Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



CROOK'S WORKS 

AND 
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FROM THE 



Edward Crook's Connsel to his Sons, composed according to tito 
Holy Scriptures, of U^isdom and Instraction, adapted very easy and 
auitable for the learned and those of little learning; and he fen « 
tnre's to :«My, that even all his Works, that is, all his Boolts when 
rightly considered apon, must be allowed to be yeryusefnl and pro- 
fitable for all classes of People. Becanse, his Boolis contain in 
each of them such a variety of most important texts and passages 
of Scripture which relate or correspond with each other, and ye^ 
every Book is divided according to Ihe subjects treated of, with some 
easy and plain explanations thereto. Written bv 

KDl^ARD CROOK, . 

Of Waddesdof^f near Aylesbury^ JSucks^ 

A hard labourions man, and one who hath experienced many trials la, 

his Life. 



Sfi 



Not many wise men after the flesh, not many migfity^ not many ooblCj 
are called ; but God hath chosen the foolish things of the World to 
•confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the 
World to confound the things which are mighty ; and base things of 
the 'world, and things which are dispised, hath God chosen; yea« 
and things which are not to bring to naught things that are ; that no 
flesh should glory in his preseace: that, according as it is written, 
he Ihat glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 1 Corin. c. 1, v, 26 and 
31« Jerem. c. 9, v. 23 and 24. 
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These Books have been written bv Edwahd CROok, of 
Waddesdon, near Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire, 
who has been a hard labouriuns man, and one that has ex- 
perienced many trials in this life of temptations and adver- 
sity, severe troubles and alHictions. I have been brought 
up to hard labour, even from a child as it were, at tlie 
plough tail, and have also been exposed to hunger and the 
cold : so that I have never had a day at school to learn to 
Write, neither but very little to learn to read. I have been 
exposed to a wide world of vanity, folly, and trouble. But 
yet although it hath been so with me, still I have been 
taught of God, and that's to love and fear him even from a 
child, and I believe that I found the operation of His grace 
working within me when I was about six or seven years of 
age, and although 1 had but very little learning yet my de* 
light hath been in the Holy Scriptures, even from a child. 
But still I do confess that I have oftentimes offended, but 
yet to the best of my knowledge I never utterly despised 
the day of his Grace, nor his Heaveuly calling. Now I 
hope and trust through Grace I have believed in Him, with 
the desire of my soul unto rightousness, and that he hath 
pardoned my sins and hath comforted me, and hath led me 
on step by step, and hath shown me the way of salvation 
through Christ. Therefore; *lv trust that my calling is of 
God, not of Man^ and that he^ath given me something to 
do. Now I believe that it is mi duty that whatsoever my 
hand findeth to do, I must do it'>vith all my might, and that 
whilst it is day, because there is; no work, nor device, nor 
knowledge, nor wisdom in^.the grave, were we are all 
hastening. Eccles. ix, v, 10. And now, my dear friends 
and fellow sinners, my design by this work is to do goody 
and through the divine assistance of the grace of God, so 
that the Churches of Christ which are upon the Earth, may 
be more united together in unity and love, in one mind, in 
one right, true, and holy spirit : even like the blessed ones, ' 
"which are in Heaven. Therefore, this book is written for 
the revival of Holy Religion, and for the benefit and good 
of families in general, so that they may learn how to avoid 
errors, and in this book you may find subjects or something 
suitable to every case or condition of life, let you be in 
ivhat trying circumstances you may. Therefore, if you 
want to find any subject or passage of Scripture that you 
think would suit your case and ease your mind, then if it be 



so, you mav find it in some of the books with a very littl*" 
trouble. Mo9t of my works have a short p'ain, and easy 
explanation thereto. Rut for to suit vour case, \ou must 
look to the title of these hooks, and th^n yon will find 
that the subjects and passages of the Scriptures which fol- 
low after have an aTlusion thereto ; and a/^viiu, all thc^e 
books have been written by myself. wh6 hath been taught 
by the spirit of God from a child, and ! am a man who . 
bath endured harlsbips and hath t-xperiencod maiiv trials 
and troubles in this lite. Therefore my works are for tb? 
comfort and support of them who have endured the same* 
and it also holds forth an exhortation to sinners to turn to 
God, that they may obtain mercy tliiouyh our blessed Lord 
and Saviour. Not bigoted in this work ; not biassed here 
by any particular sex or party ; or for self-interest ; free 
from partiality, except there be a just cause or reason, I . 
wish to bear part with all. I wi^h to follow on with all as 
far forth as they follow Clirist and his Examples. Here you 
have in this work the pUin word of God, set forth iu its 
truth and reality, and at last my desire is to sum it up in 
this, and that is to say, I believe the right author of thi^ 
work is God. Therefore let no one dare to despise it, for 
fear, lest God should despise you for so doing. But may 
it prove a blessing to all your souls through Jesus Christ ouf 
Lord. Amen, 

Now the time which I have been about this work as near 
as I can tell, hath been about twelve or fifteen years But 
still I have not been all these years fully employed about 
this work, because I hRve been broujiht up to hard laborious 
work uiilil this |>resent time, and have been obliged to worl^ 
hard for the support of myself and my family. But this 
work, that is, these bool^s, have been written on wet days 
and on \\ inter eveniu'ffh, «nd on the Sabbath days, and in ' 
all the spare time that 1 could get, and this work hath been 
done in secret from the world, that is to say, no one knew 
of it but God and mvself. I have written it according as I 
was taught, by the Spirit of his Grace, and now I cannot 
say that this work altogether hath not b**ch more than 15 
years about. For I have somf idea that the Spirit of the 
iiviug God accoidinv to my experience was working within 
me, even from a Child, tothe intent that I should accom- 
phsh this work and to bring it to pass. And mav it, by Ihe . 
Cirace of God, prove a blessing to all yoiir souls who read 
r hear it, throu^jh Jesus Christ our tord. Aniep. 



BOOK THE FIRST. 



Cook^s Counsel to his Sons^ composed according to the Holy 

Scriptures, of Wisdom and instruction^ adapted in a plain^ 

easi/f and suitaile ivayfor the lowest capacity of 

mind and understanding. 



Dearly Bbloybd Children <fe Chbistian Friends. 

For as ntuch as the Lord hath freely given me this trea- 
sure Into the bosom of my soul, therefore I hope and trust 
by his Ileavenly Grace through Christy that I sh^li bie 
thankful and praise him withal for evermore. Amen. And as 
the spirit of Elijah, which was from the L^rd, did rest upon 
Eli<ha, even so O Lord may thy Holy Spirit rest upon every 
soul that delighteth in reading, or in hearing thesjR words 
which are written in this book, and in all the books which 
I have, by thy help written down, and according to your 
obedience and faith in Christ you may expect it to be, even 
so be it Lord Jesus. Amen. 

Now my dear Children, I must soon go the way of all 
flesh, and I hope and tmstin my redeemer, that 1 shall land 
safe at my Father's House, where the wicked cease from 
troublinsr, and there the weary are for ever at rest. Job. iii, 
17« My little children, when you are children, you think 
as children, and do as children, but.be sure to give hear to 
the words of your dear parents, and obey all thtir good 
commands, and as soon as you find the grace of God dis- 
covers itself in your soul, and reason takes possession there, 
then be thou sure that thou do embrace it, for it is your 
first call of that Almighty Being which hath made you a 
living soul, and hath blest you and hath given you grace 
and reason to consider things aright, so that you may dis- 
cern the truth and falsehood of things. And now by this 
lime you may begin to wonder, and that with admiration, 
to behold the heaven and the earth and the contents of 



then)* and when you begin to consider upon these\tlunp»^ 
you may be almost surprised, and say, O Father, wl»at cl«i' 
the beaven and the earth contain. My son, this earth con-^ 
tains in her a vast variety of good, rich, and useful things ;: 
and there are so many so that I have not time to speak of 
them all, neither can I comprehend them all. But this I 
believe that God hath provided all these excellent things 
for the comfort, convenience, and use of his creature, man. 
And Hgain, 'H'hen we survey the surface of the earth are 
not He asienished to see the goodness of the Lord in the 
land of the living, for here we see the fowls of the air and 
the fishes of the sea, and all these useful animals as cattle 
or beasts that feed upon the green pastures. My son, that 
Almighty, the wise and good being hath created all these 
things and provided them for us, and hath made them 
clfan for our eating, and protitabie and suitable for our 
use and service. Be ye sure my children and brethren to 
use all thefce things with mercy and kindness and discretion^ 
for remember that God hath given them unto you ior your 
use and service, and he hath put them under your care and 
keeping. Geu,ix^2. 1 herefore be merciful unto them, 
for remember that a merciful man hath mercy upon his 
dumb heast. Prev. xii, 10. And if any of }ou by your 
proud, wicked, cruel, and unmerciful lusts do abuse these 
dumb animals which (lod hath given you for your use and 
service, I say if you abuse them and use them cruel and 
that unlaw tully wit hunt any proper occasion, cause or rea- 
son, then it surely shall be a sin unto you, for he shall have 
judgment without mercy that hath shewed no mercy, and 
mercy rejoiceth against judgment. James ii, 13. And 
again, look and behold, my son, how that the Lord thy God 
bath stocktd and furnished and supplied our wants, and 
that by furnishing the earth with all kinds of precious fruits 
and plants, and seeds, and all for our use, service,. and eat^ 
ing. 'i herefore, D)y son, let us praise Him for all this, and 
say, O how sweet is thy loving kindness O Lord, therefore 
the childien of men may put their trust under the shadow 
of thy wing. Again, my sou, see huw the Heavens declaie 
the goodness of the Lord, and how the firmaments show 
forth his handy works; O behoUl the beauty of Heaven, the 
glory of the stars, and ornameuts giving light in the high* 
places of the Lord, at the commandment of the holy one^ 
ibey will stand in their order and nivcr taint in their watch. 



O how curious is tbe moon which ruleth in the night sea-^ 
sou. O how wise is he that hath made her, it is said that he 
made the woon also, to serve iu her season, for a declaration 
of times and a sign ot the ^orid. From the moon is the 
sign of feasts, a light. ihat d<creaseth iu her perfection ; the 
month is called afttrr her name, she increaseth wonderfully 
m her changing, bein^ instrument of the armies ahove, shin- 
ing in the tirmanents of heaven. O the heavens are filled 
with th^ jslory, O Lord. O how beautiful and glorious i» 
the sun, which giveth us light and heat, and see how she 
caiiseth the bud to push or come forth, and behold that by 
her heat how she warmeth the sweet showers of rain, so 
that all plants and seeds spring forth out of the earth, which 
show unto ua a beautiful aspect of support and comfort. 
And all these things, my son, show forth the goodness an(i 
tender mercy of our God, and speakit*g of the sun we hear 
and see how that by her warmth she causetb the beautiful 
birds and the fowls of tbe air to sing uith harmonious notes, 
and they do praise their maker in the warm spring season;, 
and again, in a temporal sense, ih: sun in her course and 
powerful seasons revivtth or refresheth and caui>eth all the 
whole creation to rejoice iu a variety of ways together, and 
many their be in this world, it is said, that do worship the 
sun. But» my son, worship not the sun, neither the rnooii^ 
nor the stars, nor any other thing which is created under 
heaven. Exod. xx. But worship the Lord thy God wliicii 
hath made thee a living soul, and it is he that hath made 
and created all these excelitnt things aforesaid for our sup* 
port, use, comfort, and employment that we may serve him 
withal, and above ail| for he is our God and Saviour, if we 
love aud berve him and shall be for evermore. But not* 
withstanding, my son, if }ou consider aright, you will timi 
yourself to be a fallen cieature, and that you have a de« 
praved and a corrupt anu a sintul nature, that is oftentimes 
ready to lead you astray from thai blessed being which hath 
provided lor us ail those excellent things, and when you 
look u)>on the beautiful flowers of the field, do you not 
thnik that they appear more pure aud clean aud innocent 
than yourself; yes, they do, and when 1 have looked upou 
the sweet bud and blossom, and have seen liow btautitui 
and pure, and sweet, and clean they are,! have said to my 
soul, O that thou was as sweet, and as clean, and as pure, 
aud as innocent, iu the sight ot thy maker as these ^wtt' 
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brossoms are in my sight. O mednnks how happy then 
»hould I be, for surely they denote that he is pure, and 
holy, and lovely, that hath made them to bud and to blos- 
som, and to grow. But yet thy maker bath esteemed thee 
•bove them all, and hath given them to thee as a perfume, 
«nd for thy comfort, and support, and enjoyment, and 
amusement ; and yet thou are by nature a thousand times 
mare vile in thy nature than they. But my soul, was this 
always the case of man from the beginning, surely not* 
For at the bes:innin)v when the soul of man came fort It 
from the pure hand of his maker, he was as pure, and as 
clean, and as innocent, and as sweet, and as lovely, as any 
of the sweet blossoms which we behold on the face of the 
earth. But why is the cause we are become so vile and so 
wicked, and so impure now? Why, my son, it is an enemy 
which is called the devil, that hath been the cause of this 
•n one sense, and man's disobedience in another. Now, 
when the bud and blossom of man begins to appear and to 
open itself in the world, then the devil by a snhtile and 
cunning device, gained admittance to enter upon the sweet 
bud and blossom of his soul, and so stinged it with a deadly 
poison ; for he left his deadly poison, which is sin ; for the 
sting of death is sin. I say then the devil left this sting of 
death in the very essence of his soul, so that the bud and 
blossom, which is the soul of man, is become corrupt and 
vile in the sight of his maker. And now, instead of its 
Winging forth good seed or fruit, it brings forth corrupt 
seed and fruit; and instead of his bringing forth good 
i;rapes, he brings forth wild grapes. Isaiah, v. 2. There- 
^re the whole offspring of Adam is fallen from the pure 
and lovely image of his maker, therefore if we say that we 
bave no sin, we dt;ceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
1 Epistle of John, i. 8. For it is said that there is no man 
that sinneth not. I Kings, viii, 46. And who can say I 
have made my heart clean, I am pure from my sins. Prov. 
XX, 9. For there is not a just man upon the earth, that 
doeth good, and sinneth not. £ccl. vii, 20. For ttie 
heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked, 
who can know it but the Lord. Jer, xvii, 9. Man was 
once like the sweet apple-tree, when it is in sweet bloom in 
the orchard ; but now he is btcome vile, and as mean as 
the nettle that groweth on the backside of the barn and 
the hovel. Yea, man in his tirst state was uioie clean and 
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pure than the blossom of the apple which we beheld in the 
orchard, because those blossoms are oftentimes somewhat 
d<*fective, by reason of those creeping or flying insects 
which stain them. But when the 80ul of man came iirst 
out of the hand of his Maker he was pure and holy, with- 
out any slain or defect iihattver. But now, by his falling 
into sin, he hath set himself lower than the meanest wee(U 
of the earth, or the beasts that perish. It is true that the 
flowers of the earth may have some stain or defect, but yet, 
iu themselves they are sweet, lovely, and pure, and inoo- 
cent; and even Solomon, iu ail his jjlory, was not arrayed 
like one oT these. But now you may say unto me, then if 
I he state of man be so sinful and so bad, then how can he 
lift up his soul to praise his iMaker, for all these excellent 
and tempoial blessings which thou hast before mentioned. 
Ah! my little children, speakint; of man, that is in his sin- 
ful state alune. I say in this state he hath no help of him- 
self whatever, for he iavs low like a man under sentence 
of death. Therefore, seeing that these things are so, then 
the poor sinner may say, why then was 1 ever born. Oh! 
must I lor ever die for that holy one that made me, and 
must 1 sink into black despair, and so be cast into ever- 
lasting misrey, where there is no deliverance nor any escape 
at all. Oh, is there not so much as one twig for my poor 
soul to catch at. Oh, must I fall from the top to the bot- 
tom, and there never to rise no more at alL Oh, is not 
there uo way whereby my poor soul m«y bud and blossom 
again, and so bring forth fruit to my Maker. Yes, my fel- 
low sinners, there is one way whereby we may obtain mercy, 
and but one, therefore let us not sink into despair. But 
let us look again to the rock of our salvation, and I say 
again, that there is one way in whieh we may be saved. But 
surely metbinks that it cost the grtat part of the worth of 
heaven to open it, and now we see tlrat man hath been de- 
tiled and stained by sin, aird the flowers of the earth have 
been stained by the insects. But observt — 

There is a sweet blossom, Sol. Songs, ii, t, 

M^liich bath never been i<taiaed, 
Neither defiled, 
Not defiled by Hin. 

Which is the swret root, Rev. xxii, 16. 

Aud the o0spiu)^ of David, 
The briglit and ihe aioruirig 
The tiiofning star. 

B 
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And this sweet and pure blossom is the Holy Son of Cod 
which came from Heaven and took upon him our sinful 
nature, and so satisfied Divine Justice by doing; and fulfilincr 
and performing the will of his Heaveuly Father in our room 
and stead, so that the father can be reconciled unto n^ by 
the righteous merits of his son, because he hath suffered 
much for us, and hath interposed his precious blood for us, 
and suffered and died a cruel death upon the cross for us 
sinful men, and for our salvation. And, after this, he arose 
from the dead and ascended into heaven, and now sits on 
the right hand of his Heavenly Father, and there to plead 
for us So that the father is pleased through his son, to 
bestow upon us again his heavenly grace, so that by grace 
and faith in Christ we have power to repent, and to turn to 
our God, and to fersake our sins. And there is enough 
pure virtue in this pure blossom, which is Christ, to heal 
us from all our defects and to clean us from all unrighteous- 
ness, so that if we embrace the day of his heavenly grace 
and repent of our sins and forsake them, then we may be 
again grafted into this pure vine, which is Christ. John 
XV, 1, 6. And so bud and blossom a^ain, and so bring 
forth much fruit, to his honour and glory, so then our blos- 
som will appear as sweet and as pure and as lovely and as 
clean in the sight of him that hath loved us, as any of these 
sweet blossoms which are upon the earth do in our sight. 
Because, Christ is the everlasting root of our righteousness, 
and he is our bright and morning star or the dawning of 
righteousness, light, and grace to every soul of man. Rev. 
xxii, 16 Ac 17. The same is he. 

Who camo from his Father, John, xvii,5. 

The holy, the holy. 

And left his grand glory. 

And fair worlds on high. 

And condescended to man, Rom. v, 8. 

On earth in the lowest. 
And for onr transprressionSy 
He bleed ed and died. 

But who hath believed these things ? Who hath believed our 
reports? And to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed t 
For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a 
root out of a dry ground. He hath no form nor comli- 
ness ; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we 
should desire him. He is despised and rejected of men ; 
a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and we hid as 
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it were our faces from him; he was despised and we 
esteemed him not. Surely, he hath born our griets and 
carried our sorrows ; yet we did esteem him, stricken, smit- 
ten of God and afflicted. But he was wounded for our 
transgressions He was bruised for our iniquities. The 
chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his 
stripes we are healed. All we, like sheep, have c;one 
astray ; we have turned every one to his own way, and the 
Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was op- 
pressed, and he was afflicted, yet he oppened not his 
mouth. He is brouglit as a lamb to the slau[j;hter, and as a 
sheep before her shearers, is dumb, so he opened not his 
mouth. He was taken from prison and from judgm*»nt, and 
who shall declare his generation ; for he was cut '^ff out of 
the land of the living for the transgressions of my people 
was he stricken. 

Methinks the «weet angels. 

Arc cla'l In their mnnrniu!;. 

When they saw the heavens darkened, Luke, xxiii, 44« 

And mourn for the lamb. 

Which mRkes my hfart tremble, 

And shudder within me. 

When 1 beliold my Lonfs agony, Luke, xxli, 44. 

Who died for our sins. 

And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich 
iu his death. Because he had done no violence, neither 
was any deceit in his mouth, yet it pleased the Lord to 
bruise him. He hath put him to grief, wht^u thou shalt 
make his soul an offering for sin. He shall ^^ee his seed, he 
shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall 
prosper in his hand* He shall see of the travil of his soul, 
and shall be satisfied. By his knowledge shall my riizhteou^ 
servants justify many, for he shall bear their iniquities. 
Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he 
shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he hath 
poured out his soul unto death, and he was numbered with 
the transgressors ; and he bare the sin of many, and made 
intercession for the transgressors. Isaiah liii. Now this 
is one of the most important and remarkable chapters of 
the Old Testament. Relating to the sufferings/ of Christ 
and the good effects thereby, and that for man's salvation, 
which can be found in the doly Scripture. And allhougli 
this prophesy of Isaiah was some hundred years before that 
Christ made his appearance iu the flesh, yet at the same 
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time tsaiah speaks as clear and as true and as sure concern- 
ing biin, as if it bad been all done and aqcompUshed in bis 
days. Tberefore looking into tbe New. Teitament and see- 
ing that Christ himself accomplished and performed all 
that the prophets had spoken couceruiug him ; therefore, 
by this, it must be a clear proof that these prophtts of 
<>id was inspired by the Floly Spirit of God, or otherwise 
they could not have known so many years betbie tbe will 
of God in Christ, so completely concerning the salvation of 
man. But for a subject like this 1 would advise you to 
read some of my other books. Especially these four, that 
is, '^The Goodness of God," **The Proof of Chrisi," "The 
sufferings of Christ,'' and '* Christ Died for All " And if 
you read these books with a contrition of heart and with 
humbleness of soul, then I hope that the watery drops will 
issue from your eyes. O then, seeing that there is such 
iielp laid upon one that is mighty, and such heavenly ble^s-* 
ings provided for us. Oh, every one that thirsteth, come ye 
to the Waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and 
eat; yea, come, buy wine and mdk without money and with- 
out price. Wheretore do ye spend money for that which 
is not bread .^ and your labour for that which satistieth not^ 
Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that whicn is good, 
and let your soul delight itself in fatness* Incline your ear, 
and come unto me; hear, and your soul shall live; and I will 
make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure 
mercies of David. Isaiah, Iv, I, 2, 3, For a small moment 
have I forsaken thee ; but with great mercies will I gather 
thte. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a mo- 
Bient; but viith everlasting kindness will I have mercy on 
thee, saith the Lord thy redeemer. Isaiah, liv, 7, 8. 

Behold how lio loves tne, John, x, 11. 

jVIy heart pants within me, 
Because of the drops 
Of the clew ot hii Grace. 

His life, O how sweet, Sol. Songs, v. 13, XG. 

His Giace '\» letVeyhiuji:, 
My soul doth admiie, 
Thejo}sof his ciiarms. 

Therefore seeing that thy soul may be made safe and sure in 
thy Redeemer, hear wisdom my sou, and receive my instruc- 
tion, for behold 1 will by Divnie Grace now give >ou good 
counsel and advice, and will talk of the knowledge of God. 
Pray for heavenly grace and wisdom, my son, so that you 
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may know how to love and serve tliy God arijrht, which 
iilleth the heavens and the earth with his goodness and his 
glorv, and beareth them up by the power of his will. Which 
said]^ Let there be light ; and there was lijjlit. Gen. i, 3, 
Which saith to the sun, arise, and she riseth; stand stjll, 
and she stayed. Joshua, x, 12. Go down, and she goelti. 
Rev. V!, 12. Which saith of man, live ; and he liveth. 
Gen. li, 7. Die, and he dieth. Gen. iii, 12. Therefore, 
remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while 
the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, wht^n thou 
shalt say, I have do pleHFure in them. While the son, or 
the liuht, or the moon, or the stars, he not darkened, nor 
the clouds return atter the rain. Eccl. xii, I. Or before thy 
strength and thy powers fail, or the healing streams of grace 
returns. For there is no repentencCf no performance, no ad- 
vice, nor knowledge in the prave, where w« are all hasten- 
ing. Therefore, whilst it is day, pray for heavenly wisdom 
and gracCf for behold the fear of the Lord, tiiat is wisdom, 
and to depart from evil is understandini;. Job. xxviii, 28. 
And by so doing grace becomes more fully established in 
thee, and takes tuli posse>sion of thy soul. Great men 
upon the earth are not always wise, neither do the aged 
always understand judgment. Job. xxxii, 9. But 1 know he 
tliat feareth the Lord i:» wise, and a e;ood understanding 
have all thej that do his commandments. Psal. cxi, 10. 
And if you then seeke^t her as silver, and searches! for her 
as for hid treasures. Then s\\-dh thou understand the fear 
of the Lord, and find the knuwledge of God. Prov. ii, 5. 
And if thou be wise, my son, thou shalt be wise for thyself, 
and th«>u shalt inherit glory. But if thou scornest, remem- 
ber that thou alone shalt bear it. Prov. ix, 12. There-' 
fore, happy is the man that tindeth wisdom, and the man 
tjiat getteth uudtrstHndin<;. For the merchandise uf it is 
better than the merchandise of silver, and the (^ain thereof 
than fine gold. Slie is more precious than rubies ; and ail 
the things thou canst clesire are not to be compared unto 
her. Length of days are in iter right hand ; and in her left 
hand riches aad honour. Iter ways are wayg of pleasau'- 
ues^, and and all her paths are peace. She is a tree o( hie 
to ihtro that lay hold upon her; and happy is every one' 
that retaiuetb her. Prov. lii, 13- Say iinio wisdom/ thou 
ant my sister; and call understanding ihy kinswoman. That 
ibey way keep thee frolu the stiahge women^ from the 

c 
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stranger viliich flattereth with her words. Prov. \ii, 4« 
See chap. viii. Chap, ix, 10. How much bettor it is ta 
get wisdom than gold? The highway of the upright is to 
depart from evil; he that ktepeth his way preserveth his 
soul. Frov. xvi, if>, 17. 1 love them that love me; and 
those that seek me early hhall fiuti me. Now iherefore 
hearken unto me, O ye childern ; for blessed are they that 
keep my ways. Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse 
it not. Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching daily 
at my gates, waitin<^ at the posts of my doors. For whoso 
iindeth me iind<'th life, and shall obtain favour of the Lord. 
But he that hath &inneth against me wrongeth his own 
soul; all they that hate me love death. Frov. viii, 17, 32« 
Therefore, whatsoever thy hand findelh to do, do it with 
thy might; for there is no work, nor device, por know- 
ledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, u hither thou goest. EccU 
ix, 10. But now, he sai(h, awake thou that hleepest, and 
arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee li«ht. £pb. 
V. 14. And he shall distill the drops of his love into the 
blossoms of your soul, so that they shall send forth a sweet 
perfume. Children, obey. your parents in the Lord, for this 
is right. Honour thy father and mother, which is the first 
commandment with promise; that it may be well with 
thee, and thou mayest Hve long on the earth. And ye 
fathers, provoke not your children to wrath, but bring theia 
up in nurture and adm(»nitiou of the Lord ; and ye servants, 
be obedient to your masters in every thing which is good, 
just, and right, in the sight of God* So that you may have 
a conscience void of offence towards God, and towards 
man. And ye masters, do the same unto your servants, 
teaching them and forbearing threatening; knowing that 
your and their master also is in heaven ; neither is there 
respect of persons with him. £ph. c. vi« Therefore, 
provoke not one another, neither do any thing which is 
wrong one to another. Be ye not angry except it is against 
unbecoming and indecent and sinful practices. Be ye* 
angry, and sin not ; let not the sun go down upon your 
wrath. Therefore be ye aware that you benotangiy at any 
thing except it be against sin, or any thing which is dis* 
pleasing in the sight of God. For to be angry at any thing 
but what displeases God, is to displease God in being 
angry ; and as far forth as you can always endeavour to 
shew a forgiving spirit before the sun go down. £pb. iv. 
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26. Therefore, my son, be not overcome by evil, but over* 
come evil witb good. Be not hasty in thy spirit to com- 
mit sin in thy anger, for anger resteth in the bosom of 
fools. Eccl. vii, 9. Stand in awe, and in the fear of the 
Lord, and sin not ; but let consideration take place. Psal. 
iv. 4. For he that is slow to anger is better than the 
inighty» saith Solomon, and he that ruleth his spirit than he 
that taketh a city. Prov, xvi, 32. Hear me, your father, 
O ye children, let not your an^er be like tinder that catches 
as soon as the spark is upon it, and who uses no means to 
stop its spreading; but is presently blown up into a furious 
flame, which before it is extinguished nmy do more mischief 
than ever you are able to repair. For no man knows 
wither sinful an;;er may hurry him when once it iiaih got 
the mastery of him, and of ourselves we have no power to 
govern our sinful passions but by the grace of God through 
Christ we may do all things. Therefore, O Lord, through 
thy dear Son, have mercy on us, take pity on us, and 
strengthen us. Therefore, my beloved through Christ, 
work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For 
it is God which woiketh in you, both to his will and to do 
of his good pleasure. Therefore do all things without mur- 
murings and disputings ; that ye may be blameless and 
harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of 
a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as 
lights in the world. Phil, ii, 12. B^ careful for nothing; 
neither trust in your own strength, but in every thing by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which 
passeth all undarstauding shall keep your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus. Phil, iv, 6, 7. And as \e have 
therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him. 
Rooted and built up in him, and stabhsbed in the faith, as 
ye have been taught. Beware lest any man spoil you 
through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of 
men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after 
Christ. Colos. ii, 7, 8. There is he that is wise only ia 
reference to temporal things, but blessed is he that is wise 
in both temporal and spiritual things also, there is he which 
delighteth in temporal things only. But blessed is he that 
is thankful for temporal things, but delighteth in things 
eternal. If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those thin^^s 
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of 



16 



God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on 
the earth. For ye are dea<)» and your life is hid with Christ 
in God. U'hen Christ, \^ ho is our life, shall appear, then 
shall ye also appear with him in ^iory. Mortify therefore 
your members which are upon the earth; fornication, ua- 
cleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and 
covetousness, which is idolatry* For which things' sake 
the wrath of God comelh on the children of disobedience. 
Colos. iii, 1. Therefore, my beloved children, by the 
Grace of God, keep yourselves from idols. And let the 
peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are 
called in one body; and be ye thankful. Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom ; teaching and ad- 
monishing one aqother in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with ^ace in your hearts to the Lord. And 
whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the father by him. 
Colos. hi, 15. For this is the will of God, even your sauc- 
tification. That every one of you should know how to 
possess his vessel in saiictification and honour. For God 
hath not called us uuto uncleanness, but unto holiness. 1 
Thes. iv, 3, 4, 7. And for all these heavenly blessings, my 
beloved children, pray without ceasing. Quench not the 
spirit. Prove all things ; hold fast that which is ^ood. 
Abstain from all appearance of evil. And the very God of 
peace sanctify you wholly ; and I pray God that your whole 
spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. For faithful is he that 
calletb you, who also will do it. 1 Thes. c. v, 17, 19, 21,22, 
23, 24. But remember it is upon couditiou, and there must 
be obedience on pur parts, and if we do not obey them we 
have no right to the promises of Christ. Therefore, my 
son, avoid every false way. Flee also youthful lusts, whicU 
virars so much against the soul. 2 Tim. ii, 22. And agaiO| 
this is a true and faithful saying, ray sou, and these things I 
will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have be« 
lieved in might be carelul to maintain good works. For 
these thiugs are good and profitable unto men. But avoid 
foolish questions, and genealot^ies, and contentions, and 
drivings about the law, for they are unprofitable and vain, 
man that is an beretick after the first and second ad- 
ooititfn reject; knowing that he that is such is subverted. 
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and sinncth, being condemned of himself. Tifus, iii, 8. 
But let lis draw near %iilli a true heart in full assurance of 
iailhy having our hearts sprinkled from an e\il conkcience, 
and our bodies washed with pure water. And let us hold fast 
the profession of our faith without wavering; for he is faith* 
&1 that promised. Therefore let us exhort one another and 
so much the morei a^ ye see the day approaching Heb. x. 
82, 23, 2&. And see the danger of falling from grace, v. 
S6. Therefore let brotherly love continue* Be not forget* 
ful to entertain strangers, for some thereby have entertained 
angeis unawares. Gen. xviii, 2, <& xix, 2. Remember 
them that are in bonds, as bound ^ith them; and them 
which suffer adversity, as being yourselves aho in the body. 
Let your conversation be without covetousness , and be 
content with such tbiugs as ye have : for he hath said, I 
fiiU never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that we may. 
boldly say, the Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what 
man shall do unto me. Be not carried about with divers 
and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart 
be established with grace. For here have we no continuiog' 
citv. but we seek one to come. Heb. xiii. Therefore let 
us set our affections on things above and not on things be- 
Ifrw, and there let us lay up our choicest treasure in Heaven, 
and seek after it as the pearl of great price. Mat. xiii, 46. 
For godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought 
nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry 
nothing out. And having food and raiment let us be 
therewith content. But they that wilt be rich in this world 
often fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish 
and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and per- 
dition. For the love of money is a root of evil, which, 
inrbile some coveted alter, they have erred from the faith, 
and pierced themselves thiou^h with many sorrows. 1 Tim. 
vi» 6. My son, set not thy heart upon the riches of this 
world, but let thy desire be on high, so that thy soul may 
lay hold on eternal life. Trust in the Lord with all thine 
hearty and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all 
thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 
Prov. ill, 5. Behold, 1 give you good instruction, there- 
fore take fast hold of instruction, let her not go ; keep her, 
for she is thy life. Prov. iv, 13. Hear counsel, and receive 
instruction, that thou may est be wis« in tiiy latter end. 
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There are mnny devices in a man's heart, nevertheless tbe 
counsel of the Lord, that hhall stand* Prov xix,20. And 
again, if thou are tired, my son, or persecuted or brought 
into trouble in this life, as }'ou must expect, then cast thy 
burthen upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee; he shaU 
never suffer the righteous to be moved. Psalm. Iv, 2^ 
And again, bear the precious words of the faithful. The 
Lord is my portion, saith my soul ; therefore will I hope io 
him. The l>ord is ^ood unto them thut wait for him, to 
the soul that seeketh him. It is good that a man should 
both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord. 
It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth. 
For remember, the Lord will not cast off for ever. But 
though he cause grief, yet will he have compassion accord- 
ing to the multitude of his mercies. For he doth not afflict 
willingly, nor grieve the children of men, Lam. iiiy 24. 
Therefore, my beloved, hope in the Lord, watch yCf stand 
fast in the faith, quit ^ou like men, be strong. 1 Corin. 
%y\, 13. And the Lord shall tight for }ou. But, again, ex- 
amine yourselves, whether ^e be in the faith, prove yoor 
own heart. 2 Corin. xiii, 5. Take heed, brethren, lesl 
there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in depart-* 
ing from the living God. Heb. iii, 12. But seeing also 
that we are compassed about with po great a cloud of wit- 
nesses, of the truth of the word of God, let us lay aside 
the weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and 
let us run with patience the race that is set before us. 
Looking unto Jesus the author and tinisher of our faith, and 
let us consider him that endured such contradiction of sin- 
ners against himself, lest we be wearied and faint in our 
roinds. Heb. xii, 1. N^'herefore the rather, brethren, give 
diligence to make your calling and election sure, for if ye 
do these things, ye shall never fall. 2 Pet. i, 10. There- 
fore, stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made 
us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bond- 
age. Gal. c« V, 1. Follow peace with all men, and holi- 
ness, without which no man shall see the Lord. Heb. xii. 
14. And let every man prove his own work, and then shall 
he have rejoicing in himstlf alone, and not in another. For 
every man shall bear his own burden. Gal. vi, 4, 5. That 
is, every man shall receive his own regard according to his 
own labour. See I Coriut c« iv* Now when we see a tree 
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which i» hurthehed with good froit, we praise it : but if not 
good fruity we reject it. And so it is concerning man, if he 
is burthened or bears good fruit, then he shall be praised 
'aind shall wear a crown of glory. But if he be burthened 
ivitb bad fruit, then he shall bear the pangs of eternal 
misery. Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his 
power. 2 Thes. i, 9* Be ye obedient children, not fash- 
ioning your selves according to the former lusts. But as 
he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all man- 
ner of conversation. Because it is written, be ye holy ; for 
I am holy. For remember we are not redeemed by cor- 
ruptible things, bnt with the precious blood of Christ as 
of a lamb without blemish and without spots. I Peter, i, 
14. Therefore, if we are in Christ, and love life, and wish 
to see good days, let us refrain our tongue from evil, and 
our lips that they speak no guile. Let us eschew evily and 
do good ; let us seek peace, and ensue it. For the eyes of 
the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto 
their prayers ; but the face of the Lord is against them that 
do evil. 1 Peter, iii, 10. Therefore, my son, be not led 
away by strange doctrine, which is not according to the 
commands and condition of thy God* for although Christ 
hath suffered and died for sinful men, and we are saved by 
Grace. But yet we cannot obtain nor realize this saving 
grace and faith as a truth and surety in our souls, except 
we repent of our sins, aud forsake the same, and so become 
new creatures in Christ Jesus. For remember that all old 
things must be done away, and all things must become new, 
for Christ hath not died to the intent to save us in our sins, 
neither that we should indulge ourselves in sin. But he 
hath died to save us from our sins and to deliver us out of 
the miry pit of sin, in which we are all fallen, therefore be 
not deceived. God is not mocked ; for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his 
flesh shall of the flesh reap, corruption ; but he that soweth 
to the spirit shall of the spirit reap life everlasting. Gal. vi, 
7. Therefore, whatsoever thy hand flndeth to do which is 
good, do it with thy might ; for there is no work, nor de- 
vice, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave, whither thou 
goest. Eccl. ix, 10. And for further instruction, my chil- 
dreny read all my books, even the Book of God, from the 
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begioiiiDg to tbe end* Even as much or more tban I have 
doDe* Aod pray for grace, faith, and heavenly wiBdov* so 
that you may be preserved from the snares of this sinful 
world and its lusts. And may God Almighty bring you all to 
bis holy mountain of love to praise him for ever, through 
Christ OUT Lord. Amen« 



END OF THE FIRST BOOK. 



BOOK THE SECOND. 



Man's Innoemcy hy Mi AfaJcer, and his fall by the subtilUy 

of ih€ DeviU 



You have in Hiis little book nn account of man^s inno- 
cency by his Maker, and also his fall by that grand enemy 
the devil ; and also a short argument upoa it. It contains 
a short s4(etch of manS recovery through Christ, but this 
book h»lh>an.allusioa to the great adversary of souls through- 
€»ut» ami ends with the Author's- song of grief, and his confi- 
dence in Christ. 

Now the wonderful work of Ahnighty God's Creation is 

great, atid the fall of man is somewhat mysterious. But let 

us not seek after the thing»which<are too hard for us. But 

let us trust in God, for what we knew not, now we shall 

know hereafter if we love and serve Ciod aright. But this 

we know that the soul of man c*a«ne forth from that Almightv, 

anil pure and holy being whicb is God, for God created 

man in bis own image, in the ifltage oi' God created he him 

mule and female, created he them, and God bbsed them* 

Gen. i*. 27, 2B. But it M tnie na«^s b«dy was ibrmed 

of the dust of the groundv and then God breathed into his 

nostrils the breath of hte,.and man became a living soul. 

C.ii..?. So we see that the soul cameimniediatelv from God« 

and to him shall it return, O how pure and holy was man 

then in his iirst state, or cond»lioii as yon see I have dis- 

cribed in some of my other books. And now we must 

know that the soul of mair wa» pure and holy at the first, 

because his maker is pure ami' holy^and for what wise and 

good purpose, and design, did God maHe his creature man 

for. Surely methi»ks-t*hat he made him to be holy and hap« 

py here, and so to be l.eieafter, for he made him pure and 

holyi here on BiMPtb, and blessed him. And so to be happy 
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on earth, and then to be happy in Heaven, for ever and 
ever. O .nay soul how can Ihou love thy God enoujjh 
since, he hath made thee to be happy here, and happy tor 
ever. And to enjoy the pleasures of lieaven, with him, for 
ever and ever. He will not enjoy his ph^asurt's alone, 
but he made thee to share in the riches of his fjrace, and to 
drink of the Rivers of his pleasures. He made the {o he his 
sons and dau<:hters, and heirs of heaven to possess his holy 
mansions* and to feed upon the rich pasture of his love. 
He delighteth in the O man, and he hath set his heart upon 
thee, and his will is that they may inherit his everlastinj; 
glory. O how great is thy loving kindness ! O Lord, for 
thou hath made us as its were to our thinking out of nothing, 
to enjoy life, being, and felicity with the for ever and ever. 
And as thy justice, love and mercy was at the beginning, 
so it is to day, and will be for ever. And there u not a 
shadow of thy changing, and when God first made man, the 
male and the female, he put them in the beautiful garden 
of Eden, and he gave them a law and a command- 
ment to life, and forwarned them of the danger of death, and 
they were both pure and innocent. And they were both 
naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed. Gen. 
ii, 26. They knew no shame becuasethe> knew no sin, and 
had they continued in that state, surely then their actioua, 
works, and conceptions had been in pure love with- each 
other, and holy to their God. But yet, it appears that it' 
was suffered that man should be proved, and tried, and that 
bv the grand enemy of souls, aud by his subtility he caused 
him to fall from the holy Jaw and command of bis God. 
And so that by his- disobedience he lost the lovely image of 
God, out of his soul, ^ nd so became dead in trespasses and 
Bin. But again, because tlie luilnjre of that Almighty Being 
is 80 pure and holy, some people then may be ready to say, 
how is it then thatW creature man was not kept pure and 
holy and that without any pOSbibility of faliing icto sin. 
Why, it appears to me to be somewhat mysterious, yet some 
learned men will say that the cause of this was by the fallen 
Angels, of whom the devil was the first, and ringleader. 
But then if it be so yet, but why was it first suffered to be 
that he should tempt onr first parent, Adam, and that while 
he was in a pure and holy state in the Garden of £den, and 
in his inuocency, and knew no sin. Gen. ii, xxv. But 
how thb was suffered to be at the first, it is not given me 
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to know, and I have si^arched the acripture and I cannot 
hiid that it saitli but very little about it. See the 2nd Kp. 
€>f Peter, ii,4; Jude, i, 6; Job,iv, 18; xv, 15; Rev. xii, 7. 
XX, 10. But still 1 believe that there was a iii*st cause of 
these thingSi and a great and important causey and it is snch 
a mystery altogether which I believe was never fully reveiled 
unto man, neither are we commanded to search much into 
it, neither i9 it our duty so to do« And where we cannot 
trace the ways and works of Almighty God, we know that 
we are comnantled to put our trust in him, for we are sure 
tiiat thie Judge of all the earth will da right. Because, he 
is righteous, just, and goiML Rut for further satisfaction 
concerning these things see ray book of Election on the 
danger of falling from t J race* But again, this we know, 
that is, we are fallen creatures and thut we have beeu de- 
ceived by the enemy of souls, but yet Gud in bis tender 
mercy hathr provided for us a Savi<»ur, and a most holy law 
to direct our souls to Heaven. PsaU xix, 7 ; Psarl. cxix, 
97, 165. fiut, nevertheless, it may not be amiss for lue 
to point out to my readers some of the most iiMportaut pas- 
sages of the word of God, relating to that old serpeut which 
is the adversary of souls, and now we know how that he de- 
ceived our first parents. But bless God that there was 
grace provided ^uiticietit for our recovery, but let us by the 
help of God, beware lest for fear that we should fall from 
this grace, because there is no other grace provided than 
that of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. And bless God 
that there is a promise that the seed of the womau should 
bruise the serpent's head, although he should bruise his 
heel, and so it was. Christ was bruised or hurt en earth 
ior us, and that by his sufferings and death, in which sin 
and Satan hath been the caase of it, but yet, suffered of God 
and all for our Salvation* Jsaiah, liii, 10. And a;;ain, it ap- 
pears to me that the devii would fain have bruised the head 
of onr Lord in the wilderness, so if possible he may have 
completely overthrown bis kingdom. Matt. 4th. But 
bless and praise the Lord he did not.neither* cap he ever 
do it now ; because the bead is in. Heaven. It is true the 
devil maty somewhat hurt or bruise the Church of Christ or 
the heel if I may so say which is on earth. But if we serve 
God aright then we know that he can never bruise nor hurt 
onr holy head which is in heaven. But our blessed Lord 
by his righteous and holy hfe and sufferings and death, and 
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f!ie victory Fie l^atli jraineni'tKerebv hath* given such a ^ata:^ 
and incrirable blow to the devil's kii»»dom, a woitnd to the 
heail of this beast that can n^ver l)e healed'; hut now, my- 
reHders, sfein«» thatwe may be restored a jyain into our first' 
»'<id most* holy state, we iiiu«it not then- offer our sacrifices^ 
any more unto devils* Levi, xvii, ?• But unto>the Lord; 
and his Christ who hath redeemed tis by ht» most (Mvcioiis 
bloofl. Rev* V, 9> And aua'n, we kimw that Satan wiik 
strive to deceive us iit nianv ways, to destroy ns as he did. 
J\>b. 1, 2* B^iit let us be like Job and hoid fast our confi- 
dence, and wait paftien-tly ti^l our ehange come and the»' 
gie-dt will be our reward. Apoc. EecL xci, 30. fiut re- 
member a^ain that we must not go to warfare against Satait 
in our own strength lest he betco^mucbfor im but we must 
l>ray that the Lord may rebuke him and then by hi<s n»erey 
and help Ire will* pitick our poor souls as a brand o4»t »f the- 
t'rre. Zacin fir, th Jinle. v 9. For if we resist the devil 
»nd that by prayer to ou^r God, then he must flee from us. 
James- iv, 7; Therefore, n>y brethren, let us learn to lie- 
wise and harmless', lest i^)r fear that Satan should get the 
advantage of us, for we are not if;»orant of his devices. 2f. 
<'oriii, ii, IK See ch«p. iv, 4*4 And again, I fear, saith St. 
Fdul, lest by any means saith Ite^as the serpent beguiled Elve 
rhroiigh his sobtility, so your minds should be corrupieii 
fVom ihe simplicity tha^is>rn Christ. Cliap. xi, 3* Thero«> 
fore beware of the subtility of Satan in your minds, and wu 
marvel saith St. PaaVforSatan himself !:» transformed into aw 
Ant^el of light, v H. Which appears something like iii 
Peter ; wheit* he would have screened eur Lord from suf- 
fering but J esus' was aware of this^-and said unio Peter, get 
thee behind* me Satan, ^hou art a» offence unto me^.fov 
thou savfiurest not' the things that be of God, but these 
that be of meiT. Mal^ xv, 22^ 2db For what is a tttnu 
profited, if he shalt gain the whole world, and lose bis owii^ 
snulP v26. Therefore beye aware of Ihe d^ieil fulness of the 
htait, or sin^ or Satan ;' and again, we see how Satan eo<* 
teied into ^udasaiid for the love of moiiiey he betrayed hia 
Lord and master. Mat. x-xvi, M. And now viorsee that 
the devil hath great power and is very subtile in deceivio[; 
the souls of men. And in-anolher place it appearsto nus 
that St. Paul calls him the Prince of tlie Power of the Air, 
the spirit that now woiketh in thechddren of disobedience* 
£^h«s. ii, 2^ Aud again, noiv il »}^pears to tae that tiieve 



25 



nil: "" ' "cripiion it. the Revelaiion to John th« 

D.vme. concern...^ .hat ol<l serp.nt .he d.vil. ,hen y„?, Tn 
find „ any other book of the Wor.l of Goil : h„cI ?t apiear, 
thatJie his cal ed tlier«? AbinUlnti «.. a n ii Appears 

Red Drago... Virix U '*7nd J7, S^Ih' .' ^l""' 
was war in Heave..; Michael and hi^ArsesougMa^S 
the dragon, and the dragon foneht and hU A. „ i. 7 
vailed; «ot. neither waUheirpIafei'^yS-^l^'r^^^ 
and he srea. dragon »va, cast out. .hat old serpen? iaUedIhe 
devd. Satan which deceiveth the whole world he wa.'^^^^ 
out into the Earth and his Angels were cas out wiTh l^ 
andth«;y overcome him by the Wood „7h.. u I ,., ''""• 
the inbabiters of the earJh and o ,e s .' t^L ."1 •" 
come down unto you. havin. ereat »Lhh ? ^f"' " 

ell. that he hath but a short ,in e aL ih..r?r'f '" ''"''"'- 
^hat he was cast unto the ea^trC peTs/cVted Z'l" '"" 

beast a\d he'!, e^erhi^ol Xh^.; CVM^r 

with the «in,..%„dto overX .C.':L'",r'* "" 
given him over all kiudredo 2,,a , ' '*'***''■ ""* 

And all that dwell upo.nbTelrtrshanw "".'•*":•' "'"""*• 
names are not writte*:. in theW of fe ;/&""'. '^'V'*"' 
from the foundation of the world If »„ ""■''• ''"" 

ear let him hear. Rev "iii Ami I ^ "'■"* '""'« "» 
from Heaven, havin« the k ; of ^h k 7 "'.' '*"R<^' «="""-' 
great chain in his LVd. and he Li^ K .T'"*.''"'""^' « 
.bat old serpent, which is "he dev J'tdtat^an T I'l'''"'' 
him a thousand years. AnA „o.. L- "' *'*'* '•"""'l 

pil. and shut hK .„" .?. '""! '""' "'« »">t'o".leM 

ibpuld deceive tLenal'lmor/'.ml'r'K''''"- """ ''« 
.hould l-e fuelled raSftlVSelslV;'""'"";' '"''' 
•eason. And when the thou«»..r ! '"'"*"' ' "'"« 

shall be lpo,e,l out of his pZ ^T\ Tu'"^'""*' ^«"«" 
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went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the 
camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire 
came dovn from God out of Heaven, and devoured them. 
And the devil that that deceived them was cast into the 
lake of fire and biimstone, where the beast and the false 
prophets are, and shall be tormented day and night forever 
and ever. Rev. xx, 1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9- And now I J)ave 
poned down to your view the most or the greatest part oH 
the passage of scripture relating to the adversary of souls. 
But now I find it is somewhat hard to explain the book of 
the Revelation exactly ri^ht, therefore 1 would rather say 
hut little for fear lest 1 should offt-nd my God, because I am 
commanded not to add any thing to this book which is 
wrong, neither to lake aw«y any thing from it which is 
right. Therefore let my wuids be few, but yet 1 under- 
stand something of the will, mercy and goodness of God, 
ill this book and that of his most lioiy church and people. 
And this book is also very interesting and it gives us all an 
exhortation and an oiFer through Christ to take of the water 
of life freely. Chap, xxii, 17. haiah Iv, 1. For we see 
also in this book, that we need this remedy, and the pure 
giace and help of God through the blood of Christ for our 
salvation ; for in this book we see the damnable nature of 
this proud,' wicked, lustful, sinful, Babylon^ or the world of 
wicked and lustful, and whorish sinners, and there is no 
remedy for these things. But the precious blood of Christ 
and that by repentance and forsaking of sins and leading a 
iiow^and holy life in Christ Jesus. For this book shows us 
the most abominable nature of sin and sinners in the sight 
of God upon the Earth, and their most miberable and aw- 
ful and wretched state hereafter, who live and die in sin 
without a-u interest in the blood of Christ. And it also 
shews us the slate and condition of the true church of 
Christ upon earth, under the power and reign of Antichrist. 
And the rise and reign and rage of Antichrist in the world ; 
and it appears that this book points out to us the quiet and 
blessed and glorious state and condition of the true church 
here below, after the reign and downfall of Antichrist. But 
it will be a blessed coming for the righteous. See, 2» Thes. 
ii. Now in my serious thoughts and meditation I am got 
iolo the closet of my heart, and I find my self to be a reason- 
able creature^ and I find myself brought into a world of 
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great mysteriesy and I find that I have a body subject to 
paio and death. But in tbit body I find a living soul, but 
from whence came I, for I brought not myself into this 
world, but still I consider that my body came forth by gene- 
ration. But from whence came they, inrelyB^thinks that 
our first parent had no mor« power to bring himself into 
this worldi than myself had to bring myself int,Q this world. 
Therefore, before we was we knew it not, neither did we 
know that we should be, then from whence cemeth our 
help 1 Surely we must then be created by that Supreme 
Being, which is God Almighty, who made man at the first 
in hi? own Image, pure and holy. But how is it that I find 
myself so far off from this state now, for I find that my fleshly 
heart is desperately wicked, and full of deceits, yea, it's 
past my finding out. Yea, and I find myself in a world of 
sin, and trials, and troubles, and adversity. Yeai I have 
fears and troubles, night and day, and am compassed about 
with pains, grief, and sorrows; and am subject to a thousand 
«vilS| and what is the cause of all this I 



THE AUTHOR'S SONGi 



O its thon thon enemy of sonls, 
Wliicli liatk dUtarb'd my peacefal rest. 
And makes me laoguish and complato, 
And smite upon my breast. 

Why did thov come to trouble me 
Why did thon come O then, 
Why did thou come to ruin me 
From that infernal den. 

But still O Lord I will own my faults, 
For i^race to me thou bad given, 
Power to withstand bis subtle will, 
And to inherit heaven* 
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But, alas ! O Lord I am invoWecl in sin, 
A ad from ihy grace hafe fell, 
O redeem mj precious soul, 
O redeem my soul from hell. 

Redemption is in Clirtst alone. 

Who hunj^ upon the tree, 

IVho came from hesTen to earth below, 

ha hath died for thee. 

Then let me to my saviour go. 
And find my sins forgiven, 
And may he come and dwell within, 
And write my name in heaven. 

1 then shall there my father see. 
In peace and joy and love, 

And there with him forever dwell, * 

With the sweet saints of God. 

And may this be the bappy lot and poftibn. 
Of all them that love onr lord and saviour. 
In sincerity and truth. 

The grace of ourLoid Jesus Chiist, be with you all. 
Amen. 



END OF THE SECOND BOOK. 



BOOK THE THIRD 



Man in a Sinful State. 



in this Book you have, passages selected from the Holy 
Scripture^ brought up to your view by chapter and verse. 
Shocking and an alarming account of the mast wicked acts 
and deeds of sinful men, which things are lejt upon record for 
our examples, for you and for me, that we Jollow not their 
steps. 



Now my readers, we »ee and feel tbe result of disobedi- 
f^pce, and how it hath let the grand enemy into our scuts, 
and ain, and misery into this world ; and we see how soon 
wrath, hatred, and malice, and cruelty not possession of the 
soul, even as it appears in the tirst-horn, which slew hi» 
Brother Abel. Gen. iv, 8. It appears that Eve was in 
hoi>es that she had gotten a man from the Lord, whicb 
Hould add to their joy and comfort, hut alas, it appears 
that be added to their grief, shame, and sorrow ; and it is 
often st*vm so in our days, and we know not what enemies 
bans; at the brtastof a Mother; and again, instead of man's 
seeking the Lord and the knowledge of his ways, they fell 
awav to the evil imai'itjation of their own hearts and 
their thoughts it is kaid was evil continually So that it re- 
pented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it 
grieved him at his licaitf. (jen. \\, 5, 6. But yet the 
Lord had mercy on them for a long time, nevertheless they 
repented not; but because tUe^ were slront; and healthy 
and full of sin, and the judgment of God delayed, it was 
fully set in them to do evil. Lccl. viii, 1 1. And after tbe 
Lord had suffered their wicked practices for a long time, 
and gave them grace and a space of time to repent; hut 
it appears they repented not ; then mercy withdrew and 
gave place for justice, and then the Lord destroyed them 
G 
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by tbe deluge of wafer and jtidped theaa as he suw jsrood. 
Geii. 7, 21. And after the flood, sin still remahied, for 
the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah i^as very nicked 
sinners ; therefore Irt us fall in with the offers of his grace 
and mercy, and forsake our sins before it be too late, for fear 
lest there be no remedy at all. And again, we see in 
another |dace how that Pharaoh's heart was hardened in 
sin, and bow he fouuht against God, and despised the face 
of Moses. Exodus, c. v,2, x, 28. And afflicted his pco}dc 
Israel. But the Lord, by his mighty power, overthrew him 
in the Red Sea» and saved his people Israel. Because his 
mercy, through Christ, endureth for ever. Exodus, c. xiv. 
But again, after this we may see that some of the children of 
Israel become very cruel and sinful, as you may see in 
this book. But that which is omitted in this Book, yon may 
find it mentioned in some of my other Books, see the Book 
of Whoredom, or the Cruelty of the Wicked, therefore he that 
thinkest he staudeth let him take heed lest he fall ; and froiu 
whence -came wars and fit^htin;: among you, saith St. James, 
come they not h« nee, even of your lusts that war in }our 
members; yes, methinks it do, and through lust, pride, and 
covetousuess, and to get a groat name, 1 say by these thin^fes 
many thousands have be^-n slain. Tor it appears that il 
was through wicked lust that so many thousands fell by the 
sword, as we read of in Judges, c. xix A xx. And again, it 
seems to be through lust, 2 Samuel, c. iii, 7. That Abner 
was slain, by the cruel hand of Joab, }ct it appears that 
Joab slew him because he had siniu his brother Asahel in 
the battle, 2 Samuel, c. iii, 27. ' But again, it appears that 
Joab, which was Captain over Israel, was very cruel, be- 
cause he also slew Ama^a in bis cold blood, and it appears 
to me that Joab must have been in a sinful state when he 
done this, because he slew these two Captains in a very 
cruel and subtle manner-— see 2 Samuel, c. xx, 9. And 
Joab said to Amasa, art thou in health, my brother? And 
Joab took Amasa by the beard with the right hpnd to kiss 
him. Bnt Amasa took no heed to the sword that was in 
Joab's baud ; so he smote him therewith in the fifth rib, and 
shed out his bowels to the ground, and he died. 

O Joal), liow fierce was thj anger and thy grudge, 
To slay Ahncr and Ama.«a in their cold bhiod, 
Had (liou done it in the tieicfiiCKS of the wars, 
Thy ^uilc woiiid nul hHve been kq hud. 
Although, thou hddbt ihirirtod^s mari'd. 
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"KiU Da V ill ncrer (or^^*t it all hlft tlars, 1 Kings, ii, 5. 

For thou was slain bvt'ore \tiu^ delays, 

For when thou at the altar stood. 

Thou wast slain in thy cold blooJ. 1 Kings, ii, 29, 34. 

Aod again, we see how that Baauah and Racbab slew tbeir 
kin^ to the intent of obtaining; David's faviour« but David 
being a just and wise man, and a mtiti after God's own heart 
causeth them to be siaiu for their wicked deeds; for David 
said, that they iiad committed this against a righteous 
persun, and that when be was Jain upon his bed at iiooo. 
2 Sam. iv, b, 12. And again we see that after this inano- 
ther place, that Ahithophel, David's counsellor became very 
treacherous and cleave unto Absalom the son of David^ and 
su gave counsel to take away David's life, but when fae saw 
that bis counsel was not allowed he went home to his house 
aud hanged himself, a poor sinful man methiuks, be pointed 
the arrow as it were at David's heart, but it entered into his 
own breast. 2 Sam. wii. But after David some ot the 
King's of Israel was exceeding wicked, such as Manessab, 
which made his sou pass through the lire, and be used 
enchantment and dealt with familiar spirsts and wizards : 
he wrought much wickedness in the sigbt of the Lord. 2 
Kings, c. 21. For it is said that he tilled Jerusalem with 
innocent blood. C. xxiv, 4. And many more of them 
provoked the Lord to anger. Yes, they did much wickedness, 
and grieved the holy one of Israt^l; O my soul, enter not too 
much into the secrets of their sins. But O that the Lord may 
humble onr souls before him, and that it may please bim 
to keep us from all these henious, wicked, and detestable 
things which he abhoreth; and again, Jehoram was a very 
wicked King and he slew all his brethren with the sword, 
which were better than himself, moreover, he made higb 
places in the mountains of Judab, and caused the inhabit 
tantb of Jerusalem to commit iprnication, and compelled 
Judah thereto. But see his miserable end, and after all this 
the Lord smote him in his bowels with an incureable disease. 
It came to pass that in process of time, after the end of 
two years his bowels fell out, by reason of his sickness^ so 
he died of a sore disease. 2 Chron, xxi. 

O Jelioraai what hatli thou done, 
OThoii !»atli killed thy latherVsoiiJ, 
Why %vas ihy lieail no lilled u'|>. 
To inake thcui lirii^k that biilcr cup. 
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CcMiId not thou rest in peace tby day, "^ 

And give thy breihien ihfir ense, 
That they with thee in love may dwell, 
That in the end it miiilit be well. 

But alas ! (hou in thy sin was took, " ' '. 

The love of God thou hadst rois«iok» 
And thou w»8 took with a sore disease. 
That Do Plly^ician could give thee ease. 

Did not thy bowels then ga^h out. 
Or on the ground was vpilc about, 
And thy soul to God did go. 
To give account of thy works below 

And it is said, that he departed \^^tliout being desired, or 
without desire. 2 Chron. xxi, 20 And now it appears 
to me that the key to those wicked ciiaracters practices, and 
proceedings, are as follows : —As David describes them in 
his tenth Psahn, and saith, the wicked through the pride of' 
his countenance will not seek after God. God is not in all 
his thoughts; and their characters are also described in the 
hook of Job, where it is said, knovest thou not this of old» 
since man was placed upon earth, that the triumphing of the 
wicked is short, and the joy, of the hypocrite but for a 
moment^ though his excellency mount up to the heaven and 
his head reach unto the clouds yet he shall perish for ever 
and they which have seen him shall say where i<^ he, he shall 
fly away as a dream and shall not be found. Vea, he shall 
be chased away as a visit n of the ni^ht, the eye also which 
saw him shall see him no more neither shall his place any 
more behold him. His bones are full of the sin of his youth 
Which shall lie down with him in the dust, though wickedness 
be sweet in his mouth, though he hide it under his tounge. 
and forsake it not, but keep it still within his mouth yet his 
meat in his bowels, it is turned, it is the gall of asps within 
hint. He hath swallowed down riches,and he shall vomit them 
up again. He shall not see the rivers, the floods^ the brooks 
of honey Sz butter. '1 he heaven shall reveal his iiiiquitv an<l 
the earth shall rise up against him, this is the portion of a 
wicked man from God, and the htritage appointed unto him 
by God. Job. x\ And again, speaking of a man in a sin* 
ful state, David saith, there is no faithfulness in their mouth ; 
their inward part is very wickedness; their throat is an open 

epulchre ; they flatter with their tongues. Psalm, v, &•. 

.ud he hath said in his heart, I shall not be moved, for 1 
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9hn\\ Bcver be in adversity, in secret places doth he murder 
the innocent, and are cruel against the poor ; he hath said 
in his heart, God hath forgotten, he hideth his face, he 
will never see it. Psalm. 10. Again the fool hath said in 
his heart, there is no God. Psalm, xiv, 1. for he flatter* 
eth himself in his own eves until his iniquity, be found to be 
hateful. Psalm, xxxvi, 2, They set their mouth against the 
heavens, and their tongue walketh through the earth, and 
they say how doth God know, and is their knowledge in- 
the.most High. See Psalm. 37* Again the psalmist saithy 
they sacriiiced their sons and daughters uato devils, and 
shed innocent blood, even the blood of their son?, and of 
their daughters, whom they sacrificed, unto the idols of Ca- 
nas^n : and the land was polluted with blood. Psalm, cvif. 
37* And again see and behold the abominable sins of Maa- 
asseh and how he had shed innocent blood, very much till 
he had filled Jerusalem from one end to another, beside his 
sin, wherewith be made Judah sin, in doing that which waft 
evil in the sight of the Lord. 2 Kings,. xxi, 16. Ah I my 
readers, these things appear most shocking unto us, and 
they are most abominable in the sight of the Lord, and my 
fellow sinners there is no hope, nor no peace, in a state like 
this, for the wicked ^re like the troubled ocean when it can- 
not rest, whose waters cast up raire and dirt, their is no peace 
saith my God to the wicked. Isaiah, Ivii, 20. As we also> 
see in that case, the case of Judas, that he found no peace 
for after he had betrayed his Lord and Master for the love 
of money as it appears, see Matt, xxvi, 15., But after that 
it appears he found no peace nor comfort for his troubled 
90ul; and when he saw what was done, he went out and 
hanged himself. Matt, xxvii, 5% So we see, if we continue 
in our sins» uutil the love and grace of God withdraws itself 
then we are in a most miserable condition indeed, but if the 
glorious gospel of Christ, be hid it is hid to them that are 
lost in whom the God ot this world hath blinded the minds 
of them which believe not, lest the light ot the glorious gos- 
pel of Christ who is the image o^ God should shine unto 
them. 2. Cor. iv, 3. For il is said that the light of the 
wicked shall be put out, and the spark of his fire shall not 
shine, the light shall be dark in his tabernacle, and his can* 
die shall be put out with biro. Job, xviii, 5, And thus- 
it may^be fulfilled as it is written, then shall ihey call upon. 
n[ie, but I will not answer ; they shall seek me early, but 
H 
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fhey sb^ll not find me, for that tbey hated knowled<re and 
did not choose the fear of the Lord. Frov.iy 28, There* 
fore my son, let not thy foolishness pprvert thy way, lest 
thou become wise in thine own eyes and so loose the light ; 
and thy heart fret against the Lord ; let not the flower of 
thy life pass away in cruelly, drunkeness, vanity, or folly. 
Woe unto them that rise up early in the morninj? that they 
may follow after strong drink, that continue until night till 
ivine inflame them, and the harp, and the viol, the tabret, 
and pipe, and wine are in their feasts, but they regard not 
the work of the Lord, neither consider the operation of his 
hands, see Isaiah, I, !!• Therefore, they say unto God, 
depart from us for we desire not the knowledge of thy ways, 
what is tlie Almighty that we should serve him, and what 
profit should we have if we pray unto him. Job, xxi, 14. 
And now speaking of man that is in his sinful nature, he is 
also in this state and condition ; and now we must conclude 
that by the fall Qf our first parents, we are all included in 
sin, both Jew, and Gentile, as it is written : their is none 
righteous no not one, there is none that understandeth, their 
is none that seeketh after God, they are all gone out of the 
way, they are all together become unprofitable, their is 
none thatdoeth good no not one, and the way of ))e'ice have 
they not known; their is no fear of God before their eyes, 
and now we plainly sec according to the word of God, that 
by the deed of the law their shall no flesh living be justified 
in his sight— Because we have all broke the holy law of 
God, for by the law is the knovi ledge of sin, but still al- 
though the fallen state of man be so degenerate, so sinful, 
and so corrupt, and although their is no hope for them 
which die in their sins, yet their still is hope through grace 
for the living, and in this chapter we muv plainly see the 
way of salvation through Jesus Christ our Lord. Kom. c. 3. 
And he is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only 
but also for the sins of the whole world. I £p. John, ii, 2. 
And now hath it a long time been fulfilled according as it is 
written, that is to say, he is a just God and Saviour. Isaiah, 
xlv, 21. Therefore he can be just, and the justifier of him 
who believeth on Jesus. Rom. iii, 26, But still observe 
his, my readers, that is to say, although Christ hath suffer- 
ed and died for us poor sinners, and hath satisfied diviue 
justice in every point, for us men and for our salvation, and 
hath opened a new and living way to the Kingdom of Hea- 
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ven» for all true beUeTers, Yet, I saj» although ft be so, yet 
at the saoie time we must consider, and confess, and allow, 
and acknowledge, that Christ hath not stliffered and died to 
the intent that we should indulge ourselves in our sins, but 
that he hath suffered, and died for this purpose, the just for 
the unjust, and to justify us in the sight of a jtist God, and 
to redeem us from the curse of sin, and to sanctify us from 
sin, and to dense us from all unrighteousness. He hath 
died to lift us up out of the miry pit of sin, in which we 
are all by our sinful nature fallen. Therefore, he redeemed 
us and calls us unto holiness, not unto unholiness ; and when 
we feel the calls of Divin« Grace working or operating with- 
in us, then it is our time to obey and repent, and to gladly 
believe, and embrace the Gospel of Christ, which bringeth 
unto us su«h i^d tidings of life and salvation through His 
name. And then, if we embrace the Gospel of our blessed 
Lord and Savour, with the desire of our souls unto holiness, 
then he will pardon our sins and dwell ia us, and so put an 
-end to siu. And then, if our sins have been as scarlet, they 
shall be as as while as snow, though they be red like crim- 
son, they shall be as wool. But yet, on the other hand, 
although Christ hath died for sinners, yet, if we continue 
and persist iu our sins, and su refuse the gracious calls of 
Heaven until it is too late, then his blood will not 
avail for us, or profit us anything; and so at last we may 
be hardened in our sins, and never have repetance given, 
therefore let us not be deceivd, God is not mocked} again 
let us remember that we are his servant;, to whom we obey 
whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteous- 
ness, but if our obedience be of sin unto death, remember 
then that their is none other name given under Heaven 
amongst men whereby we can be saved ; except that of 
our blessed Lord and Saviour, But if our obedience be of 
that uuto righteousnes through grace, then we are sure and 
that through his word, that there is, therefore, now, no con- 
demnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk 
not after the flesh, but after the spirit. And now« my 
dear friends and fellow sinners, I beseech you in the 
name of the Lord, through the Grace of our Lord 
Jesus, to consider and take warning by what hath been said 
in this little book, and also in my next following book to 
this, called the Book of Whoredom and the Cruelty of the 
Wicked, for these 4iave a more full descrijitiou of lhc«e 
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lustful and abominable sins, and let us all look to the bheed-> 
ing Laoib, and pra\ for mercy and grace, so that we may be 
delivered from these great and sore evils before it be too 
late; and and now, may thou be pleased, O Lord, to bless- 
and sanction this work, according as it seemeth good in thy 
sight, aud sanctify it to the souls of them that read or 
hear it a& much as it seemeth good tn thy sight : and for- 
give thy unworthy dust. Where he seemeth to come short 
by reaison of bis weakness, and inability, for Jesus Christ's 
sake*. Amen.. 

And now, my readers,, see many more of my little Books, 
because there is great and important things yet to come^ 
and now may the spirit of his Grace be sufficient for us and 
lead us all to the realm of his everlastiag love, tlurou^ix 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen«. 



END OF THE SECOND & THIRD BOOKS^. 
BY EDWARD CROOK. 
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BOOK THE FOURTH. 
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The Book of Whoredom, and the. Cruelty of the Wicked, 



Now / have searched the Scriptures and f find that thii h 
one of the most common and most dangerous sinn that a Man 
or Woman can practice on the Earth, because, it is most abo- 
minabie in the sight of God, and it hath such a connexion 
with almost all other sins, as it pollutes the soulf flesh, and 
seed, and makes it none other than fit for the fuel of helL 
Therefore, read this book, and that with great attention^ and 
set the result of this great evil, and the thousands which ft 
hath slain, and see the crurlty of the wicked^ and let us look 
to the bleeding Lamb, and prny for mercy and grace so that 
we may be delivered from this »;rtat and sore evil before^ it is 
too late. 



Now I consider thu sin to be one of the greatest suii^ 
V'hich is comtiiiUerl under the \*!»ole Heavens. Kut now, 
my rea<U'rs, we sre that God blessed man at the beginninie^ 
and made him happ^, and he waa pure, and in love with h s. 
Maker. And (»od bussed them, and Ciod said uuto them, 
he fruitful, and multiply, and ffpltnish the Karth. Gen. i. 
27, 2B. And I hey were both naked, the man and his wife- 
and were not ashamed. Oen. ii. 25 They knew no shame, 
because fhey knew no sin; and liad they continued in that 
state, surely, th u llnir actions, works, an<i coi:cf*ption^ 
h<id b«'en in love with each oiher, and holy io their God^ 
But it appears that it was suffered that man should be tried, 
ami by his yielding to the temptvition of the d*vil, atid dis^ 
ohertience to the command of his God. ll appears t>y thisn 
that their rye's were opesied, and they knew that they were 
naked ; and Ihey sewed fi^ leaves together, and made the m^ 
selves aprons. And so it appears that they soon found a 
pi»Uty conscience, and thai tlieir lv>ly iiature wjis chaueecL 
from a love of vntue^ to that of vice. But af^ain, methuik«i 
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that iiierie yvei% fi moDitor, or conscience, working within, 
which made their flesh and hearts trtmble, sa3ring, what hast 
thou done, thou hath got nothing but the bulk of the sins 
of the whole world in thy nakedness, to appear before an 
holy God. And now, my readers, I may still lead on to 
the way of mab's restoration through Christ our Lord. But 
as this Book is called the Book of Whoredom. 1 shall^- 
thereforcy proceed ou to some of those lustful and wicked 
acts which men have committed, \%hich things you may find 
iu Holy Writ. And now I consider that there was something 
of this fjireat evil in man before the Floodi for it said that 
men took them wives of all which they chose, and that the 
imagination of the Ihouj^hts of his heart was only evil con- 
tinually, Gen. vi. 25. And their wickedness was so great 
so that the Lord destroyed them from off the face of the 
earth. (>eii. vii. 23. And it appears again that alter the 
Flood, that this sore evil sprang up again in Ham, which 
mocked his father in his weakness. Gen. ix. 22. And it ap- 
pears U> me that he vas the father ol many wicked uatioui, 
and pel haps of Sodom and (lomorrahi whom the Lord de- 
stroyed by brinibtone and fire. Gen. xix. 24. And after 
these things we read again and see how that the Childreu 
of Israel committed whoredom with thedaughteis of Moab, 
and they called the people unto the sacrifices of their godSf 
and the people did eat and bowed down to tlitir gods, and 
Israel joined himself unto BaaUpeor, and the anger of the 
Lord was kindled against Israel, And the Lord said unto 
Moses, take all the heads of the people and hang them up 
before the Lord against the sun, that the fierce anger of the 
Lord may be turned away from Israel. And Moses s^aid 
unto the judges ol Israel, slay ye every one his men that 
were joined unto Bdal-peor. And behold one of the 
Children of Israel came and brou;;lit unto his brethren a 
Midianitish woman in the sight of Moses, and in the sight of 
all the congregation af the Children of Israel, who Were 
weeping before the tabernacle. And when Phinehas, the 
son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, the priest, saw it, he rose 
up from among the congregation and took a javtlin in his 
hand ; and he went after the man of Israel into the tent 
and thrust both of them through, the man of Israel, and the 
woman through her belly. So the plague was staged from 
the Children of Israel. And those that died in the plague 
Were twenty and four thousand. Numbers xxv. 1. And 
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now «ve see the results of this great evil. And the pride 
and the wicked lust of this nature^ if it is not restrained 
from, will ruin the body and sink the poor soul into hell. 
Therefore, if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it outfit is 
better for thee to enter into the kingdom of Ood» with one 
eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire ; where 
their worm dietb not, and the fire is not quenched. Mark ix,7. 
And again, after those thingSi in the time of the judges of 
Israel, when there was no king in Israel, that there was a 
certain Levite sojourning on the side of Mount Ephraim, 
who took to htm a concubine out of Bethlehem Judah, and 
bis concubine played the whore against him, and went away 
from him unto her father's house, and was there four whole 
months. And her husband arose' and went after her, to 
speak friendly unto her, and to bring her back again. And 
when he came to her father's house, her father received him 
joyfully, and he abode with him four days. And it appears 
that they were peaceable and merry together, and his father 
in-law wished them tu have stayed longer. But it seems 
that he did not wish to become burdensome to his father-in- 
law. Therefore his desire was to return home again, so 
the Levite and his concubine, and his servant, returned 
home again, and they came over against Jebas. Now the 
day being far spent, his servant wished his master to lodge 
there. But his master said unto him, we will not turn aside 
hither into the city of a stranger that is not of the Children 
of Israel, but we will pass over to Gibeah, which belongeth 
to Benjamin ; and it came to pass that when the Levite was 
in the streets of the city, he sat him down, for there was no 
man that took them into his bouse to lodging. But behold 
there was an old man coming from his work out of the 
iielcl, and when he came to them he spoke friendly unto 
them and took them into his house to lodge them. But 
now. it appears, that there was some very wicked men in 
this city, and they beset the bouse so that the Levrte was 
obliged to let them have his concubine to do what they 
pleased with her ; and they knew her and abused her all 
the night, so that it appears she was found dead at the door 
in the morning. And the Levite took her up upon an ass 
and gat him to his place. And it appears that he laid it to 
heart so much that he took a knife and divided her into 
twelve pieces, and sent her into all the coasts of Israel for 
them to consider what ^hey had best do concerning this 
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«yU iiiaHer. And it was go that all that saw it $hh\ there 
was no such deed done or Been front the day that tli» 
Children of l8rae\ came up out of the Land of Egypt. See 
Judges XX. And they took eounsii, and srnt to the; 
Children of Benj-dinio, their brolh«r, saving, deliver to u& 
the men the Children of Belial which arc in (iiheah that we 
may put them to death. But the Children of Benjamin 
would not hearken to the voice of their brethreD« the 
Ci'ildren oflsiaeU But the Children of Benjamin (nathered: 
themselves together to hattle against their brethren and 
now this shucking event which took plaee through this 
trinful and lustful and wicked act which had heen commit- 
ted. It appears^ if 1. mistake not, that the Benjamites de- 
stro\ed of the Israelites down to the ground forty thousand ; 
»ud'the Children of Israel destroyed down to the ground 
of the Children of Benjantin twenty and fiv« thousand meo 
and upwards And this gr<at and sore event srems to 
have occurred from the abuse whic b was done to the Le- 
vites concubine. And it appears that there was more de* 
stroyed of the Chihiren of Israel than theic were of the 
Children of Benjamin, yet the Berjamiles seemed to he 
most in fault. Jutiges xx. And what can we say concerning; 
these things? who can tell, it may be that the children of 
Israel, probably had committed some sin of nnehanlinesa. 
But not so much public to the wirrld nor so abusive^ and 
if they had, no wonder vhy both paities were destroyed. 
But O how marvelous and misterious are thy wjorks and 
judgments O Loid, are not thy whys- and wisdom in vhe 
heavens, and in the sKie, and in the dvf p waters. O, b 
intreat thee to humble my soul in thy sif^ht, lest ^or fear 
that I should fall into some great evil and thou cut me otF 
from the larih. And a^ain, we also see that David com* 
milted a vt ry gicat sin by comn>ittins: adultery with Bath- 
ftheba, the wite of Uriah. 2 Sam. \\. '2. Now this sin of 
Tavid's in cummitting adultery was vtry great, but this is 
not all, for he added to it, (or it appears that he caused 
Uritth to tall l»y the sword of the Children of Animon, to 
conceal b'H own vicktdness. And again, David's sin was 
veiy great in thi5 stnse, now he bting reprtseitted a? a man 
of Gull, and at the 6ame time iiiHutgMl himself in this 
wicked act, it was therefore a huit to the cause of God, 
liiid it also gave great occasic'U to ihe rnemie^ of the Lord 
to bltispheme his most holy tame. 'Ihereiore, let this be «, 
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caiittoo for every on<* that professetb to he a chrittialOy thtt 
is» to keep himself by ^race unspotted froii tba world. 
James i, 27. But now I had rather come short here, for it 
appears t4)tit David sincerely repented, and whom the Lond 
cofidemiis not. Let not me condemn, but behold my litlle 
Book called Repentance, and see how this sin grieved hit 
precious soul. But again^ and David took her, who had 
been Ihe wife of Uriah, to he his wife, but the child died ; 
and after this, she bare him another son, and he called his 
name Solomon, and the Lord laved 4iim ; and after tiiis, in 
a dream, God said unto Solomon, ask what I shall give thee, 
and in the choice which God gave him, he asked, and pre* 
fcrring understanding and wisdom, rather than long life, or 
riches, or the life of his enemies. And the thing which 
Solomon asked for, pleased the Lord, so that the Lord gave 
him wisdom, peace, honour, and riches. 1 Kings, c. iii* 
And he was counted the wisest man upon the earth. And 
now, I say, look and behold this great m»n, and that he 
•eems to be strengthened and fortihed against all evil and 
temptations. But see how he was drawn away, and that 
by the allurement of women. King Solomon loved many 
•tf^ge women, together with the danohter of Pharaoli, 
women of the Moa bites. Ammonites, Edomites, ZidouianS) 
and Hittites. Of the nations concerning %vhich the Lord 
•aid unto the Childr»n of Isiael, Ye shall not go into ihem, 
neither shall tliey come in unto you; for surely they wiU 
turn awav your lieart after iheir Gods; Solomon cleave 
unto these in love. And he had seven hundred wivea^ 
princesses, and three hundred concubines; and his wms 
tui^tvefl 'Sfway his heart. And by the allurement of womei^ 
and proud lusts he fell away to idolatry, and paid homage 
to strange Gods. 1 Kings, xi. I. Therefore, he that thinkest 
he standeth, let him take heed, lest he fall. But now, I 
aliall leave the bad deeds of Solomon here, hoping that he 
repented, and that his soul is at rest in glory ; and you may 
aee his sweet couhshI and exhortation, and that is for us to 
avoid and to shun those eVils. In some of my works folio wifig, 
which is most worthy of your notice, but ()lessed is the man 
that is like Job, for he seemi innocent of these things, &ob« 
serve what he aavth of these things, he saith it is an benious 
crime, a fire that consumeth to destruction. Job, xxxi, H. 
And again, hear what Isaiah saith concerning these charac* 
ter«; they enflame themselves with idols under every green 
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tree» fthying the children io tbt Taller s under ihe clifi of 
the rocks. Isaiah, Ivit, 5. And didst debase themselves 
unto hell, v. 9. And again, in another place, Jeremiah 
saith, lift up thine eyes unto the high places, and see where 
Ihou bast not been lien with. In the ways hast thou sat 
for them, as the Arabian in the wilderness, and thou hast 
polluted the land with thy whoredoms and with thy wicked- 
ness. Therefore the showers have been withholden* and 
there hath been no latter rain; and Ihou hadst a whore's 
forehead} thou refusedest to be ashamed. Jeremiah, iii, 2. 
And again, he sait hi have seen also in the prophets of 
Jerusalem an horrible thing ; they commit adultery, and 
ivalk in lies; they strengthen also the bands of evil doers, 
that none doth return from his wickedness; they are all of 
them unto me as Sodom, and the inhabitants thereof as 
Gomorrah. Jeremiah xxiii, 14. And again, behold the 
whorish state of Jerusalem and thtrir grrat abominations 
which are fully dcsciihed in ihe IG chap, of fizt'kiel. Now 
the Lord had bcf n mindful uf tbem, and done them good, 
and blessed them withfilenty ; but insttad of returuinj; 
gratitude hud tliHukhii praters and praises unto their God 
for the same, thiy indulged themsi-lves in all manner of 
whorish practices, so that they were counted worse than 
Sodom. How weak is thine luart saith the Lord Gofl» see- 
ing thou dufst all tlie^e thing*, the work ot an imperious 
whoribh wunian? anil behold ihe Judgment ol the Lord in 
ibis chapter, pronounced against iheni tor their evil wcrks* 
And agHiii, tht* prophet speaks much of their proudf lust- 
lull, and Mi»ori>h practiies in the 23d chapti'r, and of the 
juil^ujints oi Ood pronDuneed against them for the vame. 
And iio\«, my nailrrs, tht'se lustful and uhorish practices 
if they are not restrained from, will lead men and \«omen 
into blood-shedding to support and satisfy their wicked 
and lustiul appetites, and if not repented of it appears that 
such will be judged as blood-shcdders* See c« xvi. 38, 
xxiii, 45, Rev. xvii, 6« And again, bear the word of the 
Lord by N ahum the Prophet, concerning Nineveh that great 
li .V Tiie horsi ntiMi lifttth up both the bri»ht sword and 
the ^Uturiiig i^jMar; ami tlieie is a iniilitude of slain, and a 
gteal iiuiHlter ol catcases; aixi tlu:re is nune eud of their 
cor(>be2) ; tlie) bluit.hle ii|iuii their corpses ; and for what 
caust:^ Because of the luultituJe of the whoredoms of the 
wellfsvoured harlot, the mistress of witchcrafts, thalseUeth 
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behold the Rerelalion to John the Divine concerning th«t 
great sin, and he saith. there came one of the seven angeb 
and talked with roe, saving unto me, come btth(*r ; I wiH 
shew unto thee the judgment of the ^reat whore that sitteth 
upon many wafers: with whom the Kings of the Earth have 
committed fornication, and the inhabitersof the earth have 
been made drunk with the wine of her fornication. Soke 
carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness ; and I saw 
a woman sit upon a scarlet colonred bea«t, full of names of 
blasphifmy, and the woman was arrayed in purple and 
scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones 
and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abomU 
nations and filthiness of her fornication ; and upon her fore* 
bead whs a name written, Mystery, Babylon the Greatt the 
Mother of ffarlots and Abominations of the Earth. And I 
saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and 
with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. Rev. xvii, I* And 
again, it is said that all nations have drunk of the wine of 
the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth bavo 
commiited fornication with her, c. xviii, 3. And he saitli 
nnto me, the waters which thou sawest, where the whore 
8itleth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and 
tongues* And the women which thou sawest is that great 
city, which reigneth over the kingn of the earth, c. xvii, l^» 
18. And in her was found the blood of prophets, and o4 
siauts, and of all that were slain upon the earth, c. xviit,24« 
And I heard another voice fiot.. Heaven, saying, come out 
of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sinst and 
that ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins liavo 
reached unto Heaven, and God hath remembered her ini* 
qnities. Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double 
unto her double according to her works; in the cup which 
•he hath filled fil to her double. Therefore shaU her 
plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine ; 
tiid she shall be Utterly burnt with fire; for strong is tbe 
Lord God who judgeth her. Rev. xviii, 4. And after 
these things I beard^a great voice of much people in heaven^ 
*^yi>ig» Ailtluia: iSalvation, and Glory, and honor, and 
power, unto the Lord our God. For true and righteous 
%re his judgments; for he hath judged the great whore, 
vrbich did corrupt the earth with her fornication, an>1 bnfli 
Avenged the Wood of his servants at her hand. And ag^m 
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tbej said. Alleluia. And her 4moke rose up for ever mndl 
«ver. Rev. six, !• Now it appenrii to me by scripture, iW^ 
1 flDitttake vet. that those Babylonians was descendants 
fram Ham, who mocked his father in his weakness. Gen. 
ix,;22. And it brought a curse upon him, and it seems ta 
lie a great sore and growing evil among ihe Rabvlonians* 
and it is -greatly to be feared it was to the destruction oP 
f»aay thousands of souls. But still I beiieve that the Keve^ 
latioii hath an allusion to all who continually practice thia 
wicked and lustful sin in the world, therefore, mock not iUy 
lender father nur thy tender mother in their weakness^ 
aaithcr grieve them as long as they live, that a blessing 
nay come upon you by their prayers from the Lord, for 
the prayers of a righteous man availeth much. (See tny 
Book called by this name.) Now hear what King Solomon 
salth conceining these things, a roan which I believe expe* 
Henced as much or more thau any man by the allurementft 
of women. O behold his good counsel which he gives in 
his Proverbs, and liow he recommends to us wisdom and 
the fear of the Lord, and he saith it is to deliver thee front 
the strange woman, from the stranger which flattereth with 
her words, which forsak«ih the guide of her youth, and fof'- 
gctteth the covenant of her God, for hf r house inclinetli 
unto death, and her path unto the dead. Prov. ii, 16. But 
at the first her lips seem to drop as an honeycomb, and lier 
■louth is smoother than oil ; but her end is bitter as worni*> 
woody sharp as a two-edged sword Her feet go down to 
dtaih, her steps take hold on hell. Lest thou shouldest 
lieader Ihe path of life, her ways are moveable, that thou 
canst not know them. Hear me now, therefore, O ynt chiU 
dreu, and depart not from the words of my mouth. Ke- 
■sove thy way far from her, and come not nigh the door 
of her house; lest thou give thine honour unto others, and 
Iby years unto the cruel; lest strangers be filled wiih thy 
wealthy and thy labours be in the house of a stranger, and 
and thou mourn at the last, when thy flesh and tby^jodj 
are consumed, and say, how have I hated instrucfion, and 
my heart despised reproof. Pov. v, 3. And he saith again» 
Lust not after her beauty in thine heart ; neither let her 
lake thee with her eyelids. For by means of a whorish 
woman a man is broirghl to a piece of bread ; and the aduU 
iress will huut for the precious life. Can a man take tire 
in Ills bosom, and his clothes not be burned P Can one go 
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Upon hot coat5» and liis fe^t not be burned T So he ihar 
guelh ill to hi& neighbour's wife, shall not be fn^io^eiit. 
Wlioso commit telh ad ulttTy with a woman, is weak; he 
that ditelb it destroyelh his own toul. Prov» c.'vi. \M 
again, Solomon, here by his much experience setteth forth 
the crainness of a whorr, and the %vay *n which she inlK^es' 
a vonu^ w4ttton. For at the wiutSow of my house I looked 
through my casemenfi ami beheld among the simple on^s, 
1 discerned among the youtlis, a. young man void ofundcfN 
ilaiiding, passing th'onuh ihe nirefts near her corner; an9 
lie went the way to ber h(Mise,in the Iwilightyin the eveuins;» 
intlie Ltdck and darli nii'lit: and, behoht, there met hiili')i 
wtnnant with the attire of an harlot, and subtil of htat-U 
She is loud aiid stubborn; her feet abide not in her house': 
Nuvv is itlie without, now in the streets, and lietb iu wait at 
every cormr. So she caught him, anri kissed him. and with 
an iinpudt'ot face said iinto him, I have peace oflcrings 
Hilh me; tbiii day have 1 p^iil my vows. Therefore came 
I J'orth to mett thee, dili;;eutU t<i seek tlijr face, and I have 
found tbee, I huve bedecked my bed with coverings of 
ia)>estry, with 'curved works, %vith fine linen of Cgypt. f 
lidve perfumed my bed with myrrh, ahie?, and cinnamon. 
Come, let us take our fill of love until the morning: let us 
&i»lace ourselves wiih lo%es. So with her ninch fair speech 
she caust'd him to yield, with the flattering of her lips she 
forced him. So he goeth ufter her straightway, as an ox 
goetli to the slaught« r, or as a fool lo the correeiiou of the 
Mocks; till a dart sMike through his liver; as a bird hasteth 
to the snare, atirt knoweth not that it is for his life. Hearken 
uaiume now, Oye chiidieii, and attend to the words of my 
m.mth. Let not thine heart decline to her wavs, go nol 
a»tray in her (lalhs. for ^he haili castdviwn many wounded : 
yea, many strong men have been slain by her. Her hou^e 
is the way to hell, going down to the chambers of Heath, 
i'rov.c.vii. For she sitteth at the door of her house, on a 
4fat;in the high places of the city, to call the passengers 
who go right on tlieir way**: wIiomi is simp'le, let Him turn 
ill hither: and as for him that %van!eth nmler^tandmg, ^^he 
&aliu lo him, sto!en \%atcr'« are sweet, and ))tetd eateii in 
secret iii pleasant. But he knnweth nol that iUe deal ar^. 
there; an<i that her guests are in th** depths of hell. Proy. 
ix, 14. Therefore, my readers, be niii ilec€iv#»d, Cii^rl in, 
Jiot mocke<t, for whatsoever a man »o\veth, that ^h«H li<j. 
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«1so reap; for he tliat sowelh to his flesh, -shall of fht* fle^h 
reap corruption; but he that sowcth to the spirit, sliall of 
the spirit rf<«p life everlasting. Gal. vi. 7. And again, we 
sc« that the law and command of God is this, thou shall 
not approach unto a woman to uncover her nakedness 
as long as she is put apart for her uncleanness* Lev* 
xviii, 10. But see how far sinful men and women come 
short of this, and hear what St. Paul saith concerning the 
ijrentiles, and see how far they was from his holy law. For 
ihcy changed the irulh of God into a lie, and worshipped 
and served the creature more than the Creator, who is 
blessed for ever* Auien. Rom. i, 2&. And for this cause 
<jod gave them up unto vile affections; for even their 
women did change the natural iise into that which is against 
nature. And likewise alsu the men, leaving the natural use 
•fthe woman, burne<t in their lust one towards another : 
fnen with men, so that thev were iilled with all manner of 
wickedness. See Romans, c 1. And again, hear and a^e 
what the law of Moses saith of these things. Leviticus, c* 
1^0. But now, my iellow-sinners, i would advise you to hear 
ifhat the Disciples of Christ say. Dearly beloved, I be- 
seech you to abstain from de&hly lusts, which \%ar against 
Ihe soul. I Peter, ii, II. But put ye on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, that is to say. Gospel Grace. For the night of igno* 
ranee Mtlh us ought to be far spent, because the gospel day 
is at hand* Let us, therefore, cast off the work of dark* 
•ness, and let us put on the armour of light, aud make not 
]>rovision for the flesh to fui6<l the lust thereof. For all that 
>is in the world the lust ofthefles^lj, aud the lust of the eyes, 
-and the pride of lite is not of the father; but is of the 
"world, aitd 4he world passeth away, and ttie lusts thereof. 
But he tha^ doeth the v^ill of God abidtth for ever. There- 
fore, al4 you ihat read this book, be ye aware of this great 
and sore evil, L^cause I believe that there is no sin that u 
miich -more cfetestable in the sight of God than this sin 
which 1 have stated, neither do I think that there is any 
sin kept in practice much more tlian this sin, that is to say, 
either by longing or lustful thoughts, or the desire of the 
evil heart, or by private and open practices* Whosoever 
iooktth upen a weman to fust t^ter her hath committed 
adulter!/ with htr aheadjf in his heart, saith our Lord. 
Matt. V, 2ft. Now the best uay to resist this great aud sore 
«vil, is by grace and humble pra>er, througli Christ, aud to 
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fetrGod; and, like Joiepb, sa^ how etn I do tlis great 
wickedness, and sin against God. Gen. xi[xix» 9* Novr 
this villi expel this sin out of the body and sotil. At some 
certain times, I believe, when nothing else perhaps will not* 
Therefore, let us look to the Bleeding Lamb, and pray for 
repentance, mercy, and grace^ so that we may be delivered 
irom this great and sore evil before it be too late* Amca. 



THE CRUELTY OF THE WICKED. 



Oh behold what Satan, disobedience, and sin bath done^ 
4ind how cruel it hath made the offspring of Adam. Now 
It appears tbat after the fall, that Eve •conceived and hove 
Cain, and said I have gotten a uKin from the Lord. But 
perhaps she was not rif;htly aware what sin had done, and 
the sting which it had left in their offspring, and likely she 
thought that be would becolne their help, support, and joy* 
and comfort* But, alas! he become their grief, shame, and 
sorrow, and I say, as Tbave said in another place, we know 
not what enemy bangs at tiie breast of a mother; for we 
see that after Cain that Eve bare Abel his brother, and in 
process of time it came to pass that they brought their 
offerings unto the Lord, and the Lord had respect unto 
Abel, and bis offering: but unto Cain, and to his offerings 
he had not respect, because his ways was not right in the 
sight of the Lord. And it appears tbat this filled bis heart 
with hatred, envy, and malice against his righteous brother. 
But still, we see what fair conditions the Lord set before 
Cain concerning his acceptance* But it appears tbat all 
would not suffice nor assuage his wroth, and it is said, tbat 
Cain talked with Abel, bis brother, and lam ready to think 
that he talked with him very unreasonable, unfair, and 
»wk\«'ard. But a^^ain, melhinks that on the other baud that 
Abil talked viith bim reasonable, fair, ami r*^lit, and v\ith 



^lf9od Kiiifte* But it tpptfars tbiit all would oot sildlcr, fat 
^we see that with crUlfl Nads and a tinful and mulidnws 
Ireart and «ptriti how that he rose i>p a<id4lfW his rij&hlenua 
brother. A Caii\ wilh cru4l hiikidg, ihoii diiht deslmy thy 
mothtr's love and faihir's jovt anil the voiie ol'Ahera 
btiiod cried untn 4he Lord tVom the i^niMnd, fur he f'ounifl 
DO mercy frtHh fhe hand of bis hnitlivi' ii|ioii the <«i'tli. 
Therefore, it appears that he cried iiiilo the Lord that be 
mii'ht look upon it, and thri»ii»li Chrut h^ himself tumid 
the mercies of heaven* But il'lhe Lord had no more mercy 
on us than we sometimes have for one anotner, 1 ahv then 
if it were so, then we shoulJ lie ainioit destitute oC ni«'rcy« 
But bless the Lord it is n«*t so, hut his Idood sfieaks belter 
things than that of Abel's. Now, according t<i our laws^ 
which appear to be just and right, I say hy this law, man's 
blood seems to cLiim justice. But blest l»e the Lamb of 
God, fnr Ms "tflood clanils Ofercy. And ai^ain, after the 
flood we see how pride, Inst, wickedness, and cin.'lty btgiiti 
to spiing up in the evil htart of man, lor %ve read of the 
sodomites, and there we see that how histiut* wicked, and 
c^trelllrey "Were; for knelhinks that they would have de* 
'iiyoyed Cot wilh the tivo Angf'ls of Heaven, had it lain m 
th<^r pow^r. But by the power of the Lord these blessed 
oitfes smote them With bfindness, so that tliev could not 
hurt their precfbos s^uls. And, pei'haps lh<'.-e sddomiies^ 
never i^aw tvo nrove at all^ for it ap|>eari that iu a little line 
•f hey died by the fire ol his ve^geanee, in ntiserv, groiins, 
'Uhi\ fea'r^. Now, Lot had said to his sons-in-huv which 
^frarrii^d hl9 daughters, up gel ye out of this place for the 
Lord will destroy this city; but he se< nied a^ one that 
'ih<.cked Unto his boiis-in-law. Oh, utiw what a Uvely figure 
'9s t'hi^ 6i the punishDient of Ihe wickid in hell fire; boW 
^tnany rh(<re ^e^emetli to be, it is to be lamented, who, wli**n 
4hey tfrb forwWnted <#f the lake of iire and brim:it«>nf, make 
>>n)bck o'f it a'n<l Avill not betif ve it. till, like the soos-in la%v 
'of L,ot« ^he^ Come to feel the scorchini^ htal as they t)i<i fh« 
burning of Sordom and Gomorrah. * riiereiore, niv.readeis, 
these things are left upon reconl. for voa and lor ni**, for 
*an exHmp'le that we fulfow not their .^^tc^ps; and snlUiere 
^s in this subject 'soniething very remarkable, bul 1 must 
i>n\\U But one thing be \e aware of, aud that is, see ttiat 

Je 'fight nut against this holy messengers of God. (len, c. 
9. And again, we also read of the cruelly of Pharaohs 
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Kin^of Ggypt« who knew not GoH ; aud how he eoinmaitdeti 
t!i<* mid wives to kill the dear iiii'ttnts ui Isr^tel as «oaii nr* 
tlit^y W4S delivered i'toia Uirir mothtfr's woiub, t^Vfn la the 
ti•il^ of their sharp travail, paia ai^d sorrow. Hut still the 
L(»r(1 had raerc}' upon Ihem, and at hi» eood he t«iok away 
tht lii)g*s life. Exod. ii, 23. Aud again, we st*e how cruei 
till* Phllislines was to put out the e>es of Samson^ or bored 
out his e^es, and bound him with tetters of brass; and he 
did grind in the p i^on house. Judgus, %\\% 21. Ah, Sanw 
SOD, was nol thine heart enticed by a woiHan, and did not 
not she deceive thee, and cau»e thy strenuth to fail, and 
brought thee into boi^dage and shorttned thy days. But 
agaio. we also read that some of the Kinsfs of Israel was^ 
very cruel and wicked in iht^ir days, even Saul the nrsC 
Kui^ of Israel, i'oc we see and read huw tiiat he slew th& 
I'rif&ts of the Lord. At that lime when he pursued after 
David to lake away his li-tV, for we read and see how that 
Uuvid ill the lime <d hi« distress came U* Nob to the Priest.. 
whuse name was Altimelech aud ivqui'sied some relief, aud 
by David's siubtile and fair speech Aninieltch in the iuteg* 
nty of Ins heart, it appears, supplied his nece»^ary wantSr 
And Saul, David's enemy, hearing of k was wroth with 
Aliitneiech, and woikl 1 not ht ar hn cause. But commanded 
uad blew on thdt day fourscore aud five persons that did 
y\*idt a linen cpluxi. Be slew those which he had no com- 
mand to Slav, and he spared sotue oi tli'in which the Lord 
bad commnKh'd him to ^iay. See 1 .>am. \v. 9* But it 
appears that Doeir was ihe informer or )nsti<i'ah)r to thi« 
wiiked act, and it appears ihdt Uavid speaks of it in ihcr6'4 
Psahu. but uotivithatandin^ there may be sonrH*thing of 
the just judgment of God in this. See L Saui. ii ^ to 31 ; 
ii» li. But nevertheless it appears that Saul was very 
cruel aud wicked in doin^ of it, for it is said tiiathe smote 
Nob the city of the priest willi the edt^e of ihe ^word, both 
men and women, ciiildreu and suckliii;;s, aii^i the dumb 
auimals thereof, smote he with the edge of the sword* i 
iiaiu. xxii. IB, 19« But it came to pass, after tliis« ll at his 
own sword departed not fro.m him, tor in the day of battle 
be was sore wounded by the archers, and he commanded 
Iii3 arniuUrboarer to slay him. but he would not ; theretorts. 
^•iui tuuk a sword. a>id fill upoti it, aud so- 1^ cadcd hi**. 
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'^ay». He ^nn crtiel to others, and »t la-st be became ctuel 
to hindsetf. 1 Sam* xx%u 4. And again, we see ttiat Abab, 
King of I«rael, was very cruel and wicked in his reign, and 
so was Jesebel his wife, for they was so worldly minded and 
•o covetous and so cruel that they brought in a false accu* 
sation of blasphemy against Naboth, and took away hb life 
to the intent of taking possession of his field. I Kings, xxi. 
18. But observe, my brethren, it was in the days of old as 
it is now, that is to say, sometimes we see in tills life that 
the innocent are condemned and loose their UVes, and the 
fuilty go free. But this denotes that there is a judgment 
day to be, and the Lord by the mouth of Elijah denounceth 
judgment against Ahab and Jezebel his wife, and this was 
their end in this life. Ahab was wounded in the battle and 
he died, and the dogs licked up his blood, I Kings, xxii, 
SB. And Jezebel, Ahab's wife was thrown down out of a 
window and the dogs eat up her flesh. 2 Kings, ix, 33, 34, 
90. According tolhe word of the Lord which he spake 
by Elijah the Prophet. 1 Kings, xxi, 23, 24. See my 
iittle Book called •* The Power of God against thr- Wicked." 
And we see and read that many of the Kings of Israel and 
Judah were very wicked and cruel in their days, such as 
Manasseh, and many more, and see how this grieved the 
spirit of the holy one. But many a tiitoe was the Lord mer 
ciful unto'them and to save them out of the hands of fheii 
enemies, and would not stir up all his wrath. O how many 
times he seut unto them his messengers of love because he 
bad compassion upon his people, and on his dwelling place. 
But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised his 
words, and misused his prophets nntil the wrath of the 
Lord arose against his people till there was no reroi*dy. 2 
Chron. xxxvi, 16. And the City of Jerusalem was besieged 
lintil there was uo bread, and the city was brokeu up and 
the King of Babylon took ihe city and burned it with fire, 
and he was so cruel that he took the King Zedekiah and his 
sons, and they slew the si)ns of Zedekiah before his eyes, 
and put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him with fet- 
ters of brass, and carried him to Babylon.. 2 Kings, xxv, 7* 
See Jer. xxxix, 6. But again, we see hoAv that the King ot 
Babylon had the mastery of the children of Israel, and car- 
•ried them away captive, but not becanse he was righteous. 
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^mi becftuse tiley was wicked, therefore the Lord t^elirerciA 
tbem into his hands. And we read also in the Boon <it' 
•Dantei of his idolatry, pride^ and cruelty. Pot it is said^ 
that he made an image of gold, whose heightb ^a» three- 
score citbifs and the breadth thereof six cubit's, end Ife 
commanded that all hrs people, nations 6s latigaingps, should 
fall down and worship his mage which he had ditide, and, 
btang so full of pritfe and cruelty, ^commanded that those 
that worshiped it uof, should the same liour be cast into 
the midst of a burning fiery ftirnace. Dan. iii, O. And 
at that time the Children of Israel* was in bondage as k 
were, and lay utider hrs mercy as he thought, hut at the 
same time there was, as it appears, a few righteous souls 
among thete, of whom was Shadracfa, Meshach, and Abed^ 
nego, and these men, it is said, regarded not the king's de- 
cree, they served not his Gods, nor worshipped hi« golden 
image, which' he had set up ? D«h Hi, 12. Then the'knigl 
to shew his pride and power was dO cruel that h« cotiH 
manded that they should heat the furnace one seveo times 
more than it was wont to be heated. And he conttnandid 
the most mighty men that wt^^re in his army to bind Sh«d«- 
rach, Meshach, aud Abed-nego, and lo cast them into the 
burning fiery furnace. 1 hen these men were boimdifi theif 
coats, their hosen, and their hats, and their other garments, 
and were cast into the midst of the burriiiig liery funmce* 

1 here fore because the kiu^*s commandment was urgent, 
and furnace exceeding hot, the flame-of the tire sltw those 
men that took up Shadrach» Meshach, and Abed*neg«« 
And these three men, Shadrach, Meshacb, and Abed-tiega, 
ftli down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 
v.!23. But the Lord was with tliem there, and delivered 
their rightt ous souls, so that they received no fKirt, v. 27* 
And it/appears to me that Nebuchadnezzar the King would 
have made something like a hell for the righteons, lM»t 
hell itself was never made for the righteous^ neither 
shall they endure it although thti earth may be setonlire^ 

2 Peter, iri, 10, I'i. t'orthe eyes of the Lord are over tht 
righteous, aud his ears are open to {their prayers, t^t 
it is true, I suppose, that some have been burnt at Ihe 
stakci and that tor the cause of holy religion. But autelf 
this was suffered of God, and that to be for some wi«e|iuiEw 
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p64f ; and it also exhibits to out view \he cruelty of sin anrf^ 
satan; and it also t^hews us whaf zeal and love the chrts-* 
tian hatb for bis Lord and master; and it aK^u shows us 
that their love and attachment to his cause is stronger than 
death* But still, Uy what hath been mentioned co-ncernin«; 
the three holy children, we see by this that God can deliver- 
as from the burning flames when he pleasetli ; and he aUu 
can bring the cruel, proud, boastful spirit down, and lay it 
as loM aA the beasts of the tield. And thus it was by the 
king Nebuchadnezzar. See Dan. iv, 30. But at tirst, when 
he saw the mighty work of God display itself in the burn-, 
ing fiery furnace, beseemed to be soinewhdt humbled. But 
ai;ain, after all this, it appears that his proud spirit was 
lifted up at that time when he said, is not this great Baby- 
lon» that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the 
migiit of my power, and for the honor of my mhjesty? And 
the same hour he was driven froxn men, and dnl cat graas^ 
as oxen, till his hairs are grown like eagles' feathers^ 
and his nails like birds' claws. Oau. iv, 33* But at the 
end of thobe days the Lord bad mercy upon him, and con- 
vinced him of his wicked error, and his understanding and 
reason returo€<l unto him, and he praised and txtolled and 
honored the King of Heaven, and cocl'esied that his works 
are truth and his wa^s- jnd/^ment, and those that walk in 
pride he is able to abase. Dan. ci\ap. 5* But to see mure 
of the goodness of God towards these thiee holy children, 
see my little Uook, "God's care for bis People." Aud coht 
corning .the King of Babylon, see my little Book, *• Ti^e 
Power of (iod against the Wicked/' And a:;ain, look aud 
beb'dd how Job sets lorth the cliaracter of the cruelty of 
the wicked. Job. chap. 24. Aud now we are couk; to the 
JSew 'J'estament, and there we soe the cruelly of Herod the 
King. 1 he Wise ^U'Q of the East it appears, by a. star, 
had some token of the birth of Curist, and they made u 
known to Herod the King. But whtfu the wi^e men bad 
iouiid the child Jesus, they did not return to bring the kiu^ 
Word agai'), according to his desire, because they was 
wavned of God in a dream that they should not, therefore, 
thc> der>a»iei» into thi-ir own countrv another wav. Then 
Herodf when he saw tiiat l»e \\m» mocked i»f the wise lueu,, 
waseAceeiiidg wrulh, auO ao ciu<.i tba.l he si^ut forth and, 
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slew all the ehiUlren th^t were in Bethlehem, and mall the 
coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according; to 
the time which he had diligently enquired of the wifie men. 
Matt, ii, 16. Oh, my readers, we hear and feel of ^reat 
distresses, troubles, adversity, and afflictions in our days. 
But ours is but little in comparison to what we read of in 
the Holy Scripture. For how severe, sharp, keen, and 
cutting it must he in a case like this, that is, for the poor 
dear infants to be snatched from the brt^ast^ or from the 
hands of their fathers and mothers and then to be stain as 
it were before their eyes. Surely, methinks that it was like 
tearing off the flesh from their dear parents bones. But, 
a<;ain, it may be probable that he was afraid of some revival 
or opposition or competition against himself or his house. 
Concerning the Kintr of the Jews, so it appears to fne that 
his intent was this, that is to say, by slaying all those poor 
infants of Bethlehem he thought that be should be sure to 
kill the child Jesus, which was represented the King of the 
Jtws. But, b!ebs the Lord, O my soul, for thou deHvered 
thy beloved son out cf his hands, until his days were ac- 
complished, so that he should he the propitiation for our 
sins, and not for our's only, hut also for the sins of the 
whole world. 1 Epistle of John, ii, 2. Oh, thou crael 
monster if thou never repented, surely then God will bring 
you into judgment for these things, and that he will require 
the blood of ilipsc dear infants at your hands. But, my 
readers, as I have no comment to go by, that is upon a 
subject like this, I would advise you to see what the com 
meutators say upon it, for it appears to me that he was a 
very cruel and wicked Kiu<,% and I think, perhaps, that he 
died an infamous death, and so departed without being de* 
sired. But stilt let us leave this subject to the will of God, 
for we kiiow that the Judge of all the Earth will do right 
because he is righteous. And again, we read of John the 
Baptist, and he vias a good man, which set forth the Oos- 
'(*el, justice and the tiulh, the things which God loves. 
Now Herod the tetrarch, beinj;: reproved by hiui for Hero- 
dias his brother Philip's wife, and for all the evils which 
Herod had done. Added yet this above al/, that he «hut 
up John in prison. Luke iti, 20. And when Herod's 
btitU-da} was kept, the dau^^liter of Herodias danced be* 
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fore tbeiiit and pleased Herod, Where^poi) he pirpi^iyejtt 
WHh »a osilh to give Uei wliatevifr &bf wpuld 9sk. Avd b«r 
tt^tlher k appears vi^as lifted up nith too much luU and 
pfide, and eruelty; io&1ruct«d her daughter 90 tliat 
•he a«ke<i for the head of John the Baptist in a charger. 
And &o to satwfjf h<ir proud lu&tful heart, and sinfiil ^p^^ 
petite, this holy man lohn, he was beheaded m the prisop. 
And his hi^^d was biou^^ht in s^ cl)arger» and given to th^ 
dvBierl ; and sIm* hrougla it to her mother. Matt, xiv. 6. 
Oh, lihat a proud, cruei, revengeful act was this. Oh«how 
ivill this stand in the d^y of judg»«ut, if this holy man's 
head appears unto them in like mautier, as it dif) when they 
executed bim upon the earth. Surely, methiiiks that thf y 
wili appear with horror, le^r, and sb^me, if his hiood shonid 
be Fciquired at their bands. And agaip, in another place 
we see %hat by cruel hands how they sf oned holy StepheOf 
w-ho testified unto the people the truth which is oi Jesus 
out of the holy scripture* 3ut great was bis faitb» and the 
giory which be saw, and be commeudeth his soul to the 
care of his Lord, and at his death prayed for his ejuemicis; 
aiid bis soul ascended up ipto Heaven, a^nd do doubt but 
wb»t his station is in the heavenly mansions of Ipve. Acts, 
o. 7* And uovv, my readers, if you observe and t^he notice 
of what halh been mentioned in the Book of Whoredom, 
mad in this of the Cruelty of the Wicked, then you will aee 
that it pJaunly appears and shews us that through the 
pride and lust that is in the heart of man, proceed evil 
ihoughls, murders, adulteries, fornications, tbeOs^ taUe wit- 
ness, blasplhemies, and these are the tbing^j saith our Lord, 
which detiie a man. jMatt. xv, 19. Aud now, my felLoiv^ 
sinners, I must speak plain, for by Grace I have searched 
the Holy Scriptures, and by Gi«ce ] have somewhat found 
out the corrupt depravity of the heart of man ; and I can- 
not find any thing tliat is more cruel nor worse in th|e sight 
of God than the proud, wicked, whorisb, lustful desires of 
tftie sliii'ul and depraved heart. Behold, it is 9aidf and in 
her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, auid of 
all that were slain upon the earth* Rev. xviii, 94. And 
there is a day of judgment coming on in which he shall 
have judgment without love or mercy, who bath shewed no 
mercy. But where there bath been love aud mercy, theu 



ibt ■am^ slialt rejoice against judgttenf. Jaitfet it, IS* 
Because the christiau knows by happy experience that 
Christ dwellcth in fainit and it fills bis soul with such high 
degrees of love and merey both to man and beast. Tbere- 
fore, by faitb, he knows that he shall at the Day of Judf«» 
inent obtain mercy throujEth bis blessed Lord and Redeemer* 
For God sees bis tears, and knows what he feels concerntnf 
those that are opprest by the cmelty of the wicked There- 
fore* let us til look to the Bleeding Lamb» and pray for 
mercy and for grace, and repent, so that we may be dc'^ 
livcred from this great and sore evil before it be too late« 
And now, my readers, I must leave this little Book to yevr 
consideration, and by the Grace of God, I intend to ie«tf 
your minds on to some of my other Books of more important 
and consoling comforts, which are of Jesus Christ our 
Lord* Amen. And may they prove a blessing to all y<iiir 
souls for his name and mercv's sake* Amen# 
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(hte God, the Ri^hteokisnesB &f^God avtd* Christy 



Noit) there are. many pretended Crods worshipped on 
tfie JSarth, but in this Book you witl only Jind one God^ 
and that he is a Just God and d Saviour^ and that he is 
sujfictent/or our salvation. Now, this is a blessed worky 
well worthy t>J^your consideration. 



And noWf my fellow sinnen, we see and feel, and that by 
our iiroud luAttMl and sinful nature and cruel practices, that 
we have debased ourselves near unto the lowest hell, and 
that we have merited God's wrath and displeasure against 
us, and who is there now to be found that can deliver us from 
eternal burninffs f If we look unto our idols, they cannot 
save us-*-or if we crv uAto all the gods of this world, they 
are all as weak and as helpless as ourselves, and cannot 
rescue one poor sinful soul from hell ; nether can any one 
redeem his brother, or give to God a ransom for him. lliere- 
fore, my fellow sinners, seeing that these things are* so, let us 
therefore, by divine grace, return unto our offended Father, 
and that, with a deep contrition of heart, implore the righte^ 
ous merits of Christ's blood for our salvation : for there is 
but one true and living just God knd Saviour, and he is the 
maker of all, therefore there b no honour nor glory that- we 
ought to ^ive to another ; therefore thus saith die Lord , let 
not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty 
man glory in his might; let not the rich man glory in 'his 
riches, but let him that glorieth, glory in this that he under*- 
staudeth, and knoweth me that: I am the Lord which exercise 
loving kindness, judgment and righteousness in the earth, 
for in these things I delight, saith the Lord. (Jerm. ix. 23.) 
And I believe that every child of God will say Amen, so be 
it, my Loid and my God. Know, therefore, this day, and 
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consider it in thine heart, that the Lord he is God, in heaven 
above, and upon the earth beneath ; and he is the true and livinor 
6od,\i]idther^?isBonf else.; (Deutjiv. 3^^ ^oren^^ eaith 
he, tirere was nb God lormeB, ndther shall there be after me; 
I, even I, am the Lord, and beside jne there is no Saviour. 
(Isaiah xliii II.) "^s^lherea Gb3 'beside me? saith the holy 
one — yea, tW^ is no God; I know no^ aby : for thas saith 
the Lord, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the Lord of 
Hosts, I am the firstvand I am ' the last, antl besides me there 
is no God. (chap. I^^iy., again see chap, xly., s^ alspin this 
chapter!) * That the Lord Tie is God^^ aijd that he is.rigbtepii« 
and ^ good, a just trod and aSaviou^.,. Nejtl^er hath jixe said 
i^nt^ the seed of Jacob, seek ye me in vain ;. but lie bath saiiL 
look unto me and be ye saved, all the.eiids of thp earth, for. I 
am God and there is notie else. (Isaiah xl v. see chap. Ixvi. 9.) 
And again, the word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah the 
prophet, saying, behold Tain tfi^' Lord, the God of all flesh ; 
is there any thing too hard for me. (chap, xxxii. 27— ;-8ee 
1 ' Goif. viii.' 4.) And' againr, . it is «aid iii' «lnothe^ place, *that 
thou,'eyen thou, art Lord alone, 'thou hast inade heaven, the 
heaveti of heavens, with all their host, the 'earth, and all 
things that are therein; the, seas and all that i» therein, find 
thou preserveth them all, and the host Of heaven Wbi'shippeth 
thee. (Nehemiah ix. 6.) And -who is a God like unto thee, 
that pardoneth iniquity^ anxipassethby the*transgres!iioni of 
the remnant of his heritage ; be . retaiheth hot his aiiger fdr 
ever, because he delighteth i» mercy. (Michavii. 18.) ** * 
- Now, speaking.of • angerj '-my bretliren, we * know thfetbnr 
anger is oftimes retained in sin ; buttiiis<i8 not so Vvith God, 
for I believe that thine anger is righteous O Lord, and ihat it 
is thy displeasm^eagainst us because of 'our feinsl' Isnot thy 
anger- ''excited or stirred onp* by thy divine jiistice, as thy 
mercy is by Christ, for thow • art tighleous O- Lord; eVeh a 
just God and Saviour. • And now, O Lord, way tiiy wAt« 1>* 
my way5, and thy- righteousness iivy righteousness, and thy 
mercy my mtrcy, and thy love m;^ lbve,'and thy law mf law, 
andtthy people my people^ and thy son my Saviour, and no 
be it unto all them that love thee, Amen; j ^ . • • - - » ♦ ' 
And now 'my reatierS) youihave heard of riiAiiy strange rei 
ligions inrthe world, but yoti. raaly plainly see,"if you lodk 
into the word of God, Ithat he is Gt>d, and that all other godjs* 
arfe but idols ; biit you, peihapg, may say td me, Vhy theh 
do samany people in- the world worship thosle idols? Why, 
my short answer is this, because men in ancient times, I be- 
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lieve, hy the subtlety of the devil and the fall of man, and by 
pride and wicked Inst of the flesh, and sinful ambition whose 
minds were for worldly things, And to neglect prayer which 
is due to that supreme Eeing above; therefore by these 
things 'and the like, I belfere th^t they have left the straight 
jiath of duty which belongeth t6 Gocf, and so have grieved 
the holy spirit of erace so as to havie departed froi them 
for a season, ^ for' G6d Tcnowihg that the invaginations of the 
heart of them and their btfsbring wan to do evil, therefore 1 
believe that God hath .left mem iat tiines to the iqdaginatioh 
of their own hearts, and to the worship of idols ; for if a man 
do not^ by the help of God, strive to kefep the grace of God 
within his soiil he {h^n surely wifl fall away to some idol ; 
but these idbls, they iiiay prove, but they cannot, make theiii 
happy, for there is no peace i^'aith my God to the wicked, so 
by: their wicked nesa they have hindered the beauty of God's 
grace and the gospd of C!hri3t, so* that it cannot har(Jly take 
possession' of their ' souls ; but notwithstanding, altnbugh 
there^ nt^ay, be fepme nations in this miserable condition, but 
yet I believe that God ^Iveth them a law in their mind and 
a conscience within; and this often times admonisheth and 
testifieth unto theiii of what is wrong, and of that which is 
right in many things, and that they should shew mercy and 
kit^dness to ohe aUothei:; and I also- believe that the 
Oppressed and oV/edient, and humble souls that would feign 
shew mercy and love to their fellow creatures, arttl would 
wi'dh to'livie in peiace \yith all men, as much asitliethin 
thi^il' pbwet, although ttiey ma:y not 'ktlow. rightly the plan oi" 
salvation, yet at the same time I believe that ^uch will. 'be 
saved, and that by the righteousness of the Lord JeslisJ if 
they wGrshi'[) that Supreme Being, as wdl as they 
know hovi*, let theiri" b^ of what nation, -tongue,, or p^ojple 
they rinay be; fdr behold it is said, that mercy fejoiceth 
agaipst judgment ; but on the other hand it is said, he shall 
hav^ judgment without mercy, ivho hath showed no mercy ; 
but fiOjW, in short," 1 Shall onfy point out to you. now,' two. 
places in.,tlie word of God, a\ hereby, and the caub^e whereby 
the ijiatiohs have provoked the Lord to anger, which you 
niay find in th^ 12th chapter of I)euteionomy : obsei^vethe 31st 
verse, and again see Saint Paul to the Romans, chap, i., the 
18th to the 32nd verses, and there you may have a more full 
description of them J But leaving these things to your 'con- 
sideration, I must, 'by the help of God, proceed on to the 
R^deeiiiei^*s righteousness, which is most worthy ot'yout at- 
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tention. And now, my dear readecs, if 3^ou look inip aoine 
.of;ny othej Books, that is, into the littlie book, called, the 
.GooaneM of Gody or the Sufferings />f C%rw^.^ and the 
such like, and there you will>ee Jn reality the tender mercy 
and lov^e of God, in giyi]% his beloved Son ou.t .qf. his 
hosom for our salvation. . Por^ h,ehold it is aaid, for unto us 
a chil4 is born, unto us a son is giveii, and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder, and his ^ame ^h^Il be called 
wonderful, counsellor, the mighty God, the everlasting 
Tather, the trince of Peace, (miah ix, 6.) But now, for 
Christ to be the mighty God, the everlasting Father, is an im- 
portant text, and 1 suppose that bv some it hath be^ 
doubted of,|and that it hath been said oy some, that the second 
perspn in the Trinity is iiot God, and I find that soine havp 
said that Christ is but mere man, and that every saint is as 
much God as Christ is, and they say, that to equal Chir^st 
with God is high blasphemv. But such people err^ my be* 
loved brethren, and that by the neglect of prayer, and not 
rightly understanding nor considering the Holy Scripture. 
But the humble soul that is taught of God shall know for 
himself, nevertheless I say that is for Christ to be the 
mighiy God, the everleisting Father. This may be rather 
mysterious to some, and if these words were to be put to 
some Christians, perhaps they could scarce tell how to 
explain them. But if you will allow me the expression, that 
is^ one passage of Scripture is a key to open or discover untp 
us another ; therefore, you may plainly see as follows — how 
Christ bears this excellent character : for saith he, I and iny 
Father are one. (John x. 30.) 

I believe that they are two persons indeed, but they are so 
united in one most glorious, holy, and true spirit, and in 
holy, grand dignity, so co-equal; so it appears * to me that 
this holy diVine spirit, being so co-equal, cannot be disunited, 
and Saint Paul saith, he is over all gods, blessed for ever. 
Amen. (Rom. ix. 5) Even the brightness of his Father's 
glorjr, and the express image of his person ; and again, when 
he brin^eth in the first begotten into the world, he saith, and 
let all the angels of God worship him, and again of the Son 
he saith, thy throne God is for ever and ever. (See Heb. i.) 
Therefore it appears that God calleth the Son Go J and com- 
mandest the angels to worship him, therefore he is God, and 
of God, blessed for ever, Amen. And it appears that he is 
a mighty God, and that by his works and miracles (see my 
^ook of the miracles of Christ) and again for might ana 
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Eower see him^'aise ftpia the d^ad ;. aKdagatiiitflber.thifir^ saiih 
e to hia disciples, all power is givea udtanxe ill heave& and 
in e^rth, (Matt. xXviii. .18.) For .he ia Lord of lord8,\aiiid 
King of kingjf. (Sev. xviu )ft.) But agaiir^f how can, he be 
tlie ^verla9t;ingTFai;jlier.?. Why' my ^dear friends^ . he is in iUi 
Father, and the Father itt him,- and the wbrld.was made by 
him. (John i. JO.) And '^ app^rs ta me, that theFather and 
the Son, and this lloly Ghpat.dgr^ in one. When God sfadd 
let us make man in outoWa image, aft^r onrlikenesfi; there- 
fore in.siunit J8 thU God in. Christ, land C'hriat in God isd^e 
everlasting Father, and he is out righteoiuineds, tod he hath 
led capjtiyity captive, and'aacended dn high, and received 
gifts for mefi. (Psalikk kviii. 18* — ^Ephe^ iv. 8.) Thiarefore 
I will trust and not be afraid ; for he also ia become my 'sal<^ 
yation. (Isaiah xii.: 2.) The lines are fallen nnto me. in 
pleasant places. (Psalm xvi. 60 Fort thb Lord hath swoniL,* 
and will not repent, thou art a priest ibr ever after the order- 
of Melchizedek. (Psalm ex. 4.) But now it, may be that 
spme of my readi^rs may have a desire to know who thia^ 
Melchizedek tvas, . therefore, observe, that, ia, wihere yod 
meet with easy. passages of scHpture in itome pdcices, I aay 
biitp.vefsy Jittle about it, he<^aui^e It is easy to' be- $mderstboa, 
and it' w0)ild jpake my work more expensive ; . biit wfaefe you 
find/^€mie^thl^$ aoknewhat hanltdcbe uildeta(tO(Ml^ I>aay, 
th^^'thiaga,! endeavour, by the belprofiGQd,ltQ sextain in' 
a&^§(y . a way as I cofii ; so that my wjeak- nradera^; or; thoset 
of Iji^V^ulidarst^ndiog may be somewhat edified aod profited- 
thereby/r ■.;, > ) . ■■ - :.■•;",•• n'- * 

.!Nipw«^obably it may be, that seme may^tluDk tioiatthis 
M^ehiz^ek -was only a mere maa^ ,a^a..prie9t.on)«BErth^; 
actiing, fi>r Qod in Canaan : but this ijippearsi ta me* sonieiwhat 
stra^g^ei beeausa I cant^t find that the seiipturb epcokslbut 
very Tittle of it, except: it be in thkhietdry of'.Abral}amJi 
(Gen. xiv.) And again, it appears to vu^ diat Ganaafls jor, the f 
Canaanitea were. descendants from Hain, who byip^edidtionA. 
was cursed by Noah. (See Geii. ix. 25J) THerefonB.dt vA 
rather doubtful whether they i^hjoyed such a h^hi degr^/of 
holy religion aa this, or. whether they had much cOmmuaionlJ 
with such a heavenly priest as this Melchizedek ; but yekii'. 
appears that this holy priest met with Abraham, there after 
his return from the war, and brought him, bread and wine 
and blessed him; but still it appears to me that he must be 
something more than mere man, because it appears that St. 
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Paul first called him King of Righteousness, and after that 
also, King of Salem, which is King of Peace, without father, 
without mother, without pedigree or descent, neither be- 
ginning of days nor end of life. (See Heb. vii.) Therefore, 
It may be said by some, who then was this Melchizedrk ? 
Why, it appears to me, that he was the King of Righteous- 
ness adingin a righteous cause, as Cxod himself and the King 
of Peace, which I believe is the Son of God himself, which 
is the priest of the most high God, which communicated his 
forgiving love unto Abraham; and that through his atone- 
ment which hath erected a throne of grace for his and our 
comfort and salvation. And it is said, that this holy priest 
brought him bread and wine and blessed him after his return 
from the slaughter ; for surely methinks that Abraham had 
need of something to refresh him after this tremendous com- 
bat ; but still it nmv be that this bread and wine had sonifs- 
thing more in it than that of satisfying his bodily wants, 
even of that of satisfying his weary and tired soul, therefor^ 
it may be that Abraham s heart panted for some token and 
assurance of God's forgiving love after the slaughter ; so I 
think, perhaps,' that this bread and wine which was given 
unto him by this holy priest hath an allusion to tjie oody 
and blood of Christ, which healeth, and comforteth, and 
sanctifieth the penetent soul from all its defects. And thus 
we see, that Abraham obtained and realized this sanctifying 
blessing ; and it is said that he gave him tithes of all, that 
is to say, in a spiritual sense, of all his love and atffections 
whidi he ga^r^ unto God and his hotf priest, whicih in type 
and figure appears to be Christ himself; and thus we see^ 
that there m$» blessing fbr blessing, and love for love; and 
if you set my beloved aside from tne holy scripture, then t 
see no beauty in it at all. Therefore, whether this Melchi- 
zedek was a holy priest of God on earth, or whether he had 
the appearance of one, and yet was a bright celestial one from 
heaven, it is hard to mij; but yet we may venture to say, that 
Abraham, and we ouselves also derive all our blessings and 
all comforts through that blessed mediator, that holy priest 
above, even that heavenly Melchizedcrk, which is Jesus 
Christ our Lord, and he is our righteousness, and righteous- 
ness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the 
girdle of his reins. (Isaiah .xi. 6.) For as the earth bring- 
eth forth h^ bud, and §s the garden causeth the things that 
«»•« sown in it to spring forth, so the Lord God will cause 
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righteousnoss and praise to spring forth before all the na- 
tions. (Isaiah Ixi. 1 1 .) Behold upon the mountains the feet 
of hrm that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace, O 
Judah, keep thy solemn feasts, perform thy vows, for ther 
wicked shall no more pass through thee, he is utterly <iast 
off. (Nehmiah i. 15.) But Judah yet ruieth with 6od, and 
is faithful with the saints, (liosea xi. 12.) And hear what 
our blessed Lord saith for our encouragement — I am the 
door, by me tf any man enter in he shall be saved, and shall 
go in and out and find pasture; and again he saith, I am the 
good shepherd which giveth his life for the sheep. (John x. 
9, II.) Again, his dear dlsdple John, saith, behold the 
Lamb of God which taketh away the sins of the world, 
(chap. i. 29.) And it is said in another place, neither is 
there salvation in any other, for there is none other name 
imder heaven given among men whereby we must be saved. 
(Acts iv. 12.) For God commendelh his love towards us iit' 
that while we \se\re yet sinners Christ died for us. (Rom. r. 8.) 
For it is said, that he saw that there was no man, and won^ 
dered that there was no intercessor, therefore his arm brought 
salvation unto him, and his righteousness it sustained him ; 
for he put on righteousness as a breast plate, and an helmet 
of salvation upon his head. (Isaiah lix. 16.) But now ob- 
serve my friends, what follows, notwithstanding although 
Christ is our righteousness, and our complete salvation, but 
at the same time we must not think that we stand sure in 
Christ, except we repent of our sins ; for except ye repent 
saith pur Lord, ye shall all likewise perish ; and without 
holiness no man shall see the Lord ; for the merit deserted 
by his pure life and death was ^ot to ipaiotlkin us in oujr 
sins, but to deliver us from them, ttad from the curse of sin ; 
and although his arm broug^ht salvation,, yet it is said that 
he put on tiie garments of Vengeance for ' clothing, and was 
clad with zeal as a cloak. (Isaiah lix. 17 — see verse 18.) 
But still it appears that the veneeance or punishment due 
unto us because of our sms, was laid upon Christ, for it is 
said, that the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and 
with his stripes we are healed ; and that the Lord hath laid 
on him the iniquity of us all. But although it be so, yet at 
the end, or at his second coming, it appears to me that he 
will be clothed with vengeance, and will be just and righte- 
ous, and will have a just zeal for God and his people, that 
is, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with 
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bis mighty a|;}g^ 111 fUtniog firei taking TeBgi>anc^ op theni 

Jl^at kAew;npt ^/^d, a|i4 that obey {ooi the gospel p^.<>ur(Ii(>^a 
esois ChrUt^ wbq sha^M be planished . with eyerl^ting; des^- 
Uu^tion f^om tbei pi;e3fjppe of the Lord^Aodfir-pmitbj^ giQJ^ of 
h^ ppw^ If^^i^ he Hhallrc^iiie.tQbeslorifi}edinIu9!Wtftfi,a9d 
to be afimired in aUj t^^m tha^ believe; tl^efor^ [Wji l\t$\e 
cfeldren^Aet npone de;c^i^^ cpunti^rftit fiiith> or a 

Mse resemblance of these Uii^gss neUher by p^esumptuous- 
n,i^,or unreasonable of grou^less C:9iifiden^,,i^r;4iyiQ<G^> 
f^yqur.^, for remember, thfat hiQ that doieth j^igbteopsues^ is 
righteous, , even as he is: righteoiia; but he, that committ^t^ 
sWi^-pif the^^vil, for:th^ devil sin^ptl^ fr^m the /bcginniag^i 
^nd.fpi: ti^s purppse tb<9,Sb9ro{God was manifestec) that be 
migjit 4e9trpy the workjs of the devil. And now, Lord, 1 
be;se;ech thee to pardon me.y if I have wrpte do^n anyihing- 
simiss in this little Bpote; and help us all to buijd up oi/r 
most^holy faith upon thy dear Son, and learn to depart from 
sip^, so. that we -may love thy will, ways and worship,— and 
thft.we.may love one another as those bright celestial ones 
do iu; heaven. Amen. 
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7/i^ true proof of the Hi^y M^^siah^. . , . 

I?i this ^itte^Bool^ t/ou may see hoid ifie Old Te'siarnent^ 
tJie J^arv and tht Prophets corrHpond fvith the^ Gospel^' 
and that by chctpter tmd^er^^ which things ^r^ a clear: 
proof and demoiistratton iliat'he is the Snil&ui* of'^Un- 
kind. This WoTJk is seieit^ dju't b/the Sjoly ^c'rij>tures 
in suck a cbriiplei6 rddy dnd Manner ^ so ihilt emfy ofi^ 
who rightly considers it must own it^^ truth. 



Now, for a satisfaction to sofne^ .by tfee help of Go(l, I shall 
endeavour to compare the Old Testament with, tne New 
Testament, and then we shall see how tlie Law and. tjie Pro- 
phets correspond wi^h the Gospel, birth,, ^nd .m^i^ner of 
Christ. And speakijoff of Christ, the Lora said unto Ahra^ 
ham, in. thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be bleas^d* 
(Gen. xxii.. 18) The Gospel saith^ he was the son of Abra- 
ham. (Luke iii. 34.) The Law or the Prophets sai^h .of 
the stem of Jesse, or this Son of David. (Isaiajx.xd. 1) , The 
Gospel saith, he was the Son of David. (Luke iii4 31— B^gy; 
xxii. 16.) The Prophet saith, that he was to be.bpr^ ojt ^ 
Virgin. (Isaiah vii. 14.) The Gospel -saith, he was bocn pf 
the virgin Mary. (Matt. i. 16, 18,— Luke i. 34. 35,-^ohfipL 
ii. 5, 7.) The Law or the Prophet saith, that, he ^hqyld 
come forth out of Bethlehem, or be born there, whosf^ 
goings forth have been from of old frpjm everlasting. 
(Micah V. 2,) The gospel saith, that h^ was born 
there-, (Matt. ii. 1.) The prophet Isaiah saith, th^t 
one should cry in the wilderness, .saying, prepare y^ the 
way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway fQi* 
our God ; (chap. iv. 3) the Gospel saith, that John the Bap* 
tist did so before Christ. (Matt. iii. 1. 3.) Isaiah saith,. the 
people that walked in darkness have seen a great light ; they, 
that walked in the land of the shadow of death jupoi|L them, 
hath the light shined, (chap. ix..2) and so it was fulfilled* 
(Matt. iii. 16, 17, 23.) Isaiah saith, the eyes of the blindt 
shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped, 
(chap. XXXV. 5.) and so it was in the days of Christ... (Ma|;k 
vii. 32. — see my little Book called The Miracles of Christ) 
The Prophet also saith, that he should be despised and re- 
jected of men, a man of sorrows, and acquainted wi^^ grie£ 
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(Isaiah liii.) And so it was with our Lord in his dayp, he 
had not where to lay his head ; his soul was exceeding sor- 
rowful, even unto death. (Matt. xxvi. 38.) Yea, he was in 
an agony, and hi» sweat was - as it were drops of blood. 
(Luke xxii- 24-rsee my little Book, called The Sufferings 
of Christ,) And again, Zecharriah the Prophet saith, rejoice 
greatly daughter of Zion, shout daughter of Jerusalem, 
behold thy Kmg cometh unto thee, he is just, and haying 
salvation, loyylj ridiiig upon an ass^ and upon ja colt the foal 
of an ass. (Zech..ix. 9.) And the Gospel saith, that Jesus 
Christ, as he was going to. Jerusaleip, having found an ass, 
sat thereon. (John xii 14 — Matt. xxi. 7.) The Psalmist 
saith, blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
(Psalm cxvui; 26.) And the Gospel 'saith, as he was going 
to Jerusalem, the multitudes that went before, and that fol- 
lowed, tried, saying; Hosanna to the Son of David, blessed 
is he that cometh. in the name of the Lord. (Matt. xxi. 9.) 
And again he saith, mine own familiar friend in whom I 
trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel 
against me. (Ps^alm xli. ^.) And so it 'was with Christ; 
for Judas, one of his disciples, betrayed his Lord • and 
Master. (Luke xxii. 46.) The Prophet sailh, he was num- 
bered with the transgressors. (Isiiah liii. 12.) And the 
Gospel saith, that he was crucified betwixt two thieves. (Mark 
XV. 27, 28.) And though'^he was crucified, yet God would 
ifibt leave his soul in hell, nor siifierhis Holy One to see cor- 
riiption. (Psailm xvi. 10.) Neither did he lay in the grave 
long enougli to see corruption, for he was buried the day be- 
fore the sabbath; (Mark x v. 42) and that he rose the day 
after, (chaf! xvi. I.) Now the Gospel saith, that Christ 
rose from the dead^ and behold there was a great earthquake; 
for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven^ and came 
and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it — 
his countenance was like lightning, and his raiinent white as 
snow ; and for fear of him, the keepers did shake, and btcame 
as dead men; and the angc4 said unto the woman that came 
to see the sepulchre, fear not ye, for I know that ye seek 
Jesns which was crucified ; he is not h6re, for he is risen, as 
He said, come see the place where the'Lord lay.' (Matt, xxviii. 
2. — 'see my little book, called The Resurrection.) And he 
was seen of many fifter his resurrection, as of Mary Magda- 
len; (Matt, xxviii. 9) and of the ejeven disciples (16, 17, 18 
-k xvi; 14) and of the two that were going to Em mans ; 
Kxiv. 13) and it is said, that he was seen of abc^•e fivo- 
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hundred brethren at once: (1 Cor. xv. 6) and last 
of all, he was seen of me, saith St. Paul, as one born out of 
due time, (verse 8) And are not these things a clear proof 
that Jesus is the Son of the living God. Now I say, when 
we read the Old Testament, and there see how the Law and 
the Prophets, and their prophecies foretel of the birth, and 
the life, and the sufferings, and the death, and the resurrec- 
tion and ascerisioji of our Lord, and so then look into the 
Gospel, and there we' see all that the Prophets have said con- 
cerning hiin have been fulfilled by him. Now, seeing these 
things are so, then what hard heart can deny him, and say- 
that he is not the Saviour of^ the World. And again, there 
are more proofs m the wotd of God, that he is the Messiah 
that should come into the world ; and if you take pleasure 
in looking through the whole of my Works, by God's help, 
you will find much consolation to your souls. Now the 
Scripture is the word, and the foreknowledge of God, revealed 
unto holy men, and fulfilled by the Lord Jesus; and for a 
proof of Christ that he is the Son of God, hear what Saint 
Matthew saith ; — And Jesus when he was baptized went up 
straightway 6ut of the water, and lo, the heavens were 
opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending 
like a dove, aud lighting upon him ; and lo, a voice from 
heaven, saying, this is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased. (Matt. iii. 16, 17.) Is not this enough to convince 
us all that he is our peace and rest, when this voice came from 
the excellent glory. And again you may find another clear 
proof that he is the Son of the blessed: now when Peter, 
James and John were up in the mountain with our Lord, then 
thpy paw his glory, and he^was transfigured before them, and 
his face did jshine as the sun, and his raiment was whit© as 
the light. And behold there appeared unto them Moses and 
Elias talking with him; and behold a bright cloud over- 
shadowed them ; and behold a voice out of the cloud, which 
said, this is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased; 
hear ye him : now this voice they heard, and was sore afraid, 
but their Lord comforted them. (Matt. xvii. 2.) And it 
appears that Peter never .forgot it — for he speaks of it in his 
Epistle — for he saith, that Jesus received from (jod the 
Father, honour and glory, when there came such a voice 16 
him from the excellent glory, this is my beloved Son in whom 
I am well pleased ; and this voice, eaith Peter, which comes 
from heaven, we heard when we were with him in the Jloly 
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Mount. (2 Pe.t€r i. 1 7.) And agiiin,^ ^^j^h^nhe was in huBabte. 
duty to his H«»V€nly Father^ and teaching the peppier the 
way of life, and in his. prajfef [ % jsaid, father glorify thy 
name, then came' th€ re a veice from heaven, sarving^ I have, 
both glorified it ajnd will glorify it again,, ^nd the peopW that 
*stood by and heard it, s^^j^d that an ^ngel spake to pirn. 
(John 12 ^xvii].) And sv^rely I^think that the eyes of these 
bright celestiaronefl above, was uppn their Lord, and watched 
him throtighout all his life and sfniferingSyjeYen to the*gr^.ve. 
A-nd what, heart can conceive, ; or wh^t tojigu? can ex press the 
joy th^t thsre was ip heayei;! inrheja they naet.witjx tfieir X-ord 
again in heaven^ , in bis gjory, for be was in glo,ry with the 
Father befoire the world was. For agaixj, hear what he saith-, 
P Father, gaith he, glorify thop me with thine, ownself, with 
the; glory which 1 had, with thee before the world was. 
(John xvii. 5.) Therefore, by these things it is a clear 
proof that he is in the Father, and the Father In him ; and 
by his love aud kindness he is^the delight of heaven. And, 
again, when holy Stephen was brought to suffer for a righte- 
ous cause, he being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up into 
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the 
right hand of God, aud said, behold I see the heavens opened, 
iind the Son of man standing on the right hand of God. 
(Acts vii. 56.) And now, behold him chaiiged from the 
manger and the cross into his everlasting glory: for John, 
the divine, saw in the spirit the one like the Son of man 
clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about. the 
paps with a golden girdle; his head, and his hair3,were white 
like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were as a Same of 
lire, and his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a 
furnace, and bis countenance was as the sun shineth in his 
strength, and. when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead, and 
he laid his tight hand upon me,^ saying unto me, fear not, I 
am the first and the last. I am he that liveth and was dead ; 
and behold, I am alive for evermore, Amei^; and have the 
keys of hell and of death. (Rev. i. 13.) 1 am the foot and 
the offspring of David, and the bright and mprnmg star. 
And the spirit and the bride say, come. And let him that 
beareth say, come. And let him that is at thirst, come : and 
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. (Rev. 
xxii. 16.) Even so be it, Lord Jesus, Amen, and Amen. 

END OF THE SIXTH BOOK, 
By Edward Crook, 
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Tha MiracUs.a/ Cltria'f: 



This in aji ej;celfenVBi)0k,jawi'it ''c'o'ntaint nio^t'ofthti' 
^tirqclea rehich ottr BUs^'I/hfd toritkgkt rohil^ ke rbas- 
upon the Earth, (mS thii Jfork in drfet^Hnp together. And' 
you have it in otwviefo by chapter iiiKiverst, ■nfitk tmne'' 
eiay and plain ex/danations thereto'; and L will 'oenture 
to saythat this /fork is well morihy o/^our notice. 



Now, we still see the tendeV ifiercy. and goadn^ia oC c>ur'; 
(jlessed Lord and Savioiff towards poor afflicted, itnd helpless,',' 
and. miserable sinners. O Lord, when thou b'egan'tO pi:each 
the Guspel of thy. love, thoii began 'tq show mercyj and to" 
hesi all [Qann«r of sickness, arid all manner of' disease among'! 
(he people, for thoU healed them that werii (drinentfedj ana 
those which were possessed *ith devils, and those which' ' 
\Tere lunatick, and those that had the palsy, (Matt. iv. 23,24,)' 
and inany more, as follows: for there 'tame' a leper nrid ftor- 
abipped him, saying. Lord if thou wilt thou c;iiist uiLike uie 
clean, and Jesus put forth his h^nd and touchcil luni, guying, 
I will; be thou clean, and imniediat|ely his le[ir(isy was , 
cleansed. (Matt. viii. 2.) And agairt'we sei', by fjith and i 
homitiation, how the Cenmrian besought the I^rd to heal 
his servant, for he knew how his s'ervantS were in duty bound 
to do as Iw bid them, and to crtnte 'add' to gb at his call; ' 
thscefoje the Centurian knew 'that he had ' h muster, even 
Christ, in which lie hiniaelf, whS 'Wtinbf bound to puy tfie 
same respect to; and byso'dolrig he obtained the sweet 
grace of his Lord, And it'kppears unto, me that his faith' '\ 
and humiliation wAsimpofe^ dOtO lilmfor righteousness,',' 
for his servant was healed iri the self traine hour. (Matt. viii. 
13.) 0, how thou art admired in thy courtu, Lord, and 
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had in remembrance with them that are round ahout thee. 
And again, when Jesus was come into Peters' house, he saw 
his wife's mother laid and sick of a fever, and he touched 
her hand, and the fever left her, and ^e arose and minis- 
tered unto .them ; and when the even was come they brought 
unto him many that were possessed with devils, and he cast 
out the spirit with his word, and healed all that were sick, 
(Matt. viii. 14, 15, 16) that it might be fulfilled vhich was 
spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, himself took our in- 
firmities and bare our sicknesaea. (Isaiah I ill. 4.) And' be- 
hold his mighty acts upon the deep waters ; for when he 
was upon the sea with his disciples, behold there arose a great 
tempest in the sea, insoniuch mat the ship was covered with 
the, waves of the sea, and he rebuked the winds, and assuaged 
the rolling waves, so that there was a great calm, and the 
mefi marvelled, saying, what manner of man is this, that 
even the winds ana the sea obey him? (Matt. viii. 24.) 

Now when Jesus was come into his own city, they brought 
to him a man siok of the palsy, lying on a bed, and Jesus 
seeing their faith, had compassion upon him, and forgave 
him his sins, and healed him, but the Scribes judged him as 
a blasphemer, because he forgave sins, and they did not be- 
liiBve m tibe only begotten Sqn of God. (Matt. ix. 2, 3, 6.) 
And there came a certtiin ruler unto Jesus, and worshipped 
him, saying, my daughter is even now dead, but come and 
lay thy hand upon her, and she shall live ; and Jesus arose 
and followed him, and so did his disciples. And behold a 
woman which was diseased with an issue of blood twelve 
years, came behind him and touched the hem of his gar- 
ment, for she said within herself, if I may but touch his gar- 
ment I shall be whole ;' but Jesus turned him about» and 
when he saw her he said, daughter, be of good comfort, thy 
faith hath made thee whole : and the woman was made whole 
from that hour. (Matt. ix. 20.) It appears that this poor 
woman was sore afnicted for a long time, and probably it 
was the way in which the Lord saw good to humble her 
soul ; and it may be that she had tried many means, but 
could not be healed; but now the Lord had great mercy 
upon her, and gave her grace to believe .in the Lord Jesus ; 
and it seems that she came unto her Lord in faith, and in 
much assurance, and in a very humble way and manner, so 
the Lor J was pleased to comfort her and to restore her whole 
^ain, because she believed in the goodness of her Lord and 
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Saviour, and by faith, that (certain ruler obtained mercy and 
grace in the sight of the Lord, i'or he restored his daughter 
again, and be presented her to her father again alive, because 
he believed in the name of the Lord. (Matt. ix. 18, 25.) 
And again, and two blind men cried unto our Lord and said, 
thou Son of David have mercy on us ; and Jesus saith unto 
them, believe ye that I am able to do this ? They said unto 
him yea. Lord ; then touched he their eyes, saying, accord- 
ing to your faith, be it unto you — and their eyes were open. 
(Matt. ix. 30.) And so, O Lord, be thou pleased to open 
the eyes of our understanding that we be not blinded by the 
mist of eternal darkness. 

And behold they brought to him a dumb man possessed 
with a devil ; and when tne devil was cast out, the dumb 
spake, and the multitudes marvelled, saying, it was never so 
seen in Israel. (Matt. ix. 32.) And very true, and it is true 
that Moses and the Prophets did many miracles, but their 
Lord Jesus excelleth them all. For all their works were 
done by the efficacious power, and virtue, and goodness of 
our Lord. Therefore the Lord saith, the blind receive their 
sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the 
deaf hear, the dead are raided up, and the poor have the 
Gospel preached to them ; and blessed is he whosoever shall 
not oe offended in me. (Matt. xi. 5.) But the Scribes and 
Pharisees were offended in him, because he done good on the 
Sabbath day ; for there was a poor man stood in the midst 
of them on the Sabbath day, with his right hand withered; 
and they watched him whether he would heal on the Sabbath 
day, that they might find an accusation against him. And 
Jesus had compaasion on ihe man, and looking round about 
upon them all ; he said unto the man, stretch forth thy 
hand ; and he did so, and his hand was restored whole as 
the other ; and they were filled with madness, and com- 
muned one with another what they might do to Jesus, and 
bow. they might destroy his precious life, (Luke vi. 10, 11 
— pee Matt. xii. 14 — and see my little Book, called The 
Suffer in(/8 of Chi^ist) and they grieved his spirit. Then 
was brought unto him, one possessed with a devil, blind and 
dumb, and he healed him, insomuch that the blind and dumb 
both spake and saw, and all the people were amazed (Matt, 
xii. 22) when they saw his gracious works. But still the 
Pharisees were offended in liim, and grieved,his holy spirit. 
But, Lord, who would not love thee, seeing that thou 
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always went about doing good, and healed the sick; aftd fed 
the hungry ; • for it is said that the! Lord had compassion oft 
the multitiide, and he would not send them away an hiingry; 
therefor^, behold the great ntiracle that was wrought by the- 
pjower of the Lord Jesus; for with five loaves and UViy'^shw- 
he fed about five thmisEJnd ftien, besides women ^andv.hildi<^, 
and they did all eat and wer« filled, and-th^y took '^«p 'of' the 
fragments that remained twelve baskets full; (Klatt. jctv. 
20, 2,1.) And again, lie fed four [thousand men, be'S'i'd^^^Wb- 
men- and children, with seven loaves. and a few Lttle fif^es, 
and th(iy took of the broken meat that was left, sev^en ha^ets" 
full. (Matt. XV. 37 38.) 

And again, our Lord wrought a miracle upon tlie deep 
watei's, for he walked on the sea and he saved: pdor Peter 
when his faith failed within him^ even at the time Wht^n he 
sunk in the deep waters. (Matt. xiy. 25 3L) And^When ^^ ' 
WES' in the land of Gennesaret they brrbught unto him' all tHat 
were diseased, and besought him that they might onl^' k)nch ' 
the hem of his garment, and as many as touched wier^. made 
perfectly whole. (Matt. xiv. 36.) 'Then Jesus? went thehce 
and 'departed into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, and bthold 
a wtJmun of Canaan came out of. the same coasts and cried 
unto him, saying, have mercy on me O Lord, thon Son of - 
David, my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil, but'he 
answeted not a word, and his disciples* came' and besotight 
him, saying, send her away, for she crieth after Us;- but* he 
answered an-i said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of 
thehou'e of Israel; then came she and worsbippted him, 
saying, Lord help me; but he answered and said it is ndt- ; 
meet to take the childrens' bread, and to cast it to dogs ; 
and she said, truth- Lord, yet the dogs eat of the cruuibs 
which fall from' their master's table; then Jesus aniwetfedan^ 
said unto her^ woman, great is thy faith : be it unto thee" 
even as thou wilt ; and her daughter was made whole from 
that viery hour* (Matt, xv.) It appeats to me, it' v^as not • 
because the Lord would not have compassion upow the pow 
woman that he gave her such an answer, but likely it wai 
to try her faith, and to humble her soul, and to prdvd her, 
and to bring her nearer to the Lord ; and it also may be to 
prove her as a trial, or to bring her to the test, or to see if 
she had any other place whereby she might obtain help for 
her daughter, except the Lord Jesus. But it appe^ars that 
there was none to help her daughter but the Lord, therefore 
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she come to her Lord in faith and in a very humble way and 
milliner, and when the Lord 8a\y her faith, and humility, and 
importunity, he was pleasedv to heal her daughter, and it is 
left upon record for an encouragement for the Gentiles as 
well as the Jews ; and we see by this that there is no differ- 
ence between the Jew and the Gentile, for he is Lord over 
all, and in him shall the Gentiles trust (Rom. xv. 12.). 
And Jesus departed from thence and came nigh unto the sea 
of Galilee, and went up into a mountain and sat down there, 
and great multitudes came unto him having with them those 
that were lame, blind, dumb, maimed, and many others, and 
cast them down at Jesus* feet, and he healed them, insomuch 
that the multitude wondered when they saw the dumb to 
speak, the maimed to be whole, the lame to walk, and the 
blind to see; and they glorified the God of Israel. (Matt, 
XV. 30.) And there came to him a certain man kneeling 
down to him, and saying. Lord, have mercy on my son, for 
he is lunatick, and sore vexed ; for oft times he falleth into 
the fire, and oft into the water ; and I brought him to thy 
disciples, and they could not cure him; and Jesus rebuked 
the devil, and he departed out of him ; and the child was 
cured from that very hour. Then came the disciples to 
Jesus ^hd said. Why could not we cast him out? Ana Jesus 
said, Because of your unbelief. (Matt. xvii. 14.) Now we 
see that our Lord*s people are weak in faith at times ; now it 
seems to me, that it is not so easy a thing, as it is commonly 
thoueht, to believe the word of God; for I cannot obey what 
God hath commanded me, unless I first believe what he hatli 
taught me ; and I think it is harder to lay the sure founda- 
tion of faith than it is to obey, for if our faith is rightly 
established, surely then 1 think our obedience will follow 
close after. And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase 
our faith. fLuke xvii. 5.) And now, Lord, I beseech 
thee, througn Christ, to give us thy heavenly grace to in- 
crease our faith to believe in the works of the Lord Jesus, 
then grace, faith, and obedience will sweetly work together, 
Amen. And it appears, that the Lord hath more compassion 
upon his creatures than we have for one another ; for behold, 
two blind men sitting by the way -side, when they heard that 
Jesus passed by, cried out, saying, Have mercy on us, 
Lord, thou Son of David ; and the multitude rebuked them 
because they should hold their peace; but they cried the 
more, saying. Have mercy on us, Lord, thou Son of David : 

s 
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and Jesus ^tpod still, and called them, and said, What will 
ye that I should dp unto you f Thpy^ay unto him, Lord, 
that our eyes may he opened. So Jesus had compassion on 
them, and touched their eyes ; and immediately their eyes 
received* sight; and they followed him. (Matt. xx. 30.) And 
the hliifd and the lame came to him in the temple ; and he' 
healed Ihe^. (xxi. 14.) Nowin the morning as he returned into 
tt^ city, he' 'hungered ; and when he saw a fig-tree in the way^ 
he carne'to it, ahd found nothing thdreon hiit leaves bnly, 
«nd saidimto it. Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for 
ever; and presently the fig-tree withered away. (Mattxxu 
19.) Ah j leaves of profession will not do when the Lord 
shiall visit us, if -we do not possess the fruit of righteousness, 
and as leaves will not satisfy the husbandman without fruit,' 
neither will our profession avail us anything that is good in' 
the Qight of 'Grod Without obeditence to the Gospel of Christ, 
tmd our lives sAhmissive unto holiness, and oy th^ir fruits 
ye shdll khdw' thcbi, saith th^Lord ; but we still, see th^ ten- 
der niercy of our Lord towards poor helpless sinners, for ; 
there waaf'in their feyiiagogue a man with an unclean spirit ; ' 
and he cried out, saying, Let us alone; what have we to db 
with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth ? art thou come to destroy 
us ? I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God. And 
J^sus rebuked him, saying, Hold^thy; peace, and come put of' 
hiih : aiifd wlien the unclean spirit had torn him, and cried 
with a Idiid voice, he came* out of him. And the people were 
all amazed when they saw his powerful, and graceful, and 
gracioui^ works ; and his fapae spread abroad throughout all 
the regions round about Gralilee. (Mark i. 23.) It appears 
that the devils fear and trembje, and O that thy fame may ' 
spread, abroad throughout all nations, and that they may all 
beKeVfe in thee thou lovely Son of God ; and that they may 
aH fear and tremble, and sincerely repent and receive grace 
to believe the Gk>spel, then perfect love will, cast out fear. 
And another miracle Jesus wrought on one that was deaf and 
had att' impediment in his speech ; and they beseech him to 
put his hand upon him. And he took him aside from the 
multitude, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spif", and 
touched his tongue ; and looking up to heaven, he sighed, 
and saith unto him, Eph-pha-tha, that is. Be opened ; and 
straightway his ears were opened-, and the string of his tongue 
was loosed, and he spake plain : and they were beyond 
measure astonished, saying. He hath done all things well ; he 
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maketh both the deaf to hear^ and the dumb to speak, 
(Mark vii. 32.) Now in St. Luke's Gospel you may find that 
our Lord wrought a great miracle in the signt of his disciples 
by a draught of fishes, and it was so that when the Lord had 
taught the people out of Simon Peter's ship, he said unto 
Simon, Launch out into the deep and let down your nets, for 
a draifght, and Simon said unto him, Master, we have toiled 
all the nigh tj^and have taken nothing; nevertheless, at thy 
word I will let down the net; and when they had done this . 
they enclosed a great multitude of fishes ; and their net brake, 
and they beckoned unto their partners which were in the other 
ship that they should come and help them ; and they came 
and filled both the ships, so that they be^n to sink; and"^ 
when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, say- 
ing. Depart from me ; for I am a sinful man, O Lord ! For 
he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the draught 
of the fishes which they had taken. And Jesus said unto . 
Sipion, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men. 
And after this, Peter did catch men by the power of grace 
from the Lord Jesus ; for we see ill' Acts ii. 41, that there was 
added unto them in one day about three thousand souls ; and 
the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved, 
verse 47. And tlianks be unto Almighty God for it • and I 
hope and tnist, through Jesus Christ that there hast been 
adaed to thy church daily ever since such as should be saved ; 
and I hope and pray that there will be till time shall be no 
longer ; and may God Almighty grant it through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

And again, there was a woman which haS a spirit of in- 
firmity eighteen years, and was bowed together, and could in 
no wise left up herself; and Jesus laid his hands on her — 
arid immediately she was made straight, and glorified God. 
(Lukexiii. 1 1 .) And agaiil, behold there was a certain man 
oefore him which had the dropsy ; and Jesus had compas- 
sion on him, and healed him, and let him go. (Luke xiv. 4.) 
And as thou healed so many temporal bodies, so Lord, be 
thou pleased to heal our spiritual souls, thou God of our sal- 
vation. And as he entered into a certain village . there met 
him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar ofl^ and they 
lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy 
on us. And when he saw them, he said unto them. Go shew 
yourselves unto the priests. And it came to pass that as they 
went, they were cleansed. And one of them, when he saw 
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that he was heakd, turned hack^ and with a loud voice glo- 
rified God ; and fell down on his face at his feet, giving him 
thanks; and he was a Samaritan. And Jesus answering 
said, Were there not ten cleansed ? hut where are the nine V 
There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save 
this stranger. (Luke xvii. 12.) Now it appears to me, that 
these nine men were nearer in relation to Christ, speiiking 
after the mr.nner of the flesh, than this Samaritan, and likely 
they were some of his own countrymen ; but this poor Sa- 
maritan was counted as a stranger : but it appcar.s, that 
he was most thankful, and most humble, and loved most, 
therefore I do not see it a right thing, that we who live in a 
Christian land should condemn or accuse any nation or 
people under heaven that are simple and humble, and worship 
that Supreme Being as \Tell as they know how — though tluy 
may not understand the plan of salvation so well as we ; 
for where there is most given, there is most required ; and to 
him that is least given, there is less required ; and let us be 
aware of this, that we that have the Gospel of Christ, must 
give God the praise and glory, lest we shall be the farthest- 
off of the grace of Cln*ist. And Christ did a miracle at the 
marriage in Cana of Galilee. And by his Almighty power 
and virtue, he turneth water into wine. (John ii. 9.) Now 
after this, there was a certain nobleman whose son was sick, 
even at the point of death, and he besought the Lord that he, 
would heal his son. Then said Jesus unto him, Except ye 
see signs and wonders ye will not believe. And by the uord 
of Jesus it excited his faith, and his son was healed in the 
self same hour, (John iv. 50.) And we read also in John v. 
that there was at Jerusalem a pool of water, having fire 
porches; in these lay a great many impotent people of 
blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the water ; 
for an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and 
troubled the water ; whosoever then first after the troubling 
of the water, stepped in, was made whole, of whatsoever ditj- 
eiise he had. And a certain man was there which had an in- 
firmity thirty and eight years ; when Jesus saw him lie, and 
knew that he had been now a long time in that case, he saith 
unto him. Wilt thou be made whole ? The impotent man 
answered him, Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, 
to put me into the pool ; but while I am coming, another 
steppeth down before me. Jesus saith unto him. Rise; 
"ike up thy bed and walk. And immediately the man was 
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made whole, and took up his bed and walked* Now we* see 
that by morans the angel had power given him to do great 
thingi; but our blessed Lord, by means, or contrary to 
me ms, even by his word, can do whatsoever seemeth him 
good. . : And again, you see in another place> that our Lord 
<nd a miracle by way of means, for we read and see, how that 
Jesus spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle ; and 
ke anointed thie eyes of the bliud man with the clay, and said 
cintO'him,.Go wash in the pool of Siloam ; and he weiit his 
way therefore, and wkshed, and came seeing. (John ix. 7) 
Gi,:^hx)W» amiable th6n art in thy acts, thou lovely Jesus, and 
m the feves of thy, dear children ; but a terror to the unbe- 
lieving Jews. 

Now we read of a wonder^jiil miracle that Christ wrought 
ih|>on one that he raised from the dead ; and you have in 'St. 
John, chap. xi. Now a certain man was sick named Lazarus 
of B^aay, the town of Mary and her sister Martha. It was 
that; Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment, and 
wi|)ed>yfl feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. 
!]^:«>w Jesus loved* Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus ; and 
wheii'he had heard that he was sick, he abode two days still 
niitbel}saaaie. place where he was: then after that, saith he 
tol Mfl disciples, Let us go into Judea again: and softer that 
her saith .u»i!o them. Our friend Lazarus sleepeth : but I go 
'^iktil may awalke him out of sleep. Then said his disciples, 
Lord^ if heisl^ep, he shall do well. But Jesus spake of his 
dj|iads:ibut they thought that he had spoken of taking of 
revt in*Bleep^ Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus 
is d«ad. ; And I dm glad for your sakes that I was not there, 
to. the. intent ye may believe: nevertheless, let us go unto 
htm. Then when Jesus came he found that he had lien in 
the* grave four days already. Now these dear sisters Mary 
and Martha, as soon as they heard that Jesus was coming, 
v^^Xii amd met him ; and so you may read in this chapter, with 
ti^hat Ibve and faith, and humility of soul they address their 
Lord with, ani^ they trusted through him in the Godhead, 
8^4 isaid. Lord, if thou hadsrt been here my brother had not 
di^d: and Mary said. But I know, that even now, whatso-" 
ever thou, wilt ask of God, God will give it thee. And they 
believed invthe Besurrection of the Dead, and that the Lord's 
power (was infinite ;. and when this salutation which our Lord 
and th€ty imparted to each oUier, was past a little, Jesus 
gr0^nied in the spirit and wai? troubled, and said, Where 
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have ye li^d him ? They say Unto him, Lord^come, tind see. 
Jqsus wept. Ajud Jecius eometh to the grave : it was b cave,' 
2^d a stpne lay upon it : and Jesus said, Take ye away the 
Intone: But Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith 
unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh : fqr he hathheen 
4ead four, do^ys ; but Jesus being he who purifieth the body 
from corruption, would not draw back at this, but strength* 
eneth Morula's &ith. Then theV took away the stone from 
the place wbece the dead was laid : and after the Lord. Jedus 
h^d^pri^yed to his Heavenly Father, he cried with a loud 
VQipe, Lalsarus, come forth. And he that was dead'oanil& 
forth) b.0und -hand and fbot with grave* clothes : and his.&cfl^ 
was bound about with* a napkin. Jesus said imto themj 
Loose him, and let' him go. , 

Now, cofark and observe, you that read these lines, and 
have examined the Holy Scriptures — I say, can you believe 
thai there i$ any spirit, below an infinite and Godlike spih't, 
that ca|i do those.tniracles that Christ did. And when wd^ead iti 
the old Testameiltiand hear what the:pro]ih^ts say conc^nang 
him — and .^h^n looking into the New Testament, and' toeing 
that he fulfilled all that they wrote concerning him, Theri&* 
fore J say, it appears to me, by a clear demonstration that' he 
is the Son of God, and that he is in the Father, and the 
Father in him : and so by the grace of God, I believe, that 
has he had power to taise<tbe dead, > and (to bring' ^esottls 
into their. bodies^ Ugliin, so I believe 'he twil}:hB:ve:pow^r (t<i 
raise tliefdc^d -at^the day of the 'resurrection, and to:bb*ing 
them to jiadgtnent. And by the grace of God, I believae we' 
are ^s likely, a^r d^ath, to rise up into a world above^ as wei 
were to raise up into this world-; b\it they '^re two ^*eat 
mysteries — but onfe we niay believe, because we see it is«o, 
and {we need not disbelieve in the other; for Gk>d is as xibie 
to b^ing us into a World above, as he was to^ridg uiB into 
this .world bfelow. Now there are many prbofs to convinee 
us that the Scriptures are true, biit Iwill sp^ak'of only orie 
now, and that is, I believe, that the Holy Scriptures w^re 
never written by bad men, not the Infidels, for <hfey disoWn 
and condemn them altogether.; therefore I say ,/heinevetcm)ld 
be a prompt inspired man of the devil, because it speaks 
against all manner of sin, and casteth his throne down to the 
ground, and shuts him up in bladk despair, and easteth hhn 
mto hell to be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 
(Hev. XX. 10.) Thprefpre l^ay^ if bad men did iiot writ^'the 
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tioly S^rlfitures, theT'-ttiust^faiiVe heeh good men wbo wrot^ 
^ra — in4)ired men of God ; tb^r^fore, if the Holy Scrip- 
tures were not written by Sitan,'they must have been written 
by Almighty G-od; for truth and righteotisness is of God, 
but sin is of the devil. So I think if the word of God be 
n0t true, then the devil would overthrow all. And again, 
and if Satan east out Satan, he is divided against himself; 
how shall then his kingdom stand ? (Matt. xii. ^.) -Now 
by this one proposition whiich I have niaSde, it appears to me 
to be a clear demobi^atioh df theele tilings, so that evdry one 
that>rightly cdhsiders it, thust Owb its truth: but yet at the 
same time, a man in his ^sitis^cannot believe feelingly to the 
saving df his soul, except hte sineisririyifepeiitsof his sin, and 
hath grace and feith in God his Saviour, ^tit who ihall I 
liken or compare the great part of miinkind to, who hatbja 
kind df historical fkhh? Ndw ydu bear of the works df 
Christ, and oaimot deny th^m : bu< sin sets you at auch a 
distance som^timfefs, ao thbt yo^i tantlot ^darcely believe 
theto. O let'tkie c^mpai^ ydu to th^ queen of Sheba ; for it 
is said, that «he oame frdm the^utt^miost parts of tbeearth to 
hear the wisdom df Solomon ;'^and 'behold :ag^eater 'than So- 
lomon is spoken of here. Now it 'a^^ears, ' that the queen of 
Sheb^ Was a great way off from the Land of Canaan. Now 
it appears, when the queen of Shelbia held heard so much 'of 
this great man Solomon, and all his wisdom, and all his fame, 
and all his understanding in the ways of thb Lord his God, it 
was so great that she could scarcely believe all that was said 
concerning him ; and it appears that she could not rest in 
her own land satisfied, unless she knew the truth of these 
things that she had heard concerning him ; therefore^she was 
determined to come 4o- Jerusalem Ao ^him.t9|k2kOw the cer- 
tainty of those things £hat she hacif 'heard concerning him. 
And when she came unto him., she jpraved him with hard 
questions, and communed with him of all that was in her 
heart ; and Solomon told her all her questions ; there waa 
not anything hid from the king which he told her not ; and 
when the queen of Sheba had seen and heard all Solomon's 
wisdom, and perceived his understanding, and the capacity 
of his soul, and the house of his God that he had built, and 
the order of his servants, and when she had seen all these 
things there was no more spirit in her ; and she said to the 
l^ing, It was a true report that I heard in mine own land of 
thy acts and wisdom — howbsit I believed not thewatdB'until 
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I came^ and mine eyes had seen it, and behold,, the halfway 
not told m^ ; thy .wisdom and prosperity, ex ceedeth the fame 
which I heard... H^ppy are thy men, happy are these thy 
servants, which stand <;ontinually before thee, and that hear 
thy wisdom, anJ all the earth sought to . Solomon to hear his 
wisdom, which; God had , put in his heart. (1 Kings ,x.) And 
0, that all :the earth may be like unto the queen of Sheba ; 
and that they may not rest satisfied in scarcely believing the 
things concerning the fame and' power, and reputation, and 
love of the Lord Jesus... But 0. that they may, by the help 
of Grods, come out of their, l^nd of unbelief to him, aiid see if 
these thiagsbe true, which they have heard concerning him; 
and if. we come.to know, with a^oqdijesire, like as the queen 
of Sheba did to Solomon, with a whole, purpose of heart, but 
not only so, but by humble faith, repentance, and prayer, 
and then, no doubt, but at the I^ord's good time, thou will be 
reajdy to break out like the qi/een of Sheha, and say. Surely 
it was. a true report that I heard in mine own land, of thy acts 
and of thy wisdom. .Howheit I believed not the words until 
I came, and mine eyes.hadj?een it.,. Surely thy. wisdom, acts, 
mercy, and loving kindness^ exceedeth the fame, which wel 
heard of thee : happy, chappy, are* thy children which stand 
conti^Quadly before thee, , and hear the words which proceed 
ouA-bf thy gracipus lip^l, tb'ou lovely Son of God. . 
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BOOK THE EIGHTH. 



The Sufferings of Christ. 



This Work is well worthy of being called the Chris- 
tianas Treasure, and the Repenting Sinners Life ; it 
shows us our wretched state and condition by our sinful 
nature, and our recovery by our Blessed Lo^*d and Sa- 
viour, When I have meditated on, and read this Book, 
and that with humbleness of soul, it hath made the tears 
trickle down from mine eyes, because he hath suffered so 
much for me, and loved me so much, and I have loved 
him so little. This Work Itath a fair explanation to it, 
and it contains two of the Author'' s Divine Songs, which 
he hath often times sung before his God, with his eyes 
towards Heaven, being alone in secret places. 



Behold ! what a mystery of redeeming love— and thanks 
be unto Almighty God, because he hats revealed it unto us 
by the son of his love. Now I intend to say a few words 
concerning the Fall of Man ; and then, by the help of God 
enlarge upon his recovery, by the sufferings of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

First,— I believe that the Almighty God made man, up- 
right, and perfeM in holiness, and exempt from sin : I be- 
lieve that Adam did not know in his first state what sin was ; 
and God commanded him to avoid it, and not to eat of it — 
and the Lord shewed Adam the danger of it, and said unto 
him. In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 
Now I believe that there was a possibility for Adam to have 
stood in a perfect state without sin ; because Goa had com- 
manded him not to sin — therefore I cannot believe any thing 
adverse from this. Bnt I believe, by the grace of God, that 
^hen the Lord gave Adam a command to avoid sin, he also 
gave him power to avoid it : for if God had not given Adam 
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grace and power sufSciently to have resisted the teirptatioD, 
then how could it be expected that he could have resi.-\e I it? 
Because he had no moie grace nor power than what came 
from God. But let not God be accused with sin, which is 
an abomination to him; and at the same time, I beheve that 
there was a possibility for Adam to fall into sin, because God 
had said, in the day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely 
die. And now to be brief — I see that Adam did fall from the 
command of the Lord hismaker, and perhaps it may be said, 
or thought by some, that he fell by his free will; but yet it 
appears to me, that it was not so altogether, bf ciuse the Lord 
his God had not given him this freedom or liberty without 
any restriction or limitation ; therefore, it appears to me, that 
the devil was the firvSt instigator of it, and that by his sugges- 
tion, and insinuating this thought into our first parents mmds, 
and that by a false pretence of making them more wis,e, and 
that they should be as Gods, knowing good md evil; but 
still Adam was in the fault, because he had the power of acting 
and resisting ; therefore, it appears to me, that he had some- 
what s^tolen this freedom or liberty, which thing was den;ed 
him of God, and so he acted by the will of the devil ; but 
not by the will of his God, so it was not God's will nor plea- 
sure that he should disobey ; neither doth it appear that it was 
God's design that he should disobey; but sometimes I think 
that there always was and that there always will be trial of 
probation, and a victory to be gained before that a soul can 
enter into everlasting glo y. But the cause why this was so 
from the begmning, it is not given me to know, neither is it 
my duty to search much into it, but I really d 6 think that 
there is something more in that evil spirit, the devil, than 
that of which we are aware of, (see Book 2nd, page 22, and 
23,) and thus we see, that the devil had gi'c^t. power to 
tempt Adam, but then he had not power fo force nor compel 
him into this shameful state in whicli we are all in by nis 
disobedience. 

Now, I see that when Adam had fallen from his God, that 
there was nothing short of his Maker that could save his soul 
from death, that is to say, that ther^ was nothing to save 
'him, except there was something provided to satisfy Divine 
justice which the Lord would accept of; for how could the 
Lord by Divine justice alone save his soul when the word 
was gone out of his mouth, that is to say, if thou break my 
commands, thou shalt surely die ; thej^fore, the word of the 
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Lord 18 truths and h^ cannot lie. Now we see that Adam 
was dead in sin, and which way was he to look for deli- 
verance — if he looks to .the word of God, that condemns 
hiitir-rand if he looks to himself, he sees that he is naked and 
Oiinnot merit any. thing that is good from the hand of his 
Maker. So in this state he is lost, and are ail his offspring 
lost? Yes, for as in Adam, all died. Now, I see man cannot 
be ^aved, except the holy law be accomplished by man ; but 
Adam cannot fulfil it^ because he hath broke it, and God 
could not, according to his justice, be reconciled with man, 
except there was an atonement made for sin. And again, it 
doth not appear to me reasonable that the Holy Ghost should 
take upon him our sinful nature, because he proceedeth from 
the Father, and acts for the I^atlier, and the Son on earth in 
spirit and not n person i and there may be a great deal more 
said concernmg these things, but I oniit, and pass on, to be as 
plain as I can, that people of the lowest capacity may un- 
derstand. 

Now, seeing the state of man is so, O then, is there no 
way in which man can be saved — is there not so much as one 
twig to catch at to deliver our poor sinful souls from the 
burning. 0, do not stay here, O my soul, in this state ; 
look again! look again unto the rock of thy salvation! for 
there is one way, whereby, we may be saved, and but one ! 
praise, my soul, praise the Lord, as long as thou hast 
breath praise His most holy name. Now, the Lord saw man 
in this sinful state, but he so loved him that he willeth his 
salvation. Now, 1 see that I stand in need of a Saviour, and 
bless the Lord, my soul, for he hast provided me one; O, 
well may the, good old writer say. All wisdom coraeth from 
the Lord and is with him for ever. (Apoc. to Eccl. i. 1 .) 
P, what a mystery of glad tidings there is opened unto sinful 
man, that God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him shoiild not 
perihh, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his fion 
into the world to condemn the world, but that the world 
through him might be saved. (John iii. 16, 17.) And by 
h'un the holy law of God is accomplished, for he left his 
Father's throne, and came down into this sinful world and 
becan;iQ man as well as God, and was in the flesh as a substi- 
tute, and \vas tempted in all points as we are, but he sinned 
not. A?)4 althoqgh Adam broke the law of his God, the 
Soi^ of God sanctified it, and fulfilled it; and he was the 
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end of the law of Grod for righteousness, he estabhshed the 
covenant of the Lord, he made reconciliation to his Father 
for our transgressions, and the Lord was satisfied by the 
merit of his Son, and said, This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased. (Matt. iii. 1 7.) Now I see that the 
covenant of the Lord stands sure in Christ, and blessed be 
all them that flee unto him for refuge. 

Thou came from thy Father 

From cherubs on high. 
And left grand glory 

For us to die. 

Thou came from heaven. 

And angels fair 
And left thy mansions 

Our sins to bear. 

Thou came from Jerusalem, 

The city of God, 
And left celestial. 

The place of love. 

And came to a world 

Of sin and woe. 
For our transgressions. 

Thy hood did flow. 

And who is able to utter, or what tongue can tell what our 
Lord hast done and suffered for us ; he is 4e8pised and re- 
jected of men, a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, 
and we hid, as it were our faces from him, he was despised, 
and we esteemed him not ; surely he hath borne our griefs, 
and carried our sorrows; stricken, smitten of God and af- 
flicted : but he was wounded and tormented for our trans- 
gressions, he was bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement 
of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed. 
All we like sheep have gone astray ; and have turned every 
one his own way : and the Lord hath laid on him the ini- 
quity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afllicted, yet 
he opened not his mouth : he is brought as a lamb to the 
slaughter^ and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he 
opened not his mouth. (Isaiah liii.) But, speaking of 
Christ from his infancy, we see his humble and mean birth 
was in a manger, and he was humbled to the law of circumci- 
sion, and shed his blood at eight days old, in reference for the 
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salvation of men. (Luke ii. 21 .) And the foxes have holes, 
saith he, and the hirds of the air have nests; but the Son cf 
man hath not where to lay his head. (Matt, viij..20.) And 
who can tell what his precious soul and mind passed through 
when he was tempted by the devil in the wilderness. (Matt/- 
iv. 1.) And when the Jews charged him of blasphiemy , h^- 
cause he had mercy and did good. (Matt, ix. 3.)^ And 
many a time they grieved his spirit, and said, he hast a devil, 
(John viii. 48) and is mad; why hear ye him? (x. 20.) 
And the Scribes and the Pharii^ees urged him vehemently, 
and to provoke him to speak of many things ; laying wait for 
him, and seeking to catch something oiit of his mouth, that 
they might accuse him. (Luke xi. 53^) But for all thiiS 
he withdrew not his love from us, but he kneeled down, and 
prayed to his heavenly Father, and'he^ng in an agony he 
prayed: more earnestly, and his sweat was. as it were great 
drops of blood falling down to the ground. (JLu^e xxii. 44.) 
And he suffered for our sins, beipg tempted, he is also abl^ 
to succour them that are tempted, that wait "with patience fair 
him. (Heb. ii. 18.) And when the time- was near come, 
that our Lord should suffer for poor . sinners, one of his 
Qwn familiar friends, that is one of his disciple , selleth him, 
and betrayed him into the hands of sinners by a kiss, for he 
had said. to the people, whomsoever I shall kiss^ that samei« 
he, hold him fast,and he came to Jesus and said^ Hail master, 
and kissed him ; but, notwithstanding, he gave bis life into 
the hands of bloody and sinful men. So they took the Lord 
of Glory, and abused him, and all the disciples forsook him, 
and fled. Then was it fulfilled, which was . spoken by Ze- 
chariah the prophet. Awake, O sword , against my shepherd, 
and agaiast the man, that is my fellow, ^aith th^ Lord of 
Hosts. Smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered;, 
and I will turn mine hand upon the little ones. (Zee. xiii. 7.) 
And so it was, for ail the disciples forsook him and fled, and 
when the blessed Son of God spoke of his glory, and of 
his coming in the clouds of Heaven, they then charged him 
with blasphemy, and said he is guilty of death. Then did they 
abuse him, and spit in his face, and buffetted him ; and others 
smote him with the palms of their hands, and they railed at 
him, and spoke bitter words to him, saying, prophesy unto 
us thou Christ ; who is he that smote thee. (Matt, xxvi.) 
And one of Jhis chief disciples, even Peter, denied him, by 
cursing and swearing. 
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So it appears that he had not so much as one open friend 
on the earth : but was exposed to a world of sinners, and 
delivered into the hands of the wicked — aniJ even the 
chief priests and elders of the people took counsel against 
Jesus to put him to death ; (Matt, xxvii. 1.) and they bound 
him and led him- away to judgment. And when he was ac- 
cused of the chief priests and elders, he answered nothing. 
He was oppressed and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his 
mouth ; he is bi-ought as a Jamb to the slaughter, and as a 
sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he opened not his 
mouth« (Isaiah liii. 7.) Therefore he was delivered up 
to the will of the wicked to be crucified. And they gathered 
unto him the whole band of soldiers ; and they stripped hina, 
and put on him a scarlet robe ; and platted a crown of thorn« 
and put it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand ; and 
they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, saying. 
Hail, King of the Jews ! And they spit upon him, and took 
the reed and smote him on the head ; an.l led him away to 
crucify him. And so they abused him, and gave him vine- 

far to drink, mingled with gall : an 1 after this they crucified 
•m; and they that passed by reviled him, wagging their 
heads, and saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and 
buildest it in three days, save thyself: if thou be the Son of 
God, come down from the cross. Likewise, also, the chief 
priests mocking him, with the scribes and elders, and said. 
He saved others, himself he cannot save : if he be the King 
of Israel, let him now come down from the cross and we will 
believe him. He trusted in God ; let him deliver him now, if. 
he will have him: for he said, I am the Son of God. And 
the thieves also, which were crucified with him, cast the same 
in his teeth, or one of the thieves. (See Luke xxiii. 39) 
Now. from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the 
land, until the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour Jesus 
cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli ! Eli ! Lama Sabachthani*? 
that is to say. My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me ? 
Now, my reader, I have no Commentary to go by : then 
what can my weak capacity of mind say concerning such an 
important text" of Scripture as this. My God, my God, 
why has thou forsaken me? 

Now, it appears tome, that our Blessed Saviour was left at 
that time in great agony, pain, and distress, for it appears 
tliat his Heavenly Father did not comfort him in his last 
severe and painful conflict, neither did angels support him : 
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but he was exposed to the will of wicked men, and to 
the devil himself, in this severe and tormenting act ; for it 
appears to me that the devil had done all that lie was ahle to do 
in tempting our blessed Lord all throngh his life to the intent 
that he 'might gain his own en:i, and so to overthrow the 
kingdom of ottr Lord, and t© cast his enterprize down to the 
ground, so that he might triumph against the God of Abraham, 
Isaac,, ai^d Jacob, who had said. And in thy seed shall all the 
nations of. the earth be blessed. And we see from the time that 
God created man upon the earth, that it Was the devil's design 
to deface the cause of God and to rnin the souls of men. 
feut who is able for these things b\it a real child of God. 

0, I pr^ay thee, stand by me, O Lord, and help me, and 
deliver ray soul from error ; and dgam, let nie name the text, 
My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? (Matt, 
xxvii. 46.) Now, • according to my serious thoughts and re- 
flection, I think, if I mistake not, that Satan had some hand 
in this, and was suffered to move God against his Son, even 
as he was suffered to move God agamst Job. Now we read 
of Job and of his prosperity, and he was rf good man, and the 
candle of the Lord shone upon him. Then Satan answered 
the Lord and said. Doth Job fear God for nought ? Hast 
not thou made an hedge about hint, and about his house, 
and about all that he hath on every side ; thou hast blessed the 
work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the 
Ian 1 ; but put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he 
hath, and he will curse thee to thy face, as much as to say, I 
do not know that he is a good mart. Let him be proved, and 
see if he will stand the day of trial or not. So Satan obtained 
leave to tempt Job, and to destroy his cattle, to see if he 
could provoke Job to sin against his God ; but the devil pre- 
vailed not, but Jobblesseth the God of his salvation. Now 
it appears to me, that Satan was not satisfied, as if he thought 
he htid not justice done him ; and Satan answered the Lord 
and said. Skin for skin: yea, all tliat a man hath will he 
give for his life. But put forth thine hand now, and touch 
his bone and his flesh, and he will curse thee to thy Cice. And 
the Lord said ulito Satan, Behold he is in thine hand, but 
save his life. . So Satan went forth from the presence of the 
Lord, land smote Job with sore boils, from the sole of his 
foot unto his crown. ■ And now we see, that Satan's design 
was if possible to destroy Job's soul ani to charge him as an 
hypocrite, or in other words, that is to say, he would be as 
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jad as an hypocrite, if God taketh away his temporal LlesS" 
ings, or in other won?s, let him have the day of' trial, and 
then see if he will not become wicked, or let him be tried as 
the wicked, and then see if he will not become wicked. And 
we see that Satan is for having fair play, or more than fair 
play on his side, if he giveth ever such foul* But see my 
little Book, called The Trials of the Righteous, So you 
see that this cruel enemy the devil, is suffered to tempt man 
and even the Son of God himself: for we see that he tempted 
him through the various seasons of his life : and what can 
we think made our Blessed Lord to utter words like these 
when he was hung upon the cross — My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me ? — I have no comment to go by ; but. 
I really believe that the devil had some hand in it, as he had 
in the case of Job. And again — My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me? Why he was forsaken may be this — 
because sin may have its just reward — for the Lord hast laid 
on him the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah liii. 6.) And why he 
was forsaken may be, that divine justice might be satisfied; 
because he made his soul an oiDfering for sin: and the chas- 
tisement of our peace was upon him. And again, why he 
was forsaken may be, that the devil may be put the more to 
silence — for I have some idea, that as Satan was suffered to 
try Job, so was he suffered to try our. Lord, that if possible, 
according to his design, he might overthrow the plan of salva- 
tion ; for he tried and tempted him through his life, but 
could not prevail. So then at the last, in our Lord's agony 
and violent pain, it may be something like this, — that Satan 
perhaps may dispute with God, or calumniate or accuse our 
Saviour falsely, as he did concerning Job, and so argue with 
God, with words like these. How could the Son of God, 
which came from heaven commit sin, who is -like unto God 
himself, and besides all this, he hast been supported by 
angels, and the spirit of God and just men made perfect 
(Matt. xvii. 3.) But now withdraw thy heavenly graces from 
him, and let him have justice laid upon him to the greatest 
exteot, and then see if he will bear away the sin of the world. 
Therefore his sorrow, and his sufferings were so great, that I 
cannot comprehend it fully. But it appears that he was left 
in great distress^ but he was holy, and the heavy hand of 
justice was upon him, and his burden made him cry out like 
David in his distress. My God, my God, why nast thou 
forsaken me, why art thou so far from helping me ? (Psalm 
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22.) But, notwithstanding, our Lord finished his work, 
which his heavenly Father gave him to do. (John xix. 30.) 
Anihe died as innocent as a lamh, and said, Father, into thy 
hands I commend my Spirit. And having said thus, he gave 
up the Ghost. 

Now, it appears, that when he was hung upon the cross, 
that there was darkness over all the earth, ahout the space of 
three hours, and the sun was darkened « And it appears to 
me, that the sun and the heavens mourned for the lamh ; and 
I think, if there was ever mourning in heaven, it was when 
the Son of God suffered upon the cross. But it is said, he 
will swallow up death in vicstory, and the Lord God will 
wipe away tears from off all faces. (Isaiah xxv. 8.) And 
now hear and see how right and plain Isaiah speaks of him, 
and S2dth he was taken from prison and &om judgment, and 
who shall declare his generation, for he was cut off out of 
the land of the living. For the transgression of my people, 
was he stricken, and he made his grave with the wicked, and 
with the rich in his death, hecause he had done no violence, 
neither was any deceit in his mouth; yet it pleased the 
Lord to hruise him. He hath put him to grief, when thou 
shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, 
he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall 
prosper in his hand, he shall see of Uie travail of his soul, and 
shall be satisfied, for he shall bear their iniquities. There- 
fore, will I divide him a portion with the great, because he 
hath poured out his soul unto death, and made intercession 
for the transgressors. (Isaiah liii.) His visage was so 
marred more than any man, and his form more than the sons 
of men. (Isaiah lii. 14.) Now, the poor humbled sinner 
may say, has he suffered all this for me, yes, he hast suffered 
all this for you, and for me ; and now he is entered into his 
glory, and there he is our surety, and pleads for every re- 
penting sinner, and in all his distress he left not the God- 
head. But the Father with the Son and the Holy Ghost are 
God, and will be our God for ever and ever, if we believe in 
him, and serve him aright, and will be our guide even unto 
death. Oh ! every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, 
and ye that hath no money, come ye buy and eat, yea, come 
buy wine and milk, without money, and without price. For 
a small moment have I forsaken thee, but with great mercies 
will I gather thee in a little wrath, I hid my face from thee 
for a moment, but with everlasting kindness will I have 
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mercy on thee, saith the Lord, thy Redeemer. O then let 
no [flesh dare to despise the Lamb for ever, for great is the 
loving kindness of the Lord Jesus, Amen, Amen. 



THE AUTHOR'S DIVINEi SONG. 



1 This is the sweet blossom, ' 

Which never was stained. 
Neither defiled. 

Not defiled by sin, 
Which is the sure root. 

And the offspring of David, 
The bright and morning, 

The morning star. 

2 He came from his Father, 

The holy, the holy. 
And left grand glory. 

And fair worlds on high. 
And condescended to man. 

On earth in the lowest, 
And for our transgressions. 

He bled and he died. 

3 Methinks the sweet angels. 

Was clad in their mourning. 
When they saw the heaven darkened. 

And mourn' d for the lamb, 
Which makes my heart tremble. 

And shudder within me. 
To behold my Lord's agony, 

Who died for our sins. 

4 Behold how he loves me. 

My heart pants within me, 
Because of his love 

That was stronger than death ; 
Behold how he loves me. 

My heart pants within me, * 

Because of the drops 

Of the dew of his Grace. 
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5 His life, O how sweet, 

His Grace is letreshing, 
My soul dolh admire, 

The joys of his charms, 
To see his grand maasious, 

Which he hath prepared. 
When we shall appear 

In his lovely sweet arms. 

6 There to drink the sweet pleasures 

That flows from his fountain, 
And to sing Hallelujah 

To redeeming grace, 
There to hehold our king 

In his grandeur and glory, 
And Christ our victory. 

Face to face. 

7 O glory, O glory. 

To God in the highest, 
And praise ye his Son 

For ever more, 
Which hath redeemed our souls 

. From the snares of all evil, 
And crowns us with love, 

Of the joy he's insured. 



O my blessed Kedeemer, was there ever love like thine^ 
"when thou saw man in his lost and ruined state and condition, 
tlien thou had great mercy on him, and left thy lovely sta- 
tion, and the high order of heaven, and condescended unto 
rebellious man on earth in the lowest, even for his good, and 
to suffer and to die an ignominious death upon the cross, in 
order that thou may pluck our poor sinful souls as brands from 
eternal burnings; yes, thou did, thou lovely lamb, and ^en 
I consider and contemplate upon thy wonderful and kind 
miracles, which thou wrought upon thy poor sinful, and 
impotent, and helpless creature^, and that thou hath often- 
times bestowed the same upon me, this seems enough, ray 
Lord, to fill my heart with contrition, and to melt me inta 
love ; but when I behold thee nailed on the cross for our sins, 
and that with an audible voice, exclaiming, my God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me. This fills my soul with 
vv^onder, love, and praise, because thou hath loved me sa 
much, and I have loved thee so little. 0, may I never limit 



92 

the efficacious power of thy blood, but may I speak of thy 
goodness, and of thy loving kindness unto all generations, 
and may thou, my blessed Saviour, be the desire of all na- 
tions, from this time, henceforth, and for ever. Amen, and 
Amen. 



END OF THE EIGHTH BOOK, 
By Edward Crook. 



BOOK THE NINTH. 



Christ Died for all; or, that he is a sufficient Saviour 

for all. 



Now many people differ in their opinion concerning 
this ; hut one would think that it must he owing to their 
roeaknesSy or ignorance, or stupidity. Now this Work 
is selected and collected out of the Holy Scriptures,- and 
dro/wn up in one view, hy Chapter and yerse, and it 
contains some very strong convincing arguments and 
clear proofs, and that hy the Holy Scriptures, that 
Christ died for all, or that he is a sufficient Saviour for 
all ; and alsOy the Author's serious thoughts and refiec- 
tions. 



Observe : that some of the first part of this Book is only 
my thoughts and reflections concerning the effect and result 
of Christ's Sufferings and Death. By way of an Introduction 
to this Work, or as a propositon to my Readers, as a thing to 
be considered upon : hut still all that tallies or corresponds 
i^ith the word of God, may he depended upon for truth. 

And now, seeing that I have, hy the help of God, exhibited 
to your view, my Readers, a short sketch of the Sufferings 
of Christ, therefore, it may be, since there are so many 
different opinions and sentiments in the world, it may be 
said or doubted of by some, whether the pffectofhis sufferings 
and death extends to all, or avails for all, or in other words, 
•whether he died for all — or whether he is a sufficient Saviour 
for all. Therefore, seeing and knowing that these things are 
so, I will therefore endeavour, by the help of God, to point 
out to you in a short way, the effect of his Sufferings and 
Death, as far forth as my capacity and understanding will 
allow, which thing I hope, through the grace of God^ may 
prove a comfort and satisfaction to all your souls. There- 
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fore, in part, what follows, my fellow sinners, are my 
thoughts and reflections of the effect and result of Christ's 
Sufferings and Death, composed as near as I can tell, accord- 
ing to the Holy Scripture. 

And now, my bretheren, we plainly see, that as by one man 
sin entered into the world, and death by sin, and so death 
passed upon all men ; for that all have sinned ; therefore, as by 
the offence of Adam, judgment came upon all men to con- 
demnation : even so by the Righteousness of Christ, the free 
gift, came upon all meh unto justification of life, (see Rom. v.) 
and that is as much as to say, as far as the wound of sin did 
go by Adam's transgression, so far Christ's holy life, suf- 
ferings, and death, is sufficient for the cure ; and so it ap- 
pears to me, that his holy life, sufferings and death, grace and 
love, extends to all ; because, by his holy life, sufferings an d 
death, he hath merited our salvation, and can claim a mea- 
sure of the love and grace of God, of which he giveth to 
every man to profit thereby; for God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life ; for God- 
sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
that the world through him might be saved. (John iii. 16, 
17.) And now my Readers, hear my word, and despise me 
not, for I would feign talk with you in a right spirit, even as a 
father lalketh to his children, and call you my son ; and now 
it may be, that some one may doubt, and say to me — but if 
Christ hath died for all, then why are not all saved — why my 
son, because they will not all come unto him that they may have 
life : but then you perhaps will say, that they must all come, 
and will all come, if Christ hath died for all — no my son, I 
cannot find it in all the Holy Scriptures that they must all — 
come, or will all come, although Christ hath died for all, 
then you perhaps will say, if it is not so, then Christ hath 
died in vain — no, my son, I believe that he hath not died in 
vain any more for their not all coming unto him. It 
appears to be true, that there are some that will not let 
his blood avail, or profit them any eternal happiness; 
but yet he did not die in vain, for behold it is said, that he 
shall see his seed and prolong his days, and the pleasure of 
the Lord shall prosper in his hand, and that he shall see of 
the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied ; but yet you 
may say, granting, although it be so, yet still he must have 
died in vain, if he hath died for them that are lost ; no my 
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son, I cannot believe that he died in vain for any, but in love 
for all, for he is love, and his tender mercies are over all his 
works ; therefore, I cannot believe that Christ was puffed up 
with vain ideas of imaginary accomplishments, or empty 
frivolous ostentations, and how can any dare as to limit the 
precious and free blood of Christ to a certain number. But 
if you say that it is so, I say then how can this tally with his 
love and justice — for behold, we have all sinned, one as well 
as another ; but then probably you may say to me, but then 
what doth that passage of Scripture mean, that you have 
before mentioned, where it is said, he shall see his seed and 
the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied, (see Isaiah 
liii. 10. 11.) Oh my son, I find that this is an important, 
and a momentous text, and thou hast asked of me a hard 
thing, therefore bear with me a little, and I will endeavour 
by Divine assistance to bring it about, and that by way of 
an introduction, and also by serious thoughts and reflec- 
tions. Now, when Adam had disobeyed the command of his 
maker, and that by the craft and subtilty of the devil, he 
then became dead in trespass and sin, and likewise all his 
posterity; now I say, when this was the wretched and 
miserable case of Adam, then which way was he to look for 
salvation or deliverance from his sinful state and misery ; if 
he looks to himself, he sees and feels that he is wretched, 
miserable, and naked, and stript of all, and that he cannot 
merit any thing that is good, for if he looks unto that holy 
Being above which had made him, he sees and knows that he 
is just, and that he had before told him, if in case he should 
disobey his charge or command, he should surely die ; then 
I say in this case he is dead in sin, and all his posterity. 
And now we see that the holy law of God is broken, and 
Adam cannot make it good, because it is he which broke it, 
and is the offender ; so we plainly see, that all the whole 
race of Adam, or all [the world stands guilty before God, 
and that we all stand in need of a Saviour, one, as much as 
another, because no one can save himself. Therefore the 
Almighty, that wise and blessed Being, looked down from 
heaven, and seeing his creature man in this pitiful, wretched, 
and miserable condition, and that there was no intercessor 
upon earth, and that he could in no wise help himself ex- 
cept there was a sufficient Saviour provided for him. There- 
fore through his tender love and merey, he saw it good that 
his holy arm should bring forth salvation, and so provided 
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means whereby his banished be not expelled for ever. (See 
Gren. iii. 24. — 2 Sam. xiv. 14.) Therefore, now observe my 
serious thoughts and reflections. And now it appears, that 
when God was first about to create man upon the earth, that 
there was something like a counsel called in heaven upon 
this occasion, when God said, let us make man in our image 
after our likeness. (Gen. i. 26.) And so in like manner it 
may be after the fall of man, so that his soul may be re- 
claimed again to his heavenly love and favour. Therefore, 
as the whole Trinity of heaven is of mercy as well as of jus- 
tice, I believe, therefore, that the whole bowels of heaven 
yearned for the salvation of fallen man, so as to deliver him 
out of the belly of destruction, and who can tell, it may be, 
that there was something like a counsel held in heaven upon 
this occasion, and that all the whole armies of heaven came 
forward on this occasion to see if there was any means 
whereby his creature man, or the world could be recovered 
from its fall. Not as I believe, that the Lord needeth any 
counsel, only this may be the way of his condescension, and 
what is the case brought forward ? Why, it may be some- 
thing like this, that is to say, O heaven be astonished. (See 
Isaiah i. 2.) I, the Lord, have created man upon the earth 
pure and holy, with a stamp of the image of my glory, and 
that they should multiply and increase many souls for my 
glory. I have also created the earth for him, even for his 
support, use, and service, and have given him all good 
things in it most richly to enjoy, and yea, I have blessed 
him, and that he should hereafter enjoy the pleasures of 
heaven with us for ever and ever. But, alas ! that old 
serpent, the devil, which is an enemy to all which is good, 
hath by his subtilty defiled and beguiled- him, and marred 
his soul and defaced this image of my glory, and so hath 
brought him into a snare of sin and death, which leadeth to 
destruction. And so if there be no way whereby his soul can 
be reclaimed, he must perish for ever. Therefore, now, what 
must be done for my creature man, to rescue his soul from the 
belly of destruction, and it may be that all the noble armies 
of heaven come forth, even the holy Cherubins and Seraphins, 
and all the high Arch Angels of God, and stood in awe, and 
that with filial or loving fear and watchfulness, to see what 
could be done for fallen man, so as to deliver him from the 
great enemy of his soul. And then me thinks, stood up the 
most high and holy one, whose glory fiUeth the whole heavens, 
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saying, I am the God of the whole universe; a just Go4, 
and cannot in no wise clear the guilty, except there be aii 
atonement made as a sufficient satisfaction so as to. satisfy 
my divine justice; but as great as my justice is, so great is 
my love and mercy. And now, to satisfy my justice so w 
to claim pardon for fallen man, there must be one which wi 
sufficient and will descend to the e^rth, and assume or Ui^ 
upon him man's nature in the flesh, and obey my holy Uw 
in all things, and withstand all the ten^ptations and assaults 
of that old serpent tlie devil ; and he also must offer up his 
life, that is, he must shed his blood ; that is^ he must offer Up 
his life upon the earth for the salvation of man — for without 
shedding of blood there is no remission of sin. Therefoi?9» 
who in heaven is sufficient for this, so as to' deseiid frpQi 
heaven unto the earth in Adam's room and stead, and to 
obey me in all things, and to suffer and to die, so th^t my 
creature, man, and all his posterity, may have the way of life 
set open, so that whosoever will repent and en^brace the 
Gospel, may be saved and delivered out of the hand of tlie 
enemy of his soul ; and it may be that there was silence in 
heaven, and that none of the high orders of the angiels of 
heaven durst come forwiurd as to offer themselves upon tb^ 
occasion ; but yet at the same tinie, methinks their souk 
panted and longed for the salvation of fallen, man ; and th^ 
methinks, stood up the lion of the tribe of Juda, the root iof 
David. (Rev. v. 5.) The holy beffotten Son of iS-pd, evi^ 
the express image of his person (Heb. i. 3.), staying I, lo, I 
come (in the volume of the book it is written gf me) to do tlqr 
will God. (Heb. x. 7.) I will freely interposjS my pre- 
cious blood for him so as to make up the breach, and do all 
that thou hath required, to the intent that the kingdoniof 
heaven may be opened to all that repent and truly believe ioi 
my name. But you may say, will they ajl repent and ben 
lieve to the salvation of tneir souls ; no, it appears Qpt^ i^d 
now comes in the text, or those words which may be r^ 
quested of me to explain, that is, he shall see his seed, h» 
sliall prolong his days, and the plea^ur^ of the Lo^d sh^l 
prosper in his hand, he shall see of the travail of his souli 
and ^hall be satisfied. First, then , he sh^ll see his seed* 
which is, I think these blessed children which embrace his 
Gospd call, emd receive the seed of his word, whiqb isiQed 
spHngeth iip in them and beareth much fruit to his l^of^va 
and glory. Second, he shall prolong his days^ that is, 
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probablo^ as man's days o£ happiness and glory was cut off 
. by reason of his tran.«-gressions ; but now the childri n ot God 
are all true believers, their days shall be prolonged by their 
Redeemer's righteousness in everlasting glory. Third, and 
the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand, that is, I 
believe that the Father had pleasure in the salvation of iii^n 
as well, or as much as the son, and that he was pleased to 
see that his will and pleasure would prosper in his hand ; 
and methinks, that the angels of heaven rejoiced to see that 
the pleasure of the Lord would prosper in his hand. Fourth, 
•he shall see the travail of his soul and shall be satisfied, that 
'is to say, I believe, that he saw the result and eifect of all 
^his whole sufferings, and the benefit to the souls of men 
'thereby, and was satisfied. But now, perhaps you may say 
•to me, should you think then that Christ foresaw that his 
'sufferings and death would avail for all, — why, I believe 
that Christ foresaw that his sufferings and death was avail- 
able, and sufficient for all ; but yet at the same time it may 
be that he foresaw that some ^ould withstand and oppose 
the offers of his grace and mercy, and by so doing ihey will 
•not let his blood avail for them. Therefore, by this, perhaps 
you may say to me, do you think then, if in case Cnrist had 
have foreseen that no soul would have accepted the offers of 
•his love and mercy, shall you suppose then diat Christ would 
have died for the sins of the whole world in vain, — my 
answer is no ; I should rather think not ; then perhaps you may 
say, that the effect of his holy life and death may be only for 
the penitent believers, — yes, my reader, and I believe that 
his holy life and death is especially for those according to 
his foreknowledge ; but still I believe that his holy life and 
death is sufficient as to save all the world, if they would but 
repent and embrace the offers of his grace and mercy ; for I . 
cannot find in all the holy Scripture, that the holy God of 
Love predestinateth, or designs, or decrees any man to be 
lost before he first giveth them a possibility of being saved. 
Therefore, I cannoi find that we dare to say any more of final 
and absolute election, unless it be by the foreknowledge of 
God. Therefore, I do not see that it is right for me to limit 
or confine the saving power of the efficacious blood of Christ 
to a certain or singular number, or, how dare I as to say that 
his precious blood is not sufficient for all. 0, thou blessed 
Lamb of God which taketh away the sins of the world, was 
^ere ever love like thine, what could thou have done more 
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surely methinks, that thou could not have done any more 
at all^ than that which thou hast already done. Therefore^ 
by this, I believe that there is a sufficient redemption through 
thy blood lor all, and that thy saving grace and mercy are 
held forth unto all, and that thou art ready and willing to 
«ave all them that will obey. But still, O Lord, I dare 
not as to limit thy foreknowledge, therefore, from everlasting 
to everlasting, thou art God, and foresees them that will be* 
lieve, and them that will obey. Therefore, I believe, by this, 
that the Lord knoweth tliem that are his, from, or before the 
fo'indation of the world. 

But now, Lord, my God, if I am not completely perfect 
concerning my serious thoughts and reflections, be thou 
pleased through the righteous merit of thy Son, to pardon 
me, for I know that thy judgments are unsearchable, and 
thy ways past finding out ; but still thou knowest that I have 
written these words in the integrity of my heart, and that by 
thy help to strengthen the weak, and for the good of thy 
cause and people, and also to put to silence the infidels^ and 
to convince the unbeliever. Therefore, Lord, be thou 
pleased to remember me for good, and pardon me where, or 
at which place I seem ieo come short, by reason of my weak- 
ness and inability, for Christ's sake. 

And as for thy foreknowledge and predestination, I dare 
not to say but little about, because that is best known to 
thyself, therefore I would rather speak of thy free grace and 
forgiving love which is held out to the chief of sinners, of 
whom 1 am one — ^but thou hath died for me — but although I 
believe this, yet there may be some poor trembling sinner 
who hath been convinced of his sins, and feels the sting of a 
guilty conscience, but yet hath not found the pardoning love 
of God, through Christ, shed abroad in his heart as to show 
him. his sins are foregiven ; therefore, the poor sinner may 
say, where can I find any way of repentance, or forgiveness, 
or rest, or peace, or consolation for my poor sinful soul, see- 
ing I am so far from God, and so much involved in sin and 
iniquity : if 1 look unto man, he cannot save me, for he is 
no better than myself, and stands in need of the same help 
that I do, and if I look unto the gods of this world, they are 
all vanity and foolishness, and cannot help themselves. Oh, 
happy, happy, should I be if I could find forgiveness, and 
to know that Christ hath died for me. On, my fellow- 
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sinners, may Almighty God, through Christ, give thee grace 
and power to pray, and to meditate upon these lines : then 
if it be so, thou wilt find thy sins pardoned, and much peace 
and comfort to thy soul. Come — 

AH yoa that do these lines behold, 
Are they not better than fine gold ; 
Not all the gold that shines so bright. 
Can afford to me such great delight. 

Koi all the world in its gay show, 
Shall not to me these lines out do ; ^ 
They lead my soul to joys on high, 
To yonder glory above the sky. 

"Where my Redeemer is arrayed in love, 
And to the world he shall then prove 
That he has been their help and stay 
To redeem them from that woful day. 

But who hath believed otir report? and to whom is the 
arm of the Lord revealed ? For he shall grow up before him 
as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground : he hath 
no form nor comeliness ; and when we shdll see him, there is 
no beauty that wa should desire him. He is despised and 
rejected of men ; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief: and we hid as it were our faces front him : he was 
despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he hath borne 
our griefs, and cai*ried our sorrows : yet we did esteem him 
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded 
for our transgressions, he was bruised for iniquities : the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him : and with his 
stripes we are healed. All we like sheep haVfe gone astray ; 
ana have turned every one his own way: and the Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah liii. 1.) Aoftl 
again in another place, Saint Paul saith, By the offence of 
one, judgment came upon all. men to condemnation ; even so 
by the righteousness of one, the free gift came upon all men 
unto justification. ^Rom v. 18.) And again, hear what 
our Blessed Lord saith, I am the living bread which came 
down from heaven ; if any man eat of this bread, he shall 
live for ever ; and the bread that I will give is my flesh, 
which I will give for the life of the world. (John vi. 51.) 
Therefore, he that spared not his own Son, but aelivered him 
ii|> ferns all, how shall he not with him also freely give us 
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all things. (Rom. viii. 32.) I exhort, therefore, that first 
of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions^ and giving of 
thanks be made for all men, for kings, and for all that are in 
authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and honesty, for this is good and ficceptable in the 
sight of God, our Saviour, who will have all men to be savecj^ 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth, for there is pi^ 
God, and one mediator between God and men, the m^n 
Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom, for «^11 to be t^tir 
fied in due time. Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, wd 
an apostle, saith St. Paul, I speak the truth in Christ, and 
lie not, a teacher of the Gentiles in faith an^ vwity. fTiin. 
2.) But again, we see Jesus,, who was made ft little lower 
than the angels, for the suffering of death, crowned with 
glory and honour ; that be by the grace of God should tasjte 
death for every man. (Heb. ii. 9.; And he is. the propitia?*, 
tion for our sins ; and not for ours only, but also for t\\^ sins 
of the whole world. (1 John ii. 2,) For thou wasjt ^Uip^ 
and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every 
kindred and tongue, and people and nation. (Rev, v. 9.) 

Now, when I consider and meditate upon these holy p^- 
sages of the word of God, it appeg,rs to m^, by a clear die- 
monstration, that thou my Lord Jesus hast died fo^ all ; Uwt 
sOme men will say that he died for many, even for his elecA* 
as follows: he bare the sins of many (Isaiah liii, 12.) ; 
but see verse the 6Lh, and there it saith, All. Awd again^,!)^ 
what our blessed Lord saith. And he took the cyp and gay^ 
thanks, and gave it to them, saying, drink ye all of it» for 
this is my blood of the new testament which is shed .for 
many for ti»e remission of sins. But see John the vi, 61*, 
and there he saith, His flesh is bread for the life Qf.tbQ WQrldL 
But O, how rightly St. Paul speaks, and saith he is the 
Saviour of all men, especially of those that believe* A^id , 
this is my faith, for it appears to be the sum and sub^tam^jB 
of all, and he is a sufficient Saviour for all ; but yet iii dotti 
not say that they will ail believe, but at the ss^me tiji»» l)^ 
fulfilled the holy law of God that man had broken, ^ad bf3 
satisfied Divine Justice for all, that is, there is a way op^a 
for all, so that ivhosoever calleth upon the name of the Lprdl 
shall be saved, for I believe that there is a measure of the giw^e 
of God given to every man to profit thereby. Th^eftgrjB, . 
i^hosoever sincerely repents and humbleth his soul befere 
God, in thehame of his Redeemer shall be saved. 
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And there is no res[^rct of per-ons with God, for 
snrely the judges of all the earth will do right. And it 
shall come to pass that whosoever shall call oa the name of 
the Lori shrill be saved. (Acts xx. 21. — see Rom. xiv. 15 
— see Coi*. viii. 11.) But St. Paul saith in another place, 
Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many : now the 
word many, in some places of the word of God probably 
mJiy have some reference to his elect, for surely he knows 
them from the foundation of the world. But these things 
belong to God, and these are his elect, those that despise 
not the day of his grace and his heavenly calling, but em- 
brace it^ and by his help repent of their sins, and gladly be- 
lieve and embrace the gospel of Christ, and by his help 
humble their souls before him, and trust in him for eternal 
life and salvation, and walk with him, and pray to him in 
secret and in public places, and are resigned to his will, love, 
and mercy. And many more words may be added, but 
these words are of great importance, and those precious souls 
that doeth these thmgs are his elect ; butSsee my little Book, 
called the Character of the Righteous, 

But now to give more satisfaction concerning that Christ 
died for many, that is, the word many, according to my judg- 
ment, hath a great reference to the whole of mankind, be- 
cause there be many. And hear what St. Paul saith both 
ways concerning it, for as by one man's disobedience many 
were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be 
made righteous. (Rom. v. 19.) So you see in this verse 
it doth not say that all were made sinners, but many^ 
nevertheless, we plainly see that we all were made sinners 
by the fall of Adam, in the verse before ; neither doth it say 
by t'he obedience of Christ all were made righteous, but 
many : but at the same time it saith, by the righteousness 
of one the free gift came upon all men unto jusjtification ; 
therefore, seeing and knowing that these things are so, it would 
be well for us all to consider these things aright, and that 
w6: should always pray for his heavenly grace, so as to be di- 
rected into the true path of righteousness, and that we should 
always pray that our souls and minds maybe brought under, 
and submissive to, his holy will, ways, and Gospel. 

Now we err sometimes ; because we wish to nave our own 
ways, and to bring the will of God and the Holy Scriptures as 
to snit our sinAil and vain ideas and inclinations, whether it 
be consistant to the will of God or not: but it would be well 
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for us oftentimes to contemplate upon our Lord's. Pioyer, 
vrhereas it is said, Thy will be done in earth as it is in Hea- 
ven, as much as to say, Heavenly Father, may thy wijl l;)e 
done in our earthly bodies, in like manner as it is in those ce- 
lestial ones above . And so v^e should always pray that our 
minds may be brought under, in subjection to his will ; but 
not for his will to be in. subjection to ours ; because our mind 
and will is oftentimes sensual and earthly; but his is alwiays 
Holy and Heavenly . For we plainly see that we are all defective, 
and that we stand in need of God's beloved Son ; for who can 
say I have made my heart clean, or that he is pure from-liis 
sins. (Prov. xx. 9.) Shall mortal man be more just than 
God ? Shall a man be more wise and pure than his Maker ? Be 
hold, he put no trust in his servants ; and his angels he charged 
with folly : how much less in them that dwell in houses of clay, 
whose foundation is in the dust . (Job iv. 17, 18, 19.),, For 
there is not a just man upon the earth that dbeth good, and 
sinnetb not. ( Eccl . vii. .20.) For the heart is deceitful 
above all things, and desperately wicked : who can know it, 
but the Lord. (Jer. xvii. 9, 10.) Therefore, if thou. 
Lord, shoiddest mark iniquities : Lord, who shall stand? 
but there is forgiveness with thee? that thou mayest be 
feared. (Psalm cxxx. 3.) Therefore, thanks be unto thee 
O Lord, for thy grace and mercy, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us; but if we confess our sins, thou art faith- 
ful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. (1 John i. 8.) In that day saith 
Zechariah there shall be a fountain opened to the house 
of David, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin 
and for uncleanness. (Zee. xiii. 1.) For the Father loveth 
the Son, and hath given all things into his hand ; he 
that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life, and he that 
believeth not the Son shall not see life ; but the wrath of God 
abideth in him. TJohn iii. 35.) Therefore my brethren 
let us all, by the hejp of God, pray for grace, faith, and re- 
pentance, for by grace are ye saved through faith ; and that 
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God. (Eph. ii. 8.) 
And it is said that a measure of his grace is given unto 
every man to profit thereby. Therefore, I beseech you, my 
beloved brethren, in all Churches not to be narrow minded 
as to limit the precious blood of Christ unto a singular num- 
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bee of people,- but pteAch ye free salvation toeverj^ creattrfe, 
'for thus we ar^ cotiimanded, Go ye into all the worfd, saith 
"tnt Loi'd, and preach the Gospel to every creature. He that 
%eTie\rtth atid is baptized shall be saved : but fie that be- 
lliifeiii riot shall be damned. (Mark. ^vi. 15.) There- 
fbre wbe tirito toe if I willingly and wilfully speak not 
thetHlfh which is of my Lord Jesus ; I will not, I dire not, if 
1 ktiow it, iti'this work disobey the command ,df my God, 
adOiet 'Krtiit'the precious blood 6f (Jhrist, tio, hot for tnv 
*h6d^e fttll of silver and gold : but O that I may always speatk 
of thy free SAlvaf ion, and that to all generations to come; 
^but he that ife oftentinies reproved of the ; thing which is 
i^rong, ihd still hardeneth his heart against mercy and love, 
Klisill be destroyed and that without remedy. 

-And now, O Lord, flie Father of our Lord, be thou pleased 
io help \i« to i-epcTit arid to reform our errors, and increase 
<ntr f;^ith,'igo ttx?(t we all may believe with our whole hearts 
trnto' f i^hteousnesfj, updn thy blessed Son who hath died for 
tis; that AVe may not taste the pangs of everlasting death, but 
•(Hat through Jiirii we may obtain thy si^eet grace, and hea- 
vily fevbur; ahd onethifng, my Fatfier, gives me great en- 
Coiitagement, and that is, because thou art a God of truth, 
rtrtrdv, and love. 

'0 Iwslj^ us all to love thee, Lord, and thy dear Son 
Jesus, and thy holy ones above, and thy children here below; 
a!iid that thou may through Christ, bring all thy praying 
pefbple home to behold thy glory and thy lovely chilu Jesus ; 
Atid 0' that we may fall intb his arms of mercy, and love him 
for eVcrmorre. Amen. 
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BOOK THE TENTH. 



The Goodness of God. 



Now this beautiful Book contains some of the most eoti" 
soHng passages of Scripture ^ which I think^ by the grace 
of God ^ will cause most people that read or hear it to won^ 
der with great admiration to see the goodness of the Lord 
in the land of the living^ and those holy passages or texts 
are selected and collected together in one view by chapter 
and verse ^ and it may truly be called the Booh <\f Holy 
Love, 



Now, this beautiful Book contains some of the most con-* 
soling passages of the word of God, which I think, by the 
grace ol God, will cau^e most people that hear or read, to 
wonder withgreat admiration, to see the goodness of the Lord 
in the land of the living. I liad fainted salth David, unless I 
had believed, to see the goodness of the Lord in the.li^nd of 
the living. (Psalm xxvii. 13.) For when man was involved 
in his J^in and blood, and m the prison of death, Almighty 
Go 1 was so good, that he suffered to the death of his Son, for 
man's salvation ; and by his holy and pure life and death, he 
hath given us the Holy Spirit to comfort us: therefore the 
Pather is good, the Son is good, and the Holy Ghost is good, 
and these three are as one, and this God, is our God, a ju9t 
God and a Saviour. (Laiah xlv. 21. ) I am he saith the 
Lord, before me there was no God formed, neither shall there 
be afur me; I, even I, am the Lord, and beside me there is no 
Saviour : yea before the day was, I am he, and there is none 
th.it can deliver out of my hand. (chap, xliii. 10,11, 13.) 
and this Gpd, is our God for ever and ever, and will be our 
guide, even unto death ; and the Lord is good to all, and his 
tfnder mercies are over all his works. (Psalm cxlv, 9.) 
And this God, was he that was with Abraham, IsaaQ, ajud 
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Jacob, and a present help in the daya of their trowble. (<l«ci. 
xiv. chap. xxvi. 14 to the 21, chap, xxvii., chap, xxxiv. 
30, chap, xxxvii. 33., chap. xli. 38.) And hast brought 
them to the heaven of his rest. (Luke xiii. 28.) And this 
is that God that descended in the cloud upon Mount Sinai, 
and stood with Moses there, and proclaimed the name of the 
Lord, and the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed the 
Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long suffering, 
and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thou- 
sands, forgiving iniquity, and transgressions and sin. (Exodus 
xxxiv. 5.) For his anger endureth but a moment, in his 
favour is life, weeping may endure for anight, but joy cometh 
in the morning. (Psalm iii. 5.) A father to the father- 
less, and a judge of the widows is God, saith David in his 
holy habitation. (Psalm Ixviii. 5.) For as the heavens is 
high above the earth, so great is his mercy towards them that 
fear him, as far as the east is from the west, so far hath he re- 
moved our^transgressions from us. Like as a father pitieth his 
children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him; for he 
knoweth our frame, he remembreth that we are dust. (Psalm 
ciii.) Oh ! that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, 
and for his wonderful works to the children of men, for he 
satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with 
goodness. (Psalm cvii. 8, 9.) He healeth the broken in. 
heart, and bindeth up their wounds. (Psalm cxlvii. 3.) 
How excellent is thy loving kindness, God, therefore the 
children of man put their trust under the shadow of thy wings. 
(Psalm XXX vi. 7.) And again, we may see the goodness, 
and tender mercy of the Lord, through Christ, towards the 
Gentiles' Church: fear not, saith the Lord, for thy maker is 
thinehusband, the Lord of Hosts is his name, and thy Redeemer, 
the holy one of Israel, the God of the whole earth shall he 
be called, for the Lord hath called thee, as a woman forsakea 
and grieved in spirit, and a wife of youth, when thou wast 
refused, saith thy God, for a small moment have I forsakeu 
thee, but with great mercies will I gather thee; in a little 
wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment, but with ever- 
lasting kindness will I have merey on thee, saith the Lord 
thy Redeemer ; no weapon that is formed against thee shall 
prosper ; and every tongue that shall rise against thee, in 
judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the jheritage of the 
servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is of me, saith 
tli«Lord. (laaiah lir.) 
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And great was the goodness and mercy of Grod, oftentimes 
towards the Jewish Church ; this Church of people, at one 
time was a peculiar people, beloved of God, but they greatly 
fell away to pride, wicked lust, and idolatry, which I fear is 
oftentimes the ruin of many souls : see my Book, called 
JFhoredom, But many a time, the Lord was so kind, and 
so good — ^being full of compassion, forgave them their ini- 
quity, and destroyed them not ; yea, many a time turned he 
his anger away, and did not stir up all his wrath. (Psalm 
Ixxviii. 38.) And by the word of the Lord, Jereiniah ex- 
horts them to repent : Now saith he, amend your ways and 
your doings, and obey the voice of the Lord your God, and 
the Lord will repent him of the evil that he hath pronounced 
against you. (Jeremiah, xxvi. 13.) And so we see the 
goodness of God towards them, but they would not obey ;' for 
they rejected the goodness of the Lord until they were brought 
into trouble and carried away captive into a strange land for 
the space of seventy years. (2 Chron. xxxvi. 21 — Jer. 
XXV. 11, 12 — ^Ezra i. I.) And about that time the Lord 
had pity on them, and brought them again into their own 
land ; but after a time, they did not follow after the Lord, 
but they grieved the spirit of the holy one, and caused their 
Bedeemer to weep ; for in the days of Christ, when he was 
come near, he beheld the city and wept over it, saying. If 
thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the 
things which belong to thy peace ! but now they are hid 
from thine eyes. (Luke. xix. 41.) 

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, 
and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would 
I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gather- 
eth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not ! (Matt, 
xxiii. 37.) But because our forefathers have sinned, is there 
no mercy for us ? Yes there is, and this you may plainly see 
in the 18th chapter of Ezekiel. Behold all souls are mine, 
saith the Lord, as the soul of the Father, so also the soul of 
the Son is mine ; the soul that sinneth, it shall die. The 
Son shall not bear the iniquity of the Father, neither shall 
the Father bear the iniquity of the Son : the righteousness 
of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of 
the wicked shall be upon him : but if the wicked, will turn 
from all his sins that he hath committed, and keep all my 
statutes^ and do that which is lawful and right he shall surely 
Iitv,ke ifaall mot ditf*; all his transgressions that he hath com- 
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Ihitted, thej shall not be mentioned unto him ; in his rfgh- 
teousness that he hath done, he shall hve; have I any plea- 
sure at all that the wicked should die? saith the Lord God, 
And not that he should return from his w ys and live ? 
Cast away from you all your tranf^gression wheieby ye have 
transgressed, and make you a new heart and a new spirit: 
for why will ye die, house of Israel ? For 1 have no plea- 
sure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord God ; 
wherefore, turn yourselves, and live ye, for the Lord will not 
cast off for ever ; but though he caused grief, yet will he 
have compassion according to the multitu e of his mercies, 
for he doth not afflict wiUmiily, nor grieve the thildren of 
jcnen, for the Lord is good unto them that wait for him, to 
the soul that seeketh him. (Lam. iii.) And agam the pro- 
phet M cah saith, Who is a God like unto thee, that par^ 
doiieth iniquity, and passeth by the tran<5gres-'ions of the 
remnant of his heritage? He retaineth not his anger, for be- 
cause he (Jelighteth in mercy. (Micah vii. 18.) Turn unto 
me, saith the Lord of hosts, and I will return unto you, saith 
the Lord of hosts. (Zech. i. 3.) Come unto me, .^aith our 
blessed Lord, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest. (Matt, xxviii.) Arid again he saith, If 
a man have an hundred sheep, and one of them be gone 
astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into 
the mountains and seekest that wmch is gone astray, and if 
so be that he find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth more 
of that sheep than of the ninety a^id nine, whch vvent not 
astray, even so it is not the will of your Fi;ther which is in 
heaven, that one of these little ones should perish. (Matt. 
xviii. 12.) And asain it is said concerning the repentmg 
sinner, that when he was yet a great way off, his father saw 
him, and had compassion, and rau, and leli on his .neck, and 
kissed him. (Luke xv. 20.) And in the sauie manner the 
Lord haih compassion upon all true repenting sinners, and 
in that case concerning the adulterous woman we may see 
the tender mercy of our Lord ; he said unto hf r. Woman, 
where are those thine accusers, hath no mnn conuemed thee ? 
She said, No man Lord ; and Jesus said unto her. Neither 
do 1 condemn thee, go and sin no more. (John, viii, 10.) 
For him, hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince 
and a Saviour, for to, give repentance to Israel, and forgive- 
ness of sins. (Acts. y. 31.) The Lord is not slack con- 
berning his promise, but is long-su&riiig to U8-%anl« ndt 
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williilg that any should perish, but that all should ebiAe tiai 
repr>n-f<nce. (2 Peter iii. 9.) 

Beholii, 1 stand at ine door, and knock. If any man hear 
my Voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will 
sup with him, and he with me. (Rev. iii. 20.) that there 
Were such an heart in them that they would fear me, and keep 
all my commandments always, that it might be well witn 
them and with their children for ever ! (Deut. v. 29.) Know 
tiierefore that the Lord thy God, he is God, the faithful Godf 
wh.ch k^peth covenant and mercy ^rith them that love himy 
and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations^ 
(chap. vii. 9.) Therefore, seeing and knowing that these 
th.ngs are So, my friends, it is good for us to wait uproa thtf 
Lord, with much patience, and resignation to his will, fof 
beh 1 ', we count them happy which endure to the end, y« 
hive heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the etd of 
the Lord ; that the Lord is very pitiful and of tender m«rcy< 
(James v. 11.) For the eyes of the Lord are over the ritfh-* 
teous, and his cars are open unto their prayers: but the fece 
of the Lord is against them that do evil, (I Peter iii. 12.) 
But, because thy lovmg kindness is better to me than liile i 
my lips shall praise thee. (Psalm Ixiit. 3.) Come and 
hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he hath 
done for my soul Blessed be God which hath not turned 
away my prayer^ nor his mercy from me. (Psalm Ixvi. Iff, 
20.) Unless the Lord had been my help, my soul had aU 
most dwelt in silence. When I said, my foot slippeth ; thy 
mercy, Lord, held me up. And in the multitude <if my 
thoughts wiihin me, thy comforts delight my soul. (Psalm 
xciv, 17, 18, 19.) For thou hast said, Fear thou not; 
for 1 am wi.h thee, be not dismayed ; for I am thy God: I 
will strengthen thee ; yea, I will help thee : yea, I will uphold 
thee with the right hand of my righteousness. (Isaian xli« 
10.) For I love them that love me, and those that seek me 
early, shall find me. (Prov. viii. 17.) And again, behold 
what manner of love the Lord hath towards us. Can a wo- 
man forget her sucking child, saiththe Lord, that she should 
not have compassion on the son of her womb? Yea they may 
forget, yet will I not forget thee. And again, he saith, (j 
that thou had>t hearkened to my commandments ! then had 
thy peace been as a river, and thy righteousness as the wavea 
of the sea. ( saiah xlviii. 18.) And now my friends, we 
must confess that we are all sinners^ both Jews and Gentilis 
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btit, behold the goodness and love of God through Obrist 
towards us. And here is his perfect love, for God so lov«d 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life. For God sent not his son into the world, to condemn 
the world, but that the world through him might be saved. 
(John iii. 16.) 

Lord, what is man that thou art so mindful of him, and 
that thou settest thy heart so much upon him, surely it is 
not because he is holy, but it is because thou lovest him. O 
Lord, I am astonished with wonder and admiration to see thy 
goodness and loving kin^iness in the land of the living, and 
especially in the gitt of thy well beloved Son. O, that we 
may all rightly consider upon these things, and turn unto 
the Lord and be truly thankful. And may it please thee, O 
Lord, to wean us from our sins, so that we may be wedded 
to the lamb, and enter into the marriage feast and drink of 
the paps of his love in everlasting glory. 

And now my readers, if you consider aright, then you must 
and will acknowledge that God is love. And now by God's 
help let me entreat you to embrace the day of his grace and 
his heavenly callin.?, so that you may repent and forsake 
your sins, and so fall in with the offers of his mercy, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, and then you will find these sweet 
words which I have penned down, a comfort to your souls 
in the days of your troubles, and may God Almighty add his 
blessing to his word and to your souls through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 



END OF THE TENTH BOOK, 
Bt Edward Crook. 



BOOK THE ELEVENTH. 



An Exhortation to Turn to God, without respect 

to Persons. 



This sweet little Book gives us an exortation to turn 
to God without respect to Persons, Collected from the 
word of God, and composed together by chapter and verse ^ 
and it also contains one of the Author'^s Divine Songs of 
grouse and love^ and ends with a short Prayer. 



And now my fellow sinners, as you have seen the goodness 
of God, in reality and truth, be ye not therefore stiff necked 
as your fathers were, but yield yourselves unto the Lord, 
and enter into his sanctuary, which he hath sanctified for 
ever, and serve the Lord your God, that the fierceness of his 
wrath may turn away from you ; for the Lord your God is 
gracious and merciful, and will not turn his face from you, 
if ye return unto him. 

Now these were the words which Hezekiah the King, 
spoke unto the children of Israel ; and the Lord hearkened 
to Hezekiah, and healed the people. (2 Chron. xxx. 8, 9, 
20.) Therefore now, amend your ways and your doings, 
and obey the voice of the Lord your God, and the Lord will 
repent him of the evil that he hath pronounced against you. 
(Jer. xxvi. 13.) For the Lord is gracious and full of com- 
passion, slow to anger and of great mercy, the Lord is good 
to kll, and his tender mercies are over all his works. (Psalm 
cxlv. 8, 9.) And Isaiah lifleth up his voice and saith ; Look 
unto me and be ye saved all the ends of the earth; for I am 
God, and there is none else. (Isaiah, xlv. 22.) And again 
he saith, let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts ; and let him return unto the Lord, and he 
will have mercy upon him ; and to our God, for he will abun- 
dantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your though^ 
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neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For at tbt 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are iny ways higher thaa 
your ways, and my thoughts than your tjboughis. (Chj^). 
Iv. 7, 8, 9.) Ana Hosea exhorts us and saiwh, Come, and 
let us return unto the Lord, for he hath torn, and he will heal 
us, he hath smitten, and he will hind us up. After two days 
will he revive us, in the third da> he will raise li3 up, and 
we shall live in his sight, through Jesus ^Christ our Lord. 
Then shall we know if we follow on to know the Lord : his 
going forth is prepared as the niornmg ; and he shall come 
unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the 
e^rth. (Hosea. vi. 1, 2, 3.) 

Now, you may find two very remarkahle chapters in the 
Book of the prophet Ezekiel, (and they are the 18ih, and 
83rd.) Now we may see here, the justice, and mercy, 
and goodness of God, in reality and truth. Now I shall 
mention a few of those solemn words that are spoken hy that 
God, in whom we live, and have our being. Now in those 
chaptei s, we may see the abomination of sm that God hateth ; 
but that we may, by his grace, repent, and behold his 
mercy; for God declares that he has no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked: but it is said, but if the wicked will 
turn away from all his sins that he hath commit led, and keep 
all my statutes, and do that which is lawful and right, bk 
shall surely live, he shall not die. All his trani>gr£;8sioas that 
'he hath committed, they shall not be mentioned unto him: 
in h s righteousness that he hath done, he shall live ; repept 
and turn from all yonr transgressions, so iniquity shall not 
•be your ruin, cast away from you all your tranhgressionjs 
•wh^eby ye have transgressed, and make you .a new heart, 
and a new spirit : for why will ye die, O house of Israel? Fori 
-have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the 
Lord God, wherefore turn and live ye. (22, 23, 30, 31.) 
-Now, Israel was a beloved and a peculiar people of God 
hy reason of Christ entering into the world, and making his 
appearance in the flesh, for, according to the flebh, be was of 
-the house, and lineage of David, which was the son of Abra- 
hsm. Then- fore, this was the command oi God unio iiiem. 
Walk beforenie, and be thou perfect. (Gen. xvii. I.; And 
for what purpose ? For an example of obedience to the. orld, 
that thou are my people, and that the world maj be saved 
through grace by Christ, my Son. But what a sinful peo- 
~i- ^Key soon. became loeverthel^, the Lord jiiad gr^t 
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eompassion upon them, and exhorts them to repent, and sent 
to them hy his messengers, rising up betimes and sending ; 
because he had compassion on his people, and on his 
dwelling place. (2 Chron. xxxvi. 45.) And they said. 
Turn ye again now every one from his evil way, and 
from the evil of your doings, and dwell in the land that the 
Lord hath siven you and to your fathers for ever : and go 
not after otner gods to serve them and to worship them, and 
provoke me to anger with the works of your bands, and 
I will do you no hurt. (Jer. xxv. 5, 6.) But they mocked 
the messengers of God, and despised his words, and misused 
his prophets, imtil the wrath of the Lord arose against his 
people, till there was no remedy. (2 Chron. xxxvi. 16.) 
Ana Jeremiah was grieved when he saw them in th^s sinful 
condition, and said, If ye will not hear to give glory to the 
Lord, my soul shall weep in secret places for your pride, 
and mine eyes shall weep, and run down with tears, because 
the Lord's flock is carried away captive. (Jer. xiii. 17.) 
And the word of the Lord came unto Zechariah, saying, £x« 
ecute true judgment, and show mercy and compassions 
every man to his brother ; and oppress not the widow, nor 
the fatherless, the stranger, nor the poor ; and let none of 
you imagine evil against his brother in vour heart. (Zee. 
vii. 8, 9, 10.) Therefore repent ye, and be converted, that 
your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing 
shall come from the presence of the Lord (Acts iii. 19^ 
O kiss the son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, 
when is wrath is kindled but a* little : blessed are all they 
who put their trust in him. (Psalm ii. 12.) Wherefore he 
saith. Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and 
Christ shall give thee light. (Eph. v. 14.) And again it is 
said, Come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith 
the Lord, and touch not uie unclean thing ; and I will re* 
ceive you : and- will be a father unto you, and ye shall be 
my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. (2 Cor. 
vi. 17, 18.) O, that we may taste and see how good the 
Lord is, and how willing he is to save us from the wrath to 
come, and reveals it to us by the son of his love, and shows 
unto us his heavenly care towards us, by our temporal con- 
cerns. Hear therefore, the gracious words of our blessed 
Lord, The Son of man is come to save that wMch was lost. 
How think ye ? If a man have an hundred sheep, and one 
of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and 
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nine, and goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that which 
i* gone asitray ? And if so be that he find it, verily I say 
unto yon, heTejbiceth more of that sheep than of the ninety 
and nfirie, which went not astray. Even so, 'it is not the will 
of your 'Father which is in heaven, that one of these 
little ones thould perish. (Matt, xviii.) And again hear 
the sweet words of the La:mb of God, that taketh away the 
gin of the world. Come uhto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you; and learn of me ; for I am meek and lowly in heart : 
and ye shall find test nnto your souls. For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden light. (Matt. xi. 28, 29, 30.) And in the 
last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, 
saying. If any man thirst," let him come unto me, iand drink. 
He that bel?eveth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of 
his' belly fehall flow rivers of living water. But this spake 
heof the spirit,' which they that believe on him should re- 
ceive. (John vii. 37, 38, 39.) Therefore, Lord— 

" / - It is thy grace that revives our souls, 
. . t And makes us believe in* thee ; 
.Q> S>v< thy grace to everysoul, 
O, give thy grace to me. 

That I may iu thy works then show ■ 

Thy willingness to save ; 
O* send thy spirit down, O Lord, 
. . Let nothing more me crave. 

0, when thy grace is. giyeo, Lord, . . 

I know its*right within. 
My fears; and sins they fly away : 

O, death, thou hast lost thy sting. 

My^oul is sweety to thee, O Lord, 

And BO art thou to me ; 
Grace makes me leave my sins below. 

And long to be with thee. 

To see thy heavenly face above, 

And Angels fair and bright ; 
Then let me leave my sins below, 

And take a fresh delight. 

• 

. For there is no respect of persons with God. (Rom. ii. 
11.) For. there is no difference between the Jew and the 
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Greek, for the same Lord, over all, is rich unto all that call 
upon him, for whosoever shall c^Il u[)on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved. (Bom. ^. 12, 13.) And if y^e call on 
the Father, who, wituout respect of persons judgeth ac- 
cording to every man's work, pass the time of youx pjourn- 
ing here in fear : forasmuch as ye know that ye .WQre npt 
redeemed with corruptihle things as silver and gold, but, by 
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 
and without spot. Who verily was "iore-ordained before 
the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last 
times for you. (1 Peter i. 17.) Surely then the Lord is 
good to all, not willing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance. (2 Peter iii. 9.) And hear ye, 
the blessed promises of Almighty God. Come now, and let 
us reason together, saith the Lord : though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ; though they be red 
like crimson, they shall be as wool. (Isaiah i. 18.) For if 
we repent, the Lord will not cast us off for ever, for his 
loving-kindness faileth not, and his compassions are new 
every morning. And it plainly appears by Holy Scripture, 
that there is no respect of persons with God, for behold the 
Revelation to John, the Divine. After this I beheld, and lo, 
a great multitude which no man cquld ^pmber^ of all na- 
tions and kindreds and people and tongues, stood before 
the throne and before the Lamb,.elotl^ed with white robes, 
and palms in their hands. (Ttev. vii. 9.) I, Jesus, have sent 
mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. 
I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and 
morning star. And the Spirit and the bride say. Come. 
And let him that heareth say. Come. And let him that is 
athirst, come : and whosoever will, let him take the water oi 
life freely. (Rev. xxii. 16, 17.) For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only -begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
For God sent not his son into the world to condemn the 
world, but that the world through him might be saved. 
(John iii. 16, 17.) lie that believeth and is baptised shall 
be saved : but he that believeth not shall be damned. 
(Mark xvi. 16.) Take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul 
diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have 
seen, and lest they depart from thy neart all the days of thy 
life; but teach them thy sons, and thy sons sons. (Deut 
iv. 9.) 



O, that the Lord may be pleased to help us aii to coiflt 
before him in a humble spirit confessing our sins. And 
that it may please Almighty God to give us grace to repent, 
and that thou may show us mercy through the Son of thy 
love. 0, that we may rejoice to see this thy holy exhorta* 
tion, and that we may embrace it, and learn, and loVe thy 
will, O Lord, and at last be admitted into thy rest above, 
through^Jeflus Christ our Lord* Amen. 



IKD OP Tift: ELEVENTH BOOK, 
By Ebwakd Ci^ooXi 



BOOK THE TWELFTH. 



J\e Book of Repentance* 



■ 

U^e June in this B^ok a clear proof that God conmnceth 
the foicked^ and that u gifoeth them grace to repent. Tt^e 
have also the abomindde sins ofManasseh mentioned in 
this Book^ and how he \umbleth himself and besought the 
Lord his Ood in qfflictiat^ and the Lord heard his prayer 
and showed hkm great mtrcy, Agmn^ this Work altoge^ 
iher is worth your notice^ and it hath a short and easy 
esfplanation thereto. 



Now, we may plainly see by iwhet follows, that God con- 
rinoeth the wicked^ and that there is a way of repentance for 
the chief of sinners : did not the Lord conrince Cain when 
he was wrath, because his offering was not accepted f And 
ibe Lord said unto him by way of condition, if thou doeth 
well, shalt thou not be accepted ? and if thou doeth not well, 
sin lieth at the door. (Gren. iv. 7.) Was not Pharaoh con- 
vinced that there was truth in God's word, when Joseph in- 
terpreted his dream, and at the time appointed it came to 
pass? (Gkn. xli. 38, 39.) Was not Nebuchadnezzar the 
king, convinced in his wicked act by God, when he cast the 
three holy children into the burning fiery furnace ? for he 
saw four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and he 
confessed that the form of the fourth, was like the Son of 
God ; therefore he must know that there was a God, that ex- 
toelled his God, and made him cry out, and bless the God of 
heaven. (Dan. iii— see chap, iv.) It is not always because 
great men do not know the way of the Lord, but it is, be- 
cause they are in great power, and so fall away to great 
pride and idolatry, ihat is oftentimes occasioned by the lust 
of our sinfbl nature : are not we all convinced ? do not we 
all receive a talent from the hand of God ? and if we improve 
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it, it will go well with us, but if we improve tlvm Hot, it will 
^o ill with lis , and this we may see, by the larable that our 
Lotd putS fortliinthe^th'ChaptiBrbf St, MittBeUr** Gospel. 
(See Luke x'ixl 15.) And again, tKe Lord -iells his disciples 
to heal the sick, and to say uato tkera-, Tii^ kingdom of God 
is comp nigh unto you ; but if they will jLOt receive you, it 
shall be more tolerable in that day for S)dom, than for that 
city : therefore ove nxuat nnt tAxm ^ir biiJcg when the Lord 
is ready to convince us, and convert urfromsin j- for St. Paul 
saifh,The grace of God that bringieth silvation, hath appeared 
to all men. (Titus ii. 11.) And again ie saith. Awake to righ- 
teousness and sin not, for some ha^e not the knowledge of 
God, I speak this to your shame. ^1 Cor. xv. 34.) Foi* the 
invisible thinsfs of him from the creation of the world are 
clearly seen, saith St. Paul, bei?ig understood by the things 
that are made, even his eternul power and Gt)d-head, so that 
they are without excuse. (Rom. i. 20.) 

Now, we may clearly see and know that we are all sinners, 
and have broke the holy law of 'God, by word, and deed: 
but the Lord, hast not left us in this state and condition if 
we will turn unto him ; for We see how he conrinceth the 
wicked, and that how, through Chri^it, he is so gracious to 
us, and stands ready to pHrdon, and to forgive Us > our sms,. if 
we will by his help return and repeilt, and lead a new life in 
Christ Jesus; O taste and see how good and kind the iLood 
ia to U8 all; behold these little Books th^t I'biv^ wfote, 
called by thesc'names'^the Stb.:, Tke Snff0rinfi$ofGhri9i:JSB^ 
9ih,ChrisiDied./orjiU;ihe\l^h,The4TOodn^$8o/aodfihe 
llth, called Exbrtation; the 15th, Thefi^irthFiMedmitipihe 
Glory of the Lord\ the 25th, God^s Qarefor JUsPeopUf ; the 
30di, The Bles'sed State of the Righteom, And soe.^more 
of my little Books, and then we ni^ed not doubtin thBgDodnets 
and mercy of God, which leadeth men uoto repenUi:^ce>; O 
thvn let us not go into despair and say^ oiir.he^t» ahSi^so 
hardened, and our sins-are so.greiat, that the Loodii^iU not 
forgive. O let us behold hiw ■. great mem. have fiuiAed y j and 
rebeiled against the Grod of hetay<en,- and arterithis tbey/iiaVe 
sought him', and cried ^nto him, and heihaathad wercj^iipjQn 
them. • Behold how n6toriQiis and gi^eat msa the ains ^jifo- 
nasseh, and detestable in the sight oti. God. Now, Mftoass^h 
was twelve years. oid^ wheR'hebegaatoxeigu, andibeormgQ^d 
•Mty :&nd five years itx J^ruaaloiti,' anil ^pcobiaj^ly,' man^ aof 
these years were spent in this great sin : as follows, be did that 
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whieh was evil in th^ sight of the Lord, after the abominations 
of the heathen^ whom tlie Lord cast out before the children 
of Israel, for he bqilt up pgain thci high places, which Heze- 
kiahliis father had destroyed, and he reared up altars for ball, 
and made a grove^ as did Ahab King of Israel, and worship- 
ped all the host of heaven, and served the m, and h6 built al- 
tars in the house of the Lord, of which the Lord said, In Je- 
rusalem, will I put my name ; and he built altars for all the 
host of heaven, in the two courts of the house of the Lordi 
And he set a graven image of the grove that he had made, in 
the house of which the Lord said to David, ani to' Sclomoa 
his son, In this house, and in Jerusalem .which I have cho- 
sen out of all tribes of Israel, will I put my iiame for everj 
And he made his son pass through ihe fire, and observed 
times, and used enchantments, and dealt with familiar spirits, 
and wizards: he wrought much wickedness in the sight of 
the Lord, to provoke nim to anger. Moreover, Manasseh 
shed innocent blood very much, till he had filled Jerusalem 
from one end to another ; beside his sin wherewith he made 
Judah to sin, m doing that which was evil in the sight of the 
Lord. (2 Kings xxi.) 

Now one would be ready to think, if any man despetired 
of the mercy of God, this man would for one, arid be ready 
to think that his gracp, love, and favour, was gone frprii'him 
for ever. But stiU there is.?ome hopes of such a man aJs 
this, for fcehold how he repented, for the Lord gave him into 
the hand of the king of Assyria, and he was bound with fet- 
ters^ and carried to Babylon. And now behold the repent- 
ing sinner, for when ■ he was in affliction, he besought the 
Lord.tiis Goal, and^ humbled himself greatly before the God 
of his fathers, and prayed unto him : and he was intreated of 
him, and heard his supplication, and brought him again to 
Jjerusalem into his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the 
Lord he was God! (2 Chron. xxxiii.) We may also find his 
prayer, in the Book called Apocrypha, and it appears to be 
adapted right and suitable for his state and condition. Now, 
behold how this great sinner repented, and humbled himself, 
and fouled mercy from the Lord. And are not his great sins, 
and his repentance wrote down for an example foi* all great 
offenders, that they may not go into despair of the mercy of 
God, l^y the suggestion of the devil, or their own evil hearts t 
which oftentimes tell men it is too soon to seek the Lord, arid 
leave ihe pleasure of this life; and so leads them on till they 
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are riper in sin, and then tells them it is too late. Now 
mark this, because Manasseh committed great sins, and then 
found favour and pardon from the Lord ; I say, this doth not 
give us license to continue in sin, but it is for an encourage- 
ment for us to repent, that we may find pardon by the blood 
of Christ. But if we will continue in sin, and so do despite, 
to the spirit of grace ; who can tell, we may be cut off by 
a stroke; then, a great ransom cannot deliver us out of 
hell. 

Now, Idolatry is a hateful thing in the sight of the Lord, 
for, it is a departing from the living God : and, hear the com- 
mand of God, to the children of Israel ; Ye shall make you 
no idols nor graven image, neither rear you up a standing 
image, neither shall ye set up any image of stone in your land, 
to bow down unto it : for 1 am the Lord your God. (Lev. 
XX vi. 1.) And again he saith, But if from thence thou shalt 
seek the Lord thy God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek him 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul. (Deut. iv. 29.) 
For the Lord is very merciful, and will not cast us off for 
ever, for if we turn unto him and repent, we shall live : turn 
thou me, and I shall be turned : for thou art the Lord my 
God. (Jer. xxxi. 18.) And the first words of the preach- 
ing of John the Baptist, was, that they should repent, that 
they may be a people prepared for the Lord. | (Matt. iii. 1.) 
And it appears to be the first preaching of Christ, from that 
tinie, Jesus beg m to preach, and to say, Repent, for the 
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. (Matt. -iv. 17.) And, O 
my Lord, surely thou art waiting, and ready to be merciful 
and kind to all them that repent, and humble their souls in 
thy sight. But at the same time thou hast said, Except ye re- 
pent, ye shall all likewise perish. (Luke xiii. 3.) And O 
that we may pray unto thee, Lord, for grace to repent. 
For thou hast exalted thy Son, to be a Prince and a Saviour,' 
for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. (Acts 
v. 31.) But let not our repentance be like unto Judas, who 
betrayed his Lord and master ; for when he saw that Jesua 
was condemned, he repented himself, and then went and hang- 
ed himself. So it is to be feared, that his repentance was no 
other than a way of remorse, or horror, shame, or the 
stings of a guilty conscience : but let us imitate after them 
that have sincerely repented, and found the love of God com- 
municative unto their souls. 
Now, we read, that David committed a great sin^ for he 
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committed adultery, with Bath-sheba, the wife of Uriah. 
But, behold how he repented and said, Have mercy upon me, 
O God, according to thy loving-kindness : according unto 
the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgres-i 
sions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse 
me from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions: and 
my sin is ever before me. Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; 
and in sin did my mother conceive me. But, behold his 
faith. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean : wash 
me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Create in me a clean 
heart, God ; and renew a right spirit within me. Oast me 
not away from thy presence : and take not thy holy spirit 
from me. And in calling sin to remembrance, he crieth out 
and saith,' Deliver me lirom blood-guiltiness, O God, thou 
God of my salvation. (Psalm li.) And you may see by his 
Psalms how he sincerely repented : and the Lord had mercy 
upon him and put away his sin. (2 Sam. xii. 13.) And we 
see also in another place, how that Peter denied his Lord and 
Master. And the Lord turned and looked upon Peter, with 
great pity, love, and compassion. Then Peter remembered 
the word of the Lord, how he had said unto him, Before the 
cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And when he thought 
thereon j he went out and wept bitterly. For surely methinks 
it grieved him so, that he repented sincerely from his heart. 
(Luke xxii. 61.) 

Now my fellow sinners, if you are any ways inclinable 
that your souls should be saved from hell : behold^what man- 
ner of love, the Lord has for poor helpless sinners, and what 
joy there is in heaven, when one sinner repenteth, and turn- 
eth unto him. (Luke xv.) Now, when the Publican, and 
Sinners, drew near unto Christ, to hear him, the Pharisees, 
and Scribes, murmured, saying, This man receiveth dinners 
and;eatethwith them; but, though the Pharisees seem to con- 
demn them, yet we see the tender mercy of our Lord towards 
them: therefore, he said unto them, What man of you, 
having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not 
he leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after 
that which is lost until he find it? And when he hath found 
it, he rejoiceth more for that sheep, it appears, than for the 
ninety and nine which went not astray. I say unto you, that 
likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repent- 
eth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need 
ao rep^tanc^. 

b2 
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But now it maybe, that some of my readers may have a de- 
sire to know, who these just per<{ons are which need no repent^ 
ance ; why my readers, I suppose that it hath been said, or 
thought by some, that they are self-righteous persons, who 
think themselves righteous enough, and that, through their 
own good works ; so that they need no repentance. But this 
is not my opinion of it, neither do I see that it tallies with 
the wora of God ; for we all stand in need of repentance, 
whether we feel it or not : and. Except ye repent, saith our 
Lord, ye shall all likewise perish. But now, according to 
my juagment, these just persons which our Lord speaks of, 
which need no repentance ; are some of those holy angels, 
which are of the high orders of heaven, who are in a sancti- 
fied state, and never fail in their watches ; but stand before 
the Throne, saying, Holy, Holy is the Lord, our God ; and 
these, never transgress his holy commandments, therefore, 
now they need no repentance. 

And again mark the Prodigal Son, who went astray from 
his father's house , and wasted his substance with riotous 
living, and when he had spent all, he began to be in want, 
but he found none that would give him any real help, or 
satisfy him in his distress, but when he considered that his 
father's servants, had bread enough, and to spare, and he, 
perishing with hunger ; he said, I will arise, and go to my 
father, and will say unto him. Father, I have sinned against 
heaven, and before thee, and am no more worthy, to be called 
thy son; but make me as one of thy hired servants. And he 
arose and came to his father : bui when he was yet a great way 
off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and 
fell on his neck, and kissed him. And the son said unto him. 
Father, I have sinned asainst heaven, and in thy sight, and 
«m no more worthy to be called thy son. But through his 
repentance and humility, his father forgave him all, and em- 
braced him, and received him joyfully. then let us come 
unto thee, ihou Holy Jesus, confessing our sins, and feeline 
our want and need of thee, and imploring thy mercy, and 
heavenly favours ; for thou hast bread enough and to spare. 
O then, why should we perish with hunger, and as the Pro- 
digal Son returned unto his earthly father, so let us return 
unto our Heavenly Father, and to our God, for he will have 
mercy upon us, and he will embrace us in his arms of love, 
for ever more : for likewise 1 say unto you. There is joy in 
the presence of the Angela of God, over one sinner that 
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repenteth. (Luke xv.) And now my fellow sinners, seeing that 
there is such ample love provided for us, let us therefore, turn 
in with the offers oi' his love and meicy, and repent, that our 
sins may be blotted out; for great is the mercy of our God, 
through the righteous merits of 'our blessed Lord and Savi- 
our. For, behold the condescendmg compliance, and volun- 
tary humiliation, of our meek and lowly Saviour. Behold, 
saith he, I stand at the door and knock ; if any man hear my 
voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup 
with him, and he with me. And again, To him that over- 
cometh, saith our Lord, will I grant to sit with me on my 
throne, even as I also overcome, and am set down with my 
Father on his throne. Therefore, seeing that these things 
are so, and that there is a throne of grace erected ; why then 
my brethren should we indulge an enemy within, which will 
lead us into hell and destruction ? 

Therefore, by the help of God, let us all rightly consider, 
and repent and follow after the example of Christ, which you 
will find in my next Book; which is worthy of our imitation. 

And may it please Almighty God, that these my Books, 
may prove beneficial, and a comfort to all your souls, thiough 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



END OF THE TWELFTH BOOK, 
Bt Edwabd Cbook. 



BOOK THE THIRTEENTH. 



The Examples of Christ, 



This Book contains good examples and good obserm- 
tions, and it is very interesting , and it is a great support 
to the tried souls of the children of men. It hath some 
easy and clear explanations thereto^ and it is adapted 
"eery suitable and plain^ to the lowest capacity of mind 
and understanding. 



Now my dear friends, and all you that read this Book; I 
hope, by God's grace, through Christ, you may find it very 
profitable to your souls. Now, if you will embrace the day 
of God's grace, and so fall in with the overture of his mercy, 
and pray unto him for repentance, and pardon through Christ; 
and search the Scriptures, and those little Books that are 
taken from it, then, 1 can almost say, My life for your life, 
if you do not find Jesus, precious to your souls. And fear 
not, but come unto him, for he is righteous and good, and 
willing, and able to save your souls, for all power is given 
unto the Son of God, And th\is it is written, For unto us a 
child is born, unto us a son is given : and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder : and hi^ name shall be called, 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace. (Isaiah ix. 6.) And again, 
he saith himself. All power is given unto me in heaven and 
inearth. (Matt, xxviii. 18.) For he is Lord of lords, and 
King of kings. (Rev. xvii. 14. — chap. xix. 16.) There- 
fore we plainly see, and you may see if you look through all 
my little Books, that Jesus, is a sufficient Saviour, to save 
your souls. And now if you would wish to be a follower of 
your blessed Lord, observe and behold his examples. Hear, 
O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord. And thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy 
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soul, and with all thy might. And these words which I 
command thee this day shall be in thine heart. And thou 
shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk 
of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou 
walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when 
thou risest up. (Deut. vi. 4, 5, 6, 7.) And so let your 
light Inline before men, that they may see your good works^ 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven. (Matt. v. 16.) 
O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name toge- 
ther. I sought the Lord, and he heard me, and delivered me 
from all my fears. (Psalm xxxiv. 3, 4.) love the Lord, 
all ye his saints : for the Lord preser veth the faithful, and 
plentefully rewardeth the proud doer. Be of good courage, 
and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in the 
Lord. (Psalm xxxi. 23, 24.) And hear what our blessed 
Lord saith. And if men persecute you because you fear the 
Lord, rejoice rather, and be glad, for great is your reward in 
heaven ; for so persecuted they the prophets which wore before 
you. (Matt. y. 11, 12.) 

And it is well to know this one thing, .that we love the 
Lord as superior above 'all things, therefore our Lord saith. If 
iky right eye o^nd thee, or do cause thee to offend, pluck it 
out, and cast it from thee : for it is profitable ibr thee that 
one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole 
bod J should be cast into hell. (Matt. v. 21.) Now my 
friends, such words as these and the like, have an important 
meaning to them, and that is to say, if any sin which we have 
indulged, seems to be to us, almost as dear as a riffhteye, or 
a ri^ hand, or a right foot ; we must pray to Ood through 
Christ, thait this sin may be plucked from us : for it is better 
for us, to enter into Heaven void of sin, khan having our 
aiiiB, to be oast into heU*fire. Now, there are ma&y sins that 
w» must fttesake, but I shall only name but a few. Beware 
of pride, and of the lust of the flesh, and see my little Book 
oalted WTisredom, and there 3F0U may see something of the 
nature, and the result ii^this great evil, and the thousands in 
wktefa it h9th slain - fbr, I t^ink it is one of the greatest sina 
under the whole heavens. And a^ain, beware of the vani- 
ties of lihis world, fbr th^ are the deviPs snares fc»r to catch 
our ^oids, and* if we are taken ift them too much in our youth* 
ifiil days, it may be that we shall Und it hard work to get out 
in our old age. Again, beware of riches, and eovetousnesa, 
for this. is a snarej for a man'a li£^ eoiisitfteih not in the 



126 

abundance of the things which he possesseth. And the rich 
man said within his soul, Soul eat, drink, and be merry. But 
God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be 
required of thee : then, whose things shall those be which 
thou hast provided ? Sols he thatlayeih up treasure for him- 
self, and is not rich towards God. (Luke xii. 19, 20, 21.) Or 
what shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world, and lose 
his own soul ? Or what would a man give in exchange for hia 
soul? (Mark viii. 36, 37.) Be ye therefore ready, our Lord 
saith : for the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye think, 
not. (Luke xii. 40.) Therefore, mav God Almighty help 
us to lay up our treasure in Christ, and then we may depend 
npon life, riches, and glory, for evermore. 

And so let your conversation be without covetousness, and 
be content with such things as ye have, for he hath said, I 
will never leave thee nor forsake thee. (Heb. xiii. 5.) But 
we oftentimes ask, and receive not, because we ask amiss, that 
we may consume it upon our lust. (James iv. 3.) We are 
exhorted by our blessed Lord, to seek first, the kingdom of 
God, and his righteousness, and all these things shall be 
added unto us. (Matt. vi. 33.) That is, all things tlat 
God seeth is best for us, and for our souFs salvation. And 
when we do, or give alms, we are not to do it for the praise of 
men only, but in love, and with a single eye towards Gt>d. 
And the same when we pray we are not to use vain repeti- 
tions, but we are to pray to our heavenly Father in secret, aa 
well as in public, that we may have a full reward: and then 
our heavenly Father which seeth in secret will reward us 
openly. (Matt, vi.) Neither are we to fast as the hypocrite i 
but we are to do all to the glory of God. No man can serve 
two masters : for either he will hate the one, and love the 
other ; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. 
Ye cannot serve God and mammon. (Matt. vi. 24.) Nei- 
ther are we to judge others with rash judgment ; for we can- 
not tell how to judge or convince others, except we first have 
the holy spirit of God implanted in our souls. (Matt, vii.) 
Neither are we always to be forcing holy things upon men's 
minds, who will always be abusing it; for mien the Holy 
Spirit works, and is not accepted, it returns unto its rest agida, 
and unto God that gave it; for the Lord hath said. My spirit 
shall not always strive with man.(Gen. vi.3— Matt.vii.6--x. 1 3) 
But to have a right understanding in all things,what we should 
do, and how to be directed through this sinful world; we are 
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exhoxied by our blessed Lord in words, as follows, Ask, saith 
he, and it shall be given you ; seek, and ye shall find ; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you : for if children ask their un- 
holy parents for things, they will scarcely deny, but give them 
it, how much more shall your father which is holy, and in 
heaven, give good things to them that ask. Therefore, our 
Lord saith, All things, whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so to them, for this is the. law and the 
prophets. Now, most of us would wish for men to show us 
love and kindness ; therefore we are commanded to show the 
same unto them as far forth as it lays in our power, whether 
they do it unto us or not. Render not evil for evil, but 
overcome evil with good : I say unto you, love your enemies, 
bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them that despitefully use you and pesecute you, 
that ye mav be the children of your Father which is in 
heaven, for he maketh his sun, to shine or rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the 
unjust. And again, our Lord saith, Enter ye in at the 
straight gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, 
that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in 
thereat : because straight is the gate, and narrow is the way, 
which leadeth unto lite, and few there be that find it. So 
we see by these things, my friends, that the way to heaven 
is very straight, and it appears to be too straight for many, 
that is, it is so straight, and so narrow, and so holy, so 
right, so direct, and it is immediately, not to-morrow. So 
you see it restrains and confines man from vice and wicked- 
ness, and it is to be feared that there are thousands in the 
world, cannot go in this narrow way because of pride and the 
lust of their sinful nature ; and many more things that keeps 
them from the straight way to heaven ; but because wide is 
the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, 
and many there be that go in thereat : so you see that the 
way, and the gate to hell, is so wide and so broad, so that 
when man is in a sinful state, it suits his fleshly and carnal 
appetite best, for the way is so broad, that he can let go the 
reins, and let his body and soul enjoy the lustful pleasures 
of this sinful world. (Matt. v. 6. 7.) But if thou will walk 
in the way of thy heart, and after the desire of thine eyes ; 
but know for all this, man, that God will surely bring 
thee into judgment. (Eccles. xi. 9.) And again remember, 
that this broad way goeth down to death ; her steps take hold 
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on hell. And lest thou shouldest ponder the path of life 
her ways are moveable, that thou canst not know them, 
(Prov, V. 5.) But look unto the 73rd psalm, and there you. 
may see the ungodly in their pride and grandeur, and the 
destruction of them. And again, our Lord saith, A good 
tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corriipt tree 
bring forth good fruit. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall 
know them. (Matt. vii. 18, 20.) And he- also commands 
his disciples to* preach the gospel boldly, and saith unto 
them, Fear not them which kill the body, but are not able 
to kill the soul : but rather fear him which is able to destroy 
both soul and body in hell. Whosoever therefore shall con- 
fess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father 
which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before 
men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in 
heaven. (Matt, x. 28, 32, 33.) And if ye love me, saith 
he. Keep my commandments. (John xiv. 15.) And this is 
my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved 
you. (John xv. 12.) And he said to them all. If any man 
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross daily, and follow me. For whosoever will save his 
life shall lose it ; but whosover will lose his life for my sake 
the same shall save it. For whosoever shall be ashamed of 
me, and of my words, of him shall the son of man be ashamed 
when he shall come in his own glory and in his Fathers aUd 
of the holy angels. Amen. 
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h&r6 these promises do delight my soul,, they filf my 
soul mth such nigh degf^ees of joy and love ^ that the world, 
never gave me neither ran tt take from me^ if I lave and ^ 
serve my God aright: hefe is in this Book great andgra^ 
cious promises and comforts for the children of God; 
and in this B 00% you will find a short sketch of the Chris* 
timCe happy eomerience while he is up&n the Earth in the^ 
fieih; then^ if the Christian enjoys such pleasures at 
some certain- times while he is on the Earth in theflesh^^ 
what shall his joys he then When he leaves thejlesh and^ 
hitsi^ulrnounts up intb Heaven^ and drinks of the Rivera 
qft^avei 



This lit^Book contains 8(^e of the most €omfdtta%Ie 
passages that can be found in the Holy Scriptures, and is a 
great consolation to Ihd Christian's SoUl, for when the Lord 
giveth quietness, who then can make trouble ? and when h^ 
hideth his face, who then can behold him ? whether it be done 
against a naticm, or against a man only. (Job xxxiv. ty.) 
But hear the gracious words of the Lord, by Isaiah, the 
prophet. Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confimi ;the 
feeble knees. Say to them that are of a fbaiful heart, -Be 
strongs ^r not: behold your God will come with vdn- 
geance, even God with a recompenoe; he will come and' 
save you. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return; ' and 
come tO' Zibn with songs, and everlastisg joy upoit dieir 
heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness : imd sorrow etlid 
sighing- shall flee away. (Isaiah xxxV.) Again, he' shtil 
fi^ his flock like a shepherd': he shall gather the lambs 
with his arm^ and carry- them' ia his bosom, and shall gently 
l^std ttioffs (hat are with young. Comfort ye, comfort ye my 

ft 
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people, saith your God« (Isaiith xl.) And again hear the 
kind and gracious words of our Lord, and behold his for- 
bearance and love towards us. A bruised reed shall he not 
brep^y and thpamfkiqg flax shall he -not quench: ihe shall 
briAg ftrtb judgment unto truth. (Isaikh xlii;' 3.) 'And 
behold how Christ .fortifiieth, and strengthens, and en- 
courageth his people, and calleth them his friends, saying 
unto them, Bq n^t tfraid of ihem that kill .the bc^y, and 
after that have no more that they can do. But I wiU fore^ 
warn you whom ye'fihallfear : Pear him whteh, after he hath 
killed, hath power to cast, into hell ; j^ea,. I jsupyunto you, 
J*eftr him. Also I say unto you. Whosoever sj^aill confess 
me before naen, him shall the Son of man also confers before 
the angels of God ; but he that denieth me before -men, shall 
be denied' before the angek of God. And he said unto his 
disciples, l!ake no thought for your life, wtat ye sliaU eat^ 
neither for the body, what ye shall, put on. Consider the 
ravens : for they neither sow nor reap ; which neither have 
storehouse, nor barn; and. God feedeth them: How much 
more are ye better than the fowls? Consider the lilies how 
they grow : they toil not, they spin not ; dud yet 1 say unto 
you. That Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one 
of these. If then God so clothe the grass which is to-day* 
in the field, and to-morrow is cast into the oven; how much 
more will he clothe you, ye of little faith? But rather 
seek ye the kingdom pf God$ and all thesb^ things shaU be 
added unto you* Fear jjot, little flock; for it is your Fa- 
ther's good pleasui]p to give you the kingdom,:, And he ex- 
hprt^tb us, to lay our treasure up in heaven, for where your 
treasure; is, there will your heart be also« (Luke xii.) And< 
Christ forewarneth his people .pf trials and persecution by 
their near relations as well as their enemies^ and he saith. 
Ye shall be bated of all me^ for my name's sake. But there 
shall not an hair of your head perish, .tbat is, ye shall neVer 
be out of the sight of God, nor forgott^ ; but ye shall have 
aful] reward, for in your patience popsess ye your souls. ,(Luke 
xxi, 17, 18, 19.): And :again hear bisigraciOiua.vfords: lam 
the dpof, s^ith he. By me .if any man efitei; in he. shall be 
saved, r and shaJi go in and out» and find {^a^tute. ' I>am the 
good jshfpherd* The good shepherd giveth. his life- for the 
sheep. My sheep hear my yoice, and I know them, aod 
they follow , ine : and I give unto thenv eternal life, and ttoy 
shall iieverperifh^Aeitb^ shall ^ymanl^uckth)em out oftny 
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Kand r my Father wliich gave them^me^. is greater than allr 
and Tko man is able to pluck them oul.of myTather's hand, I 
and my Father are one. (John au). Let not yopr Jjiefiirt be 
trou"blecl, ye believe in Go(},' believe also^ in me. In-niyFa;- 
flier's house are many mansions : if it were not so, 1 would 
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I.go 
and prepare a place for you, I . will come again^ and receive 
you unto myself; that wieriBl am, there ye may Be alfib.i land 



truth y whom the world cannot receive. (John xiv.J . But 
some tmconverted men perhaps will say, that ttey have heard 
much about this Holy Spirit being infused into the Christian''^ 
soul : but these men above mentioned, that live too much in 
the practise of 8in,.are of the world, therefore they theniseIye^ 
cannot receive it, therefore they are hard to be persuade^, 
tiiat the Christian enjoys this Holy Spirit of God. But whe- 
ther they believe it or not, I myself believe it, and thanks he 
unto Almighty God from whom I hope and trust, I have ror 
eeived it. iSie sinner perhaps may s^, by what way oi; means 
doth the Christian obtain this Holy Spirit ? My answer is^ we 
may obtain it by Jesus Christ our Lord, and by his righteo^s 
merit, it brings the love of God intO' oui: souls. Then, the 
'sinner may say^ hast not Christ died for me as well as for you,? 
Yes, X believe it sinner, then why do I not receive this Holy 
Spirit of God, as well as you ? O poor sinner, hear my words 
and do not condemn me, this is the* way which I have stated, 
but then there is something more to be said, we cannot realize 
this Holy Spirit, as a truth in our souls, but by repentance 
and prayer. But some poor sinner may say, I pray, every 
night and morning by my bed. side, but I never felt the powr 
er of the Holy Spirit infused into my soul,. as to sho\^ me 
that nay sjns are forgiven ; Ah poor sinner, it may be, .Tfou 
ask, and receive not, because you ask amiss, that you inay 
consume it upon your lusts, (ifames iv. 3.) 
. My, fellow sinners, we must leave pride and "wicked lust, 
and&e pleasures of this sinful world, we must be born again, 
that is,' we must become new creatures in Christ Jesus.' Bu^ 
again, to receive the lioly Spirit of God, it muist be dpri^'by 
^oni^ing prayer, or fervent prayer to Almighty' God, thj:Qiagn 
Jesus ^Christ.our' Lord. We must pour out our souls to 
God, and have a desir« for the things that we ask for, w 
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npgiist h;umble our souls in his sight, and tell him all our 
wants, grief, and sorrow. Now, ifthou will hear m j words, 
80 that thy heart pant for this holy spirit, then mat will 
surely come upon mee ; hut if thou find it not at the first, 
^rait with patience for your Lord ; hut rest not satisfied ia 
sin, hut proceed in the way of righteousness, and at his good 
tiine he will give you his hlessins. But some poor sinner 
^ay say, hovf shall I realize this holy spirit, as a truth in my 
poul ? Now, hear my words, when mpu realize it, thou shall 
find it come with love into thy soul, it may he when thou 
are in earpest prayer to God, and the watery drops issuing 
from thine eyes, and it may he in thy prayer that thou may 
£nd the heavens like iron and brass to thy soul ; but strug- 
gling by &ith and importunity, the Lprd will make thy soul 
more humble, and bring it nearer to himself: then thoa 
shsdt find the love of Goa break into thy soul, and the power 
of the Holy GliQst shall come upon you, then thou shall find 
Hhj sin? pardoned, and thou shall feel, that joy apd comfort 
that thou never felt in aO thy life before^ and uiou shall fee} 
ah hatred against all sin, and thou shall find that the love of 
God has took possession of your soul, so that thou would be 
willixiff to leave all things on earth, to be at rest with thy 
dear Kedeemer in heaven, and thou shall know, and be sa- 
tisfied that it was from the Lord that thou received this sancr 
tifying spirit ; then shall it be fulfilled in your paindf the 
words of our Lord, Blessed are they which do hunger and 
thirst after righteousness : for they shall be filled. (Matt. 
y. 6.) Now my friends, if thou enjoy this consolation in 
thy soul, thou will be ready to sing ^t divine hymn which 
you may find in my little book, called Exhortadion. And 
surely men he will commend his loving-kindness in the day- 
time^ and in the night his song shall be with thee, and thy 
pj'ayer unto the God of thy liie : so then at these blessed 
teasons thou s)iall find the grc^^e and love of God imparted 
tinto your sold, and your understanding in the holy Scriptures 
shall Ibe enlarged, and so in that day in compliance to th^ 
iPropbet, thpu shalt saj^, Lord, I will praise thee ; though 
tiiou Was an^y with me, thine anger is turned awaj^>. and 
thou cbmfortedst me. Behold, God is my salVatioii : I wijl 
trust, and not be afraid : for the Lord Jehovah is my strength, 
and my song.: and he also is become iny salvation. There- 
ifbre With joy shall ye draw water out of the wells o^^alva- 
tion. (Isaiah spii.) ^^r^for^s if the Cbri^tijiii ^njpjfv nu^ 



m 

pleMures at ioxo» certain- tiniei while he is on the earth in 
the flesh, what shall his joys be then when he leaves the fleshy 
and his soul mounts u^ lAto heaven, and drinks of the rivers 
oflovc? 

And again our Lord comforteth his people, and saithi 

Verily, verily I say unto you, lif a man ke^ iot sayiog,! he 

shall never see death. (John viii. 51;) And whosoever 

liveth, and believeth in me, shall never die. (John %L 26.) 

That is, he shall never di^ eternal, for the Lord shall rise 

him up and quicken his soul, so that he shall never taste the 

pangs of eternal misery* And as the Father hath loved me, 

ab have I loved jouy saith our Lord : continue ye in my 

love. This is my commandment, That ye love one another, 

as I have loved you. {fo}m ay. 9, 12.) And greater love 

bath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his 

firiends. (verse 13.) But did not thou, blessed Iiord, excel 

this f for when we were enemies to thee by wicked works, did 

not thou lay down thy life for thy foes ? But now being 

made new creatures in Christ Jesus, let us walk worthy oC 

our vocation. And if the world hate us, we know that it 

hated our Lord before it hated us. If ye were of the world, 

the world would love his own, but because ye are not of the 

world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the 

world hateth you. YJohn xv. 18, 19.) But if God loveth 

es, we need not fear tibe frowns of the world, for behold how 

he prayeth for his disciples : I pray for them, saith he : I pray 

not for the world : but for them which thou hast given me ; 

for they are thine. And all mine are thine, and thine are 

mine; and I am glorified in them. (John xvii. 9, 10.) 

And St. Paul breaks put, and ^aith, Blessed be God, even 

Ilie Father of our Lbrd Jesus Christ, the Father of all mercies, 

and the God of all comfort: who comforteth us in all our 

tribulation, ikht we may be able to comfort them which are 

in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are 

comforted of God. (2 Cor. i, 8,4.) But again, see what manner 

of love Christ hath for his disciples, and calieth them his 

brethren, and he saith unto Mary after his resurrection, Go 

to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father 

and your Father^ and to my God and your God. {John xx. 

17:) But note the character of a child of God. He that 

hath my commandments, and keepeih them, he it is that 

loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my 

Father^ and I will love him, and will manifest myself f' 
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him. (John xiv. ^l.\ O, what a blessed thing it is forus 
to become the sons and daughters t)f the "Lord Almighty. 
O Lord, we entreat thee, througlr thy dear son, to help us 
to pray, and let our c^y come unto thee^ Be thou pleased; 
O tord, to destroy our natur^ of sm, and let thy love possess 
our soiiTs. 0, how can we love thee enougli, thou blessed 
Jesus, when we behbld how than hast loved us, and hast 
redeemed thy people by thy precious blood. O, how can 
We turn thee back, thou lovely Lamb, seeing that thou hast 
loved us from the foundation of the world, and gave ^y life 
as a ransom to deliver us from our sins ; and when we see jmd 
feel thy kind invitation, and sd many of thy comfortable pro- 
mises, and how willing thou are to receive' ns, and to. do us 
g6od, and to bring us to thy heaven of love, to feel, and see,, 
and behold thy glory, and t6 have a share with thee, and to 
enjoy rest^and peace, and love, and nappmess with thee, arid 
with thy dear saints for ever and ever. O, it is enough to stir 
us up to love thee, Lord, and to leave the beggarly elements 
df this sinful world, and I say again; as I have said before— 

Not all the world in its gay show 
Shall not to me these lines odt do ; 
They lead my soal to jovs on high, 
To yonder glory above tne sky* 

Where my Redeemer is arrayed in love, 
' • And to the world h^ shall 'then prove - 

That ha has been their help aiad stay, 
I To redeem them frofa that wofhl day. . 

' F.or by grace are ye saved through faith ; apd that not of 
yourselves; it is the g^ft of God. (£ph. . iL . 8.). Help, ub 
therefore, Lord, to love thee, and. to praise thee,, and to 
admire thee, for in thy presence there is fullness of joy, and 
.at thy rig^t b^d there are pleasures for evermorq. And 
may God grant, that we may «U partake of it^ through. Jesus 
Christ, our Lor4. Ainen. r 
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The Universal or General Day qf Salvation. 



• Th%9 Book contminB hi H that happy day of Glory a$ 
same^M it, relating tothose important passages ofS&rip^ 
lures fvhieh speak of k, and it i» drawn up and set in 
otcUtj and selected from the. Holy Scriptures hy chappsr 
and- ^ferse, so that you have' a clear view qf it,' and that 
you need not search the Scriptures mvch concerning 
these things^'hecause this is Scripture itself ; and all my 
Works are set forth in like manner, so tJuU it needs but 
Uitle^trouble to find out almost any important subject- you 
0sajy- want. This IFbrk is well worthy of y cur notice, and 
-ends with an observation to aecoid errors z and also the 
^uthor^s Prayer, 



THe spirit of tiie Lotd God is upon me ; because the Lord 
Bath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek ; he 
bath sent me to bind up the broken nearted, to proclaitn 
Kberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them 
that are bound. • (Isaiah Ixi. 1.— Luke iv. 18.) Surely, t^ 
ffpirit of the Lord of love and grace, came upon Isaiah in hi^ 
days, and he preached the everlasting Gospel of Christ, botH 
to Jew, and Gentile : but yet Christ, is the real true and holy 
anointed. (Mait. iii. 16.; And can, atid is able' and willing 
to save his people from their sins ; and he can bind up and 
heal the broken hearted. (See Matt, v.) And he can pro- 
claim liberty to the captives, and rescue their souls from bon- 
dage. (Matt. ix. 2.) And he can open the, prison tfoor, to' 
them that aire bound. (Acts v. 19. — chap, xii 7:) And he* 
hath purchased our salvation with his own blood ; therefore, 
hath the Father given all power to the Son, And he will not 
deny him any thiig "which he desireth. A^sk of me, ,ahd I 
shaU give thee the heathen f&r thine inheritance, and .the 
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uttermost parts of tbe earth for thy posaeaaion. fPtabn ii. 80 
Therefore my fellow ahmers, seeing that we may be reclaimed 
again, and that, by redeeming love^ let ua then emlmK^ the 
(^spel of Christ, who is scr willing to receive xxs aAd to ibr- 
give us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unriffhteousnesa ; 
and to give us grace and glory. And again. Behold what 
free salvation we may enjoy, through our blessed Lord : ' I 
will say to the north, Give up, and to the south, Keep not 
back. Bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the 
ends of the earth : even every one that is called by my pame, 
for I have created him for my. glonr. Therefore seeing that 
this is the will and pleasure of the £iord, even our salvation ; 
we ougl^t then my brethren to pray continually, as one body 
in Christ, and that the work of the Lord may prosp^r^. ao 
that his word might be fulfilled, where it is said, AH thc^ ^da 
of the world shall remember and turn unto the I/nd ; and all 
the kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee. Fox 
the kingdom is the Lord's ; and he is the governor amons. the 
nations.. (Psalm xxii. 27, 23.) And that he. may haye 
4o9iinioQ fyom sea to seai, and frpm the river unto t^e eada: 
of die earth. (Psalm Ixxii. 8.) And that oaenshatl fear, said. 
shall declare the work of God : for they shall wisely consider 
of his doing. (Psalm lxiY« 9.) And asain in another place, 
David saith by way of exhortation. All the earth shall wor- 
ship thee, and shall sing unto thee: they ahall sing to thy 
name. Selah. Thatis,Ibelieve, some in all parts of the earth; 
and' that by the preaching of the everlasting Gospel^ accom- 
plished by the righteousness and power of Chnat, through 
frace unto salvation. (Psalm Ixvi. 4.) And in another 
salm, David seemis also to have this confidence,, and saith. All 
nations whom thou hast made shall come and worship before 
tiiee^ OLord ; and shall glorify thy name. . f Psalm Ixxxvi. 9.) 
And asain, relating to the display of God s honour, and his 
blessed Gospel, Isaiah lifts up his voice, and saith, And the gloiy 
of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it toge- 
ther : for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. (Isaiah xl. 
$1) . Amen, an^ so be it, Lord Jesus. And may glory and 
honour be ascribed to thy most holy nabae, for Uiy free re^ 
demption. . Theiefore he saith, Shake thyself from the dust : 
arisey and sit down, Jeiusalem : loose thyself from the 
Bands of thj neck, captive daughter of Zion. (I^ah lii, 
9.) And again, O that we may rejoice, in the goodness and, 
in the poWer of our God. 'Fik thus it is written, thr Lord 
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hatb miide hate hh holy arm in the eyes of all Ae aatiMit/ 
and aH thdendsQf theMrl)» atiail s^ the salvation cfotitr €M. 
(Isaiah lii. 10.) 

And O that thy most holy Ghureh and ptojila, may pn^ 

lliBt all people whioh tee this da^ of salvation, may eftibrace 

it, so that it may be fulfilled M^ioh is written, lift up tiling 

eyes round about and see : all they gather themselves tog^ 

tner, they come to dMe-t thy sons i£$\\ eotue from fir, and 

thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side« Then fhon ^alf 

see, and flow together ; and tirfne heart 'shall fea»,atid been* 

larged ; because the abundanee of tihe sea shall be ootaverted 

unto thee, the forces of the Chiatilee shall 6btae unl6 thee. 

Who are these that fly at a oloud, and as Che doves to ^e 

windows 9 violence shall nomorebeheard In thy land, wiiM-< 

ing nor destruction within thy borders t but thon shalt xiAlt 

thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise. The suft shall bs 

no morethy^ light by day; neiHier for briffhtnes^ shall- the 

moon give light unto thee : but the Lord snail be ntito thee 

an everlasting light, and t^y God thy glory. • Thy siili shs^ 

no more go do^-n t neither shall thy moMk withdraw HMi'i 

for the Lord shall be thine eveitastlng li^t, and the day^ of 

thy mourning shall be ended t thy people also shall be all 

rightebus : tbey shall itiherit the land for ever^ tftie branch of 

my plmiting, th^ work of my hands^ that I may be glorified. 

A litttle one shall become a thousatid^ and a smalf onea st^onr 

nation. J the Lord will hasten it in his time. (Isaiah 'Ik.j 

And again he exhorteth us to come, Look unto me, and be ye 

saved, ail the ends of the earth: for I Am God ; and there ii 

none else. (chap. kIv. t2.) And again, And they shall 

teach na more «very man his neighbour, and every man hit^ 

brother, sayii^, Know the Lord 2 for th^ shall all know me, 

from the least of them unto ^ greatest of them, saitib > the 

I'Ovd :. for I will forgive their iilU|uity, and I will rememlier 

their rin no move. (Jer. xxxi, 34.) And again, hoM ^& 

word of the Lord by Jod the prophet (ohap. li. 28, 29^ t^:) 

And it shall come to pass afterwards that I will p6ur out my 

spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughtera shell 

prot^esy, your ^Id men shall dream dreams, y<mr young ntel^ 

ihall see vitfons : and also upon the servantir and upon ihc^ 

handmaidff in those days will I pour out- my spirit* • 'And it 

•halleome toiiass that whosoever shall call on tha name ^ 

the Lord riwllbe delivered : for in mount Zion and in J^naa^ 

lem ahall her d«4(verancie, as the Lol-d 4<s|h aeid, and in 

• 2 
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reouuuU, wkoia lihe Lord shall <^U. (Sefe Acto ii.) And 
agaifV, hen the word of the L^rd by the ]^rophet Habakkuk. 
(chap. ii. H.) "Where it is said, That the earth shall be 
filled with the knowledge! of the glor^ of the Lotd/as the wa- 
ters cov^r the fsea. And again the word of the Lord came to 
the prophet iZephaniah^ (chup. iii. 9.) And afcer a sharp 
reproof to the Wicked for divers sins, he saith, For then will 
I turn to the^ people t^ pure language, that they may all call 
upon thQ-nanae of the Lord, to aerve hltn with one consent 
And PigaiD, .hear th0 word of the: Lord by the prophet Mala- 
chi, and that; after, he had reproved the Jews, for tfa^ir irreli- 
g^n aad profanenesa, then he. saith, For from the rianig of 
Uie sun, even ulkto the going down of the same, my name shall 
be great among the Gentile^ : and in every place incense ahaJl 
be oQered unto my naoae, and a pure* offering: for my name 
slmll be great among the heathen,, saith the Lord of hosts. 
(Mai* i* 11.) And again, as it i»writteri, It was necessary 
that the word of God should first have been spoken- to you, 
th^t is the Jews, but seeing ye put it from you, and ju<lge 
yourselves; unworthy of everlasting life; lo, we turn to the 
Gentiles, • For so- tiath the Lord commanded us, saying, I 
haveaet'theetobealightof the'Grrntiles, that thou shouldest 
be ^r aalvation <unto the ends 6f the earth. (Acts xiii. 46, 47.) 
So we see that by< the Jews irreligion and profanenes8,'and 
iheir, provocation against .God, and their despising the Gt>sr 
pel of Christ, X say then by this, we see that many of these 
holy passages of scripture aforesaid, rhave a great Reference to. 
this, and that is, thatilhe evef luting Gospel of oar blessed 
Saviour, fih^tlLbe preached and setfbrth and offered to all the 
world as a free salvation, and without any exception,. or re- 
striction, or limitation. Therefoi^e, we .see. that it is .as. &ee 
for the Gentile, as. it is for the Jew, and there is no respect of 
persons. But stiU after all this let us be aware,. that is, wheil 
the grac^ of God begins to manifest itself in the sonl, then 
we must pray for pardon, and a ot indulge ourselves in ain, 
but walkm newness of iifei, aeoording.as he hath commanded 
us, that is. If yelpve me keep mycommandn^nts. And then 
the work pf righteousness shall be peace ; and the effect of 
righteousness quieUiess and aasurance. for ever. (Isaiah 
x^c^ii* 17,) But on ithe other ;hand, Tribulation and anguish 
^pon every aoul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, foid 
ako< of the Gentile.; But i^lory , honour and peace to eier^ 
man that woifk^th good, to (fie Jew first,.and aho to th^GentileJ 
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Kor the^e i€ noT^pec^^ (tenons wi<b f^^cr.|(Hoip; K. V, 19, f t) 
— Who shall not fear thefe Lord "Goa most high, and glo- 
rify thy name ? for thou only art holy. • rememher thy 
du8t in mercy according to thy loving^kindnes's, and pardon 
thii sins of my youth ; oring me not into judgment Lord, 
until my soul be made completely holy, and that through ihe 
righteous merit of Christ. be pleased O Lord to grant me 
thy precious grace, love, and favour, so that I may rejoice 
again in thy sight, and tell the world of tby goodnesa. I 
thank thee O gracious Father, because thou doth not despise 
the prayer of thy servant; but 1 know that thou bearest me 
when I call ppon thee in sincerity and truth, and thy love 
hath been more to me than all my fears, abd thoii haist re- 
deemed me through thy Son, from the lowest helL There- 
fore I pray thee, that thy free redemption may be made ma- 
nifest to all the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord. And 
that Thy kingdom may cpu^e: and thai Thy will maybe 
done in earth, as it is in heaven : and I pray that thy free re- 
demption which thy holy, Pfophets have spoken of may be 
offered to all the world, ana tliat every soul may embrace it,, 
and that they may forsake their sins and turn unto thee; and 
that they may believe that Thou art able and willing to save 
their souls alive, and to cleanse them from all unrighteous- 
ness. And that thy Churches which are on the earth, may 
be more united together in one right true and Holy Spirit ; sa 
that we may be all at last brought safe to heaven, to praise 
thee, in one right, true, and Holy Spirit, throughout all eter- 
nity. Thrpugh Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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NWf&'ihe ehs^Att^ a^ t%6 Peopie qfixod are ttmttf^ 
deseribtd in thU Book^ $eieeied dut of the Holp Scrip- 
'iur.99 if 9kapiet and mt§t^ ito ihdt yoti need not fook Jvr 
for tMm^ hmMi$ $fte^ aft drdttn uf to yknkt vwre ; and 
if ymr teAd tkk Mil^ Book t^efUiiff, and ^.ramine ^ont- 
mlhm^ you mseif t§o&n knotty i^nttker your ekaratt^rB do 
'O9rTeipondfwi$ktkf>0^bk$^idtfkatrtcter^ de$vrihedin ikis 
Bodk, aitA if it te ^o Hfiek f^u, Mewtd Ate i^e, and I hope 
'4md trwit thai ouf Lotd^^ jjb(fd*dAy ydu and J shall inaff- 
.ndfy upon that ^p^^ m^$B bt t>m&^ n>hidh is at iht end qf 
Am iBo^h in js^oPf inef^enHnff. AmeH. 



Nb1rttiydearJft'!^Dyc!l», if yoU iTeadl ibis littteBook, and pay 
dtt^nttb^ t6 it, yoQ m^y kl^ow wKetheir your life, ways, and ao- 
tidti^, ^f iiespbtld with th^se sWeet characters which are m^xx- 
tittheditt thiii Bdbk ; attci 1 Ihifik; by the help ^f 6o(J,,arid so- 
doin^, ^u ittfty ktib^ whether you are a child of Grod or noi : 
atrdftoW'yoii iiiay We the chaj-acter of the servants of the Lord, 
'asiblhyw^. Ko# we flfid that Shoch, ^bah, Abraham^ Isaac and 
Jacob, Joseph and MoseB, Joshua &nd Samuel ; and tnany 
more there are to be found that bear this character, but here 
I omit and pass on ; but still I will endeavour, by the helu of 
God, to exhibit and show unto you, in what way the children 
of God bear this character. My mouth, saith David, shall 
shew forth thy righteousness and thy salvation all the day: 
for I kno# tiSt: ih^ UUIfAigir fStit^ot J wltt g^ (lb the strengOi 
of the Lord God : I will make mention of thy righteousness, 
even of thine only. lEMdlm bcxi; 15.) Now if any can ut- 
ter such blessed woras as those, in sincerity and truth, no 
doubt but he bears this character. Ye that love the Lord, 
saith he, hate evil : so you see that we cannot love God, and 
sin against him, for if we do, then we cannot be true Chris- 
tians : but blessed be the Lord for he preserveth the souls of 
his Saints he delivereth them out of the hand of the wicked. 



Btj«HC« in the h^rd y^ tigbttpQVw^ Mid girt tklinin «t Hdn t^- 
tHembMMe of lus holiiMis. (Psadm xxxiii* 1.} And agidta, 
here k naotfcMr dhttracttr af » cifild of God, and that is, ttiat 
of Acur; fiow h^ar hit humble fequett^ HemOve far from Me 
Mith he, rafitty Mid liee s give me nt^ither poverty ^ nor rioh«ft ; 
ftrtd me with fbod ^oaveoieat for tne. TProv. jirx. 8.) Now 
yaomay Me in this chapteri that be humbled Jiioiielf, and then 
a^ffd of God for thibss iheeeeeary ibr the eoul end body i my 
firiends^ 1 aili afraid thai this prayer ia neglected by many of 
ua/for we often a&, and revive not, beoaaae we aak amiea, 
that We may cofiaomeit upon our hiats } it il right indeed 
that we Aould aak for our daily bread ; as our Lord telk ua. 



(Matt vi. \h) And ft>r food and raiment, Ua Jaoob did. 
Wen. xxfixu to.) But we must tiot pray fot ftiany riobea, 
. for if we do^ there ie a gfeat danger of falling away to wieked 



lust and pride^ which ia an abomination to. the Ixxd^ See 
eny httle Book eaUed the Z>0m(^tf/ile«# pf Riches.. But it 
in aaid, Who U blind a« he that is perfect) and blind aa the 
Lord*s servants f (Isaiah xhi, 19.) But if they are blind 
vtk theeyee of the world, they are not blind in the eye of Qod. 
»«^Btit speaking in xefbreace to the charuoter of a child of 
Qbd^ of to Cl^t himself, I say^ that Godliness, is not 
blindness, for thus it is written, who may abide the day of 
' his eomil^ ? And who shall stand when be appeareih ? For 
he is like a refiner's ire and like fuller's sope. . (Mai. iii. %,) 
'^i^^efbre, by this we may see the pure character of Christ. 
Be ye hohr ito I amholy^ saith the Lord ; and agilin^ if we 
hy tbe help of God, intend to let our liv^ tally with these 
htee«ed chartteteM; hear what Christ saitlu Let your liffht 
efi& shiAe before men, that thc^r mar see yo^r Iped WDrlis, 
and glorify y^Asr Father whids IS in heaven. (Matt y. 10.) 
Sbe my ifiook celkd the Eaamph 6f CkritL Blessed is 
ibat aeryam^ whovn his Lord when he cofmetik. sbadl Md so- 
deittg. (c^ksp; lad^. A(k) ForSainl Paul saith When ^leak- 
isig of tte tharooter ^ ib» people of Ood^ We ere^ sai^ he, 
ttttto Gdd a sweet eafvoiir of Chmt, intbem tioct^are saved, 
;aKd in them diat pmshw (2 Gbr« ii; 15.) So.yon see, tlnot, 
l&fe ImA looks upon snch charaotenv to be soktiewhiit like 
Christy OP to hehit delight, as the nweetnees td Christ* O I 
woiild Mik pmy £<ir all die wosld to teim unto the L6rd,. fbr 
.ho ^iottl^MiK ooooeive^ noe telf^what die lion} hadi in teservie 
B^ them tiud Idve hi«^ O behold here is aciotiser excelient 
etaiUderi end tiut ie of a poei? wbnaAt ttet eougUf CSiirlst 
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wilh tj»n: O you . f(^iiialeft^ letm^ aoti^a^'joOiQ came lo 
Christy as this poor woman did ; for she came behind her 
Loid, and stood at his fiet weeping i and she washed his 
leet with her tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her 
: head ; and she kissed his feet, and did anoint them with oint- 
tnent; and her sins, which were many,) were all forgiven her. 
It appears thai her sins had been great, but by the grace of 
God, which brought her to repentance, her love became great. 
Therefore let me intreat you in the name of the Lord, to seek 
. the Lord whilst he may be foulid, so that you may. obtain 
grace fiiom the Lord, so that your love may become like her 
. k)ve. (Luke vii. 87.) So that you may be changed from a 
. love of sin, to the love of holiness, so that you may begin to 
bear much fruit to the glory of God ; and . the fruit of this 
holy spirit is love, joy, peace,, longrsufiering, gentleness^ 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance : agaipst such there is 
no law.. And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh 
with the affections and lusts. If we live in the spirit, let us 
also walk in the spirit (Gal. v. 22.) Now, I say against 
such characters as these, there is no law, that is to say,, there 
is therefore now no condemnation to eternal death, to them 
which are. in Christ Jesus, who walk not aiter the flesh, but 
after the spirit. . But at the. same time, .God Almighty, ofi;eQ- 
times seeth ^t good, to chastise us in this life, because of our 
disobedience, .to the intent that we may become, and remain 
. his sons, and his daughters, and that we should inherit eternal 
life. and happiness. with him for ever: -for if we endure the 
chastisement of God with patience, and that to our. profit, 
then are. we isons indeed, and not bastards : for what son is 
he whom the> Father chasteneth not? .(Heb. xii.) For be- 
holdv. liappy is the man whom God correcteth: therefore 
despise not thou the chastening of the Almighty. .(Job v* 1 7.) 
For he maketh sore, add bindeth,tip, he woundeth, and iia 
hands make whole. And again hetar what Solomon saith, 
.Ha^pyis the inan that findeth wisdom, and tbe'Boaii that 
getteth.undeistancMng; . My son, saith he, despite. aiot the 
chastening of the Lom ; neither be weary of hisicorrection: 
A)r whom the Loo'd lovethhe ^orreoteth, even'as a father the 
soninwhcimhedelighteth. (Prov.iii.) A;nd.aga]|i,asimanyaal 
lovCj.l tebuke and chasten, saith the Lord Jesus : be Jealous 
therofiore and repent. (Rev.^ii. 19.) And this is the wiUpf God, 
my brethren,, even .our sanctifieation. (1 Th6ss...iy. ■^) 
And this is « faithful saying, saith St. Paai, and tb««f thiogfs 



I ^ill tiiAt Ihou ii^mi constabtly, that ii\»y vrfaioh have be- 
lieved in God, jiftight be careful- to mahitun' good 'wt)rk8 : > 
These Uiin^8v> saith he,, are good and profitable junto men. 
rTitus iii. 8.) ' And' my beioved brediren, hear what St.. 
Jaiiaes saiith, Pure religion and undefiled before God and the-. 
Father is this, To., visit the fatherless and widows 'in their • 
afflietioo:, aiid to ke^ hiaoBeiff unspotted from the worlds' 
(diap. i. 27.) Therefore, niy friends, a well 8pen;t life, 
through Christ, is the way of safety, and it will bring our 
souls into j^eaoe at the last,' when thil uncertain life shall 
end. And hear the character again of a child of God de«. 
scribed by David, Who shall, ascend into the hill of the. 
Lord? saith he, or who shall stand in his. holy place? He 
that hath dean- hat d«, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted* 
up his soul unte vanity, nor awom deceitfully, he shall receive 
the blessing from the Lord, and righteousness from the' God> 
ojf his salvation. (Psalm xxiv. 3,4,5.) But myr brethren, this 
ni!ulit be done bv grace ' ^nd .iinth,through Christ our Lord. 
And.itgaw, beside this saith Seint Petev, giving all diligence, 
add to your faith, virtue, and to virtue, knowledge, and to 
knowledge, temperance, and to temperance, patience, and to 
patience, godliness, and to godliness, brotherly kindness, and 
to brotherly kindness, charity; fwr if theSe things be in you, 
and abound, they make yon; that ye shaH iieither be barren 
nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
(2 Peter i. 5.) . 

And now my dear friends, .hear what another excellent 
character of Christ saith, and that i* Saint Paul, hear his 
zealous words towards Christ his Lord» Now after he had 
been preaching and suffering for • the cause of God, and for 
the good of souls, he yet still expected . that he had much 
more to suffer for the cause of Christ; and he saith, And 
now, behold I go boiind in tlie spirit unto Jerusalem, not 
knowing the thii;gs that shall befall me there, save, that .the 
Holy' Ghost witnesseth in every city, sayipg, That bonds and 
afffliiction? abide me, but none of these tilings move me, nei- 
the^ count I m/life dear unto ttiyself, so that I might' finish 
my course With joyir^nd the "ministry v^hicbl have r^ceivfed 
of the 'Lord Jeiiis to testify the gospel of the grace ot GodI 
(Acts^x. 22;) ' And again, saith he, I count all things but 
loss, for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord : for whom I have suffet^ the loss of .all ^ings, and 
do count them but dung that I me^ win Christ. (Phil, 
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iU. B.) I ptew towio-d the vmk; for the prize of 111* high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus, (versis 14.) And now^ 
when. this. good nuin had finished his course, and the gmt 
part of his labour, and had suf^red much, and had heen p^* 
seoutBd much for the sake of Christ, yet it seems that he still 
expected to suffi^r more for his Lord and master, but he still 
had comfort in Christ, 00 that he could hold fast his faith 
and int^rity^^so that he eould ulj^ I am now ready tQ be 
oiSered, ana the time of my departure is «t hand. I liave 
foufifht a good fight, I hare flnisoed my course, X hart kept 
the faith; HeUeefortk there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord the righteous judge shall giir» 
me at that day : and not to me only, but unto all them also 
that love hisi appearing. (2 Tim. iT. 5, 7, 8.) And now, 
those happy souls are gone to heaven, and raethinks, that 
one day's enjoyment there will make amends for all their 
labours and sirfferings that they underwent upon the eardi. 
Therefore work- whilst it is day, that you piay have a Alii 
reward » for the night coRieth itk which no man can work. 

And \rhen nt^^h IjU^t cliar^icteri 

Arriyc (hen 9t home, 
They sing llalleluj«b 

To God sod thf I.*amb, 
They etcrih* their e^^ation 

Tp Jetui's Dsme, 
Aad drink the sweet pleasure 

That comes from the same. 

Their loTe*s ftiU of rapture, 
O, how holy is tbeif 107, 
Ko sin there ean etitMy 

^or S#^ii deeo^, 
They Fed«VQd IQ his glpry* . 

To him w(io hath died. 
With soQgs,' O how lorely, ' 
• In maQfions so high. 

' , . ■ . ■ ' 

And now, rny beloved brethren, I would advice you to 
read my following Book, whi<?h ^\]\ relates to the charwtwr. 
of the righteous, and may Crpd Almighty givp ns all grHcp» 
liQ a& to believe and repent, so thut we. may be hrought-^x^ 
holy ff^llowsbip and love with them, ^nd at U^i ipaj l^e 
brought to the Father, ftpd the L^^b, ^nd to hi? saint* u|i- 
mortal. .Anjen, 

ENP OP THE SJXTEEN'ra BOOK, 
By Edward Crook. 
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Youmatf rely on it that there is good counsel and advice 
in this Booky and the recommendation of this Work chiefly 
iSy that of love and charity. This Work is very affecting y 
it is tahenfrom the Holy Scriptures, and it gives us a 
jfull and true information of our duty towards o/ur neigh-- 
hour; and except we conform and comply our minds to it, 
and so copy after it, we cannot ^e real Christians, Be* 
ctmscy the' sum and substance of this Work is Love, tmd 
lie that lives and dies without the Love of Christ cannot 
he really happy in this World, neither in that which is to 
come. 

Now, my beloveil brethren, in my farmer treatise, I haye 
shown you in part, the excellency of love, but still, let me 
by the help of God, show you a more full descriptioa of the 
Christian's character, and love, aad their attachment towards 
each other, and their duty towards their neighbour ; and thi& 
I intend to do by the plain word of God, .which is most wor- 
thy of your attention. Now, this is the first and great com- 
mandment, saith our Lord, that is. Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with al) 
thy mind ; and the second, is like unto it. Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour, as thyself On these two commandments, 
saith pur blessed Lord, Hang all the law and the prophets.: 
And'thereis nothing greater than love. (Deut. v. o. — Matt, 
xxii. 37.) Love worketh no ill to his neighbour, saith Saint 
Paul, therefore love is the fulfilling the law. Behold, Raith 
David, how good and how pleasant it is, for brethren to dwell 
together in unity ! f^Psalm cxxxiii. 1 .) And in love let the 
Church of Christ help each other. Hear the advice of Solo- 
mofl, Withhold not good from Ihem to whom it is due, when 

h2 
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it is in the power of thine hand to do it. Say not unto th j 
neighbour, Go, and come again, and to-morrow I will give, 
when thou hast it by thee. (Prov. iii, 28.) And. again, Two 
are better than one ; saith he,, for if they fall, the one will 
lift up his fellow : but wo to him that is alone when he falleth ! 
for he hath not another to help him up. (Eccl. iv. 9, 10.) 
Therefore, in our trials, and in our spiritual welfare, we may 
be helpful to one another, but at the same time, let us be 
sure to place our faith and confidence in God : but next to the 
help and comfort of God, is that of the Saints, as it is written, 
A ffood man sheweth favour, and lendeth, he hath dispersed, 
he nath given to the poor, his righteousness endureth for ever, 
and the righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance. (Psalm 
cxii.) BecausetheloveofChiist dwelleth in him And again 
it is written. Let the righteous smite me it shall be a kindness, 
and let him reprove me ; it shall be an excellent oil, which 
shall not break my head : for /yet saith David, My prayer also 
shall be in their calamities. (Psalm cxli.) For surely the 
righteous will do all things in love and for the good of the 
soul ; therefore saith our blessed Lord, A new commandment 
I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved 
you : and, by this shall all men kn^w that ye are my disciples, 
if ye have love one, to another. (John xiii . 34,35.) And 
again, remember the attachment of RuUi, and the love which 
she had for Naomi her mother in-law, and how she would 
not leave her, neither would she turn again to her native 
country, neither to the gods of the Moabites ; for she said unto 
Naomi, her mother in-law. Whither thou goest I will go, and 
where thou lodgesr I will lodge, thy people shall be my peo- 
ple, and thy God my God. And by this I believe, that the 
Spirit of Qirist, had took place in her soul, and filled her 
heart with love : for speaking from the genealogy of families, 
Christ was of the line and lineaae of Boaz, who was the hus- 
band of Ruth. (Matt i. 5.) And we may see in the Book 
of Ruth, how she was rewarded, according to her kindness, 
and she was blessed by the name of the Lord. And again, it 
would be well if every master of servants, and servants, 
would imitate and follow and copy after the example of Boaz; 
for we see, that when he came into the field to his reapers, he 
said unto them. The Lord be with you, and they answered 
him. The Lord bless thee. (Ruth ii. 4.) 

Ah ! behold what a blessed, and a happy, and a comfortable 
thing it would be, if it were more so in our days, if we had 
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^uch love, and feeling, and affection, as this, one to another'; 
methinks that it would be a great help to bear one another up 
under his burden ; and then methinks that how much easier 
we should pass through our toil and labour. Ah ! if it were 
so, then how pleasant should we do our work, to what we do 
now, and talk, and rejoice in the goodness of God, and God, 
even our God would give us his blessing. 
• And again by the word of the Lord, hear what our duty is 
towards our neighbour or brethren. Thou shalt not defraud 
thy neighbour, neither rob him, the wages of him that is hired, 
shall not abide with thee all night until the morning. Thou 
shalt not hate thy brother in thy heart. Thou shalt not 
avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy peo- 
ple ; but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. " 1 am 
the Lord, thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, and ho- 
nour the face of the old man, and fear thy God. And if a 
stranger sojourn with thee in your land, ye shall not vex him, 
but the stranger that dwelleth with you, shall be unto you as 
one born among you, and thou shalt love him as thyself. 
(Lev. i. 9.) And again. Thou shalt not oppress an hired 
servant that is poor and needy, whether he be of thy bretlwen, 
or of thy strangers,' at his day thou shalt give him his hire : 
neither shall the sun go down upon it, for he is poor, and 
seQith his heart upon it, lest he cry against thee unto the 
Lord, and it be sin unto thee. (Deut. xxiv. 14, 15.) Woe 
unto him, saith the Lord, by the mouth of Jeremiah, that 
buildeth his house by unrighteousness, and his chambers by 
wrong ; that useth his neighbour's service without wages, and 
givethhimnot for his work. (Jer. xxii. 13.) Owe no man 
any thing, but to love one another, saith Saint Paul ; for he 
that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. (Rom. xiii. 8.) 
And again, hear the word of the Lord, by Zechariah the pro- 
phet, These are the things that ye shall do, saith the Lord : 
Speak ye every man the truth to his neighbour : execute the 
judgment of truth and peace in your gates; and let none of 
you imagine evil in your hearts against his neighbour, and 
love no false oath : for All these are things that I hate, saith 
the Lord. (Zach. viii. 16, 17.) Therefore love mercy, truth 
and righteousness, ye sons of men : for all the law is fulfilled 
in one word, even is this. Thou shalt loye thy neighbour as 
thyself: and so it is, for the same love that we love God with, 
the same love we love our neighbour with. (Gal. v. 14.) 
But some that read this Book, perhaps may say, as the lawyer 
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Sflfid to Qhrist, But who is my neighbour ? Thei-efore, in 
a few words, I will endeavour, by thenelp of Grod, to tell you. 
He, is called a neighbour that liveth near unto us, and of 
course he ought to be our neighbour ; but this is not always 
the case, for sometimes them that we call our nearest neigli- 
bours, are oi\r nearest enemies. But now this is a neighbour 
let him live fer or near, that loves us with a Heaven- like love, 
and doeth us what good he can in the days of our trials, 
adversity, and troubles, as well as in ihe days of our 
prosperity. 

And now be}iold what an example our Lord sets before 
iis. A certain man, saith he, went down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, and fell amon^ thieves, which stripped him of his 
raiment, and wounded nim, and departed, leaving him half 
dead. And by chance there came down a certain Friest that 
way : and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 
And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and 
looked on him, and passed by on the other side. But a cer* 
tain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was ; and 
when he saw him, he had compassion on him, and went to 
him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and 
'set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and 
look care of him. And he gave charge concerninff him, and 
promised to pay all that was spent upon him in doing hiiQ. 

food. Which now of these three thinkest thou was neigh- 
our unto him that fell among the thieves ? and he said, He 
that shewed mercy on him. Tnen Jesus said unto him, Go, 
^rid do thou likewise. (Luke x. 30.) 

Now I cannot tell when this event took place, neither have 
1 any comment to go by, but the plain word of God : but 
inost likely this poor man that fell among the thieves, was a Jew, 
and that he came down from Jerusalem. And it also plainly 
appears, that the Priests and Levites, were men that did offi- 
ciate, and minister in holy things ; therefore, they ought to 
have been great comforters to him, in his agony and pain. 
1[?herefore, if a man be in the ministry, or out of the ministry, 
if he seeth a poor distressed brother stand in need of help, 
and he shutteth up his heart against him ; I s^y then, how 
think ye that the love of &od dwelleth in him ? and so it 
was with the Priest and Levite, for they had but little or no 
compassion oh their poor brother. It may be that they were 
Covetous, and so, afraid of losing a penny out of their own 
pockets, and so, loved their money, better than their brother^ 
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life. But again, It was not so with the good SamaritaB, for 
he had compassion on him, and bound up his wounds, and 
took care of him ; but now it ooay be said by some, perhaps, 
but who was this Samaritan ? was he a near relation to him 
that fell among the thieves ? It appears not| for if I mistake 
not, the Samaritans were a mixed people, and frona. different 
parts of the earth, and had worshipped strange gods ; as you 
see in 2 Kings xvii. 25, 29. But, at the same time there 
was a Priest of the Jews dwelt with them, and taught them 
how they should fear the Lord ; and after this it appears, that 
there were Jews dwelt among them, and taught them the law 
of God. But still it appears that many of them followed their 
own superstitious ways, for our Lord said unto the Woman of 
Samaria, Ye worship ye know not what. (John iv. 22.) 
But our blessed Lord shewed love and -mercy tmto them: 
but for the general part, the Jews despised them : and aee 
they called Christ a Samaritan, and said he hast a devil, 
(John viii. 48.) And again, it appears by what the Woman, 
said, that the Jews had but very little dealings with the Sa- 
maritans. (John vi. 9.) See the Apoch. (Eccl. 1. 25.) 
But still for all this, it appears that this good Samaritan wius 
kinder, and more like a neighbour unto the Jews than thej^ 
were to one another. Therefore, let us follow the example 
of the good Samaritan, ao that we may take compassion one 
of another. Finally, my beloved brethren^ be ye all of otie 
mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, 
be pitiful, be courteous ; not rendering evil for evil, cm: rail- 
ing for railing : but contrariwise, blessing ; knbwing that ye 
are thereunto called that ye should inherit a blessing. For 
he that will love life, and see good days, let him re&adn bis 
tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile : let 
him eschew evil, and do good ; let him seek peace and eB9u< 
it. For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and Im 
ears are open unto their prayers ; but the face of the Lord is 
against them that do evil. (1 Peter iii. 8.) 

Therefore my beloved brethren, seeing that diese things 
are so, and that holy feligion consisteth of love. Led us 
then, by the grace of G-od, endeavour so as to love odoue 
another, and that with an heaven-like love; but observe^ 
there is a counterfeit love which is of the flesh, that leadeth 
unto hell and destruction, and there is a Heavenly love, 
which leadeth unto life eternal, and this same love inay he 
what Samt Paul calla<^ha«ity, which, is the i^ond mi Mhitir 
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of holy perfection^ and it hath made an atonement for sin, and 
hath satisfied Divine Justice, and hath bruised the serpent's 
head : and it hath made a way for repentance for the chief 
of sinners, of whom I am one ; it hath suffered itself, and 
loved me ; it hath suffered itself, and loved you ; it grieved 
for man at his fall, and would not contain itself in heaven, 
hut left its lovely habitation, and bowed the heaven, and 
came down, and suffered in the midst ai the multitude of sia 
and confusion, and by its zeal, love, and holy passion, it 
snatched poor sinful man as a brand from the burning ; and 
although the sinful wound of man, was, and is sore, yet this 
love hath excelled the good Samaritan's, for it hath bound up 
his wounds of sin, and poured the oil of his grace therein, 
and for his recovery he hath paid the uttermost farthing: 
and this love is to be found in the bosom of Christ, which 
stripped himself of all, but love for us men, and for our sal- 
vation ; even in his passion at the cross, when he cried with 
a loud voice, saying, My God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken m6. Therefore because of our sins, the Father hid as 
it were his face from the Son, that we might be justified by 
his blood : but still the Father's love was towards his Son, 
but not made manifest, because of bis justice and displeasure 
against sin, but when it was finished, then love returned unto 
the bosom of its Father, in unity with the Holy Ghost in 
trinity, for ever with the Father, one God in three persons. 
Amen. And here is perfect love, and where it takes posses- 
sion, it casteth out fear, and fills the soul with love to God 
and man, and anticipates the joys of heaven. • But whilst we 
love our sins, we cannot enjoy the love of God ; therefore 
except we follow the examples of Christ, we cannot be real 
Christians : because the sum and substance of this work, is 
love ; therfore, let us be aware, and repent : for he that lives 
and dies without the love of Christ, cannot be really happy 
in this world, neither in that which is to come. 

Therefore my brethren, seeing that we cannot be happy, 
except we have this holy love of God implanted in our souls, 
then, let us by grace, through Christ, entreat the Lord for it, 
and that by agonizing prayer ; and that through the righte- 
ous merits of a crucified Saviour, who hath purchased the 
love of the Father for us, and that through his holy life, suf- 
ferings, and death: and him, hath God exalted on high, to 
be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance unto Israel, 
*nd remission of Bins ; therefore by grace are ye saved through 
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faithy and not of yourselves, it is the gift of God. Th^efore 
if we have freely received his grace, so then let us hy the 
same, freely give, for so we are commanded; and hehold 
what a blessed thing it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity, Owe no man any thing, saith Saint Paul, but to love 
one another, for he that loveth another, hath fulfilled th^ 
law, as it is written, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self, love worketh no ill to his neighbour, therefore love is 
the fulfilling of the law, and this holy law of God, is a reve- 
lation of his will, and Christ hath magnified it, and made it 
honourable, and this holy law of God, doth not consist of 
outward ceremonies alone, but it consisteth of love, and If 
ye love me, saith our Lord, keep my commandments. A 
new commandment saith he I give unto you. That ye love 
one another, as I have loved you, by this shall all men know 
that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another. Let 
us all therefore which have received this love, continue in 
the same, because love is the true root of all holy religion on 
earth, and it is the beauty and blossom of all holy religion in 
heaven : and in the holy place they sing the songs of love— 

And redound to his glory, 

To him who hath died. 
With songs, O how lovely, 

In mapsions so high. 

And blessed are they which are prepared and called unto 
the marriage supper of the Lamb. Therefore let the righteous 
be glad ; and let them rejoice before God : yea let them ex- 
ceedingly rejoice. Sing unto God, sing praises to his name: 
extol mm that rideth upon the heavens oy his name Jah, and 
rejoice before him. A father of the fatherless : and a judge 
of the widows, is God in his holy habitation. (Psalm Ixviii. 
3, 4, 5.) 

And now my brethren, we may plainly see, that God is 
love, and Christ is love, and that the whole armies of heaven 
are love ; and it would be more like a heaven here below, if 
we all were in possession of this heavenly love : but alas ! 
this holy love hath many enemies, which are infidelity, ido- 
latry, pride, wicked lust, cruelty, and covetousness : and 
these enemies and more, have their origin from sin and Satan ; 
and whilst this grand, enemy is endulged and maintained 
here, in us, on the earth, there cannot be no real, true, nor 
holy social love and clmrity, one towards another. We may 
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talk of wars said enemies, but these are our greatest enemies ; 
therefore, bj God's help, let us all praj that the Lord may 
expel these enemies out of all our souls, and out of the souls 
of the people of all nations, and then we may depend upon 
inward neaee, quietness, and assurance for ever, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

But now concerning the character of the righteous and 
their profession, see my next following Book to this, which 
is most worthy of your consideration. — Therefore praise je 
the Lord, all ye servants of his, praise our God. Amen. 
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Circumcision^ the Passover^ Baptism^ and the Lord^e 
Supper^ are set forth in order from the JSoly Scriptures ^ 
by chapter and verse^ and are carefully revised and 
explained throughout^ in such a clear, plain way, and 
manner, so that every one who rightly considers it, and is 
not bigoted to any singular sect or party ^ must oren it 
right dnd consent thereto. 

Navrnxy friends, if we are Christians, it becometh us, and 
is our duty, and our privilege too, that we should make our 
proDes^ion known to the world, by these two sacraments, that 
IS to say, Baptism, and the Lord's Supper, and as there were 
two typical Sacranients by the covenant of grace, instituted 
m the Old Testament ; so are there also now, two ; spiritual 
sacraments instituted, and substituted in the New Testament, 
ip their stead. But now, first speaking from the Old Testa- 
ment^ it appears that God made a covenant .with Adam by 
works, but this covenant of works We find was soon unhappily 
broken, so that we were soon exposed to sin and death ; but 
God being so willing, and so kin3, and so good, as to save 
our souls from sin and misery, and from eternal death, so 
that it appears to me, that Almighty God, did before that, or 
immediately, agree to the covenant of grace, through Christ, 
fpr the salvation of fallen man : therefore it is said, in vvordi^ 
similar lo these, that. The seed of the woman, shall bruise the 
serpent's he^d ; and this we plainly see, hath been fulfilled 
\fy our blessec^ Lord and Saviour. But again, God was pleased 
to vouchsafe his mercy unto Abraham, by this covenant 
of grace, and it was sealed by this Sacrament, that is. The 
|)lQ6d of Circvmcision, and then after this, there was added, 
another Sacrament to - his posterity, called the Passover, 

i2 ' 
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Now those were two bloody Sacraments, and they both are 
a t3rpe of the precious blood! of Christ, which was shed for the 
salvation of man: but, before this Sacrament called Circuxn- 
ciaion,.mArk what God said unto Abraham, I am the Almighty 
God, walk before me, and be thou perfect ; or that is in other 
words, be thou upright or sincere, and I will make my cove- 
nant between me and thee, and I will establish my covenant 
between me and thee, and thy seed after thee, in their gene* 
rations, for an everlasting covenant; to be a God unto thee, 
and to thy seed after thee. This is my covenant, which ye 
shall keep between me and y6u, and thy seed after thee ; every 
man-child among you shall be circumcised. And it shall be 
a token of the covenant betwixt me and thee. (Gen, xvii.) 
Therefore, we see ' that God promised by covenant, to be 
Abraham's God; and by the same, Abraham obeyed, and 
was to be his faithful servant ; therefore he was to make his 
profession known by that humble Sacrament, called circum- 
cision : which thing I believe denotes or betokens inwardly, 
that he gave his soul, heart, and affection, to his God ; but 
understand, that there is no real merit in this, or in other 
words, there is no claim of salvation by these Sacraments, 
but at the same time, they are right and good in their place ; 
for by entering into a covenant with God, and that with a 
penitent heart, 1 say, by so-doing, Christ is the merit of our 
salvation, and as we give ourselves up to him by repentance, 
so much the more, and that in a bounteous way hath he given 
himself up for us in suffering, and in mercy and love, and in 
righteousness for our salvation. Therefore he hath a claim 
of the Father for our salvation, and so was the covenant be- 
tween God and Abraham, and it was sealed by a Sacrament 
called Circumcision, which thing is I believe, as I have said 
before, that it was a tjrpe of the precious blood of Christ, 
which was to be shed for our salvation. Now after this, 
God was pleased to establish his covenant with Abraham's 
posterity in a more supporting manner, fcr the Lord added 
unto this another Sacrament, called the Passover : and now 
we see that how the Lord's people of Israel had entered into 
a covenant with God, and humbled their souls and flesh, to 
the biood of Circumcision. Therefore by the Passover, that 
is by grace, the Lord spared them in the day of vengeance, 
for they eat and fed upon the Paschal Lamb, that was, upox^ 
the grace and goodness of Christ, for, in type, Christ was the 
■D — ^,.^«. ^1 Qqj y 7^ Therefoi-e Israel ate and fed, and 
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yrw nourished by the grace of Christ at the Passover, when 
the Lord did smite all the first born in the land of Egypt. 
(Exodus, xii. 29.) And so it will be at the end of time, 
.them that are in Christ will live by him, but them that are 
not-found in him must perish with the workers of iniquity^, 
therefore in type, Christ was to be the prime, pure, and spot- 
less liknb witnout blemish, who gave himself np for us m 
the prime of life, in love and in ri^teousness, instead of our 
righteousness ; and that by blood, as a lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world. And according to my judgment, 
my friends, I believe that this Sacrament called the Passover 
faath a gteat reference to that in Uie New Testament, called 
tiie Sacrament of the Lbrd's Supper: but see something 
more' of this towards the end of this treatise. And now we 
come to the New Testament, and there we see that these 
types md shadows are all accomplished, because Christ is 
come and hast revealed himself lihto us in Vtie flesh, and hath 
been, and is, and hath made a sufficient, and a complete sa- 
crifice, and an atonement for our sins, and redemption by 
his pure life and blood, and prayers, and agony, and by his 
cibss and passion, death and resurrection, and his ascension 
into glory, and there to give repentance unto Israel, and the 
remission of sins. Therefore, my dear friends, we may see by 
the word of God that the Lord Jesus is a complete Saviour. 
And now we see that since Christ hath come into this lower 
world, and hath completed so great a work for our salvation ; 
we see by this, I say, that these old Sacraments, types, and 
shadows are more at an end, and our blessed Lord hath for 
our comfort and encouragement, and for our profession, in- 
stituted, and ordained, and established two more easy, and 
more comfortable, and more spiritual ones in their stead, 
and these two Sacraments are* called Baptism, and the Lord's 
Supper. Theref<Mre the Lord is so good to us through the 
merits of Christ, that he still renews his covenant of grace 
wi& us, and it is sealed to us by Baptism, and the Lord^s 
Supper. But now my fellow sinners, you that are weak, you 
must not thhik that by rec^ving or partaking of these sacra- 
imients alone, that they are samcient to save you ; no, my 
friends, the water and the bread and wine are no more of 
iSiieiDselves than an outward' acknowledgment of our prc^es- 
siooi of Christ, Por by grace are ye saved through faith ; and 
that not of yourselves ; it is the ffift of God. (£pb. ii. Sf.) 
Now, by being baptized is our proftssion before God, and tn 
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the world, that we possess this saving gracd of God in our 
qoulSy it is an outside profession, of an inside possession, 
sbown by those that repent of their sins, and tiu-n to thar 
blessed Bedeemer :. it is also a token or a sign of God's love, 
in which a poor repenting sinner makes known to the world, 
by his profession. He thatbelieveth and is baptized shall be 
saved, saith our Lord, but he that believeth not shall be 
damned. (Mark xvi. 16.) It is as this, if thou embrace the 
day of God's grace, and pray and believe in him, and forsake 
,thy sins, then God will make his covenant of grace with you, 
and seal it with baptism, for a token to be thy Saviour ; it is 
also for a profession, to declare to the world, what God hath 
done for thy soul. Whosoever therefore, shall confess me 
before men, saith the Holy One, him will I confess also before 
my Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny 
me before men, him will I also deny before niy Father which 
is in heaven. (Matt. x. 32.) Therefore I believe that we 
-ought to confess our Lord, in word, thought, and in deed^ and 
so make our profession of him, in, and by every command 
that he hath ordained in his Church ; and blessed are .they 
which are baptized with the Holy Ghost. Now seeing that 
these things are so, some may be ready to say, why then are 
infants baptized which cannot perform these things which are 
required of a true Christian by the Lord Jesus? O, if you do 
•not understand, I wUl remind you, and will bring to your re- 
.membrance what you were taught in your childhooa, which 
things are very easy and plain if they are kept in mind. 

Q, How many Sacraments hath Christ ordained in his 
Church ? 

A. Two only, as generally necessary to salvation, that is to 
say Baptism, and the Supper of the Lord. 

Q, What meanest thou by the word Sacrament ? 
t ud. I mean an outward and visible sign of an inward and 
spiritual grace given unto us^ ordained by Christ himself, as a 
itoeans whereby we receive the same, and^a pledge to assure 
Tizs thereof. - '. 

. Q. How many parts are there in a Sacmment ? : - 
f'<ui. . Two ; the outward visible sign, and the inward spiritual 
grace. 

:Q, W^hat is the outward visible signer form in Baptism^ 
• ji. Water: wherein the per&oUi is baptized in tfae^ name of 
the Father, and of the Squ, and of the Holy Ghost. 

O, What is the inward and spiritual gr^ce ? 



.157 

' «>^. A death unto sin, and a new birth unto righteouBnesis ; 
for being by nature bom in sin, and the children of wrath, 
'we are hereby made the children of grace. 

Q. Whatsis required of persons to be baptized ? 
^. Repentance, whereby they forsake sin; and Paith, 
whereby they stedfestly believe the promises of Godm&de to 
them in that Sacrament: 

Q. Why then are Infants baptized, when by reason of 
their tender age they cannot perform them ? 

•/4f. Because they promise them both by their Sureties ; 
which promise, when they come to' age^ themselves are bound 
to perform. 

Dut yet at the same time infants cannot do anything in 
their tender yeare; but this great woi'k depends upon the 
grace of God, and that to instruct their siu'eties in the good 
and right way ; and that their sureties, by the help o^ God, 
should instruct their children in the good and right way of 
ChristiaQity, so that they might be taught to shun the padis 
,of sin below, and so that by grace, through Christ, th^ 
xuight at last be brought to their heavenly Father, and to his 
rest herefafter. But again, if the sureties are wicked,- and 
enemies to G-od, so that they are not in the love and' favour 
of God, then how can they perform anything that ^is good 
and acceptable in the sight of God for their children? No, 
surely they cannot: but at the same time I believe that child- 
* ren of wicked parents will have a day of grace given- them, 
and that they will not be judged according to me deeds of 
their parents, 'but that hereafter they will be judged or re- 
warded according to tiieir own works, whether they are good 
or bad ; as for my own part, I could freely take little child- 
ren up in my arms, and in the name of Christ bless them, 
witii a> diesir^, thtpugh Christ, that they all may inherit 
eternal glory. But . speaking of wicked living parents, or 
'Godfathers, or Godmothers, I do confess that it is a grief tt> 
a trtie Chrislian, and to the Spirit of God itself, for thetn to 
address Almighty God in such a way as they do, and tlmt by 
making a false pretence at the ministration of public Baptistn 
of Iniknts as they do, for they say and do not. •An^lno'w 
hear the question that is asked of the child, and by that y^ou 
.may ^^ee what they have promised. 

' < ^.'Whatdid your Godfcitiiers and Godmothers then for you? 

^: They did promise and vow three things in my nam^. 

F^t/that 2 should tenounce the devil and all Bis wbrM, 
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the pomps and vanity of this wicked world, and all tibe.i^ioftil 
lusts of the flesh, Secondly, that I should, helieve all the arti- 
cles of the Christian Faith. And thirdly, that I should ke^ 
God's holy will and comnumdmentSy and walk in the same 
all the days of my life. 

Therefore I believe it to be a great deception in the sight of 
God, for wicked, reprobate, and profane sinners, to address 
God at this holy Sacrament^ by making such promises and. 
vows as they do ; now I would advise such persons as these^ 
not to take this holy Sacrament in hand, except they repent 
thenuelves, because Gt)d will not accept the service of a sin- 
ner ; and if some little infants die, and have not sufficieat 
sureties, and are not baptized, yet' I believe 'that they will go 
better to heaven without the sinners' help, than with it Now 
probably there may be diousands of unfit persons in the world» 
that have practised what I have above mentioned, but it may 
be likely that many have done it through ignorance, but I 
^eak this to your shame ; nevertheless let them turn unto the 
JCord, and he will have mercy upon them, and to our God, 
for he will abundantly pardon. (Isaiah Iv. 7.) And again^ 
first I believe that all parents ought to be true Christians 
themselves, and then to make their profession known by this 
'Sacram^t, called Baptism, if they have not been baptized 
before ; and then, if tney entreat the Lotd that their children 
should be brought into this covenant of grace, so tibat they 
believe that the Lord will accept of it ; and then if it is their 
desire, no doubt but what they may have their children bap- 
tized, in the naibe of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
'Holy Ghost. But all people are not of this opinion, there- 
fore let every one do as he thinks proper, but let him. be sure 
thathe doeth all for the glory and honour of God, in sincerity 
and truth* But again, first of .all, the parents of children 
sbpuld be, or ought to be, regenerated, and born again the 
second time by grace themselves, and then to make th^ir 
.profesision. known lo the world by these Sacnkmeitts, which 
>puv blessed Lord hlist instituted in his Church : that is, if they 
.liave not attended this ordinance before, and then, if you see 
ii good, I will not hold any argument nor dispute i^inst you, 
wbj you should not have your children baptised: but re- 
member, that Abrsdiamfound grace in the sigjht of God, first, 
IMid then he wais circumcised, a!kid then afterwards, bis. son 
Jsaab was circumcised. Train up a child in the. way 
Va -HouM go, and when he is old, let bim piny, and . trust in 
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6t)d, it may be that he will not depart from it. But ag^in, 
now speaking of the ministration of Bq>tisnl to such a^ ace. 
of riper years and are able to answer for themselves, I do 
ra&er in one respect, commend it before infant's Baptism ; 
because they can confess^ and profess, and declare, to the: 
spectators^ or the congregations, what the love of God, 
(hrough Christ hath done for their souls, and at such spirit 
tual seasons as these, when the holy spirit of God moveUi in 
the place, and goetb from heart to heart, as quick as the 
moments fly, it may be then, that many souls are convicted 
of sin, so that they feel the stings of a guilty conscience and 
remorse in their minds : and it may be, that such seasons aa 
these, are days of God*s. special grace and calls untoman^ ; 
so that if they will embrace it, ana return unto the Lord with 
a whole purpose of heart, then they will find forgiveness aa 
their fellow sinners have done. And now as there hath been 
great arguments coQcerning Baptism, and that by many pro- 
fessors of religion, whether sprinkling is right, or wnethet 
washing is right, or whether dipping by immersion is right, 
therefore it may be required of^me what my opinion is c<m- 
ceming this. Now, concerning Baptism, my friends, I be* 
lieve, that I could write out a book to some great extent, but 
not much more to your profit, perhaps, than this little book 
is, for I believe that God hath not sent me to dispute mueh 
with men, about such a thing as this, but only that I should 
speak the truth, in a plain way, and you may see if you read 
all my works, that the Lord hath given me som^bing else 
to do^ therefore I omit, and intend to be very brief, and will 
sum it up in a few words. Now suppose there were three 
men come to. a Minister, and made s^ confession, and declared 
that God had pardoned their sins, and that He had wrob^t 
a change in their souls, and now they are come with a desire 
to be baptized, aud so their rec^uests Were granted ; and when 
they come unto the water,, the first shall say, my desire is to 
be baptized by sprinkling ; the second shall say, tny desire is 
to be baptized by washing, or pouring* of water upon my 
head ; the third shall say, my desire is to be baptized by 
dipping, or that is to say immersion ; now which of these 
three men shoijild you. think the Lord delightethmpstin? 
Perhaps ypur reply may be, it is hard to say ; but I will tell 
ydu; it uf not I believe material which way they were bap- 
tized, but I believe, that the Lord delighteth in him thai 
loveth most; for without love, it is impossible to pleear 
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God, for God is love: therefore except we love God, and 
the children of God, our profession is vain,*iand, By this shall 
alt men- know, saiththe Holy One, that ye are.my disciples, 
if ye:bave love one to another. (John xiii. 35.) And there 
is nothing greater than holy love; therefotfe if the love of 
Chrisrt dwelleth in us, that is all, and in sum this is all, therefore 
I do. not intend to say any thing more upon this subject now, 
only that is, I shall point out to you by chapter and verse, and 
bring to your view where you may find out with a little seek- 
ihgy-mo^tof the principal, and chief, and true passages con- 
cerning: Baptism in the word of God, in which you may see 
as' follows, for your .own consideration. (Matt. iii. 6, 13, 
16, — 'chap: xxviii. 19. — Mark xvi.- 16. — Luke iii. 16, 21. 
—-John iii, 5, 22, 23. — chap. iv. 1. — ^Acts ii. 38. — chap. viii. 
12, 13.-^chap. viii. 36. — chap. ix. 18.— chap. xvi. 15. S3.) 

And observe what Saint Paul saith. (Rom. vi. 3, 4, 5, 
6.^— 1 Oor. i. 13. to the xvii. chap. 10, 4, 2. — chap. xii. 
13,-^ee Col. ii..ll, 12.-^Mark xi. 30.— Gal. iii. 27.) 

Therefore let no man despite this Sacrament, for if they 
do, they despise what Christ hath instituted in his Church. 
But again. Let na man trust in the outward form bf it, but 
let every man trust by faith in the grace and love of Christ, 
which is given unto us, by the Father, and through the Son, 
and is communicated unto us by the Holy Ghost. So be it. 
Aoaen. ^ 

And now, my ' dear friends, if we are siricere and possess 
this love" that I have before mentioned, and are well-wishers 
for 'the- cause of Christ, then we may draw near by faith, with 
an ^humble and obedient heart, and partake of that Sacrament 
called the Lord's Supper. But we must first pray, and so by 
the hdp and grace of God, repent of our sins, and then we 
may come humble and feed upon Christ, by faith with thanks- 
giving; bat we must be sure- to come in humble love and 
obedience, becaufse Christ is « love.. Therefore if we are the 
^children ofi God, we ought, and must love one another, be- 
cause heaven is love, we must nothave any hatred or malice 
in our hearts one against anothfer. ' And again, we see at the 
Passover, how the* -children of Israel did feed on the Paschal 
Lamb, whibh thing 1 believe in type, was no less that Christ 
"hknaelf. . But let us remember how they were to keep up the 
Passover, and that by eating unleavened bread, for notwith- 
standmg, although th6 just jiidgment of God caine upon] the 

'Vptians, yet at the same time, the children of Israel vretQ 
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Aot to have any malice nor hatred in their hearts ; for if the 
wicked destroy themaelves, I believe it is not the will of God. 
Therefore my beloved brethren, having received Christ Jesus 
our Lord, let t)f kee^ga-firait jA horyj6y,'0ontiniial|y'de)igbt- 
rag oiirsfelrveff in*Chn«t J^sns', ft must be" a feast of imleavened 
bread : kept in charity wiUiout the teaven of malice, and in 
sincerity without the leaven of hypo<;ri8y. Purge out there- 
fore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lumjp« For even 
Christ our Passover. 1a ..aaccificed £or-us. (1 Uor. v. 7, 8.) 
O Lord, I entreat thee through Christ, to help me to repent 
of lay ams; O pardon all my sins I beseech thee, and give 
ine a full asifurance of thy love and grace, for I cannot trust 
in the outward form of tne ^ater, nor of the bread and wine ; 
bat by grace and faith will I trust in my beloved Saviour, until 
this wai-fare be overpast : and then through thy righteous 
merits, O my kind Redeemer, let thy blessed and watchful 
.Angels, convey my soul to thebosom of thy loveV And may 
this be the happy lot and portion of all them that a^a waU 
wipers for die ojiuce of Christ. Ames.' * 



END OF THE EIGHTEENTH BOaK. 
Br Edward Ctioox, 
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The Book qf JTorks, 



2%t> JBook points out to u$^ koto our works ouffht to 
eorresmnd and follow elo$eiy up fvith ourfcnth^ as the 
immediale or nearest fruits of this most holy faith^ and 
also Ji^w we are to be rewarded accordUny to our works ; 
and there is set forth in this Work many passages and 
clear proqfs from the Holy Scriptures^ to show unto us 
that good works 0re right, good^ and necessary in refer ^ 
enee to our salvation^ or for the safety of our salvation. 
But for power to do this Work is of Ctraee, and thai 
is through Jesus Christ our Lord, 



Now my friends, seeing that I have in my preceding, and 
succeeding Books, said so much upon saving grace and faith, 
therefore, •! think that it is necessary for me, and for you, 
that I should point out to you, what are the immediate, or 
nearest fruits of this most holy grace and faith : now as long 
as we enjoy such a degree of this most holy faith in our souls, 
I believe it to be this — that is peace, joy, and love, and power 
over all outwaid sin, and power to keep down inward sin; 
and when this grace and faith is given, O Lord, I know it is 
right within, it makes my sins then fly away — death thou 
hast lost thy sting. And again, God will require of us, good 
works, as fruit for the gift of this justifying faith, for what 
will it profit us to say in that day, Lord I have believed in thy 
name ; I say what will it profit us then, if our works do not 
answer or correspond with our faith; can our faith alone 
save us ? No, it cannot, for it is dead, being alone. (James 
ii. 17.) For as tl.e body without the spirit is dead, so faith 
without works is dead also, (verse 26.) Yea, a man may 
say, Thou hast faith, and I have works : show me thy faith 
without thy works, and I will show thee my faith by my 
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irofks, for m good tree g«meioI bring forth er tl fruit, «dUi waa 
Lord, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 
"Wherefore by their fruit ye shall know them : not ever j 
cme that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter info thc^ 
kingom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Fadier 
-which is in heaven. Many satth the Lord will say to me in 
that day Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name f 
And in thy name have cast out devils? And in thy name 
done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto 
them, I never knew you : depart from me, ye that work ini<^ 
quity. (Matt, vii.) Therefore, all that profess to be Cbris- 
tianSf should be very careful, and to try the spirits, and to 
examine themselves by prater, so as to see whether they af« 
real Christians or not : for it appears to me that by the sub- 
tUty of the devil, and giving way thereto, a man may be de- 
ceive. Now observe this. If we possess that grace and faith 
in. our souls, so as to produce good works, then we may rely 
upon it that it is of God. But if it do not produce gooa 
works, then it is to be feared, that it is no more than a coun- 
terfeit faith, and without care-taking it will be likely to deceive 
our souls, and at last sink us into everlastinff perdition. Again, 
If we are Christians, then let us. Let our light so shine before 
men, that they may see our good works, that they may glorify 
our Father which is in heaven. (Matt. v. 16.) Herein it 
my Father glorified, saith Christ, that ye bear much fmit, so 
shall ye be my disciples. (John xv. 8.) For the wrath of 
God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness, and un- 
righteousness of men, saith Saint Paul, who hold the truth in 
ijinrighteousness* (Rom. i. 18.) For God will render to 
every man according to his deeds : tribulation and anguish 
upon every soul of man that doeth evil ; but glory, honour, 
and peace, to every man that worketh good ; for there is no 
respect of persons with God. (Rom. ii« 6.) And again, 
you have seen, and may see in my next Book, how Abranam 
was justified W faith, and works, when he had ofld^red Isaae 
his soft upon the s^tar. . So you see that how faith wrought 
with his works, and by works was {kith made perfeot. (Jamettf 
ii. 12.) Hear what Saint John saitii, Hereby we do lnM»w, 
that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He tbst 
saitbi I know him,, and keepeth not his commandments, is tt 
liar, and the tjruth is not in him. He that salith he abided! b» 
him, ought himself ako^. so to walk, even as he;* wfllkttd; 
(^kJobn ii. 6^> AinAagsin^ fie that ov«#coni€Pth, «aMi ^ 



Lordjtlw same Bhtll bevlotbed ilk whtta raim6Bt,:eiid I wiUndf 
Uot'out his name oot of the Book of life ; bot 1 will ccMifes* 
his name before iny Father, and befbre his angels. (Rev. iii; 
5.) And again my friends^ take our blessed Lord's word for 
an example ; I must 'woric the w^orks of him that sent me, 
saith hey while it is day, the night eorheth when no man can 
i^ork. Aft long as I am [q the worldv I am the light of the 
world. (John ix. 4.) And thus it b^ometh every Ghris- 
tian, to i^attem after Christ, as far forth as he can : and see 
my little .Rjok called The Examples ofOhrht, 

O, surdly thoU' art great, O Lord, great in counsel, and 
mif^hty in work : -for thine eyes. are open upon all the ways of 
ihe. sons of men, to give every one according to the frUit of 
hfs <ioings. (Jer, xxiii. - 19.) And again, here is another 
plain ^roof of the righteous dealings of God, to the children 
of men, according to their work^ and yow may find it in the 
18th of Jeremiah, At what instant, saith the Lord, I shall speak 
concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, 
and to pull downy and to destroy it, if that nation against 
whom I have pronounced turn from their evil, I will repent 
of the evil that I thought tor do unto them. And again, At 
what instaiit I shall speak concerning a nation, and concern- 
ing a kingdom to build and to plant it, if it do evil in my 
•igiiiife, that it (Aey.notmy voice, th$n, I will repeput of the 
good whefewith I a(aid I would benefit them. Therefore, we 
plainly see, that he is^a just God and Saviour, and that man 
shaJl be rewarded according to his works. And again, when' 
we.come to.the Lordfor the • remission of our sins, we must 
come humble and ftdl -of obedience, so as to bring forth fruits 
meet for repentance. (Matt. iii. 8.) For we see in this 
chapter, that itia not enough to talk; of the faith of Abraham 
without Works :, for we. must all apjpear before the judgment 
9eat of Christ, that every one may i-ecfei ve the things done in 
his body, according to that he hath done, i?hether it be good 
or.bsfd. Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we per- 
Sii^de men:, (1 Oor. v. 10.) taiiefuse the evil, and to choose 
the gdod, that it may go well with him at the last ; for he that 
doeth wrong, dball r^cei^for the'wrong which he hath done, 
aiuitb^els norrespeet of persons. (Col.' iii. 25.) There- 
fore he: y© holy, for I ani holy, saith the Lord, and if ye call 
on the' Father, who, withoiit respect of persons, judgeth ac- 
cording to eVery maa*8,#ork, pass the tame of your aojbum- 
log here in fetix. Forasmubh aB ye kno^lr that ye* w^e not re- 



deeidefl' pm dbituofibft l|^ihgfa; as t^^i^ a^d g^Sl bift sTilh 
the pk'ecious ^lobdof Uhrist, as of a lamb without blemish 
and without spot." -(1* -Peter.- i. 17.)- And-now my friends, 
seeing th^t^tl^e thin^. are so, therefore let us 'not be 
deceived, God is not mocked, for whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh, 
shall cf the deah res^ cortuption : but he that soweth )to the 
spirit shall, of \the spirit reap life everlasting. ' (Gd. iri. 7.), 
And let us not be weary ia well-doing : ior in due season w«. 
^11 reap, if we faint not. (vers® 7.) Add behold, I com^ 
quiekly^ salth the Lord,, and my reward is with me,< to give 
every man according as his \rork shall be.. (Rev. xxii. 12.) 
And again, there >shalL in.no wise enter into theholy city any 
thing uiat defili^h, neither whatloever work^th abomiBation,. 
or maketh a lie; Ifut they which are written* in theXdmbli 
book^f life. • (xxi^ 27.) And I saw, «aitb;St. John, a great 
white throne^. and> hiin that sat on it, frpm whose, face thta 
earth, and* the ^ heaven fled. away;, and- there was found no 
place for thenx. And I saw the dead, small and great, rtabd 
oefore God : and the books were opened ; and another book 
was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were 
judged out of these things whioh were written in the books 
according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead 
¥f^(4^ were in' it ; and death ' and ' hell> delivered up .the dead 
which were in them ; aiid ihey were judged every man ac^ 
cording^ to their works. And death and! hell were feast into 
the lake of flre« This i^ the second death. :Atid whosoe^^eif 
was not found written in the book of life was cast into this 
lake of Are. (Bey, xx; 11.) ; And now, my friends, we majj^ 
plainly* see. by the holy Scriptures, the : will^! and' the ways of 
God towards. man; : therefore, let us, by his help; be caite^'F^ 
so aa, to,. maintain. good wooks^else otherwise, 'we shalhbe 
:weigbed ip ti]^,bal^Qces, and so be found v wanting. '0, thisn^, 
let us, jby tliehelpof oisir. blessed Xord ahd. Saviour, wor^ 
oiir worky\)etimes„a];Ld then, at bis j^o<>d tiaie>he'will give ua 
our rewards ' Alidnpw, may God li<^ his blessing for Uhrist^ 
sake. lAmen. -'.■. ■••..• ''• •.->' •' > 

END OP THE NINETEENTH BOOK, 
BT'EDwiBD Cboos. 
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BOOK tHE TWENTIETH 



The Book of Grace, Faith, and Trrah. 



F$r9t, I w>ini out in my Reader§ in thi$ Booh the ne- 
oeBsity of f*a%Jth, and the degrees of Faith and Oraee. 
Secondly, The way mherehy'it i$ to he obtained. And 
Thirdly, by the help of God I plainly exhibit to yottr 
mem vihat Faith and Trials are, and you have in this 
Book the trial of Abraham*s faith when he was com- 
fnanded by God to offer up his son Isaac, npon a moun- 
tain im the land of Moriahfor a hurnt^affering ; and m 
this Jf^orh you may see the nature and manner ef this 
tried^ and aceording to my capacity and experience of 
Mngs, I have explained it throughout^ and it is very en- 
tmrtaimng and tweeting ; and this JTork foUhws on by 
rtdating ofthcfisith of the most holy men ofGod,^ and it 
is well worthy of consideration. 



Mov mj friends, T ha^e by the help of God's grace, given 
ymx & descriptMn of the character of the children of Ood'; but 
we cannot become these blessed characffsrs, except, we ftM 
Wlbre that God is God, and that h^ is a rewarder to them 
that. diligently seek him, through Jesus Christ our Lord ; 
tfaerefibre, for our encouragement this Book is called the Book 
of grace and fiuth: and now speaking offbSth,.my friends. 
Jfuist Aea there appears to me to be an outward historical 
fidth ; Second, there also appears to me to be a common, br 
litf eneral faith, which works by grace ; Thirds and there also 
«pMai:s to Bw to be a special fki&, ^ gi^ce, which conricts 
and conviacesi the soul of sin : and Fourth there also appears 
la me to be assaTing faith, by graces which by the merits of 
Christ, justifieth and sanctifieth the soul ; thereffore, the first 
that I shall endeavour, by the help of God^ to speak of, is the 
outward ^ustarical faidi ; now this &ith' seems t6^ me to be 
something like an hearsay &ith,' or afidth received by tra- 
dition ; but this faith alone cannot do us much good, except 
God makes^it a blessing to our souls ; and so by his grace, we 
tcFf our sins. Now, you may aek some Very wiAed 
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men, if Aiejr beli#Te that there is a God and a Sariour; aticl 
tome of them will ea^, that they do believe that there is a God, 
and that he is merciftil, and that there is a Saviour, and that 
be hath died for sinners : but my fellow sinners, if this faith do 
not lead you to repentance, it cannot save you ; for St. James 
saith. That the devils also believe and tremble, and yet they 
ate not saved. Now the next faith which I shall endeavour, 
by the assistance of God, to speak of, is the common or gene* 
ral faith. Now, my brethren, we must not despise this faith, 
fot I think it is a &ith connected with a spark, or a degree of 
Ood's grace, implanted as a talent in the soul of man^ from 
tfhe fall of Adam ; and no dou^t but what it will do him good, 
if he follow on to know the Lord ; for I perceive that this 
&ith is by the dawn of God's grace, put into the soul of a 
man, to testify that God will have mercy upon him, }f he re- 
penteth, and ibrsaketh his sins; fori believe that there it a 
measure of this faith, through grace, given to every roan to 
profit thereby ; but if he makes no good use of it and neglecta 
to read and pray continually, then it is like hiding his talent 
in the earth, and will do him no more good than an historical 
ikith, and he may die in his sins, and never feel the consolli- 
tion. and the pardonmg love and srace, which the people of 
God enjoy. But he that seeketh, shall find : but if the gospel 
be hid, it is hid to them that are lost. But, my dear f^iendiA, 
this need not be the case with any of us, for tne Lord is not 
* willing that any should perish, as St. Peter saith, but that all 
should come to repentance. (2 Peter iii. 9.) For still there 
i« help in the Lord. For tiow behold the special grace and 
ikith, and call of God, which God by his spirit operates m 
our souk, at some certain times, by the Son of his love. Now, 
' my readers have yon never found this excellent call of God ? 
Now consider, it may be when thou was in the house of God, 
' or it taay be when thou was alone in the field, or it may bfe 
when thou was upon thy bed, i^a the night- season, or perhaps 
' in deep sleep, where no eye saw tliee, but God ; now I say, 
hath not something troubled yov in those seasons concern- 
ing the state of thy immortal soui? What have been the feel- 
ings of thy mind m those seasons ? Have thou never found 
thy miserable state and condition, by sinnmg against God, in 
those seasons ? Oh what was thou afraid of ? What did appear 
fp thy mind? Did not something appear like the burning 
liames? Surely niethinks that thou felt remorse of mind, or 
the^stitags •fa gitrlty conscience, that thou had sinned agai^' 



•o good a God ; nfid perhapi felt something lijbe \b3M giu|g^- 
tion come into your mind, I must ^epeut^.and sedi.salvaujQj^, 
' or else beloist for ever. So it appears, to me that at this sea- 
ton the sinner hath some hope, that is, if he repents and seeks 
for salvation, theie may be a possibility for him to be saved. 
',But, on, the other. hand, it is plainly made known ijipto him, 
that if he do not repent, and seek salvation, he must be 
for ever lost. Kow, I believe this ta.b^ a special call of 
God, which conyinceth the soul of sin, and cautseth him to 
feel conviction. But in this state Almighty God doth not 
leave l\ixn, for he causeth his special orace and faith, and 
that tlirqugh Christ, to come . home to his. soul ; so tb^t he 
' bath sufficient grace and faith to believe, thai if he repents, 
.and prays for mercy, through Christ, he.may be saved. But 
at the same time, he hath a guilty conscience that tells him 
that, if l^e do not repent, and seek for mercy, he must be cast 
away,, or be Ipst for ever. But again, on thi^ other hand, if he 
tak^ the right way, the Lord will bless him with higher de- 
grees of grace and faith;, sufficient, through Christ, to save 
his soul. Therefore, now let me show you, by the grace of 
"God, >vhat saving grace, and saving faith is^ Now, I oelieve, 
that saving grace, and. saving iaith are very elosely con- 
nected ; for how can a man experience- saving. grace, withaut 
saving faith? or how can he experience saving fiuth, withaut 
saving grace ? And it ajjso appears, that there is a erowth ia 

§race and faith, and that by small degrees of God's grace,, 
lat the. pQor sinner is convinced of sin ; and it also causeth 
him to feel conviction, and that, of his guilt. and misery. 
Now, if he take the right W!)y, and humbleth himself before 
Almighty God, with a contrition of Wrt, that is,, a grei(t 
sorrow, by the account of his sins, so that it cnusedi him to 
cry out, saying. Lord have mercy upon n^e, or ,1 perish; 
or, what must I do to be saved? Now, if it be sq with 
him, then God at his good time will surely impart . saving 
gr^ce, and saving faith to his mind ; and thi^j will come 
hand in hand so sweetly together, into the Bosom of his 
soul; and above all, the poor sinner will see by the eye 
of .faith, the bleeding Lamb of God, who hath, suffered ao 
much for the redemption of his soul, so that be can believe 
by f'9,iih, through grace, to the salvation of bis spul — so that 
he pan cry out with joy unspeakable, and say^ Thou art the 
Jlyord my God. Now, my dpar friends, diis.impojrtant work 
jjiQuay. seem bard to some, 16 .come up to this d^gre^ Qf.iSutii 
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and grace, buttfas.wlay toLobtain it k'bjr prayei-/i« the^lKngtk 
o£ the Lord tiij God.i But nowfoo fuvther satisfa^tibii to 
senui, I ^otiid. direct your minde, to my little Book called 
Ckrisf$ Cmn/ort to his Peojfde; and there you may find aomef 
exceUent lines wrote down, which bx% adapted rery enitable 
to this purpose. But now my brethwn, we must not be dis- 
couraged^ uor dismayed, no more than we can heipi if we do 
not r^ze this blessed spirit of grace and^&ith always to snch 
a high degiiee in< our souls^ after we ^rst receive it; for we 
nmy eacpect very sharp tvials alter it: for this I know by- ex- 
perience^ And agidn, I can see it very plain in the word- of 
God ; I do not wish to speak flattenng words 0o-any, neither 
do I wish to deceive any, by puffing them up with vaili 
liopes^ and see my Book called The Trials €^ the Miff hfeoita.^ 
I^«w hear what th^ wise m)in saitb, My son, saith he, if thou 
come to serve the Lord, prepat:e thy soul for temptation^ fbi^ 
gold is tried in the iire andi acceptable meH' in the fui4iace of 
adversity, (see the Apoc. to Eocl. 2.'— see Matt* iv. 1 — ^ 
Tim. iii. 12.— 1 Peter, iv 12.— -Rev. iii. 10. and vii. 14.) 
Bat our blessed Lord will not suffer us to be tried ot liempted 
more than we are able to beai, and if we look to him h^ wilt 
surely make a way £6r our escape. And again, my brel^iren, 
bear wisdom^ it is said of her at the first, If a man Commit; 
himself unto iier, he shall inherit her, and his generation dhalf 
hold her in possession, for at the first she will walk^itb him, 
by crooked ways, and brin^ iSsar and dread np&n kfm, and 
torment him with her discipline^ until she may trust his soul, 
4md try him by her laws, then will she return tlvd straight? 
way unto him, and comfort him, and>shew>him her secrets; 
l^ut if he go wrong, she will forsake him, and give him^ over 
tA his own ruin. (Apoc. to Eecl. iv. 15.) So you see,' my- 
^eads, we are as it were, in a state of probation on the eardi ; 
i>ut my bi^eliKren, our^ blessed Lord will not leave nif in tbose 
trying -seasons, but if we look toliim, he will surely come 
agaiia, and comfort us. And hear again, * birethren, ^i^t 
St. James saith, Blessed is the man that endureti^ temptation,' 
for when he is tried, he shall reeeive the crown of life, whrcfe- 
the Lord hath: promised to them that love him. (see chap; 
L) Therefore my beloved brethren, seeing tilM^se things 
sxe BO, let uis be careful so that we hold &st our first love. 
And now my readers^ I will, by the grace of God, endeavour 
ta show yoa s€cae>excdlent passages of Scripture, eoneern^g 
llie fiwth'of ' the ehildfen of &dd, or Of the holy men pf 6«di' 
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TJifwgb groce> by 'Mtk ftnd love, Abel ofifered up to Ood tfa« 
iiie anid the'fut, of this firstling of. his dddi, and this was an 
^x/ceU^t sacrifice, for hie being a smnerby the fall. Now^ 
tbU,82(Qrifice sets forth his repentance^nd io^re, and throtigfa 
filitblo^ implores Godls mercy ^ which is by a mediator betwe«ii 
God and inaos and it also shows us^ that he was willing to 
give.un|i^.God all bis love, and the desire of his souU and God 
apQeplad U, -aiiid by this acceptaneeiy it is a token of God*s love 
tow^irds us, in giving, of in the offering up of his beloved 
Spi?, a{i a sacrifioe for our sins. (Gen. iv. 4.-*Heb. xi. 4.) 
Apd again, it; also appears that Enoch was a good man, and 
that by faith, throiigh grace^ he walked with his God, three 
l^VMEidred years after he had begat Methuselah, and he was not : 
for God took him, and that by faith through the ^race of Christ 
^ everlasting glory. (Gen. v. 22. — ^see the Apoc. to £ceh 
xliv, 16. and Heb. xi. 5.) Now the next thing is, which I 
Qhall endeavour, by the help of God, to direct your attention 
io, that is, of. the trial of Abraham^s faith: now Abraham was 
a pofeinof mu<$h feith, and he beheved in the Lord; and he 
eounJt^djitto him for righteousness. (Gen. xv. 6.) Now, 
Abraham had believed that the Lord, would multiply his seed 
as thetstKrs. of heaven, yet at' the same time, Sarah his wife 
h^d<not bare him any seed, and there was a space of timeft. 
wherej^y:it seems that Abraham. Was somewhat tried concern^ 
i^g. tfa^ pf otnised. seed, but at the set time, in which God had 
qpoken' of, Sarah Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in 
his .9ld age, .and,Abraham called his'name Isaac ; therefore me- 
tjiir^s that.wheo Abraham .beheld his son that he rejoiced in 
tb^.t^if^xdoftheXord^ and praised the God of his salvation ; 
^H^t^till .'Abraham's faith was to be tried methinka as much 
as^his^ Po thou love thy God beat,. or do thou love thy son 
b(^!?. tNfi^ doubt but what Abraham loved his son much, but 
hic[,lpve w.aS) stronger than death to his God, and he loved 
l^m^in i?e|eren0eito all things. But now Abraham's love and 
fj^ith, m^ttt be. pi*oved : Abel offered .nip to the Lord the first* 
ling;tpf hifl^tftopk^.biit Abraham "^as commanded of his God, 
t^ ofier,upihJ8 ozily,' beloved .son Isaac, for a burnt offering, 
hi^, eve;n.he, whomhe had received as the promised seed. 
An,d W^> tbie word, of God < runs thus^ and it is said that after 
tjiese^ thiags, that Godl. did, tempt Abraham, and said unto 
lii)^,, Ahraham, and hesaid««6ehpld here I am, and he said, 
Tf^ now thy Aon^ thine only aonlsaac^ w>hom> tiion lovest, 
ahd getc^he^ into, the laud of ^Mooiah^ and ofier him theare for 



& burnt' cffemxg, tipon onei «f the>nlbimtoiitii'%htt;h I'lnll^^l 
tlieebf, (G*n. xx. 1.) But hiy fcfrethren, I finid that this 
passage, or shibject of Scripture, is of such grfeat1iftpottati<^; 
tiiai it halth mt^de me tn^mbte,' anil put ttie to my straits, fd^ 
ftar that I should write any thing down, that wotild ofibnd 
my God. O, I praythat thou will keep mb from «*i*orO LohJ; 
mo that I may add nfothing to thy word that iis wrong,' neither 
let me diminish nor > take away from thy word any 'thing 
v^hich is right,- for to ^flfeiid thee, O Lord, in this -work; and 
thbt willingly and wilftally,- 1 believe that it would be tt^'tlrt 
peril of my life, and everlasting deatnictiort. Thou krio^est^ 
O Lord, my de%ire, and tJiat is, that I rarfy refcelv^ jgrttce ft^ 
thee, so that I ihay irrite'down- the truth acco^drog to 'tfej^ 
word, and nothing btft the trutil, and that for thy glory^ tthd 
the good of souls; Md tiiy''e4eFllA8tingr happih^ss, through 
Jesos ChrifSt ^^ir Lord:-^A«d^n6Vir' spe3iiiig'of Abr^ilam', '*nd 
Retrial of his ikHh,' it-is ^aid, that God did tempt Abrahki<i(k: 
Now my friends, I must speak as I am taught by thte spirit of 
God; whattoeverothers believe, I beliieve this; that'the tertp^ 
ta«ion which God Suffered to toioe upon Abraham, was rievw 
designed, nor intended by God fdf his hurti but a great dte*l 
more on the other hand, and that was for the e&(tab)ishmiHfkt 
of his faith, love, and affection, and fbt^ a victory over' -#ifi 
and' Saftan ; and fbr an example of obedienoe by fai^h, thro/ikg'h 
grdkoe to all generations. Tnerefore I believe that G6d^s pur- 
pose i» this, jwas fdr good, although it tnay appear urito'u^, 
somewhat like a temptation ; but St. Jam^s saith, iL^t ^^oihah 
say when he is tempted, I am tempted of 'God,f6r God fcani 
not be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any msfr tb'do 
evil: Therefore my friends, I believe that this temptfeitiotf, 
which came tipon' Abraham, was no tnorei thanf a trial 6f iih 
JHiith, love, and obedience on God's part; and yet at the sarrie 
time, it may be called a temptation ; but accdrding'to liriy Ite^wi. 
ledge of the Old and New Tedtume^t, it appeats tO'itie,'fHit 
Satan had some hand in it ;• so. I really believe that Gcid't ^ur^ 
ppse ki this was fbr Abraham'^ 'pi'ofit kind everlasting glpijr, 
and the good of souls ; and on the other hand, I belffevfe^ilkt 
the devil'^s purpose was for his ftlH, and everlastiftg 'destruc- 
tion, and the ruin of itoulsj and- the teason why I 'cnteff^lft 
BUch an opinion as thi!^ is because I see that the devil had d'hsiid 
in the trials of the people ofGodj in almost all ages of', the 
wotld ; for we see that he had a hand in trying our fiNt pEii4^ 
Adam, when he^ was in ^ pure state in the garden of Ed'to^ 
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and :by /his BubtU^». hetwiaeth htm lafallawaf Acm tha«om- 
XQAnid of his God into sin, and from thstt time we are become 
pirobatioxiBiB on the earth. (Gen. iii. ]<) And again, in 
another place, where it saith, The anger of the Lord was kin* 
died against Israel, and he moved David (gainst them, to say, 
Go/number Israel andfJudah. And noir it appears that by so 
4oiiig, that David committed a great sin : now perhaps some 
may have hard thoughts against God,] concerning this thiog, 
and say that The Lord moved ]]|ayid to do this thing, and 
t^n charged him as a sinner fbi; so-doing. (2 Sam. xxiv. 1.) 
Now if there was no other passage of Scripture to explain this, 
then there perhaps may be a great argument about it, to know 
^]Bir it was, but there is anower passi^ of Scripture^ which 
mielkes it appear clear unto us howit^wsis^ andi-that we may 
fin4 in the 1 Chron. xxi. I. And tber^ ijb is.said,. And Sats»i 
stood up against Israel, and provoked David'to ^aumber Israeh 
so wie see here that Satan had a hand in this thing, althou^ 
God committed it to be, but God's designs are always for 
good, but the devil's are always for evil ; but at the same 
timeif this was a different trial to that of Abraham's, for his 
wasi a trial of faith, Ipvei, and obediei^ce ; but this of David^s 
atems like a trial or a temptation to pride : and we- also see in 
l^npthisr place, that bow Satan stood up to move God against 
id^bteous Job, but in this heavy triad of Job's, Salan pre- 
vailed not. And againi we see that how$atai^ wasipermitled 
to tampt the beloved Son of Grod in the wilderness, and who 
can teM wl^at his {urecious soul underwent in those ^ryaag 
days andihours? And now my friends, we see plainly that 
t^< devil had some hajad in those trials and temptations, and 
"^ho can tell what there is passing between God and the de* 
.vil, in the times of our temptations. Now^ I do not take upon 
myself to ;iiay, that the devil had any thing to do in that trini 
^Ab|rabfM»'s, but according to what I cm see of things^ I 
think .inost ^ikel^ he hadf fprif it was<iiol^ for sin.^nd.S^n, 
then 2 think our trials anid temptations^ wpuld; be but little : 
hut for- further satisfaction, ^ee my little Book called, Temp" 
Ration f or the Trials of the R^htfiQu^ 
• ,And now. speaking of Abr£^m,ri^nd the.tria^'Of hi^ &i4h; 
now who can tell his grief, and the thpi^ts, and the siprrow 
which per^ps took pkce in his soul at that tim^; itpeihaps 
may , be, according to my serious thongbts and seAectiom;, that 
Abraham was almost astonidtied, with great surpi:ise and woU" 
%vat this ftrict ^command of G^d^ j^is tfaeuj^its-ma^peiv 
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hii|i» be iwtPfttfiing Ukt ihk-^ must I offcnr lip my oi^ ios 
wB&ch €rod bath given me, which is so near, sod dear unto 
me? Yes^ I jmust and will obey the command of my God ; 
tat I have oensented to give unto him, all my sours desire^ 
but although this be die case wilh God and my ^oul, yet ait 
the same time, O how can I take a knife to slay my 'lei?elf son 
Isaac ? And how can I make it known unto Sarah his moiher 9 
and if I do not make it known to his mother, O what wtUhite 
Baother do when we are gone, and when Inetum agaiuy if her 
eon be not with me ? O will not it bring her sorrowing to tine 
fi»ave ? atid how can I return again and tell her what I hare 
3oBe? And it maybe, that he grieved like Jacob his grandi- 
8OQ4 saying, All thisse things are against me, but nevevthselees 
1 will go according to the command o£ my God, and if I be 
beraaittd of my chiid, I am bereaved; and methinks>that 
Abraham had much need to cry oat and say. Lord ihetieae^ 
my faith, for. thou knowest that by thy grace, I have afore* 
times believed in thee, and thy promises have not failed, but 
they have been made mani&st before mine eyes, until this 
time, therefore by thy strength I will freely go smddo«ccord^ 
ing'to thy word, and I will keep nothing back from thee, it 
may be that the Lord will provide. (Heb. xi. 17.) For the 
liord gave, and it is his right, when he se^thgood, to take 
&9my: and blessed be the • name- of the Lord. (Job i. (21») 
IfoMTy it is not to be found here, whether Abraham told Sarah 
]»s.wife any thing doncerniitig this trial before he went-^>*^MM>* 
habkr he did not; for she being the wealcest vessel, pei&pii 
the JLordidid not. suffer this trial to come upon her untiltbey 
.bmh came back together, and then perhaps they told mnib 
Jier.the eonlients of all; for it may be tha^ she thought tinet 
her trial wasi edough that they were gone so long before ' ithey 
jieluilQed h^oneagain^ for theplace where Gbd had commanded 
•Aibmham^to offer up his son, was afar off; for it .w«(suplM'« 
fiuotrntatn, in ti». land of (Moriah ;• and it appears to fne, i^ I 
laaistake not, to bensar oipon a- week's journey^ that is, Utei^ 
4Bd back again^ so that I think that Abrahany bad miioh'to 
(reflect upon l^ the way.: but although' his trial was '^esd, 
juidlhe jouidiey twas &t, yet it appears that Abraham Wde tte> 
delay; for I tibink, perhaps, that this command of 'God was 
^^Uito him intheriiight watches, €^ in a visionof the mris^-; 
andiAhraham toseiup early in the momhag, and eaddledhis 
fffSflaiid took twoof his young men with him,and'l8aachis SCM, 
4mAio}mw the wdad»for the hilrnt-ofieritig, UjnArOBtn^^ ^tusA 
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want unto ^e pkceof Which God had told fabn;- then.oti the 
third day, Abraham lift up his eyes, and 4amr. th&ple)c€J a;for 
9£ Now it doth not appear that he told his young-m^n, but 
very littleabout it, no. other than that he and his aoa were go- 
ing to. >Yt)rship, and (to come again; and Abraham skid unto his 
youi^ men, Abide you here vith the ass^and I and the lad 
will go yonder and worship, and comfe again to you ; asd 
Abraham. took' the wood of the burnt^oflSering, and laid- it 
upon Isaac his son ; and he took the fire m his hand, and a 
k^ife^ and they went both of them togethep; and Isaac spake- 
ufiitd Abraham Ms father, and said, My fi<hen. And he said. 
Here am I, my son; and he aaid. Behold the tire and the ^mood; 
hvii where is the lamb for the bumt*offering ? Now it oppcmrs 
that the Lord did not suffer this trial to come much ^tipoia 
laiiac- until the very last .extreme,', and then it was ) soon lOver, 
lecJie being youngs and in tender yeaors^ his« t^alawasnot 
yet fully come upon him, therefore his. father made to. ^ him 
thiisjrepiyfor.his encouragement, and said, My son, God will 
provide himself a lamb for a bumt^offefing ; • and we cannot 
tell how many more comfortiable words his fitther said to Mm e 
so. they went both of them together, andmethinka that Abmw 
hiun prayed almost every step that he went, and theycaine to 
the place which God'hiad told him of, hnt itaeem&tha^ Abra^ 
bAm saw ) too lamb for a burnt-offering, but his only belpved ^ 
ion, and Abraham built an altar thecre, and laid: the wood' in 
jsnaieVf but still never a lamb to be* seen for a.burnt-offenogi, 
b^t hjiaonly dear eon, and the voice of God seems still ; surely 
loaethinksthat it made his flesh and Ms heart tremble'; and he 
iboond Isaac his son, and laid him on die altar upon die^wood, 
:aiid still . it appears that there was no ilamb to be 8een> for fa 
bumtroffering, but hia only 'dear son. And> now' my deaf 
imnds, one would think tiuut Abraham's eyes gdsfaed out 
.with water, and his heart and sonl paiited £or:helpy fromiMe 
God oS his salvation; now we cannot tell in l^is- sharp trii^ 
what words was passing between the** father- and the 4on^iit 
may be that Abranam gave Isaac some very comfortable wcnrds 
conoemii^ God'siall'-sufficieat help, and that if he did' die in 
thisrighteoils work, or act, God was able to raise him up aigahsy 
QT/it may be, that he told Mm in this extreme trial, thatiGvd 
aurely would' provide. Now, I have seen it, weie it as.bee& 
said, that Isaac was near twenty-five years old at that^time, 
ax^ if he was at tMs age, then he was a stronff lad, or a yoaw 
iman, and it may be thought, that if hehadbeensommded. 
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Im might have gveady'resiEMed against his hand, bui it upk 
pears that he dra not, but was obedient to his will, and Abra* 
hmn stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay hit 
ison : for it seems that he saw nothing but his son, jet ph>- 
3irided for a burnt offering : O methinks that the eyes of these 
holy souk looked one upon another with anguish, love, and 
affectioti ; O who can tell their filings, when two loving souls 
were in a trial like this ? And again, it may be perhaps that 
Abraham had these feeling, if I slay my son, O how then 
can I stand by the fire, and see his dear iiesh consumed ? and 
methinks that he had such a feeling for him, so that had it 
been God's will, then I think that he would freely have died 
ih his son's stead, like unto David in that case of nis son Ab* 
salom, when he said, my son Absalom, my son, my son Ab- 
i^lOm, would God I had died for thee, Absalom my son, my 
son. But at the same time, this was a different case, to that 
of Absalom's, for perhaps David thought, or was afraid that 
Absalom was unfit to die, but it was not so with Abraham, 
concerning Isaac, for he was a blessed, and a beloved soul, 
in the sight of God ; but still every tender parent feels fbr 
his child. But now I repeat these aforesaid words again, and 
Abraham stretched forth nis hand, and took the knife to slay 
hi& ton : and now I must allow that Abraham's trial was very 
^relil, but his faith, and his love surmounted, and surpassed 
It, for his love tp his God was stronger than death, therefore 
methinks in the very last extreme trial, that his soul, heart, 
and lips, may perhaps move within him, and say something, 
like this, thy will be done Lord, therefore I deliver him up 
to thee, and into thine hands I commit his body and spint, 
and rtsimember me O Lord for good. And now 1 repeat these 
^O^s once more, and Abraham took the knife to slay his son^ 
but behold how the guardian angel watched him, and stayed 
his httnd, andihe angel of the Lord called unto him out of 
heaven, and 'said Abraham, Abraham, and he said. Here am I^ 
and he said. Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thoit 
any thing' tinto him, for now I know that thou fearest GM, 
seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from mej 
And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked ^ and beheld b^ 
hind him, a ram caught in a thicket by his horns, and AbrtrJ 
ham* went and took the ram', and offered him up for a burnt-* 
dfi^ing, in the stead of his son, and surely methinks that 
i^ifh God and Abraham, loosed and released his son, thaf 
Ihey embraced each other with love, andi wejpt for joy, end 



f^i9$^ ihp. God of th^ir salvsition. But this 19 wU ^Ik ffA: 
i^iftpgel of the Lord called \int(^ Abrahaaa. Out of hea^ven t|k^ 
H^q^tiixiet and said. By ipygelf haye I swom, saiilb the Lotdt 
fpr.hQcause thou hast done this things 9nd haat nqt iirithhdd 
thjf.^Qn, thine only son, thfit iu/bks^ing^I will hl€i99 thee^ 
f^nd in multiplying,. I will multiply thy 8«^, as the- stew of Ul^ 
heaven, and as the sand which is upon the seashore; and tbj 
fu^ed jshall posftQs^ the gjate oi his en^mies^ baci^uaj^ wh^i) he w«» 
proyod he wa& found faithful ; And in thy seed, saith the.angri 
of the Lord i^hall all the nations of the earth ,he blessed; .he<- 
patiae, thou has t obeyed my voice* (Gen. xjtii.) Ai^dnQw 
we see here ipy friends, that there wa$ love for love, as niiuch 
lis. if the ]U)r4 had. said to Abraham, Thou hast given ni^ all 
thy love that thou can^t, therefore my Son, for thy son; I did 
UQt propose nor intend to force th^e tO' offer up thy son,, but 
only iBks.a proof pf thy faith, repentance, love, and obedienpe^ 
therefore because thou bast obeyed my voice, aud hast not 
withheld thy only son from me; neither will I withhqld 
mine only beloved Son from thee* but I will freely suffer hm 
to be offered up for tbee, and not for thee only, but for the aims 
of the whple world;, and iu thy seed, that is.to.soy, in Chricft« 
shall ^11 the natipns of the earth be blessed, because thpu hftst 
obeyed my vpice ; and he that l<?Yeth me, I will love hilt), 
8'jE^th the Lord, a^dhe that aeeketh. me^arly. shrill fipd iw« 
Aud again, I should think that it was likely that Abraham, 
ajid his: son li^aac returned back again with.gretit comfort an4 
joy, a^ praised the God of heaven^ and miethiidis that wh^u 
they returned home again, that Abraham tofldSarih th$ con* 
tents of ajl, and how that God had wrought out tbeijir.salv«tiP9> 
8ind no doubt, methinks but what h@< bad a happy mee^tiug.'of 
prayer aud rejoicing with his hou^h<^. And i|low^I,4/9 
not think that Abraham ever ha^.a, tifial to.h^ compitr^d tO 
this afterward, fot God saw that it. was enough. And:»0W t 
belieye tl^^t the sum and substanpf^of.allV to be this, Jiimi 
^brahacA overcome by the righ^^ou? Wood of the Iiaqab^ 
who. was slain from /die foundatiQU of the wodrld,: and, I 
b^liev^ that there was a measure of the: graee of Christ 
imparted or. given to every man from that tim^e, to profit 
thsreby. And this is what I call anQommion or general gt^ark 
and faith; and I believe that it >9: man's talent, and.thift in 
yfi^i Abraham made good use of;: ^nd by so dpiug, ,h«: .WAft 
pifOinoteJ or advanced to. higher d^fie^s oif gra€», mi k«j» 
^n ^janjplej or > pattern, of faith* love, a»d'.obedifliip^ to 
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toy, 4h«t Atoa^m W^% a ii»ftirWcJ^.,p!9§sj^^^cl.i#. mofill ftTftflf 
9Ad faflb, «Q thiit ftftf Irkl w^y We ba^ btf*Ti^ry4it*teieftf^ 
on bisrsiim) ; 'but fny r^nderSyif I[kB9W 9)^y tbil^ aboju^tii^l^ 
I do ncft Ihiak tb«it it wm so with Abrafaaii), for \ 4Mnk tl^f^ 
Abrabitei enjoyei^ « higher degree Qf (jpsaoa and ft^tlfi '&99 
God, beforiebifi trinl ^wpo^ on, 994 after biq trifil^^a oiiffr^tj^ 
lie did in the midst of hi* tri^J % biiit vetat (h^ 39ine^iniB| i^ 
is ta«ay, in! the nHd.at, pf hia Itria]^ j d^H.^.v^. tliat b^ bad «vliy 
cicnt grace and ftilh^rcftn Qod^ to s^^ai^l^his j rx>i|pdi-iiut,l2^H^ 
fob. mnoh ; aUd \ wifiUy.beli^Vft tb^lt Abrpl?acR Xi^ 9pieqic>jjf4 
lioFe.oflhe lovft rfG^, wd feib =i|»^bi$i^pi4fkt4M Ji-ipifll 
bc£bre tbiahejutyf trial ^ome njw>i| him* «ven vbia© bfl l^W^yw 
in the Londi ai)d bc'coiUHed it,tQlM.ra.|bff itgWp^^SSffi %# 
he did in the mid^t' of bi^ trials- And ^g^in, I bfliei^e V^A\^ 
enjoyed ahore Qfitbe«r^eandjfei|fe qf.Qiid in bip/?^i{)j afii^ 
the trial Vi'tbat wa^jwb^ the angflloof tbg Jf^pg^ ffiUe4' Wft 
him out ef beaven apd ^9i4« Lay sot tbii^e Mn4 npw ^^^ .^bi4b 
vcfidier do tionjeny . thing nntp him. ^ Apd.%g?!u>,,,wh^'ift| 
angel 'manifested wiffb g^ tWing« iin*P'6iiWt;. aflw> J WipWI 
ibat be enjoyed mbr^ of thi$ gr^c^ and fi|itb of .'@pd ii) his ^^i^ 
after the trial. M^i^ over, when 6od 00m^|^ed-,bi9>M.u^:jb9 
did wbed betod* fch? knife tp slay bi#^9^ ; j^d npw; Vpf^f Hq 
ingrfioih ttty o^n e^pci(rienc0>. \ tbbk I ^^n wy» thatf it for.l^ 
peneraLpart, bate enjoyed more^f rti^ gr^e^n^ %jth of.fif (^ 
ni my doiil, before n.tei^^pttfition, ^nd ^f^e? a tepvpt^^ipRv Hi§^ 
«?er I did in ■ Ibe mida^ ef ^ tempijttion ; but K W ftU fc^(/J 
teniptaJtinn^iit aaio our fbfipi0i.^ni4'PftAntii]^, c^^ise^n/^^ 
and sdrroW;.bitt(if ireit>yekrceine ^pip> 60^ will b^^^^ u;^, aji^ 
be will exalt v» bigheir |tnd bibber; Hev .W>. i>o^ if t^n 
eokne tbfaetiie tbe Laifd^by [b^.f. bek),^-jg'ep^|e |l|y Soul |i)f 
teaiftatite/for gold j^.trieq'in the j&ve, i^qd acceptal^l^ '^p;^. 
ini ihefaBn^Qe.of/adyerpity; (ApQC. to Ep»c^ «• J^.-nJ^; 
FetBi..iv* IJ.) And'nw. my beloved breifep^n, seeing tl^^ 
things are.ao, h^% U8 |l|#n hq^ldfest .q^ut .^itb h^ ^e XprQn ^ 
letna ficbt^fegeinst wi^untiiwe fftifri'l^ tfer^gj^.i^e fele^fip. , 
Bale tntht«it)^,. and tiben it r^eiirb^ #1J feitb,.j5vei w4^ht|t 
iiri WB 8bUl«eohiro «# hn \%, A94 ^^.m^:^^ ^^^^\ihi 
thsrenm^ be^a ^reat d^^l tiipri9,v«^id.iewfeW9&ig»BfiS SWt 
ftitfa, \iA M feariofi being top|edfp^^;t0 ^iy:rta4e|S,^:Jfl^epf}^ 
thardfare;.as.f(atfov», ftOrW aafe fer^^ »%^ J. p|j|;/5ibjiy ^^i,[^^. 

ae»«nark. thiai th^Vi^ ^^^lAik J^i.mf^¥^P&^Vx P^C; 
ftiA; Iid94tt«'b<^ as In'^f aajlr oan/{ yet at \^^^0.{tim^^ | 



iA^mtfwmckt^ tliat grlKse is theb^giriing of faith In the tfotd of* 
man, fot* without grace W6 canaot do anjfthin^ that is good. 
And now for further isatisfaction concei^mng faiih, m^fneilds, 
«ec for yotir«elve8 what St. Paul saith of it, in Heb. xi. And 
>we ako ftee in another place, that by 'faith how Joshua and 
Caleb took possession of the land of Canaan ; but on the otHer 
l^and, the feerfVil and unbelievers affcer they had broiigbt up 
«h evil repdrt of the land, was not suilered to enter therein. 

£Tum. xiiiv 30! xiy. 6 24. — Josh. xiv. 6.) Therefore my 
loved brethreti, let us Jiray for 'faith in 'Christ, so that we 
teay be able to enter itiio ihe land of his rest: And again,'b}r 
Ailh; fighteotis Job' said,' I know that my Redeemer liveth, 
tthd that he shal! stand at the latter day upon the earth. And 
thx^u^jh after mr skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh 
rftall^ isee Gddr. (Job xix. 25.)' And there we must ail ap- 

Eiar to give anaccotint of the deeds done in the body, and 
enl it will be seen by our fVuits, what our fajth hast been. 
And bleated be the €h>d of our i^lvation ; and to the true and 
ftithful, saith the Psalmist, this God is our God for ever 
iind eVer : he will be our guide, even Unto death. (Psafan. 
xlyhi. }4») 'And in faith, he saith again, in God is my sal- 
vation; and rtiyklory : the; rock of my strengh, and my refuge 
is in God. (^alm Ixii. 7.) And hear again by' fiith and 
prace, what assurance the Church hath in Christ, My beloved 
iB n^ine, and I am his. And again saith the Church, By faiih 
I am my beloved's and his desire is towards me. (Solonion*i 
^ngs ii. 16, 1 7, 10.) ' And that we may all pray that we 
may have faith and love in Christ, for to have faith in Chriflt, 
ib ableissed t^ing, for b^ fkitJi in him, the blind received their 
sight. (Matt. ix. 29.> And by faith in Christ he cast oat 
devils. (Matt XV. 26, 8, 16.) And by faith he raised the 
dbad to life. (Matt. ix. 18, 23.— John xi.) And healed 
all manner of diseases abiong the people. And now seeinff 
t^t faith is so very needfdl, well nVay theApostSas say, Lord 
increase otir faith. (Luke. xvii. 5.) O Lord, I pray theein^ 
ci^se my fiiith, so that I may believe in thy word, aind write 
it^down m truth. And no^ b.hold what faith and ilove St 
Paul had in Christ,' and how willing he was to suffer for hii 
Ldh], an4 maister : noTir it appears that he had done much good, 
and iiid sufi^red much for theiakeof Otirist,yet'he axpecled 
thit hB was to sufl^t more for Hit sake ;'for when he was about 

aVeium to fib np-to^Je^hsalen^/hrsbrethreh would have dis- 
aded him vr^m going up to J^rusal#m, for they werekfrtid 
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thttbewould be 4ii 'great danger of leeiog tils life, btii Sfthil 
Pa6l i70uki not be oitsnaided, beeaif«e hit faith and ll^veulti 

Christ wasiike Abrahanv^g^ it was stronger tifan deaths tfaeeef . 
fore he said unto them. What mean you to wee^'snd to bi^ak 
mine heart? For I am ready not t9 be bound onlj^ but altn 
to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus. (Acts xxL 
13.) So we see that Abraham's faith and love, and St. Paul's 
fiiith and love to their Lord, was stronger than death, for by 
faith and grace they willingly gave him all their love, which' 
was stronger than death, and they, overcome by the blood of 
the lamb. For in the world, saith* our blessed Lord, ye shall 
liave tribulation: but'be of fifood cheef; I have overcome the 
world. (John xvi. 33.) And again, Saint Paul was blest 
with saving grace and faith from the Lord, for he was blest 
with faith, and the lov« and favour of God, to such a degree, 
that after ^reat part of his labour, he had this faith and con- 
fidence in bis God, and said, Tlie Lord shall deliver me from 
every evil work, and will preserve me unto bin heavenly king- 
dom : to whom be glory for ev^r and ever. Amen. (2 Tim. 
iv, 16.) And again, For whatsoever is born of God over- 
cometh the world : and this is the victory that overcometh 
the world; even our faith. (I John v. 4.) Therefore 
my beloved brethren, I entreat you to make your prayers to 
God, with what faith thou hast already obtained, so that you 
may have more faith in abundancif to the saving of your souls. 
Now faith is the substbntse of things hoped ibr, the evidence 
of things not seen. (Hebrews xi. 1.) Therefore my 
brethren, be not faithless, because the Lord H in heaven, and 
we are upon the earth ; be not faithless I say, becaiuse of this, 
but believe, and your reward shall not fail. And again, we 
i;ead that Thonias was hard to believe in his Lord after bis 
Tgmvssctitmy until he had seen him : and now bear what Ins 
Lord saith unto him because of his incredulity aftex that hi 
had seen him, Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou 
hast seen me, thou hast believed : blessed are they that have 
not seen, and yet have believed. (John xx. 29.) And now 
my dear friends, all you that would wish to realize and sup- 
port this most holy 'faith as a truth in your souls, I would ad- 
vise you to follow after these ^holy exsunples, and be careful 
so that you maintain good works ; for that faith which a man 
seemeUi to have without works, is no more than an historical 
faith, it is nearly dead being alone. (St. James ii. 17.) 
Bnt^his nros^holy gr«tie and faith- wfitch* 1 hav^ ht^r .ippHkibsr 



<tf, U of the i^raoi Vf QM.^n^ it ifiH mt |firr.> WiMrwift 
tiMmi that ane atwayi addicted .or LQcUned tojdo ^vU; J>^ 4 
. vf»Ul dwelt with the rightfious for eyer and eVer . Amea. > 
■ ' And this ixiost iioiy gcaoe and faith ticmftivaes exciteciy aD4 
ii^s his soul up to atieh' a high degree of faith/ joy, and love^ 
ib that it makw him ready to aiiigthis aong, aa follows ^-^> 



THE CHBISTIAN'S FAITH, 
Al^D ^IIS CONFIPEKCE IK CHRIST. 

"through ^race and faith may I gu ou, 
Tilk I reach that Uest eternal land ; 
Kot hell's design, nor Satan's too 
Shikll pluck xn^ from the waj I go, 

rU cast lay »oul*» right anchor the re, 
Upon my Lord is all my care, 
rU hid' the w<jHd below adieu^ 
To my sweet Saviour I will gu. 

For thou will a|l my vrnnta i^upplj'. 
On thy sweet grace will X rely. 
To part from thee, no, never uiore, 
' ^or go astray a^ !'?• done beforir. 

B^t there wkh |hee ha evjer biUst« 
'In th}| sweet arms of endless rest. 
There t^y dear people we shall see, 
Atid all that heaven cbntains by thee. 



Bv^t observe thux'e above verses — that i«, acs long #8 the Christian abiiJetJi 
as a branch in Christ, the. vinej'he halb this> eoBfi<l«DO« ; bat If -hc^ abi4iftilff 
iiM a« 4 bvanth Ia- Christ, he it rati fovth and witJifsieii.*-* I <7iil>a xifv 
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FUUnTED »!' J. PlCXBUHii. XKW BOA0, ArltLESftUfiV, 



BOOK THE 1 WENTY-FIRST. 



Jlie fervent Prayer of the Righteous availeth much. 



In this Book you may find inany of the most excellent 
and fervent prayers proceeding outnfth^e mouthy or from 
the very essence of the soulof tJie most Holy M en' of God i 
and the effects ihaeof and the blessed help of their God 
which they obtained thereby^ There is also the prayer of 
Hannah set forth in this Book^ which prayer is for an 
exam f fie to the female sex to copy after ; and it also ends 
with the Author'' s prayer for Victoria, our most Gracious 
Queer ^ and for our Country^ and all tJie World: and 
this JFork is very good and profitable for every family ; 
for by prayer and obedience^ and pleading the merits €^ 
Christy through gracCy we obtain salv^tion^ 



In my little Books, by the grace of God, I have shewed you 
the goodness of- God, and the plan of salvation by our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the beauty ot religion ; but this will all avail 
us litile 01- noihin j;, withou» fervent prayer through Christ 
to God Almighty for his grace and blessing; theieiore this 
Book is called ihe Book ot prayer, and an excellent Book it 
is, most worthy of your meditation, ibr in this Book you may 
see where to tiud some of the most excel lent prayers proceeded 
out of the mouth of the mo&t Holy Men of God, and the 
blessed help wnich th<-y obtameJ of God by prayer, which is 
a gi\at tncourageuientfor us to follow their steps. Now, 
fervent prayer to God,- is a longing desire of the soul after 
somelh.ng chat it wants, to make it easy and happy, and the 
poor humble soul cannot be happy until it knows that his 
prayer is lieard at the ihrrne of grace. Ye thac fear the Lord, 
waic for his mercy, and go notaade lest ye falh Ye that fear 
the Lord, beheve hiin, and your levvard shall not fail. Ye 
that lear the Lotd, hope for good, and Ibreverlasting joy and 
mercy. And my friends look^ at the generations of old, and 
see did ever any trust in the Lord and was confounded ? or 
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tiMmi that ane atwayi addicl«U .or inclined iojdo evU; loHil if 

.vf»iH dwell with tlK -rightfious for eyer anii eVer. Amen. ' • 

And this nH>9t i)(Hy gcaoe a»d faith ticnietisaes excitefi^ au4 

ii^s his soul up to atieh' a high (iegree of f^th/joy, and love^ 

M> that it makw faini ready to aiiigthidaong, aa follows: — '^ 



THE CHBISTIAN'S FAITH, 
Al^D ^MS CONFIPEKCE l>^ CHRIST; 

Tbrough ^race and faith m^y I go on, 
TiU I reavh that Uest eternal land ; 
Kot heli*8 design, nor Satan't too 
Shikll pluck m^ from the waj I go. 

I'll cast wy sour< right anobor th<!re. 
Upon my Lord is all my care', 
rU bid' the world below adieus 
To my »w*et Savi<mr I will •g». 

k> . 
For thou will a|l my wnptff supplj^ 
. . Oq thy sweet grace will | rely. 

To part from thee, no, never ufore, ' 
' ^Or go astray a^ I've done be fort. ' 

But there with (hee ha ever IjUsi, 
"In lb}] sweet arms of endless rest^ 
There t^y dear people we shall see, 
Attd all that heaven cbntains by thW. 



B^t observe tho^e above verses — that is, sfs long ^s fheChrfstJan Abiy^tii 
as a branch in Christ, Ihe.vinel'be halhthisicoB^leoee; butSf •hi^iHiislhf 
BM aa 4 tvaoeh fai- Christ, be i'a ratt fovth and withfite4.-^| ^i^^iiiv 
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FHllSTEi) »V J. PlCXaUHH, XEW &OA0, A(1<LE$BcU|lV. 



BOOK THE 1 WEN lY-FIRST. 



The fervent Prayer of the Righteous availeth much. 



In this Book you mat/ find many of the most excellent 
and fervent prayers proceeding outofth^ mouthy or from 
the very essence of the soulof tJie most Holy Men' of God ; 
and the effects theteof and the blessed help of their God 
TO hie h they obtained thereby^ Tliere is also the prayer of 
Hannah set forth in this Book^ which prayer is for an 
exam/de to the female sex to copy after ; a%id it also ends 
with tJie Author' s prayer for Victoria, our most Gracious 
Qifeert., and for our Country, and all tlie World; and 
this Work is very good and profitable for every family ; 
for by prayer and obedience, and pleading the merits cf 
Christy through grace ^ we obtain salva^tion^ 



In my little Books, by the grace of God, I have shewed you 
the goodness of. God, and the plan of salvation by our Lord 
Jesu;i Christ, and the beauty ot religion ; but this will all avail 
us little or nothing;, withou- fervent prayer through Christ 
to God Almighty for his grace and blessing; theietore this 
Book is called ihe Book oi prayer, and an excellent Book it 
is, most worthy of your uicditation, ibr in this Book you may 
see where to tiud some of the most excellent prayers proceeded 
out of the mouth of the moi^t Holy Men of God, and the 
blessed help wnich they obtaineJ of God by prayer, which is 
a grvat tncourageuient for us to follow their steps. Now 
fervent prayer to God, is a longing desire of the soul after 
someth.ng that it wants, to make it easy and happy, and the 
poor humble soul cannot be happy until it knows that his 
prayer is heard at the throne of g:race. Ye that fear the Lord 
wait for his mercy, and go nota-^ide lest ye fall. Ye that fear 
the Lord, believe h.m, and your levvard shall not fail. Ye 
that lear the Loid, hope for good, and ibreverlastmg joy and 
mercy. And my friends look at the generations of old, and 
see did ever any trust in the Lord and was confounded % ot 
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did any abide in his fear and was forsaken ? or whom did he 
ev«r despise that called upon him ? for the Lord did not 
despise the pi-a'yet of i'saae, when he intreated the Lord con- 
cerning his seed, in which all ihe nations of the earth should 
be blesseJ. (Gen. x.w. 21.) But he granted him his re- 
quest. But after this, many a time did the children of Israel 
sin against the Lord : but at the same time he despised not 
the fervent prayer of his servant Moses concerning them. 
Therefore he said, that he would destroy them had not 
Moses his chosen stood before him in the breach to turn 
away his wrath, lest he should destroy them. So we see that 
the fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much ; for it 
appears that by his prayers, that the Lord repented ot the 
tvil which he thought to do unto his people. (Exod. xxxii. 
11^ 14 — Psalm cvi. 33.) Now my dear friends, we see that 
prayer is to some good effect, and for ^he encouragement of 
women as well as the men, I will not leave out this passage 
of S<Jriptnre, as follows : — And although Eve broke the holy 
law of God, and was in one way the cause of the transgres- 
sion ; but notwithstanding, although this be the case of the 
woman, yet at the same time there is a Saviour provided for 
the woman as well as for tlie man ; and God will not despise, 
nor reject the pious prayers of his hand- maids. For in the 
book of Samuel you may find how thiit by prayer Hannah 
obtained grace in the sight of her God. Now you may see 
in this chapter, that how her adversary provoked her to make 
her tret, because she had no child. And it appears that when 
Hannah was in the house of the Lord, that she was in bitter- 
ness of soul, and prayed unto the Lord and wept sore ; and 
she vowed a vow, and said, O Lord of hosts, if thou wilt in- 
deed look on the affliction of thine hand -maid, and remember 
me, and not torget th ne hand-maid ; but will give unto thine 
]iand-maid a man child, then I will give him nnto the Lord all 
the days of his Ufe. Now Hannah, she spake in h?r heart, only 
her lips moved, but her voice was not heard ; for she did not 
pray to be heard of men, but to be heard of God ; for bhe 
poured out her soul before the Lord, and the Lord heard her, 
and granted unto her, her request, antl gave h.r a son, and 
she culled his name SaiuueK because she as>ked him ot God i 
and when she, had weaned the child, she brought him unto 
the house of the Lord, and she left him there in the hands of 
the Lord, according to her vow. (1 Sam. i.) And the Lord 
loved bim, and waa with him, and he revealed his will unta 
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kim in cb« visions of the night, and he became a prophet, 
mighty in word and power. So you tee- by prayer and faith 
in the Lord, this woman obtained a righteous pt>rson, \^hick 
was a blessing and a leader of the Church of God ; and he 
was as a father unto Israel, and a oomibrt to theui in the tim^ 
of their distress, for they besought him to pray unto the Lord 
for them, when their enemies pressed sore upon them : and 
S.imuel prayed unto the Lord for the.u, when he offered the 
sucking iamh, and the Lord heard his prayer out of his holy 
habitation, anJ delivered his people Israel out of ihe hands of 
their enemies. (Sam. vii. 9.) So we see what good this wo- 
man don 3 by prayer, which is the gift of God ; therefore it 
is an encouragement ipr the females to follow her steps, that 
is, to pray for all things which are needful for their bouVb 
salvation. And again we may see the power of prayer, for it 
brings the life and spirit of God into our souls: for remem- 
ber how that good old Elijah prayed to the Lord for the wi- 
dow*s son which was dead, that the soul of the child might 
come into him again, and the Lord heard his prayer ; and Kli- 
jah stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried 
unto the Lord and said, Lord my God, I pray thee, let this 
eliild's soul come into him again. And the Lord heard the 
vo.ce of Elijah ; and the soul of the ch Id came into htm again, 
an i hie revived. (1 Kings xvii. 21, 22.) Therefore breth- 
ren, we see the result of prayer by this goal man, and we see 
also, how it brings the tender mercy of God home to our 
souls ; for he is a Father to the fatherless, antl a comfort, and 
a help to the widow is our God in h:s holy habitation. And 
again, by tlie prayer of Elijah, the Lord sent down fire and 
oonvinced the wicked that there is no help in strange gods, 
(i Kings xviii. 38.) And Elijah was a good man, and done 
wonders on the earth, and by prayer and faith in his God, he 
was taken up from the earth, by the appearance of a chariot of 
fine, into the everlasting heaven, and by prayer Elisha ob- 
tained grace to be blest with the spirit of Elijah, and it was so 
.that by this Holy Spirit of prayer, that he wrought miracles, 
and wondisrs on the earth, and Elisha was a man of great faith 
in his God, for he feared God, and not man, and by the spirit 
of the Lord, he divided the water of Jordan, and by the spirit 
of the Lord, he also healed the unwholesome waters, and by 
his righteousness he set an exampfe for the wicked, and showed 
them the vengeance of the Lord. (2 Kings ii.) And also ih 
•tiaetiloe of drang^ Elisint by the spirit of <^e Lord, brought 



water into the valley abundantly to satisfy the king's armies. 
(2 Kings iii.) And by faith and prayer to God he wrought 
those tning"), and he multipiieth the wiJow^s oil, and he raised 
the dead to life again, ev n by the power of the spirit of ihe 
Lord. (2 Kincrs iv.) And when the king of Syria warred 
against Israel^ by prayer Elisha smote his anny with bl.nd- 
ness. (2 King? vi. 18.) He was a nun blest with an excel- 
lent spirit from the Lord ; it appears that whilst he lived, that 
he was not moved by anv man, neither could any king or 
prince or an army of men bring him into subjection ; and by 
prayer this good man wrought many more mi^h:y act^, that 
are not to be found in this Book, but you may find them in 
the second Book of the King) of Israel. An i agnin, in ano> 
ther place we may read of ttie prayer of good Hezekiah, and 
how he prayed when the eni*my pressed hard upon h m: and 
-we see by his prayer how the Lord delivered h m and his 
people out of the hands of their enemies. (2 Km^^s xix,) 
Bit you have an account of this in my Book called The 
Ponjer of God against the JVicked, But agiin, you may 
read how he prayed unto the Lord his God, when he was 
siok and near unto death, an 1 how he spoke of his iniegrity, 
and the Lord hea d and accepted his prayi*r, and added uuto 
his days fifteen years. (2 Kings xx.) So you see my friends 
by prayer and faith in the Lord, v\e may obtain great help ia 
the time of distress and afflictions. 

And again, you mav read for yourselves in the second of 
Chronicles, what comfort and help the people received of the 
Lord by the prayer of Jehoshaphat. (chap, xx.) We read and see 
in another place the eff ct of prayer, that is, how Jonah prayed 
when he was in the fi h's belly, and the Lord had mercy upon 
Jonah, and it is said, that the Lord spake unto the fish, and 
it vomited out Jonah upon the dry Ian 1. O then doih not 
the spirit of the Lord penetrate into the deep waters ? O Jonah, 
Jonah, how great was thy salvation in wh cii the Lord wrought 
out for thee in thy davs. (chap. ii. 10.) And by repentanceand 
prayer, and faith in the Lord Je^^us Christ, before it be too late, 
we may be delivered from the belly of destruction, an 1 when 
we pray, how humble we ought to ha, for we have oftiines 
great cause to pray asgool old Jacob did, for he owned and 
acknowledged his unworth ness, and said, I am not worthy 
of the^'Wst of all thy mercies, and of all thy truth wh'ch thou 
hast hhewed unto thy servant. But at the same time the Lord 
did bless him, and delivered him out of the hand of his bra* 
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iher Esau, ^nd caused ihpta to see each others face in lovf 
and peace. (Gv^n. xxxii.) But for I'urther encour gement 
my friends, look into the P.salms of David, and thtie you 
may read some of the moit adinirabie prayers of this pious 
man ; and if you look into this littie Book, you may lead as 
foilowi — how he poured out his soul to God, and the consola- 
tion which he receive 1 thtireby : My voice saith he, shall thou 
hear m the morning, O Lord in the ino uing will I direct my 
prayer unto thee, and will look up. But ob erve what he 
saith as follows, For thou art not a God thath th pleasure in 
Drickedness, neither shall evil dwell with thee. (Pcjalui v. 34.) 
Therefore by these wonls, we may see that he knew that if he 
did not pray in sincerity and in truth, God would not hear 
h m : therefo.e, we may rely upon the prayers of David to be 
very sincere, and of great nnpo.tance, as follows: — And in 
sicknes-;, an distress, he prayeth, and saith, O Lord, rebuke 
me not in thine anger, neithei' chasten me in thy hot displea- 
sure. Have mercy upon me, O Lord; for I am weak: O 
XfOid, h.al me ; for my bones are vexed. (Psalm vi.) You 
may see by this, that David knew thai God was just, and 
that he was, or is angry again it sm, and that by his d.vine 
justice, he will not .et it go unpuni-heJ ; but on the other 
hau f, he knew that he is merciful, and that is by a mudiator, 
which u Christ, our Saviour. And by fai.h the Lord heard 
Da\id's prayer, and had mercy upon him, and wrought out 
his salvation. But David, like unto a Christian, still found 
a cor.upt nature working about within, and the chasiening 
hand of Go 1 upon him: iherelbre, he had oftimes gicat 
cause to cry out to the rock of his salvation. An.i aga.n, he 
saith. Unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. Ana for thy 
.name sake, pardon mine iniqui y ; for it is great. Look 
upon mine aftiiction and my pain, and forgive all my sins. 
Shc-w uie thy ways, O Lord ; teach me ihy paths. And by 
faith, he still p evaila in prayer, and saith. My eyes are ever 
towards the Lord : for he shall pluck iijy ft-et out of the net. 
(P.ialm XXV.) D/aw me n t away with the wicked, saith he, 
which speak peace to their neighbours, but urischief is in 
their hearts. (Psalu xxviii. 3.) Now, speaking of such 
characters as these, may God Almighty overthrow their 
enterprise, and deliver his people out of their hands, and 
-bring them to his hind of rest safe' from the (ieceitful tongue. 
Anl my frien is read for yourselves the 38ih Psalm, and 
jou will iind how David poured out his soul to God inb*" 
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^ifttreas; and in the 51 st Psalm you may find how DaVtd 
maketh a deep confession of his sins, alter he had gone m to 
Bath-sheba, the wife of Uriah, and had caused him to fall by 
the sword of the children of Ammon, to the intent that he 
may liave concealed his own wickedness, and in his Psalm, 
he crieth out in the anguish of his soul, and saith, Agiinst 
thee, thee only hivel sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: 
deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God, thou God of my 
salvation. And David prayed with contrit'Oi of heart, and 
God pardoned his sin. But for ftirther information concern- 
ing this sin that David committed, yon may find in the Book 
of fFhoredom^ and the Fall of the Rvfhteous, and in the 
Book called RppenUmce you may read his prayer, and tliere 
you see iiow he prayed for mercy from his Go i, and although 
David fell into this great sin, yet God kn^w ihe desire of "his 
«oul,«au1 hid mercy upon him : for surely I think thit he re- 
niembered his prayers, and that of when he said, one thing 
li.ive I esired of the Lord that will I seek after, that 1 may 
jdwell in the hou e of the Lord all the days of my life, to be* 
hold the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in his temple. 
{Psalm rxvii. 4.) And agnin, he craveth the help of God, 
and breaketh out an i saith, Wh nmy heart is over>yhelme 1 : 
lead me to the rock th.it is higher than 1. (Psalm Ixi. 2.) 
Be thou my strong habitation, whereunto I may continually 
resort : tbou hast giv. n commandments to save me. (Psalm 
Ixxi. 3.) And in another place, the Psalm it saith, I called 
lipon the Lord in distress : the Lord answered me, and set me 
in a large place. The Lord is on my side : I will not fear: 
what can man do unto me? (P6alm cxviii. 5, 6.) Now I 
believe my friends that David's prayers were to some great 
efieet; for he seems to have prayed nearly all the way to heaven. 
C^st me not off in the time of old agp : forsake me not when 
my strength fiiileih. (Piaim Ixxi. 9.) Neither doth it ap- 
pear that the Lord did ca«t him off in his old age; for he 
aaith, I will praise thee, Lord my God, with all my heart: 
flttd i will giorify thy name lor evermore. For great is thy 
snercy toward me ; iind thou hast delivered my aoul from the 
ik>we^hell. (Psalm Ixxxvi. 12.) And now, remember what 
David saith towards the end of his days, when he speaks 
of the thing) which God delighteth in towards the ehi4dreD 
of men. Although, saith he, my house be not so with God ; 
yst be hath made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered 
is oil lUngis attd voxk : for 4his if nil my «Nilva4fien, and «11 



iby de«riiti. So we «pe that «fter all the en\, and «tn, and dve 
disobediMice of the Church of God, or bis own house, that 
yet he still holds fast his tttiih in the covenant of grace, which 
is by Jesus Chri>t our Lord. (2 Sam. xxiii. 5. Mow, we 
see m another place, that by prayer^ how that the church 
desireth to be directed into the liock of Chiist.. Tell mo, 
««idi she, thou whom my soul loveth, where thou ieedest, 
where thou makest thy flock to rest at noon : for why should 
I be as one that turnelh aside by the flocks of thy compa- 
nions ? And is not this as follows Christ's sweet answer to 
lus church ? If thou know not, thou fairest among women, 
ro thy way fbith by the lootsteps of the flock, and feed thy 
kids beside the shepherds' tents. (Solomon s Song i. 7, 8.) 
So I believe that bhe is directed by prayer to the word of 
God, and to the evangelists, or his ministers, to the way of 
life everlasting, which is by Jesus Christ our Lor J. And 
now, my friends, hear how Christ prayeth for his church. 
Father, I will, saith he, that they also whom thou hast given 
me be with me where I am ; that they may Lehold my glory 
which thou hast given me : for thou lovedst me before the 
foundation of the world. (John xvii. 24.) And our blessed 
Lord also forewarns us of erro. , that when we pray weehoulil 
pray m secret, as well as in public, that our prayers vti&j ht 
heard in heaven, as well as on the earth. For, saith he, 
when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast 
shut thyxdoor, pray to thy Father which is in secrtt ; and thy 
Father which seeih in secret shall reward thee openly. (Matt. 
vi. 6.) And again, we should also be very cautious how we 
act in a public place of worship, and that there be no dis- 
sembling among us ; but that we should, in the t-pirit, with 
one accord, do as the Apostles of Christ did after his ascen* 
sion into glory. For these all continued with one accord m 
}>rayer and supplication with the women, and Mary the mo- 
ther of *^sus, and with his brethren. (Acts i. 14.) There- 
fore, let us endeavour to follow these good examples. For 
thee}-esof ihe Loid, saith Peter, tre o\ ei the r ghteou8,and his 
ears are open unto their prayers : but the tacc of the Lord it 
against tht^m that do evil. (1 Peter lii. 12.) Kighteout art 
thou, O Lord, when I plead with thee ; yet let me talk with 
thee. O Lord, I know that the way of man is not in himself: 
it is not in man that waiketh to direct his steps. (Jer. 
xii. 1. — xvi. 23.) But 1 know, Lord, that is, for all these 
tluags 4iikou will be sought unto. O Lord> by ^' apirit r 



prayer in Christ do men live, and in all these things is the 
life of my spirit, and by faith and prayer through g scce, O 
Lord thou didst dehver the three Hebrew chiidien from the 
flames of the burning fiery furnace. Aui; by prayer O Lord, 
thou . Hved Daniel thy 6erv.>nt from the devouring lions. And 
thou, bles. ed Lord Jesus, by prayer and suffering are ready 
and willing to save all that will come unto thee, before they 
reach the tlauie > of hell, for to some g/eat importance was thy 
agonizing prayer, O thou blessed Lamb ot God, when ihou 
prayed so earnestly, as to sweat as if were gi eat drops of blood 
falling d<;wn to the ground. (Luke xxii. 44.) Aud this 
was all done for our salvation ; i^nd by the giace of the Lord 
Jesus, may we all pray, and never famt, but praise and pray 
our way to heaven. Amen. ^ 



THE AUTHOR'S PRAYER. 



Lord be thou pleased to hear my prayer, and let my cry 
come unto thee ; thou hath O Lord heard the prayers of thy 
se* vants ot old, and hast bten a present help to them in the 
days of their t'.o bles, and may it please thee Lord, now 
to be a present help to us in the (:ays ol'o-.ir troubles, for thou 
art the hame O Lord as in years that aie past; and thy pro- 
mises fail not, but thy mercies a.e new every morning, even 
from everlasi.ng to everlasting thou are the same God, and 
blessed are all them that put their trust in thee. 

And may itstdl phase thee Lord, as to look down upon 
our highly favoured nation, and have mercy upon us through 
the merits of thy c^ear Son, and may thou convince us all of 
sin, so that we may feel a deep conviction for the same, and 
that we may repent *^o thnt it may please thee to convert usall 
from sin, so that we may by thy grace reform our errors, and 
leave off all ill courses of this sinful life, and turn unto thee 
with a whole desire of soul, so that we may be delivered out 
of ihehan ! of tht? grand enrmy of souls, and at last be b ought 
to thiui^ everiast.ng kmgdom, above, throrgh Je us Christ 
our Lord. 

And may it please thee Lord to look down upon Victoria, 
our young and Gracious Quc.tn, and bless her in her yo:»th- 
ful days, and endue her with thy heavenly grace, faith, wis« 
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doDQy.peace, and love ; oadue her vrith thy heaventyblesgings 
which the world cannot do, neither can it take it from her, if 
she loves and serves her God aright. 

O that it may please thee O Lord as to make her a real 
Christian indeed, and that she may still remember her Creator 
in the days of her youth, and that she may love her Grucious 
^sBedeemer, as superior above all things. 

O that thou Lord may be pleased as to endue young Vic- 
toria our Queen with heavenly wisdom and love,- so that she 
may reign and rule as a Queen of wisdom and love upon the 
earth, so that all her good efforts may prove to be of some 
good effect, and that for the King of wisdom and glory above. 
And O that it may still be fulfilled in her days, as it is written. 
And Kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and their Qu^ns thy 
nursing mothers. 

And O that our Queen ViCToiliA may become a blessed 
mother indeed to her Church and people, and that she may 
be as an instrument in the hand of her God, and that of sup- 
portrrrg holy religion, and that shq may hear the humble pe- 
tition of her people, and be the means of their support, in all 
their distresses. 

And may our Gracious Queen have a happy reign, and live 
to see good days, and that it may please thee Lord to give 
her peace in her days. 

And may she at the end of her days, be like unto the five 
wise virgins, with her lamp trimmed, and at her call go forth 
to meet the bridegroom, and there enter into the marriage sup- 
per of the Lamb, and there to behold his glory, and to drink 
i)f the rivers of love. 

And that it may please thee Lord, to bless and pi'eserve 
all the Royal Family, and to keep them all from the subtilty, 
crafts, and assaults of sin and Satan, and finally at the last, 
bring them all to thine everlasting kingdom through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

And that it may please thee Almighty God, to bless our 
great men, the Lords of the Council, and all the ndbiHty who 
are put in authority, and have ihe rule over us-, eni'ich them 
with thy heavenly grace, faith, love, and wisdom^ so that they 
may act for the good of thy cause, Chur-eh and people, and 
that they may be fathers to the fatherless and distressed, and 
a suppott to the widows, for this is the will of God in his holy 
habitation, (Psalm Ixiii. 5.) that they may all rule by die 
love of Chti^vt, so that the low order may bless them in t^ 

o t 



190 

name of the Lord whilst on earth, and at last praise them in 
the gates when they pass through into the celestial city. And 
that it may please thee Gracious God, to bless thy ministry ser- 
vants with a double portion of thy Holy Spiiit, so that they may 
truly, and with much power officiate in holy things, and that 
they may preach the Go8j>el of Christ to all nations, and that 
it may be to the conversion of many souls ; and O that all the 
world may be profited, and blest, and edified thereby. 

And mav it please thee bles^^ed Lord, to preserve and deftnd 
thy Churcn and people on earth, even all them that have a true 
desire to believe in thee, and to love thee, and to obey thee; 
and that they may all worship thee. Gracious Father, as their 
.supreme delight, and sanctify thee in all things, so that at the 
last may all the true Israel of God meet to..ether to praise 
thee in glory everlasting, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

END OF THE TWENTY-FIRST BOOK. 



BOOK TWENTY-SECOND. 



The Trials of the Righteous. 



In this Book we have the Trials of the Righteous; and 
their patience and resignation to the will of God, and 
also their deliverance by the power of his Grace, which 
is a great consolation to the. tired soul, and blessed is the 
man that readeth this Book and ponder eth in his hearty 
whose life doth correspond with those characters men- 
tioned in this Book, for he shall receive the Cup of Salva^ 
iiony and shall enter into the joys of his Lord. 

We do know, and do feel that it is a blessed and a happy 
thing to be in the love and favour of that Supreme Being 
above, and it is said, That the eyes of the Lord are over the 
righteon«5, and that his ears are open unto their prayers. (Pe- 
ter iii. 12.) But although it be so, yet on the other h md, this 
life is a w.uf.u*e to the righteoTis : and there is s^reat trials and 
travails for the sons of men, and this we know ly our own 
experience, and by the word of God, as follows : — :for we see 
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from the beginning how that our first parents were tried and 
attacked by the dovil, and we also read of the trials of our 
blessed Saviour, and the sufferings that he went through to 
deliver us from the fall — for he was tried ani tempted as we 
are, but yet without sin ; see my little Book called The Stif- 
ferings of Christ, And again, many are the trials of the 
"righteous, but if we pray, and wait patiently, the Lord will 
deliver us out of them all ; for we see ihat how Abraham un- 
derwent and endured that severe trial in the offering up of his 
soVi, and by faith and patience and resignation to the will of 
God, he was delivered, that he might honour and glorify God : 
you have a full account of this in my Book of Faith and 
Triafs. And we read again in another place how that good 
old Jacob was tried, and there every tender parent may see and 
^el something of the trial and trouble that he underwent at 
the loss of his son Joseph. Now, Joseph was a beloved son 
in the sight of his father Jacob, but his brethren hated him, 
because he was beloved of his father, and somewhat singular 
in goodness and in dreams to them ; and it was in some of 
their minds to have slain him : but the Lord touched the heart 
of Reuben to spare his life ; so his life was preserved ; so his 
brethren did not kill him,. but they sold him to the IbhmeeliteSy 
and the Ishmeelites brought him down to Egypt, and sold 
him to an Egyptian : and so afterwards it was fulfilled which 
"was spoken of God uuto Abraham, that his seed should be a 
stranger in a land that was not theirs, and that they should 
serve them, and that they should afflictthem four hundred 
years. (Gen. xv. 13.) And there we may see that poor 
• Joseph like another child of God was tried and afflicted, and 
comforted in the land of Egypt, and you may see how he was 
tempted there m my Book of Temptation ; but his brethren 
brought a false report of him to their father, and his father 
Jacob not knowing what was done, perceived that he was dead 
by his bloody coat which his brethren had dipped in blood, 
and brought it as a false pretence to their father, and their fa- 
ther knew it and said. It is my son's coat, an evil beast hath 
devoured him, Joseph is without doubt rent io peices; and 
Jacob rent his clothes, and put sack-cloth upon his loins, and 
mourned for his son many days, and all his sons, and all ids 
daughters rose up to comfort him, but he refused to be com* 
foried, and he said. For I will go down into the grave unto 
nay son mourning ; thus his father wept for him. (Gen. xxxviL 
93.) Now it appears that Jacob had but two sons by Kachely 
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and that was this Joseph, and Benjamin, andJaoob loved Ba* 
cbe] and his twp sons ; but it appe.'irs that the Lord soon took 
^cbel from him, and we see chat Joseph was soon took from 
him, and in this historical account we see that he was affraid 
that he was in great danger of being bereaved of Benjamin, 
and his trials and troubles were so great that he almost thought 
it would bring doVrn his grey hairs with sorrow to the grave. 
And now if we ponder and weigh well and rightly consider 
upon these things, we must believe ihat Jacob's trials and 
troubles were very great, but he being like Abraham by grace 
' and faith he waited patiently for the mercy and goodness of 
God, and at his good time he delivered him out of all his 
fears, for he lost not Benjamin, and his son Joseph was restored 
unto him again, for he had the pleasure of meeting with him 
again in Egypt in great prosperity, and they embraced each 
other with many loves. Then .Jacob was consent, and said. 
Now let me die, since I have seen thy face, because thou tirt 
yet alive. (Gen. xlvi. 29, 30.) Methinks then at that time 
that Jacob felt something of that happy spirit, and a resigna- 
tion to the will of God within his soul, as good old Simeon 
enjoyed when he said. Lord now lettest thou thy servant de« 
part in peace, according to thy word : for mine eyes have seen 
thy salvation. (Li.ke ii. 29.) Therefore my beloved breth- 
ren seeing that these things ar^ so, let us always pray that we 
may stand our ground in the time of our trials and troubles, 
so that we may be counted worthy through Christ to inheiit 
the blessing, for if we stand our ground the reward is great, 
but if we fall how hard it is to rise again ; see my little Book 
called The Fall of the Righteous, And we see again how that 
righteous Job was tried when he lost his children, and nearly 
alibis whole substance; and are we prepared to stand our 
ground like Job ? Hear what he saith in the midst of his trials. 
Naked saith he, came I out of my mother's womb, and naked 
shall I return, the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, 
and blessed be the name of the Lord. And we see a^ain how 
that it was suffered for righteous Job to be afflicted by Satau 
with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown. And 
again in his great afflictions, we see how that he was tried by 
a woman even by his wife, who had laid at his bosom ; even 
by her he was tempted to curse God and die. (sea chapu 
ii.) But in all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly 
neither did he attribute folly to God : it appearcf that i^ i^ 
irue that Gpd suffered this trial to come upon Job, but then 
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not without his gra(^e, goodness, wisdom, and equity. Aad 
again, we see that Job was counted as a righteous man. (chap. 
i« 1 .) And again, it apx)ear8 that Job*s friends were very wia« 
men, and out of their mouths proceeded some very wise say*i 
ings ; but at the same time it appears tiiat they rather mis*- 
took Job's character, and so it appears ihat they thought ihiit 
those trials and troubles were come upon him because. o£ 
his sins. But I believe that Job*s sins were not the cause ef' 
his trials and afflictions altogether without any exception, be- 
cause God had said unto Satan, Thou movedst me against hinx 
to destroy him without cause, (chap. ii. 3.) And I believ» 
that there are many people in the world who do err and mis* 
lake in such things as these, and are rea 1y to say this, that 
if, when they see the poor Christian brought into any trying 
circum tance, as adversity, and the such like, then they are 
ready to say, Ah it is because of his private sins and hypocrisy^ 
that hast been the cause of God's sending all this evil upon 
him ; but I believe that this is not always the case, neither 
was it so from the beginning, for our first parents were tried 
and tempted by Satan io their first and pure state before that 
they had sinned, and so it is now; I believe that some of the 
brightest Christians have some of the greatest trials, for the 
devil is always railing against the cause of God, and to move 
God to try tbe sons of men ; and what passe^h between Satan 
and God at the time of our severe trials and troubles, wecan« 
not tell : but ihe trial of Job is more fully described in my 
little Book called The Sufferings of Christ, (see J oh xxx.) 

O 'tis tboi)-— thou enemy of loalv 

Who disturbs my peaceful rest* 
And makes me languish and complain, 

And smite upon my breast, 

Why did thou comt to trouble me**- 

Why did thou come, Ob then ; 
Why did thou come to ruin me 

From that infernal den. 

But may the Lord rebuke thee, Satan ; is not this a brand 
plucked out of the fire ? Therefore my beloved brethren, think 
it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you 
es though some strange thing happened unto you. (1 Petet 
iv. 12.) Because your a *versai;y the devil as a roaring lion, 
walking about seeking whom he may devour, (chap. v. 8.) 
But thou O Lord which hast shewed us great and sore trou^ 
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bles shall quicken us again, and shall bring us up again from 
the depths of the earth. (Psalm Ixxi. 20.) And again hear 
what Saint Paul saith. We are troubled saith he on every side, 
yet not distressed ; we are perplexed, but not in despair ; per- 
secuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed. 
(2 Cor. iv. 8, 9.) For our light affliction, saith he which is 
but for a moment, worketh for us a fir more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory. (verse 17.) And again we see 
how that the thre^ holy children, Shadrach, Meshach, Abed- 
nego, were proved and tried when they were cast into the 
midst of the burning fiery furnace, but by faith they gave 
themselves up to endure the midst of the flauie, and by the 
grace of God they were delivered. (Din. iii.) And so was 
Daniel from the lion's den. (chap. vi. 22, 23.) But con- 
cerning the trials' of the^e holy men, see my little Book, 
c^alled the Cruelty of the Wicked^ and another, called God's 
care for his People, And again, David also was a man that 
experienced great trials and troubles in his days ; and hear a 
little what he saith concerning them. Save me, O God, saith 
he, for the waters are come in unto my soul. I sink in deep 
mire, where there is no standing : I am come into deep 
waters, where the floods overflow me. I am weary of my 
crying : my throat is dried : mme eyes fail, while I wait for 
my GoJ. They that hate me without a cause are more than 
the hairs of my head. (Psalm Ixix. 1.) And m another 
place the Psalmist cryeth out, and sayeth. Mine eyes fail for 
thy word, saying, When will thou comfort me? The proud 
have digged pits for me, which are not after thy law. They 
had almost consumed me upon earth ; but I forsook not thy 
precepts. (Psalm cxix.) And in another place, being at- 
flicted, the Psalmist professeth his love and duty to God for 
his deliverance, where he saith. The sorrows of death com- 
passed me, and the pains of hell gat hold upon me : I found 
trouble and sorrow. Then called I upon the name of the 
Lord; Lord, I beseech thee, deliver my soul. And then 
it'appears that his humble soul was filled with grace and faith : 
Gracious then saith he is the Lord and righteous : yea, our 
God is merciful. The Lord preserveth the simple : I was 
brought low, and he helped me. Return unto thy rest, O my 
soul: for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee. For 
thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes from tears, 
and my feet from falling. I will walk before the Lord in the 
land of the living. I believed, therefore have I spoken ; I 
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was greatly afflicted. I will take the cup of salvatioBf and 
call upon the name of the Lord. I will pay my vowg unto 
the Lord now in the presence of all his people. Precious in 
the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints. (Psalm cxvi.) 
Before I was afflicted, I went astray, but now have 1 kept 
thy word. (Psalm, cxix. 67.) And they that sow m tears, 
saith he shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, 
bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoice- 
ing, bringing his sheaves with him. (Psalm cxxvj. 6, 7.) 
And so we see, my brethien, that all our trials and troubles 
will work together - for our good if we love and serve God, 
and if we rightly consider, we must allow that David's trials 
and troubles were v^ ry great concerning the cruelty of Saul, 
when he pursued after him to take away his life, and in that 
trial concerning his son Absalom ; but time would fail me to 
; speak of all the trials of David ; but you may read of them in 
ms Psalms, and in the Book of Samuel, or in the Books of the 
kings of Israel ; and there we tnay see at the Lord's good time 
he delivered him out of all his troubles. Now, there are some 
trials come upon us by our own making ; and there are some 
trials very, or somewhat at least mysterious unto us; but 
hear what Solomon saith, My son despise not the chastening 
of the Lord, neither be weary of his correction, for whom the 
Ltord loveth, he correcteth, even as a father the son in whom 
he delighteth. (Prov. iii. 11.) And again, the righteous are 
cast down at times by reason of so many trials and troubles 
by the way, but it is not always so wiih them, it is true the 
heart knoweth its own bitterness, but then at other times the 
stranger doJi not intermeddle with his joy ; (Prov. xiv. IL) 
that IS, they ieel that joy, at some certain times that the 
world can neither give nor take away from them. O Lord 
why should a living man complain that thou sufFereth him to 
be tried a little upon the earth, for when we rightly consider, 
it is all of thy mercy that we are not consumed : therefore it 
is good for a man that he should both hope^ and quietly wait 
ior thy salvation Lord ; it is good tor a man that he bear the 
yoke m his youth, for thou will not cast us off for ever God ; 
but although we have grief, yet will thou have ■ compassion, 
according to the multitude of thy mercies, (see Lam. iii.) 
Bejoice not against me, my enemy, saith Micah, when I 
fall, I shall arii>e again ; when I sit in darknesa, the Lord 
shall be a light unto me. (chap. vii. 8.) And again con- 
cerning the trial of our faith, hear the word of the Lord, by 



the mouth of Zechariah the prophet, And I will bring the 
third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is 
refined, and will try them as gold is tried : they shall call 
OB my name, and I will hear tnem : I will say It is my peo- 
ple: and they shall say, The Lord is my God. (chap. xiii. 
.&) And 60 it is, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and 
gather his wheat into the garner, but he will burn up the chaff 
with unquenchable fire. (Matt. .iii. 12.) But now my be* 
loved brethren, take the Prophets, and the Apostles of Christ 
who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of 
•aufiering, atiliction, and of patience; Behcdd we count them 
happy which endure, ye have heard of the patience of Job, and 
have se^ the end of the Lord, that the Lord is very pitiful and 
of tender mercy. (James v. 10.) And again, remember to 
endure these trials, it will be more precious to us than the 
gold that perisheth: and there is a reward for the righteous, 
and behoM^ it is those that endure to the end that shall be 
-saved, it is those I say that endure many trials and temptations 
«nd troubles with much patience that shaU enter intx) his rest : 
■■ therefore for a satisfaction behold and hear the Revelation to 
St John the divine. When St. John was in the spirit on 
Ike Lord's day he saw and beheld, and lo, a great multitude 
which no man could number of all nations and kindreds and 
people and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the 
Lamb, clothed v».ith white robes and palms in their hands ; and 
one of the elders said unto. him. What are these which are ar- 
rayed in white robes ? And whence came they 1 And he said 
untohim. Sir, thou knowest. And he said unto him. These 
are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed 
their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him 
daj-and night in his temple : and he that sitteth on the throne 
.shall dwell among them. They shall hunger no more, neither 
thiret any more : neither shall the sun lieht on them, nor any 
vlM»t. For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall 
Ibed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: 
.and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. (Rev. vii«) 
.Bkesed be the^man that readeththis Hook, and pondereth it 
ia his heart, whose life corresponds with those . characters 
mendooed in this Book, for he shall receive the cup of salva- 
tions ^"^ enter into the joys of his Lord. 

END OF THE TWENTY-SECOND BOOK. 



BOOK TWENTY-THIRD. 



The Book of Temptation, 



This little Book shows us wliat temptations are, and $he 
best way to resist them ; and there is in this Book two grand' 
temptations in pai'ticular set forth ; the one As that which 
beset Joseph in Egypt ^ rGen. xxxix. 11.) and the othef 
is tlhat which beset our Lord in the Wilderness, (Matt. 
iv. 1.) j4nd there are some good observations in this^ 
Bookf and a holy and sure promise for them tha>t over^ 
4fome. V 



Dearly beloved, in my former treatise I hare written to you 
for an example, and for your encouragement, as you see, a ^ 
little Book calUd The Trials of the Righteous , and now by 
God's assistance, I will exhibit to your view, something more 
concerning our trials and temptations. Now, temptation is 
an allurement or enticement oftentimes to some evil, which 
requires grace, resolution, and fortitude of soul to withstand, 
but it must be done by prayer, and by the help of God. And 
now, by the help of God, I will show you first, one of the 
greatest, and most alluring temptations which a man experi- 
ences under the whole heavens, and that is, the lusts of the 
flesh, which is the lust of our sinful nature; but for a more 
full explanation upon this, and to see the result of this great ^ 
sin, look into my little Book, called the Book of Whoredom, * 
and there you may seethe thousands that it hast slain, or hast' 
been slain by her, and if a man indulge himself in this great' 
sin, and give place*for it, I believe he is liable to fall away 
into all other sins, and if I study the Scripture right, I believe 
that pride connected with wicked lust, is one of the greatest 
ringleaders to all sins, and that it hast a great connection with 
all sin. And now hear what the Hevelation to St. John i^alth ' 
concerning it. The woman which thou sawest is that great city 
which reigpeth over the kings of <ihe earth, and upon ner fore- 
head was a name written, Mvstery, Bal^lon the Great, ^^ 
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Mother of Harlots and abominationt of the earth. And I 
saw the woman drunken with tha blood of the saints and with 
the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. (Rev. xvii. 6, Id.) And 
in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints; and of 
all that were slain upon the earth. (Rev. xviii. 24.) There- 
fore we see that this wicked lust that is too much in the heart 
of man, hast always done what it could to destroy the cause 
of God, and to take away the lives of his saints, and those 
words whrch we find in the Revelation to St. John, I believe 
that they have 6ome reference and allusion more or less to all 
those that indulge themselves in this sinful practise of the lust 
of the flesh, in almost all ages of the world : and it appears to 
me to be a mystery which is of sin and Satan, so great as past 
my comprehension^ yea, I dare not say that I can fiiid it out 
from the beginning of its commencement And now my breth- 
ren, this is grevious, and a sore temptation, therefore beware 
of it, for we oftentimes feel it lurking about within us, and it 
oftentimes besets a good man, aa much as it doth a bad man, 
and the best way to resist it, and to overcome it, is by watch- 
ing and praying, and walking in the valley of humiliation. 
And now renieimber poor Joseph and his trials and troubles in 
the land of Egypt, and how be was beset by this temptation, 
but not by bis own lust, but by ihe wicked lust of a deceitful 
woman ; but nevertheless, methinks that he had his own body 
to guard against, and if he had not been a man of prayer, then 
perhaps he would have fallen by the pleasing allurement. It 
appears that Joseph had experienced a sreat trial by being 
taken from his tender father, and that by his hard> hearted 
brethren, and to be sold into the hands of strangers; but it 
seems that he bore it all with much patience, and with a resig- \ 
nation to the will of his God; but for all this it appears to- 
me that Satan was not satisfied, as if Joseph's troubles were not 
enough, therefore he must tempt him with the proud lust of 
a woman, to. see if he could cause his righteous soul to fall: 
now it appears that this temptation was not soon over ; me- 
thinks that it would have been enough to have been tempted 
by her once, but it was more than once, or twice, or thrice^ 
hut it was day by day that she tempted and enticed him to 
lie with her, and more than this, she would have forced 
him if possibly she could, for after all her enticements, when 
she saw that she could not prevail, she caught him by hi)s 

garment saying. Lie with me ; out remember what he said unto 
er, How can I do this- great wickedness, saith he, and sin 



against Ood ? So he refused, and left his garment in her 
hand, anl fled, and got him out. (Gen. xxxix.) And for 
his innocency it appears, as it were that Satan threw his 
fiery darts at him hke hail, and by false accusation he wa« 
cast into prison. But his God was with him there. Now, 
such temptations as these, and the like, my readers, are veiy 
sinful, and very pleasing and enticing to the flesh : for no 
doubt, methinks, but that this strange woman showed her 
isplendour, and grand allurements, and pride, unto Joseph, 
and that her lips seemed sweet like the honey- comb, and her 
mouth smoother than oil : but consider her end, for it is 
bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword. Her feet 
go down to death ; her steps take hold on hell. Now, lest 
thou shouldest ponder the path of life, her ways are moveable, 
that thou canst not know them. Therefore, my son, search 
the Book of the Proverbs of Solomon, and get instruction, 
and ponder the path of life by close meditation and prayer, 
that it may go well with thee at the end ; and when you are 
beset by any temptation that would lead you into sm, then 
endeavour to keep these words in mind, as Joseph did, and 
«ay. How can I do this great wickedness, and sin against 
God. (Gen. xxxix. 9.) And again, we see that how our 
blessed Lord and Saviour was tempted by the devil in the 
•wilderness, when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, 
and was weak in the body, according to the flesh, and was an 
hungered. Then the devil said uhto him, If thou be the 
Son of God, cbmmand that these stones be made bread. 
But our Lord answered him according to the Scriptures, 
That man shall not live by bread alone, but by the word of 
God. Therefore, in this he did not obey Satan, for he saw 
it good to fast and pray, for the sin of the world, and to do 
the will of God. And wheii the devil saw that he prevailed 
not against him, he quoted unto him authority, and it appears 
from the 01st Psalm, and by a false suggestion, he would have 
had him destroyed himself by a fall fiom the pinnacle of the 
temple. And methinks, if the devil could have gained his^ 
design, he would then have triumph over the kingdom of 
Christ. But Jesus alluded to Scripture again, and that 
by authority, saying, Thou shall not tempt the Lord thy God. 
(Dent. vi. 16.) Therefore, our blessed Lord gave no place 
for this temptation, for his love was so great towards fallen 
man, and he knew that if the foundation was taken away, 
the building must fall. Now, when the devil prevailed n^ 
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in this temptation, he also added another temptation. An4 
again, the devil taketh him into an exceeding high mountain, 
and showeth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory 
of them : And saith, All these things will I give thee; if thou 
wilt fall down and worship me. Then saith Jesus unto him, 
Get thee hence, Satan : for it is written, Thou shalt worship 
the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. And so 
we see that our Lord resisted all the temptations of Satan : 
for he came to save the world from sin, and not to be the 
prince of sinners. No, Christ did not come into the world to 
act and to rule by the devil's authority : neither did he obey 
^im in any thing. But he came to rescue poor sinful souls 
put of his hands, and to save them from everlasting misery. 
And our Lord's temptations were so great, so that I have not 
room enough in this little Book to enlarge upon them, neither 
can I fully enter into them. And may thou, O Lord, forgive 
me where I seem to come short. And now, my beloved 
brethren, in Christ stand fast ; for we do see that there is 
temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them 
that dwell upon the earth. (Rev. iii. 10.) My brethren; be 
not dismayed, but rather count it for joy when ye fall into 
divers temptations. But although it be not altogether joyous 
in the midst of them, yet it will prove joyous m the end, if 
we have fought well the battles of our Lord, and have gamed 
the victory, through the blood of the Lamb. (James i. 2.) 
Brethren, 1 believe that there hath no temptation taken us, 
but such as is common to man ; but God is faithful, who 
will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but 
Tvill, with the temptation, also make a way to escape, that ye 
may be able to bear it. (1 Cor. x. 13,) Submit yourselves 
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
ybu. (James iv. 7.) Blessed is the man that endureth 
temptation, for when he is tried he shall receive the crown of 
life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. 
Even so be it, Lord Jesus. Amen. 

END OF THE TWENTY-THIRD BOOK. 

By Edward Croox. 
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The,Fal l of the Rig hteous. 

In this Book I exhibit to your view the Fall of the Bigh^ 
teousy collected from the Holy Scriptures ^ by chapter and 
Terse ; you have presented to your view the shameful fall of 
David, at that time when he committed adultery with 
Sath-shebOy the wife of Uriah, with an easy explanation 
thereto : and you have also the fall of Solomon set forth 
in this Book, which fell away by the allurements afwo^ 
men, and paid homage' to strange gods : and there ts also 
a warning to shun the evils of this world^ and an exhor- 
tation to repentance. 

My brethren, to you, and to all that dwell in the Island of 
England, and to whomsoever will, let him receive my Works 
freely which are of God , and they shall comfort his soul. Behold 
my two little Books which I have written before this, called 
The Trials of the Righteous and their Temptations, and there 
you see that how Joseph resisted that great temptation. (Gen. 
xxxix. 9.) And how that the righteous have overcome great 
temptations : but some may say Ah, but I have not resisted 
them, but have fallen away by many temptations, therefore 
how shall I e.«cape the damnation of hell? But I say unto 
tliose, be not dismayed, neither have hard thoughts of God, 
for if thou sincerely repent, and believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ for eternal life and salvation, then thou shall be saved ; 
for although there be many righteous that have resisted those 
great temptations, yet on the other hand, there arc many that 
are righteous that have fallen by these grevious temptations, 
and yet by repentance they have found mercy from the hand 
of their God. Therefore I shall, by the help of God, first 
bring to your remembrance that sore and grevious temptation 
that beset David, and how he fell by it, and it is that tempta- 
tion where he committed adultery with Bath^sheba, the wife 
of Uriah, No\^, first observe the occasion or cause of this 
sin, it appears that it sprung in one sense from self indulgence, 
sloth, and idleness : now it appears that when Joseph was be- 
set by this temptation, he was in his business, and doing his 
duty towards God, and his master, therefore he was delivered, 
and had power to -say, How can I do this ffreat wickedness, 
and sin against God. (Gen. xxxix. 9.) And in the behalf 
and honour of Joseph, he tempted not his mistress, but his 
mistress tempted him : but to the shame and dishonour of Da.- 
rid; he temjited or forced Bath-sheba, but Bath-sheba temptc 



not nor forced him. But it appears to nae that David wa« off 
from his duty, for when his ai-my went forth to fight the 
battles of the Lord, he took his rest at home, and this is not 
all, fori am ready to think that instead of David being watch- 
ing and praying for his people whilst they were engaged in 
the war, that he spent too much of his time in self-indulgence, 
and so gave way to the lust of the flesh by degrees, and so 
gave way for this temptation ; for while his pe ople were en- 
gaged in the war, he himself came off his bed at even-tide, 
and there perhaps he had dozed part of the afternoon in idle- 
ness, and perhaps at that time he thought that his enemies 
were far off, and he at ease at home ; but at the same time I 
believe that he had got the 'greatest enemy lurking about at 
his. home with him, which filled his heart with wicked lust, 
an,d caused him to fall into deep mire as it were, where theie 
is no standing, and surely he must have perished in the depth 
of everlasting misery, had not liis Redeemer gave himself for 
him, but by nis love and mercy he saved his soul alive: but 
I have not mentioned all, for we see that David did not only 
commit adultery with Bath-sheba, the wife of Uriah, but he 
did as much as to take away the innocent life of Uriah, with 
a desig 1 to have concealed his own wickedness, for he caused 
him to fall by the sword of the children of Aramon. (2 Sam. 
3ci. 12, i),) And the thing that David had done displeased 
the Lord. , And again, this sin was very grievous and heinous 
in another sense, for by this sin David had given great occa- 
sion to the enemies of the Lord, to blaspheme and to speak 
evil of God, and of his most holy cause and worship, and of 
his beloved saints, and the whole Church of God. And again, 
-probably they may say, this is he that sung of mercy and 
judgment, but where is his mercy now ? For behold he hath 
committed adultery, and hath taken away the life of the inno- 
cent, and. who hast resisted his will. And now we must 
' therefore allow and acknowledge that David's sin in this deed 
was veiy great and hurtful, and by that wicked deed cf Da- 
vid's, I believe that there are many wicked persons in the 
world, who take an occasion to cast a contempt upon the 
word of God until this day, but let it not be so with us, for 
' the word of God is still pure, holy, merciful, just, and righ- 
teous, and although the righteous have fallen, yet the holy 
law of God is thus, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 
(Deut. vi. 5.-r-chap. x. 12.) And thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself. (I^v. xix. 1^. — Matt. xxiL 37.) Tbere^ 
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fore, although David had sinned^ and at iiie same time tifAi^ 
teous Uriah must die, but at the same time, thekw of 6<^is 
holy, just, and good, and shall be for ever and ever. Atneou 
And again, this sin which David comuiitted was detestable in 
the sight of God, and if you read the historical account of Da- 
vid, you ipay plainly see the calamity, sorrows, and troubles 
which he brought upon himself, as it appears, for the most 
and greatest part of the remainder of his days ; but it plainly 
appears that he sincerely repented and was saved : but now I 
say we must not tempt God, nor indulge ourselves in sin after 
the similitude ot David ; no, we must not be presumptuous in 
divine favour, as to think that we shall be saved if we continue 
to commit sins similar to that of David ; no, for the way of 
sin is down-hill, and we cannot tell where we may stop :' hear 
me my son, for the way of Micked lust goeth down to death, 
and its steps take hold on hell. And again, that lustful sin 
that David committed was' a disgrace to him, and stained his 
houour, glory and reputation, and it let him low in this world, 
and I cannot say that it did not place him somewhat lower in 
heaven. And now my readers, observe this, now thia great sin 
of David*s, and that of Manasseh, (2 Kings, xxi.— 2 Chron. 
xxxiii.) are not written down to grant or to give us any license 
to sin, but they are written for our support, and for our en- 
couragement, that is, if we have committed great sins, we 
may not despair in the goodness of the Lord, nor lose the 
hope of God*s mercy ; therefore if we have sinned, let us en- 
treat the Lord to give us an heart to repent, so that we may 
do so no more, and that we may ask pardon for our former 
sins, and that we may pray that the Lord may give us grace 
and &ith to believe in his Sou, and that his blood may cleanse 
us from all our sins. (1 John i. 17.) But for David's 
repentance, search his Psalms, and my Book called RepenU 
anee^ and there you may see how that this great sin grieved 
his precious soul. And now my friends, a sin like this seems 
hard to be forgiven by him that it is committed against, but 
we must forgive, that we may be forgiven, and 1 hope and 
trust that before this, that Uriah, Baih-sheba, and David have 
embraced each other with an heaven-like and forffiving love, 
and that God hath pardoned them, and that he Bath wiped 
away all tears from their eyes. (Rev. vii. 17.) And again, 
after ihis we read of Solomon, the son of David, a child hib^ 
loved of the Lord, a man of much understanding, great in wia* 
dom, riches, and honour, he was a man that was highly ee- 
teemed, and it is said, that all the earth sought to Solomon to 
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bear hi* wudom which God had put in hit heart : th«^e^« 
one would have thought that he was fortified and strengthened 
against all evil, hut alas ! we see his fall, and how his heart wac 
drawn away from his God, and that by the allurement of lust- 
ful and strange women, for he bowed his loins unto strange 
women, so that he stained his honour, and brought himself low ; 
for his wives and concubines turned his heart from that which 
was right, and caused him to pay homage unto strange gods. 
(1 Kings xi. 1.) But notwithstanding, although Solomon 
aid fall low by the lust of sinful nature, yet on the other 
hand^ we have great reason to believe that lie saw his error, 
and the miserable end of this lustful sin, and that he sincerely- 
repented, and that he found his sins pardoned through a me- 
diator, which is Christ our Lord : and this is my confidence, 
because I do not know tliat thereJs any Book to be found ia 
the Holy Scriptures that gives us a better advice against this 
lustful sin than that of the Proverbs of Solomon ; and it ap- 
pears that Solomon looked upon all his pleasures, and behold, 
they were all vanity and vexation of spirit. (£ccl. ii.) And 
now let us hear his conclusion of the wholo matter : Fear God, 
saith he, and keep his commandments ; for this is the whole 
duty of man. (Eccl. xii. 13.) And now most of us, my 
friends, find something of this inbred sin, which wars against 
the spirit of God, and it oftentimes causes the Christian to 
grieve, and to lament because of their infirm ^sins, by the 
weakness of the flesh, and their manifold temptations, and he 
that is ready to ^lip with his feet, is as a lamb despised in the 
thought of him that is at ease. (Job. xii. 5.) And now 
therefore seeing that the poor Christian hath got the world, 
and the flesh, and the devil to encounter against, it is ready to 
make him cry out with the language of Samt Paul and say, O 
wretched man that I am ! who shall dMiver me from the body 
of this death ? I thank God through Jesus Christ cur Lord. 
(Rom. vii. 25.) And now my dear brethren, let us pray that 
the Lord may strengthen the things which remain that are 
ready^to die, for I am afraid oftentimes that our works are not 
perfeict before God. (Rev. iii. 2.) But thanks be unto God which 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

.. . END OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH BOOK. 

By Edwabd Crooi. 
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BOOK THE TWENTY-FIFTH. 



God's Care for his People. 



But in all the trials and conflicts of life , yet rve see that 
the Lord is good^ and that his tender mercy is over all his 
works, and that you may see in this Book that titer e is a 
great consolation for tliose which are humble and trust in 
tlie living God, who labour under adversity and have great 
and spiritual warfare in this life ; and this Work is very 
consoling, and especially for the Children of God, and you 
have it from Scripture, brought up to your view by chapter 
and verse, which I hope will prove beneficial to all them 
that read or hear it. 



But in all the trials and conflicts of life, yet we see that 
the Lord is good, and that his tender mercies are over all 
his works ; and thou O Lord hast never said to thy creature 
man, labour in tha way of holiness for nought, neither hast thou 
said to the seed of Jacob, Seek ye my face in vain; but thou 
hast blessed Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and their seed that 
obey, and the faithful in Christ for evermore ; and although our 
trials on the earth seem great, and the way sometimes seems 
almost hedged up, but yet in these trying seasons, the Lord 
will never leave us nor forsake us, if we put our trust in him ; 
hut he will surely at his good time find a way for our escape;- 
therefore this Book is called God's Care for his People, and 
to strengthen the weak hands, and the feeble knees, by divine 
grace, I will endeavour to show you by a few outlines, what 
God hath done for his people ; glory and honour, and adora- 
tion and praise be unto thy name, O thou most high, which 
hath created man at the beginning, and blessed him with the 
spirit of life, and hath remembered him at his fall, and did' 
provide for him a Saviour; but after this men sinned against 
the most holy exceedingly by the wicked lust of the ^esh. 
(Gen. vi. 2, 5.) But here we see God's care for his people, 
and that righteous Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord, 
and was spared when the earth was deluged by the flood, for 
the overthrow of the wicked ; and the Lord also took care o^ 

q2 



306 

his servant Lot,. and spared him from thje burning, vben he 
destroyed vicjced Sodom and Gomorrah with brimstone and 
fire. (Gen. xix. 24.) And we see again, how the Lord pre- 
served Moses from the hand of the de'stroyer, so that he might 
deliver his people from bondage^ and to show forth his won- 
ders in the land of Egypt. (Exod. ii.) And surely methinks 
that the Lord preserved Israel as a bush in the midst of the 
^, even as a bush which was nV^tr^itnsumed by the fire. And 
ilgain^ the bush, ^bich Moses saw in the. midst of the fire, may 
perhaps have.spms allusion to Israel in their severe bondage: 
put agaiii, I think, perhaps, that it notay have some allusion to 
t^e desert of sinful man, and also to God's mercy, and he 
made it appeiar by an angel of love. (Exod. iiu 2.) And 
^ain we see what, mercy and care the Lord had for his people 
when be. brought them through the deep waters, even through 
t|ie mighty deep, into a good and wealthy land, because his 
mercy endureth for ever. (Exod. xiv.) The Lord also pre-* 
served David, and saved him from the hand of Saul, and de- 
livered him out of the hands of all his enemies, because his 
mercy endureth for ever. But again, behold Elijah the pro- 
phet, and how he was sustained and supported by his God in 
the days of wicked Ahab, when the famine was sore in the 
land, for it rained not as St. James saith for the space of three 
years and six months, (chap. v. 17.— Luke iv. 24.) But 
the Lord took care of Elijah, and fed him by the ravens day 
by day, and after this in the extremity of the famine, by a very 
little oil, and an handful of meal which wasted not, he lived 
many days, and that by prayer and faith in his God. (I Kings 
xvii.) And so you see, my brethren, what love and care the 
Lord hath for his children, for thus it is written that 
he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread 
only^ but by every word ^at proceedeth out of the 
n^outh of the Lord doth man live. (Deut. viii. 3.) And thus 
it is, and here it is realized as follows : — For the Lord rained 
bread from heaven for his people, and they called it manna. 
(Exod. xvi.) So we see that they were red by the word of 
tlie Lord, even by food which fell from heaven, and that in a 
miraculous way, in a way which they knew not, neither did 
their fathers know. And again, we see that after Elijah had 
slain all the false prophets, and th^t in a zealons passion for 
the cause of his God, and for so doing, we see that how his 
precious life was )n danger and pursued after by Jezebel, Ahab's 
wife^ that wicked woman, for she had said that his life if pes-* 
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sible should be tnade like one of theirs on the morrow about 
that time. (1 Kings xviii. — chap. xix. 2.) But the Lord 
took care of him, and fed him by an angel, and he went in the 
strength of that meat forty days and forty nights, unto tldreb 
the mount of God. (chap, xix.) And after this Elijah done 
mighty wonders, and he was taken up into heaven by the cha- 
riot of love. ^2 Kings ii. 11.) And I believe that nis statioii 
and rank is high m neaven, and that he was revealed agaiii 
according to the Gospel. TMark ix.) Therefore know this 
that the Lord hath set apart him that is godl;^ for himself, and 
he will hear their prayer when they cry imto him. (Psalm iv. 
3.) Many are the afflictions of the righteoxis : but the Lord 
delivereth him out of them all. (Psalm xxxiv. 19.) And 
again, we see what love and care the Lord had for Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, and how he stood in the midst of 
the fire with them, with healing in his wings, and he delivered 
tliem from the king's wrath, and his presence assuaged and 
cooled the burning flame, so that those men received no hurt. 
(iJan. iii.) Surely the Lord showed forth his loving-kindness 
to his people in a strange land, and in affliction, because his 
mercy endureth for ever. 

• And again, we see what love and care the Lord had for 
Daniel, in the midst of the devouring lions ; and although 
Daniel's enemies were cruel, and full of subtilty to find out a 
-way whereby they may destroy him by the devouring lions, 
and it is true that they had their desired end, by casting him 
into the den of lions ; but his God was with him ther^, and 
sent his angel and shut the lions' mouths, so that it appears 
that they became as harmless as lambs, and doneliim no hurt, 
because he was found innocent and faithful in this thing, and 
trusted in Ins God ; but his enemies being cast into the lions* 
den, for their wicked and subtile accusation that they bad al- 
leged against him, therefore the lions begaB^ and had the 
mastery of them, and broke and tore their bones in pieces as 
soon as they were cast into the den ; and thus we see the Lord's 
care for his people, and how he plenteously rewardesttbe evil 
doers. (Dan. vi.) O praise im Lord, all ye saints of his, 
() how excellent is thy loving-kindness God, therefore the 
children of men put their trust under the shadow of thy wings. 
(Psalm xxxvi. 7.) And again, hear ye what the Lord saith 
to comfort his people, When thou passest through the waters 
I will be with thee : and through the rivers, they shall not 
overflow thee : when thou walkest through the fire, thou ah' 
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not be burnt : neither shall the flame'^kindle upon thee. For 
I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour. 
(Isaiah xliii. 2.) O my blessed and heavenly Father, Lord, 
and Saviour, believing and seeing that thy word is truth, surely 
then thy children shall be abundantly satisfied with the fat- 
ness of thy house, and thou shalt make them drink of the ri- 
ver of thy pleasures, for with thee is the fountain of life, and 
at thy right hand there is pleasures for evermore. Amen. 

But there may be some perhaps that may say that there are 
passages in the Scriptures to be found where the righteous 
have not always been delivered out of the hands of their ene- 
mies in this world, yes my reader, and it appears to be true, 
and what shall we say concerning these things : now in a tem- 
poral sense, observe the criminal, here, he is not always pun- 
ished immediately after he hath committed the crime, but he 
is kept in confinement until the time of trial, and then he hath 
his sentence of judgment passed upon him, according to his 
crime; and so it is in a more spiritual sense; for all things 
are not finally settled here on the earth, for sometimes we see 
the innocent condemned, and the guilty go free, but this pre- 
dicts that there is a judgment day to be. And asain, the 
wicked pi otteth against the just, and gnasheth upon him with 
his teeih, but the Lord shall laugh at him, for he seeth that 
his day is coming. (Psalm xxxvii. 12.) And again, we of- 
tentimes see Almighty God's power and salvation displayed 
on the earth ; but ! How much more shall we see at that 
day in the heavens, and every thing will be discovered in that 
day, and we shall be all judged according to our works, whe- 
ther they are good or bad ; therefore fear not them which kill 
the body, but are not able to kill the soul, but rather fear him 
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. (Matt. 
X. 28.) 



END OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH BOOK , 
By Edward Crook, 



BOOK THE TWENTY-SIXTH. 



A Description of the Righteous and the Wicked^ 

and their End, 



In this Book you have a description of the Trials of 
the RighteouSy in reference to the wicked^ in their lusts y 
pride^ and prosperity, and also the victory over this 
temptation y and also the miserable end of the wicked, and 
the eternal glory of the righteous : it is chiejly taken 
from the IZrd Psalm, by chapter and verse, and explained 
throughout. 



Now, if any of my readers are not sufficiently satisfied upon 
what I have written concerning the state, condition, and cir- 
cumstances of the righteous and the wicked, I say to those, I 
would advise you to read this Book, hecause in it you may 
see a more full description of the righteous and the wickeci, 
and their end. And now, by Divine Grace, the first subject 
that I intend to enter upon, you may find in the 73rd Psalm. 
Now this doth not appear to me to be a Psalm of David, but 
it is said to be a Psalm of Asaph, and it appears tnat he was 
one of the sweet Psalmists, and his children, in singing, set 
forth the praises of God. And now this high, proud,, wicked, 
lustful, grand temptation of the devil which beset him, and 
that worked about his sinful nature, I am ready to think that 
he experienced it in the early part of his religious life, even 
when he was in full vigour and strength; and the sweet 1 salm- 
ist commences and begins this Psalm, and ascribes all to the 
goodness of God. (verse 1 .) Truly God is good to Israel, 
saith he, even to such as are of a clean heart. And now this 
sore temptation seems to be overcome when he began to pen 
down this Psalm, therefore he sees and acknowledges the ten- 
der mercy of God towards his children ; and now he begins 
to set forth the thoughts and feelings that harrassed his mind 
in the time of this temptation, and he confesseth (verse 2) 
that his feet were almost gone, and that bis steps had well- 
nigh slipped ; but bless the Lord that they were not quite gone ; 
(verse 3; for I was envious at the foolish, saith he, when I 
saw the prosperity of the wicked, as much as to say, fpr at 
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times my way seems hard, and their way iseetns easy.; and at 
thn^ I nave a desire for a taste of their happiness, (verse 4.) 
For there are no hands in their death ; but their strength is 
firm, that is, they pay no regard nor no attention unto death, 
they have no union nor no connection in or with death, be- 
cause the wickedness of their lust lifteth them up against God, 
and their strength is firm, lusty, and strong, (verse 5) they 
are not in trouble as other men ; neither are they plagued like 
other vaen; no, they are not, for things seem to go well 
with them in tliis world : therefore the Psalmist was grieved 
when he saw these things so, and on the other hand,^ oflea- 
tiraes saw the people of God in great adversity, (verse 6.) 
Therefore pride eompasseth them about as a chain ; violence 
covereth them as a garment; and it u true, for instead of 
giving glory and praise to God for all their temporal blessings, 
they indulge themselves in lust and pride, so that it eompasseth 
ihtm as a chain, and violence and cruelty is their garment, 
(verse 7.) Their eyes stand out with fatness : they have more 
dian heart could wish. And my brethren so it is seen in bur 
days, but read on and you will see their end ; (verse 8) they 
are corrupt and speak wickedly concerning oppression : they 
speak softly : how high arc they lifted up by pride, lust, 
and riches^ and they are full of oppression, and grind th6 
foce of the poor. (Isaiah iii, 15, 9.) They set their mouths 
against the heavens, and their tongue walketh through the 
earth; ah! they despise heaven, and the goodness of God who 
feedest them day by day, and because of their pride and riches 
their tongue carrieth the sway through the world, (verse 9) 
therefore his people return hither, and waters of a full cup are 
^Yung out to them ; therefore because it is so, many let go the 
reins, and drink in the pleasures of sin, to the greatest extent, 
(terftfe 11) and they say how doth God know? and is there 
knowledge in the Most High ? Ah ! their proud, lustful na- 
tttrc lifts them as it were above the God of heaven ; how 
ihey grieve the spirit , and cast a contempt upon the Al- 
:ftighty, and disdain the most holy one of Israel. (See — Job 
xii,— Jet. >^ii.-^Hab. i. 4.) And there you will see how they 
correspond and tally with this Psalm, (verse 12.) Behold 
these are the ungodly who prosper in the world, they increase 
in riches, (verse 13.) And when the Psalmist saw how the 
iingodly prospered in this world, and that they had riches in 
Possession, he was almost astonished, and filled with great 
le, and sdid, Verily I have cleansed my heaYt ih Vadn, 
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and washed my hauda in innocence* (verse 14.) For all tbe 
day long have I been plagued and chastened every montiiig. 
My beloved bjrethren, observe that word, verily I have cleansed 
my. heart in vain : now for one to say, 1 have cleansed my 
heart in vain, it muse be offensive to the childsen of God, and 
to the cAuse of God ; for if we believe this, it will throw down 
the foundation of our faith altogether : but at the same time, 
iTC^ must not condemn the aweet Psalmist; for it appears to me 
to be what passed through his mind in the time of this sharp 
conflict of uxe world, flesh, and the devil; and it shows us his; 
and our infirm weakness, and although this sore temptation 
beset him hard, and. tried his precious soul, yet he did not ut- 
terly fall, but by grace he struggled through, and set forth 
the praises of his God again, (verse 15.) And if I say, I 
will speak thus : saith he then, behold, I should offend against 
the generation of thy children, (verse 16.) When I thought 
to know this, it was too painful for me. Now it appears to 
me. that he was ashamed and afraid to tell his people bis state 
and condition in this trial, for fear that he should offend them, 
therefore when he thought to know this, it was too painftil 
for him, or too hard for him, for he could not fully compre- 
hend bow these things were, (verse. 1 7) until he went into 
the sanctuary of God, then understood he their ejid : behold 
it was in the sanctuary where the Lord save him a fresh supply 
of gi^ce, and there the Lotd opened his understanding, that 
he might understand the mercy and justice of God ; and when 
he rightly considered these. things, then methinlES, how 
sweetly hjs heart* was tuned, to sing the first Psalm « (verse 
18.) And in the sanctuary where it was^ given him to see 
the destruction of the wicked, he saith, Surely thou didat set 
them^in slippery places: thou castedst them down into de^ 
struction. Observe, it is the abominable sins of the wicked^ 
which is the cause of their being set in slippery places; for 
how can. the most detestable sinner in the sight of Godyex*^ 
pect to stand upon the beautiful stones of Zion* (verse. 19.) 
Then saith he again, how are they brought into desolation, i^s 
in a moment, they are utterly consumed with, terrors; OhoW^ 
suddenly do they consume and perisk, andcome to a £karfnl- 
end. (verse 20.) Even like as a dream when one. awaketb, 
sQ^OLord, when thou awakest, thou shalt despise their image^ 
the day of judgment delays as it wereto us,.Iike oneln & 
8.l€iep> hut the time will come whea thet Lord will awake t«r 
judgment, and then he will despise their imi^e; but becausr 
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a sentence asainst an evil work it not executed speedily: 
therefore the neart of the sons of men is fully set in them to 
do evil. (Eccl. viii. 11.) But behold the key upon this subject, 
a brutish man knoweth not : neither doth a fool understand 
this. When the wicked spring as the grass, and when all the 
workers of iniquity do flourish, it is that they shall be destroyed 
fbr ever. (Psalm xcii.) Yea, they are reserved to the day of 
destruction; they shall be brought forth to the day of wrath. 
(Job xxi. 30.) And this is the'end of their sinful pleasures, 
and this is their wages — they will be cast into the fire ihat 
never shall be quenched, into hell where their worm dieth 
not and the fire is not quenched. (Mark ix. 43.) And now, 
the Psalmist having by grace struggled through this tempta- 
tion, he seeth the end of the wicked, and not only that, but 
the blessed state of the righteous, an 1 his soul began to be 
filled with love and humility, and he seems to confess his 
ignorance, and his folly before God, and the love and the 

grace of God, excited his faith to such an high degree of love, 
lat made him break out in words like these, Nevertheless, 
that is to say, although my state and condition hast been so, 
I know now that I am continually with thee, thou hast holden 
me by my right hand, thou shalt guide me with thy coun- 
sel, and afterward recieve to glory ; whom have I m the hea- 
ven but thee, and there in none upon the earth that I desire 
beside thee ; my flesh and my heai*t faileth, but God is the 
strength of my heart, and my portion for ever. And my be- 
loved brethren, this is what I call saving faith, or saving grace 
and faith united together ; but it is not so with the wicked, 
for lo, they that are far from thee shall peiish ; thou hast de- 
stroyed all them that go a whoring from thee, that is, they that 
are not married to the Lamb are joined to the evil one, and 
they must perish with their idols; for their proud, wicked lust 
hast caused them to slay the innocent, even the sweet saints 
of God ; and in her was found the blood of the prophets, and 
of the saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth. (Rev. 
xviii. 24.) But the sweet Psalmist said. It is good for me, 
to draw near unto God, I have put my trust in the Lord God 
that I may declare all thy works. (Psalm Ixxiii.) And 
blessed was he because he struggled through and was found 
faithful ; and he once sung the Psalms below, and I believe 
flow in heaven above. Now, it appears that this Psalm was 
written by Asaph, or for Asaph, but not for his sake alone, 
l^ut £or the support and comfort of all generations to come 



213 

And here you may find his name upon record, in the Chro- 
miclea of the Kings of Israel. (1 Chron. vi. 39. — xvi. 5. — 
XXV. 1. — 2 Chron. xxix. 30. — Ezra ii. 41.) Say ye to the 
righteous that it shall be well with him : for they shall eat 
the fruit of their doings. Wo unto the wicked ! it shall be 
ill with him : for the reward of his hands shall be given him. 
(Isaiah iii. 10,) And he that is lifted up here upon the 
earth with wicked lusts, pride, and cruelty, and is ashamed 
of his Lord ; then his Lord will be ashamed of him when he 
comjeth in his glory to judge the world in righteousness. 



Shall I be asham'd of thee. 

Who is for ever nigh? 
Shall I then disowa my Lord, 

Who for me hath bled aud died ? 

Shall Satan then divest my love, 

And put me o£f of fear 
To trample down thy precious blood, 

Who hath given thy life so dear ? 

If I shall then betray my Lord, 
And from his laws depart. 

Cursed then must be my doom. 
Except a contrite heart. 

My Lord will be asham'd of me 
With angels fair and bright ; 

Devils and hell must be my doom ; 
My morning star be night. 

Lord grant that it may not hi so. 
Whilst Gospel shines so bright ; 

O, let me love my Jesus then, 
And take a fresh delight. 

Let me heaven with violence take, 

Defiance to all sin ; 
O Jesus, come, possess my soul. 

Lest Satan enter in. 



Oh, who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire ; 
who among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings ? (Isaiah 
xxxiii. 14.) For behold, the Lord will come with fire, and 
with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his anger with 
fury,and his rebuke with flames of fire. (Isaiah Ixvi. 15.) But 
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he that overcometh, saith the Lord, shall inherit all things : 
and I will be his God, and he shall b« my son. But the 
fearful and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, 
and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all 
liars shaU have their part in the lake which burneth with 
fire and brimstone ; which is the second death. (Hev. xxi. 
7.) There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked; 
but the wicked are like the troubled sea^ when it cannot 
rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt. (Isaiah Ivii. 20.) 
And, my readers, I have not found so much as one promise 
in the word of God, of joy, peace, and rest hereafter, for a 
man or woman that live and die in their sins. Therefore, 
by the grace of God, reftise the evil, and choose the good ; 
be not overcome of evil but overcome evil with good ; so 
that ye may have a right to the tree of life, and may enter in 
through the gates into ^the city, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 



END OF THE TWENTY-SIXTH BOOK. 

% 

By Edward Crook. 



BOOK TWENTY-SEVENTH 



The Book of Election^ anddanger of falling from Qraee, 



This Work is very entertctiningj and I have written it 
with a design to please my God^ and to give satisfaction 
to all as far as I can ; and this Work hath a fair expla- 
nation upon it, and such clear proofs from the Holy Scrips 
tures which cannot be overthrown. All these passages 
from the word of God are completely set in order, and 
drawn up to your view by chapter and verse, with a9i easy 
and plain explanation thereto. Not bigoted in this Work 
either by party or for self inter est, and free from parti' 
ality, except there be a just reason. 



Now, some people will dispute greatly, and hold up great 
arguments concerning election, or the elect people of God, and 
concerning falling from grace, and not falling from grace ; 
now it would he well for such people to make their prayers 
to God through Christ, that they may he directed into the 
good and right way, and that they may pray unto him for a 
right understanding of the knowledge of his ways in all things. 
And again, it would he well for them to search the Scriptures 
at least as much or more than I have done, and then I helieve 
if they are in the right spirit, that their judgment will be good, 
and that they will be much satisfied concerning these things; 
and as the Lord my God liveth, before whom I stand, it is not 
my wish nor desire, nor design, to deceive any, neither am I 
bigoted nor biased to any sector party of religion in particular, 
no otherwise than this — that is, I wish to bear part with all, I 
wish to follow on with all, as far forth as they follow Christ 
and his examples; and 1 believe this, that is, if I write down 
any thing in this Book, or in any other Book, that is wrong, 
and against the will of God, and that I do it willingly and 
wilfully, then God will surely bring me to an account emother 
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day ; therefore I will not, I dare not, as poor as I am, to go be- 
yond the command of my God ; no, not for my house full of 
silver and gold. And now as there is still so many different 
principles, and sentiments, and opinions of people in the world, 
I say, as this is the case, it cannot be expected that I can please 
all, that is, upon a subject like this; therefore 1 hope that you 
will allow me to take this step, and that is, to do all that I 
can to please my God. And now speaking of election, and 
of the foreknowledge of God — I do believe that th% Lord my 
God knoweth all things, from the beginning of time, to the 
end thereof; and I do believe that the foreknowledge of the 
Lord hath no bounds, that is to say, that the wisdom and the 
foresight of the Lord, is from everlasting to everlasting ; for 
he declares to be the first, and with the last, and beside me 
saith the Lord, there is no God nor Saviour. (Isaiah xli 4. — 
chap, xliii. 10. — chap. xliv. 6, 8. — chap. xlv. 5, 6.) And he 
foresaw, the sufferings of the bleeding Lamb, and declared that 
all the nations of the earth should be blessed by him. (Gen. 
xxii. 18.— r-l Peter, i. 20.) And again, the Lord also foresaw 
the antediluvian world in their wickedness, and their end, but 
yet he preserved his servant Noah in time, so that he might 
preserve a remnant according to this election of grace. (Gen. 
vi. 3, 8.) And again, did not the Lord foresee his people 
Israel four hundred years in affliction, even at that time when 
the Lord revealed it to his servant Abraham ? (Gen. xv. 
1 3.) And again, the Lord foresaw Esau and Jacob before 
t' at they came forth, and how that they were to be separated 
and divided in their station. (Gen. xxv. 23.) And again, the 
•Lord foresaw Jeremiah, and sanctified him in the womb, and 
ordained him to be a prophet unto the nations. (Jer. i. 5.) 
And so known unto God are all his works from the beginning 
of the world. (Acts xv. 18.) For whom he did foreknow, he 
nlso did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son. 
(Rom. viii. 29.) And blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ, according as he hath 
chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and without blame before him in love. (Eph. 
i. 3.) Therefore my beloved brethren, be not ignorant of 
tliese things, but remember that one day is with the Lord as 
a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. (2 Peter 
iii. 8.) Therefore 1 believe that the Lord knoweth all things, 
('ven them that are his. (2 Tim. ii. 19.) Even his elect 
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people ; but although it be so, yet at the same time, 1 believe " 
that there is a measure of the grace of God givert to every 
man to profit withal; and 1 beheve that the foreknowledge of 
God makes no difference at all to my election by grace ; for it 
appears to me that it neither brings me into election, neither 
doth it cast me out, but yet I will acknowledge that the de- 
sign of God is to bring me into election, if I will obey; but 
if not, then I must be cast out; and I will take it upon myself 
and say as much as this, and that is, I believe that the Lord 
hath blessed me with a day of grace, and that I have experi- 
enced and enjoyed and embraced his heavenly calling, and if 
I always do embrace it, so that I hold on and out to the end 
through Christ, then I believe that my election by grace will 
be sure, and that I shall be eternally saved ; and then if it be 
so with me, I believe that God foresaw that my election by 
his grace was sure from the foundation of the world, as much 
as to say, I was his elect from the foundation of the world ; 
but now, if on the other hand, I despise the day of his grace, 
even the day of his heavenly calling, and so by my sinful na- 
ture give way for temptations, and the allurements of this sin- 
ful world, and so fall away to sin, and die in the same, then if 
it be so, then I believe that God foresaw that I made not my 
calling or election sure, and that I was not his real elect from 
the, or before, the creation of the world ; but perhaps some 
may say, but if God foresaw that some was not sure elected, 
iTvho then can the^charge be laid against, God or themselves, 
concerning the loss of their soul "i surely it must be laid 
against themselves, because on God*s part they were chosen 
and elected from the beginning as well as others, and would 
have been saved as well as others if they had not despised 
their blessing ; but they say, depart from us for we desire not 
the knowledge of thy ways, and he that departs from God, 
casteth away his calling and election. And again, although 
God forseeth that election is not sure to them that always de- 
spise it, yet at the same time, the Lord never designed it ac- 
cording to the will of his love ; therefore we see that the sin- 
ner despiseth his election, which is of grace, and so loveth 
his election, that is of grace, or how is it that the sinner is to 
be- cast into everlasting misery, if he hath Hot brought all this 
upon himself; therefore he must be the cause of the loss of 
his election, that is of grace, for God is love, and willethnot 
the death of a sinner, but rather that he would turn from his 
wicked ways and be saved ; and this is very clear to be^eenin 
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manjr places in the word of God. (see Ezek. xviii. 22, 23.-^ 
chap, xxxiii. 11.) See my Books, Exhortation^ and the 
Goodness ofGod^ and the Sufferings of Christy And that he 
died for all, and tlxen one would think that my readers would 
be satisfied upon this subject ; but still some people think 
that because God foresees his elect from the beginning, and 
by that they think that he decrees such a number to be saved, 
and such a number to be lost ; but they do err, my beloved 
brethren, for it is not so with Gt)d, for he will surely first give 
them a possibility of being saved ; for in time that is past I have 
been tried concerning all such things, and I have searched into 
the W4)rd of God by prayers, and with tears day and night, 
and that for a right understanding in all things ; and now I 
cannot find from the beginning of Genesis to the end of the 
Bevelations, that God hath decreed any man to be. lost except 
he first giveth him a possibility of being saved ; but some think 
that because God knows these things he designs, them to^be 
so,, but it is not so altogether ; but to that man that thinks 
that it is so, I will put one plain question to him, and that ia 
this: — Now suppose that you may have two sons, and that you 
bad foreknowledge enough to see their end, and you foresaw 
their end, and that one would die righteous and happy, but the 
other would die sinful and miserable ; now could any one 
think that it was your desire for one of your children to die 
sinful and miserable, because that you foresaw that he would 
die in his sins ? No, I shculd think'that you would grieve 
more for him that died in his sins, than you would for htm 
that was gone to heaven ; and so in like manner it is with our 
Heavenly Father ; and do not you think that the love of God 
is as great towards all of us, as our love is towards our child*- 
ren ; and as there is more joy in heaven over one sinner that 
^epenteth, than there is over ninety and nine just persons 
^hich need no repentance. (Luke xv. 7.) Therefore it 
plainly appears that God delighteth in all our salvation and 
preservation from danger and misery ; but still some men 
will say, that the Scriptures speak of an elect people ; yesv 
and God hath a right so to do, because he knoweth them 
from the beginning ; but then at the same timte he- is willing 
that they all should be elect, for he will not cast out any thaA 
come unto him through Christ ; but yet he sees that they will 
not come unto him that they may have life, and if some will 
not repent and turn to the Lord, then they must perish in 
their sins : and I say again, that God hath a right to speak of 
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hit elect, but this doth not make the grace of God of any less 
effect to others, but it still seems to stagger some, beeause 
that the Scriptures hold out election, but that need not to 
stagger you, for that shall hold out for all to be elected, if 
they love and serve God aright, and there is a possibility for 
you to do this ; but he that doeth wrong, shall receive for die 
wrong which he hath done, and there is no respect of persons. 
(Col. iii. S5.) Therefore if you do evil, and live and die in 
your sins, then I believe that God foresaw that you made not 
your calling nor election sure ; no, not from the creation of 
the world. (Rev. xvii. 8.) But yet you had a day of grace, 
and may have been saved as well as others, but you would 
not come to Christ for life eternal. But again, perhaps some 
* poor sinner may say, but how can I be elected, if God fore- 
saw that I never was elected ? O poor sinner, do not despair, 
but embrace the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, and that 
with a lowly, humble, and penitent heart, and hang upon the 
mromises of Christ, for eternal life and salvation, even upon 
Uhrist himself, and thou shall be saved ; for look at the ge- 
nerations of old, and see did ever any trust in the Lord and 
was confounded'? Or did any abide in his fear and was for- 
saken, or whom did he ever despise that called upon him. 
(Apoc. to Eccl. ii. 10.) But again, some may say that they 
are not dected because they do not enjoy so much of the grace 
of Grod in their souls as others ; O do not despair, but pray 
and wait patiently, and if thou doeth well, then thou shall be 
accepted, and if tJiou love and serve God aright, then his 
isercy knows no bounds towards thee ; but if thou doeth not 
well, then sin lieth at thy door. (Grea. iv.**?.) For every 
man shall be rewarded according to his works. (Rev.' xx, 
12. 13.) Therefore it appears to me that every man is 
elected according to condition ; for thus saith the just God 
and Saviour, Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of 
the earth, for I am God and there is none else. (Isaiah xlv. 
21, 22.) But then, as we have seen before, that our election 
by grace is not sure except we fear God, and keep his com- 
mandments, for this is the whole duty of man. (Eccl. xii. 
13.) But perhaps some would like to see something more of 
the character of the elect people of God ; why my readers, 
they were once like all others ; they were born in sin, and shapen 
in iniquity, and when they were children, they did as children, 
but when the grace of God came home to them, sooner or 
later they embraced it, and so put away childish things; 
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Now, these are his elect — those that despise not the day of 
his grace, nor his heavenly calling, but embrace it, and by 
his help repent of their sins, and gladly believe and embrace 
the Gospel of Christ, and by his help humble their souls be- 
fore him, and implore his Father's mercy, and trust in him 
for eternal life and salvation, and walk with him, and pray to 
him in secret and in public places, and are resigned to his 
will in all things, and love mercy and righteousness, and hold 
on and out to the end ; and those are they that shall inherit 
his glory, and their Redeemer shall be their everlasting righ- 
teousness, for they shall ascribe all to the blood of the Lamb. 
Therefore when the Lord looks upon those blest characters, is 
not it reasonable then and right that he should say, I will be 
gracious to whom I will be gracious, aad will show mercy on ' 
whom I will show mercy. (Exod. xxxiii. 19.) And it is 
upon these blest characters above mentioned, that he will have 
mercy, because he knew them from the beginning, that they 
would love him and keep his commandments. But speak- 
ing of Pharaoh, St. Paul saith. And whom he will he hard- 
eneth. (Rom. ix. 18.) And these ajre they that once despised 
the day of grace; and when once grace is gone then the 
heart must be hardened. And again, hath not the potter 
power over the clay of the same lump, to make one vessel 
unto honour, and another unto dishonour ? Yes, he ha% 
because he is wisest, and he himself is the judge. And has 
not Gt)d a right to do so with us whom he hath made ? Yes, 
surely he has, because he is wise, and foreseeth our ways and 
actions, and he himself is the judge. Who are they then 
which he makest unto honour ? O, surely these are they who 
embrace the day of his grace, even their heavenly calling^ 
and believe, love, and obey, with their hearts imto righteous- 
ness. Who are they then which he maketh unto dishonour ? 
O, surely methinks, these are they that once had a day of 
grace as well as others, but they regarded it not ; but they 
despised it and lived in sin and rebellion against God their 
Saviour, (see Proverbs i.) Therefore, he will laugh at their 
calamity, and mock when their fear cometh. And ihese are 
they that he maketh unto dishonour. What, if God willing 
to show his wrath and to make his power known, endured 
with much long-suffering the vessels of wrath, made up and 
fitted to destruction — I say then, is God unjust in this? 
Surely no, not at all, not in the least, because God endureth 
it, and that with much long-suffering to us- ward, not willing 
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Aat any should perish, but that all should come to repehtance 
and live. (2 Peter iii. 9.) Again, hath not he a right to 
make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, 
which he had afore prepared unto glory ? Yes, he has, and 
that without ally injustice whatever, oecause he foreseeth that 
such will be for love and mercy, even as he is of love and 
inercy ; and it also declares, and bespeaks, and sets forth the 
goodness of God. and that to the Gentiles as well as the Jews, 
according to his foreknowledge, for there is no respect of per* 
sons wiu God. (Rom. ii. 11.) But concerning that which 
hath been aboVe mentioned, (see Jer. xviii. — Isaiah xlv. 9. — 
ftom. iv. 20, 21.) 

And a^ain, in another place, by faith, David saith, Thy 
people shall be willing in the day of thy power ; and hath 
not God a right to say that his people shall be willing in the 
day of his power ? Yes, surely, and that it makes heaven re- 
joice and ring for joy ; Y6s, the Lord hath much right to say 
this, and yet without any exception or limitation oh his part 
whatever. But again, our Lord saith. All that ray leather 
givethihe sh-Il come to me; and who are they? Why they 
are those blest characters aforesaid, e,ven thosie which are re- 
conciled to God through Christ ; but yet there is no' restric* 
tion against others whatsbever, for at the same time saith he, 
and him that Cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. (John 
vi. 37.) And again, speaking of his elect disciples, I pray 
for them ^aith he, 1 pray not tor the world, but for tneni 
which thou hast given me, for they are thine. (John xvii. 
9,) l^W iti this there appears to be some restraint, but yet 
li We look agaih, there appears to be but little, for observe, 
li^ithei^ pifay I fbf these alonfe saith Christ, but for theia also 
which snail believe on me through their wpi'd. (c^ap. xvii. 
2&.)* fiut Still thi^ seeliis somei^hat like a singular jft-ayer for 
his elect <^hildretl ; ahd hk^ nol our blessed I^deemer a just 
right to pray for those blessed ones which biilieve oil his naine t 
Yed, foi^ he foresaxv them from the beginning, for thus it is 
^tittett, lie shall^ee of the travail of nis soul, and shall Be 
fi'atisfteJ. (isaiah liii. 11.) But what doth that mean where 
Chtist saith, 1 pray not for the world ? Now according to niy 
judgAient it means as much as this, that is, this prayfer of our 
blessed Lord, seems to be a prayer fbi* the preservation of his 
most lovely saints, Church, and people, and that they niav be 
pi^*5erVed from th6 power of the prince of this world, which 
feeth in wickedness, therefore saith he, I pray not for tb'' 
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world, no, not for sin to reign — no, not for the powers of 
darkness ; but rather that sin and Satan's works may be de- 
stroyed, and that my most holy Church maybe built up, and 
fortified against all the powers of death, hell, and sin ; and 
now for to say that Christ prayed, and that with respect of 
persons altogether, it seems to me to be quiie a contradiction, 
because it is said, that God so loved the world that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever belie veth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life ; for God sent not his 
Son into the world to condemn the wprld, but that the world 
through him might be saved. (John iii. 16, 17.) And again, 
the people of God have great encouragement, for being con- 
fident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good 
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ. 
(Phil. i. 6.) Yes, if we love and fear God, he will surely do 
all on his part, and he hath done all on his part ; and then if 
it be so with us, then our election, which is of grace, will be 
sure. But again, we plainly see by what St. Jcnin saith here 
that Christ's prayer was not limited, no otherwise than afore- 
said — and what follows, I pray not for the world. And again, 
perhaps it may have some allusion to that blasphemous sin, 
even the sin against the Holy Ghost, (see Matt. xii. 31, 32.) 
There is a sin unto death, saith St. John : 1 do not say that 
he shall pray for it. (1 John. v. 16.) But the sin against 
the Holv Ghost I would rather omit at this time, because I 
believe that people know enough of sin, and to their shame, 
without my explaining unto them the nature and the mean- 
ing of that sin against the Holy Ghost ; but one thin^ I w.ould 
advise you to do, brethren, and that is, persevere with all di- 
ligence to make your calling and election sure, for if ye do 
thene things ye shall never fall. 

But again, now because the nature of that Almighty Being 
' is pure and holy, some people then may be ready to say, 
how is it then that his creature man was not kept pure anc) 
holy, and that without any possibility of falling into sin? 
Why it appears to me to be a great mystery, yet some learned 
men will say that the cause of this was by the falling angels, 
of whom the devil was the first and ringleader ; but then if 
it be so, yet why was it suffered to be that he should tempt 
our first parent Adam, and that while he was in a pure and 
holy state in the garden of Eden, and in his innocency, and 
knew no sin. (Gen. ii. 25.) But how those things were 
•suffered to be at the first, it is not given me to know, for I 
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have~ searched the Scriptures, and I cannot find that it 
says but very little about it. (2 Peter ii. 4. — Jude i. 6.— 
Job iv. 18 — XV. 15. — Rev. xii. 7 — xx. 10.) But still I be- 
lieve that there was a first cause of those things, and a great 
and important cause ; and it is such a mystery altogether, 
which I believe was never fully revealed unto man, neither 
are we commanded to search much into'it ; neither is it our 
duty so to do, and where we cannot trace the ways and works 
of Almighty God, and that to the source of things, we know 
that we are commanded to trust in him, and we are sure that 
the Judge of all the earth will do right, because he is righte- 
ous ; but I could enlarge more upon these things aforesaid 
perhaps, but I would rather omit them, for fear mat I should 
displease and offend my God ; but this I know, that my God 
is exceeding righteous, holy, good, and full of love, and that 
the devil is exceeding wicked, cruel, bad, and full of evil. 
And again, this I believe, that God's purposes are for our 
good, and that the devil's purposes are for our everlastinc" de- 
struction. And again, this we know, that all things woj^ to- 
gether for good to them that love God. (Rom. viii. 28.) 
U the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge 
of God ! How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways 
past finding out ! (Rom. xi. 33.) 

And now, as I have, by the help of God, said so much upon 
election, then the next thing therefore which I intend to do, 
by the help of God, is to show you that there is a danger or a 
possibility of falling from election or grace ; now some peo- 
ple seem so weak, and so presumptuous as to think, and to 
say that there is no danger of falling from grace, or the di- 
vine favour of God, when once they have received it. And 
now concerning falling from grace, and that finally, is a thing 
known to God, but not to us in general ; but notwithstanding 
God knows this, yet it seems to make nothing strange, nor no 
odds to us ; for it appears that we are liable to stand or to 
fall all the same for that. And now my readers I plainly see, 
and do believe, that there is a great danger of falling from 
grace, and that I need watch and pray daily, for fear lest I 
should lose the grace and the love of God out of my soul ; 
but some perhaps may say,, it ^ matters not to me what you 
say about it, but I should like to know what the word of 
God saith concerning it; well, if it be so, I will endeavour to 
show you what the word of God saith concerning it. And 
now I believe that there always was, and always yri]} be a 



224 

danger of felling from grace, until we get nearly or q^ite to 
heaven. Behold, he putteth no trust in his saints; jea, the 
heavens are not clean in his sight ; How much more abomi- 
fiable and filthy is man, which drinketh iniquity like water ? 
(Job XV. 15.) And again, for if God spared not the angels 
that sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered them 
into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment, mcdting 
them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly. 
(2 Peter ii. 4. 6.) , Therefore according to what I can under- 
stand of things, there is, and always. was, a danger of falling 
from grace, ever since, or before man waa created upon the 
earth. But again, there are some perhaps that may say yet, 
but if what hath been said means that angels did sin, and that 
before this world began ; and if it be so, it appears that they 
had no Saviour to interpose, nor to make recoi^ciliation with 
God for them ; but we have a crucified Saviour, and by his 
grace we stand ; yes my readers, you are right, but yet there 
IS a danger of falling from grace : now, for if after they have 
escaped the pollutions of the world, through the knowledge 
of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled 
therein and overcome, the lattej* end is worse with them than 
the beginning ; for it had been better for them not to hav^ 
known the way of righteousness, then, after they had knoyvn 
it, to turn from the holy commandments delivered unto them ; 
but it is happened unto them according to the Proverb : i?he 
dog is turned to his own vomit again, and the sow th?it was 
washed to her wallowing in the mire. (2. Peter ii. 18, 
and following verses.) Therefore we see plainly that there is 
a danger of tailing from grace ; but my beloved brethren, 
this need not to be the case with any of us, because Cliriat 
hath died ; but nevertheless, my beloved brethren, give all 
diligence to make your calling and election sure, for if you do 
these things ye shall never fall. (2 Peter i. 10.) And £^ain, 
Was not our first parent Adam liable of falling, although at 
the first he was in a pure and holy state? yes, there was some 
danger of his falling ; and did not God forewarn him of this 
vhen he commanded him, saying. Of every tree of the garden 
thoii mayest freely eat, but of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil thou shalt not eat of it, for in the day that fhou 
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. (Gen. ii. 16, 17.) 
But some perhaps may say, that this was a covenant of works, 
without any extraordinary grace or assistance ftopa Qpd. tP 
enable him to perforni it, so by that you say he was liable to 
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&11, biit we stand by the grace of Christ ; ye8, and I beli^iiff 
that he might have stood, and that by the grace of hief Mak^, 
for I beheve that God gave Adam grace, and that sufficifiQt 
for the obedience of works, for I beheve that God never gav^ 
Ad^m a command to obey him without grace and poiirer, qqit 
ther do I believe that the Lord requires impossibilities of ^nj 
maq, and grace always goes first, and where there is grace, 
there is always obedience required. And again, it appe^ry 
that the covenant of grace, took place from the fall of Adam, 
^ut then when men began to multiply on the face of the ^arth, 
lind to do exceedingly wicked,, it appears then that they fell 
from grace, and that God swept them off by the flood. (Qen. 
vi.) And again, by. the fire of his vengeance, for he turned 
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned 
ihem with an overthrow, making them an ensample ui^to thofS 
that after should live ungodly. (Gen. xix. 24. — 2 Peter, ii- 
5, 6.) And again, indeed Christ hast stood up for fallen mfin» 
^ and that to bring his soul back from death, and to raifte it up 
to its original and pure state, and as man now knoweth good 
and evil, if then he choose the good he shall be $aved; but if 
he refuse the good, and choose, the evil, he then falls b^ci^ 
from the grace of the Father, apd of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost, for without holiness no pian shall see the Lord. And 
again, was not Abrahani, Isaac, and Jacob chosen and elected f 
Yes, and why was it ? Why because by grace they believed iiji 
(zod, and by prayer and faith, Jacob wrestled with the f^ngiE^ 
of the Lord, and he would not let him go until he ksiew that 
his grkce was sufficient for him ; therefore they fell np.t> b^r 
cause by grace tHey believed in him, and loved him« 9Dd 
feared him, and kept his commandments, and 'he that doeth 
these things shall never fall ; and Jacob's name was cha^g^i) 
Xq that of Israel, and by him came the twelve tribes of th« 
(Qiildien of Israel : and was Israel in any danger of falling 
from grace, being the seed of Abraham ? Why it appear? that 
they were liable of falling fron? grace, ^nd it is to be feace4 
ihat many of them did fall from grace, and that they dP bjX 
from grace even to this d^y. And now, I will, by th^ helg 
of God, endeavour to show you that they weje in danger of 
falling from grace, and that by the plain word of CrQ(}. B^l 
^r^t, w§s Israel a chosen and an elect people % yes, foa 

they we.re within the cove^nant of grace, even with thfir &• 
ler Abirahftm. (see Gen. jpvii. 7u) And ih^. Lord r^a^n^ioA 

^9^ coi^natj^t again wiA W? pe^l© Iw^^, eivw ^ <hf timfi ot 
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the Passover, when they eat and fed upon the Paschal Lamb, 
which was no less I helieve than a type of feeding upon the 
love and grace of Christ himself. (Exod. xii.) And in short 
they were called a holy chosen people beloved of the Lord, 
even a peculiar, a special people of God. (Deut. vii. 6. — 
xiv. 2. — xxvi. 19. — 1 Peter ii. 9.) And these chosen, even 
these peculiar and special people were liable and in danger of 
fiilling from grace, and that you may plainly see by what fol- 
lows : now concerning them, hear what Moses saith. What na- 
tions, saith he, is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto 
them, as the Lord our God is in all things that we call upon 
him for? And what nation is there so great, that hath statutes 
and judgments so righteous as all this law, which I set before 
you this day ? And hear the charge that Moses gives them, 
and how he cautions them against the danger of sin, and of 
falling from grace, only take heed to thyself, saith he, and 
keep thy soul diligently, lest thqu forget the things that thine 
eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the 
days of thy life. (Deut. iv.) And again, thou shalt also con- 
sider in thine heart that as a man chasteneth his son, so the 
Lord thy God chasteneth thee, therefore thou shalt keep the 
commandments of the Lord thy God to walk in his ways, and 
to fear him. (Deut. viii. 5.) Ye shall not go after other 

fods, of the gods of the people which are round about you ; 
'or the Lord thy God is a jealous God among you, lest the y 
anger of the Lord thy God be kindled against thee, and de- 
stroy thee from off the face of the earth. (Deut. vi. 14, 15.) 
And it shall be, if thou do at all forget the Lord ^y God, and 
walk after other gods, and serve them ; and worship them, I 
testify against you this day that ye shall surely perish. As 
the nations which the Lord destroyed before your &ce, so 
fthall ye perish, because ye would not be obedient imto the 
voiceof the Lord your God. (Deut. viii. 19, 20.) There- 
fore thus it is a blessing if ye obey, and a curse if ye will not 
'>bey« (chap. xi. 27, 28.) And again, then did Israel obey, 
>r did they not obey ? Why it is to be feared, it is to be be- 
ieved that many of them fell away, even the priests of the 
Lord. (1 Sam. ii. 22.) And their wickedness altogether, 
seems to have been the cause of thirty -four thousand men 
dying by the sword, and many thousands more, (see Jude^ 
XX.) And now hear the word of the Lord, I said indeed that 
thy house and the house of thy fathers should walk before me 
for ever ; but now he saith. Be it far from me, for them that 
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honour me, I will honour, and they that despise me, shall 
lightly esteemed. (1 Sam. li. 30.) And so you see that when 
we bring things altogether, our salvation appears to be on 
condition, and that faith if it hath not good works is dead be- 
ing alone. (James ii. 17.) But some perhaps may say that 
St. Paul concludes that a man is justified by fafith, without 
the deeds of the law. (Rom. iii. 28.) And that Abraham 
believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness, 
(chap. iv. 3.) And all very right my readers so far, for we 
know that grace and faith stands first, for by grace and love, 
God made man at the beginning, and I love the doctrine of 3t. 
Paul, as much as I do the doctrine of St. James, and I love 
the doctrine of St. James, as much as I do the doctrine of St. 
Paul, and neither of them stagger me, but they both comfort 
me ; therefore first grace with its faith, Abraham embraced it, 
and thereby, and that with obedience he believed in God, and 
he counted it unto him for righteousness. (Gen. xv. 6.) 
And again, we see that Abraham had obeyed the command 
of the Lord before. (Gen. xii. 1, 4.) And where there is 
grace, there always is obedience required. But now I wish 
to make it as plain as I can to my readers ; therefore, first 
grace, whereby Abraham believed in the Lord, and he counted 
it to him for righteousness ; and then works^ that is, I am 
the Almighty God, walk before me, and be thou perfect. (Gen. 
xvii. 1.) And then the establishment of the covenant, and 
that is, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. 
(Gen. xvii. 1.) As much as if God had said unto him. Now 
Abraham, if you will love and fear me, and keep my ecm- 
mandments, then I will establish my covenant with thee, to 
be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. 
^ And now it appears to me, that St. Paul speaks of that faith 
of justification ; but St. James seems to speak more fully of 
that faith of justification, and of that faith and works which 
leads on to sanctification, for it may be that Abraham found 
his soul more in a sanctified state at that time when he bad 
offered up his son Isaac upon the altar, even at the time when 
the Lord blessed him, more so then perhaps, than he did at 
that time, when he believed in the Lord, and it was counted 
to him for righteousness ; but yet I believe that there is no 
Scripture that speaks of good works, more than that of St. 
Paul, and that his works are- to be commended with the to- 
pic of the Holy scriptures. And now my readers, I hope 
that I have given you satisfaction so far, but yet I have some- 
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tJbiiig more to day concerning falling from g^afee : for dfcr 
ihtke things, wh^n Solomon had built the house of the Liord. 
#d iee God's covenant with him, and that how the Lora 
hilibWed his honse which Solomon had built, and that to 
Put iby ttftme t^l^re for ever, saith the Lord, and mine eyes 
dnd mine heart ^hall be there perpetually. And if thoU wilt 
Walk before me, ds David thy father walked, in integrity of 
heilrl and in uprightness, to do according to all that I have 
ddtnmanded tn^, and wilt keep my statutes and my judg* 
mc^nts ; then I will establish th^ throne of thy kingdom upon 
lsra<?l for ever, as I promised to David thy father. But if 
ydu shall at all turn from following me, you or your children, 
aiid will not keep my commandments and my statutes \irhich 
I h^vd s^t before yon, but go and serve other gods, kad 
worship them : then will I cut off Israel out of the land which 
I have given them : and this house which I have hallowed 
fdr my name, will I cast out of my sight ; and Israel shall be 
a proverb and a by-word among all people. (1 Kings ix. 6.) 
And thus we seci that ther^ is a great danger of falling from 
gra^e \ And thus it plainly appears that many of Israel did 
fiiU aWay, and that they are a proverb and a by- word amtong 
mo^t people lintil this day. Now again, it appears that Joash, 
king of Judah reigned well at the beginning, and that hei did 
ifdpair the house of the Lord. And it appears that he was in 
favour With the good priest and his God. But after this We 
i^ how that he did fall away to Idolatry, and killed Zacha^ 
ritth the (iriisst's son, ^hich thing it appears was to his de- 
fltructiott. (2 Chron. xxiv.) And we see that Uzzlah 
f^ign^d well for a time, and as I6ng ai^ he sought the Lord, 
God made him to prosper, but When he became strong, hh 
feeart li^as lifted up to his destruction : ibr he disobeyed the 
<jottimand of hi^ God, and invaded thd priests office: and by 
io doing h^ b^ci^me a leper unto the day of liis d^eath. (^ 
Ghroh; xxvi.) And it plainly appears, and in many places 
thAt thfe children of Israel did fall away very much from the 
loVe attid fdr our of the Lord their God, and that they are an 
ensample to all generations following, that is, to show unto 
us that there is danger of falling from gract^. Again, HoW 
is the faithful city become an harlot, saith the Lord, it was 
fdll of jiidgmeht; righteousness lodged in it ; but now mur- 
derers. ^(Isaiah i. 21.) Therefore, thus saith the Lord, If 
y« Will not hear, and if he will not lay it to heart, to give 
glory unto my name, saith the Lord of hosts ; I will even 
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sen4 a cuiseupon you, and I will curse your blessings:. yea, 
I have cursed theai already, because ye do not lay it to heart. 
(Mai. ii. 2.) And I say unto you, That many shall come from 
the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham and Isaac 
and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. But the children of 
the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness : there 
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (Matt. viii. 11.) 
Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God : on them 
which fell, severity; but towards thee, goodness, if thou 
continue in his goodness : otherwise, thou also shalt be cut 
off. (Rom. xi. 22.) And St. Paul himself, I believe, saw that 
there was a danger of falling from grace. 1 keep under my body, 
saith he, and bring it into subjection : lest or for fear that by 
any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should 
be a cast-away. (1 Cor. ix. 27.) And'so it appears that St. 
Paul saw the necessity of watching and praying a^ainirit fall- 
ing from grace as much as any man, and he that thinkest he 
standeth let hiiii take heed lest he fall. And again, take 
heed, brethren, saith he, lest there be in any of you an evil 
heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. For we 
are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our 
confidence stedfast unto the end. (Heb. iii. 12.) But if we 
sin, wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the 
truth,, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain 
fearful lookiue for of judgment, and fiery indignation, which 
shall devour me adversaries. He that despised Moses' law, 
died without mercy, under two or three witnesses : of how- 
much sorer punishment, suppo^ ye, . shall he be thought 
worthy who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and 
hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was 
sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the 
Spirit of grace ? (Heb. x. 26.) And again, the just shall 
live by faith : but if any man draw back, my soul shall have 
no pleasure in him. (verse 38.) And again, our Lord saith, 
No man having put his hand to the plough, and looking 
back, is fit for the kingdom of God. (Luke ix. 62.) Now, 
seeing that these things are so, brethren, then let us be careful, 
so as to not lose our first love. (Rev. ii. 4.) Oh, then let 
ua pray unto the Lord that these things may be strengthened 
which remain, that are ready to die : lest for fear, that aflter 
we have tasted of the grace of Christ, our works are not perfect 
withGod. (Rev; iii, 2.) But again. 1 must mention two or three 
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things m6re before that I can conclude this Utile book. And 
again, it hath been said, that St. Paul concludes thai A man 
is justified by faith without the deeds of the law; and trll 
rery right, and I conclude so, for when a man is first c«lM 
by the grace of God, the man hath got do good works tofl^oit, 
nor €o merit anything, but he believes by faith, that the gr^ef 
of God through Christ is sufficient to sare his aoul, but thetr 
is not that man after ^this to walk in newness of life, and is 
humble ol>edience to the laws and commands of his 6od ? 
And now I suppose that some people will allow this to b^ jflP 
very right, but then after this does not St. Paul speak Of mr 
danger of falling from grace ? Yes, he does, and hast done, and' 
now hear these awful and important words of St. PauF, attd 
that is, he e.xhorteth us not to fall back from the faith by lay- " 
ing again tlie foundation of repentance front dead work«, 
and th:%t we should not trust in the outward forms and eere-^ 
mpniesof religion, but chat we should grow in grace, and go ott 
unto perfection, for it is impossible, saith he, for those Wlwr 
were once enlightened, and nave tasted of the- heavenly gift, 
and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have t»rtcd' 
the good word ^God, and the pot<rers of the world tte'confe f 
if they shall fall away to renew them again unto repeiftance r' 
seeing they crucify to themselves the Sbn of God aff^^, 
and put him to an open shame. (Heb. vi; 4'.) And now we see* 
by what St. P&ul saith here that it it enough to makef a mEan- 
tremble for fear of falling from grace, aiid you see hefm^ntioMY 
eth it again, (chap. x. 25.) And now if we rightly cotf^*- 
deC'Uf>on these passages'of the Holy Scriptures whiclr I haw 
)>emied down, it must be brought in, and that By a^ cJl^i^dlfe- 
monstration that there is a great danger of falling fi*otiy grttce; 
1 Bay, it is drawn from such principles that every Ottfe^i^fjtcf 
considers it ip the right way must own it» trutR But agaiVv 
and now by ydiat St., Paul satthhere, some poor soul mtfy say, 
then if I tali from gmce is^there no recovery ItM: mcby-repetl** 
timce, whereby my poor soul- might be saved f O fts^tttf fel^ 
low sinner if you do not go to the length* of th^lt shi against^ 
tile Holy Ghost ; and by what is above ment^iYed^ bySt. Paitfl, 
I am ready to'think that it has some allnsiou tothat siM s^ain^ 
the Holy GhoU ; for we know that the Serip^rtlf Aft vat flbrt' 
filled up with th^ mercy and goodness of God-, tdward^ifpfoidf 
returmiig^prjsdigal. (see Luke xY.) Atid airttfj ft^ otrirettt 
cnnragement hear the ux)r J of iHc Lord to* bacK^fidhig^'lWael^ 
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Gmine now and lef us f 6M^fi togetlwri iaHtihtijchfd^ tho^|)r 
jour dtiifd be ^^ sdafiflet/ tfafe(jr ^f^all beas whfee arhiei/ ; . tfiRxfigii^ 
they be ri^d Irke erHneoii, Hiey shall bb a? weelr (Jeidtii, li 
18.; And again , for your encourage^iit, mm my.Bedb dalleA 
Exkortatian. And again, if we repent, and turn from our 
' sins, then the Lord will repeat of the evil which he thought 
to do unto us ; for thus it is written, at what instant I shall 
speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to 
pluck up, and to pull down, and to destroy it ; if that nation 
against whom I have pronounced turn from their evil, I will 
repent -of the evil that I thought to do unto them. And at 
what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concern* 
ing a kingdom, to build and to plant it ; If it do evil in my 
sight, that it obey not my voice, then I will repent of the 
gdod wherewith I said I would benefit them. (Jer. xviii. 7.) 
And now I have shown you as well as I can in my Books the 

food, and the plain way of God, therefore, beloved, seeing ye 
now theiie things before, beware, lest ye also, bjping led away 
with the error of the wicked, fall from your own st^fastness ; 
therefore I beseech you in the name and strength of Christ 
to endeA^otSTy aftd 0BF f««tft^ WSS^OOX Mffi^att<dilU«B|» so 
as to make!" your calling and election sure; and may £e Lord 
give us all grace now^ se^ fliat- we Qfty^ d6nsider and repent, 
before it be too late— I do not say that it is too late now ; but 
this I know, that it will be too late when an unrepenting sin- 
nei finds himself in hell. Therefore my fellow sinners, let 
lis seek the Lord whilst he may be founa, and call upon liim 
whilst he is near, so that we may grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, to him be 
glory bom now, and for ever. Amen. 

And now gracious Lord, I lay this Book as it were at thy 
feet, hoping and trusting by faith that thou will accept of it ; 
but if I nave written any thing down that is wrong, and that 
through weakness and ignorance, I pray thee forgive me ; 
but all that is acceptable in thy sisnt, be thou pleased to 
make it beneficial to all them that shall read or hear it, and 
that through Jesus Christ our Lord. And O that thou may 
still see of the travail of thy soul, thou Lamb of God, and 
be satisfied, and that thou may be the desire of all nations, 
both now, and for evermore. Amen. 

Passages of Scripturer, bir d ft apter and verse, whereby you 
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mce. (Iiaiah L — I. Sam. xii. 24, 25. — 2 Chron. xv. 26, 
— Ptalm IxxTiii.— Jer. xxvi.— Matt. xi. 22, 23.— Neh. ix. 
28, dO.-^Hosea Ti.— Luke. xiii. 8, 9. — Ezra. ix. 14.— Prov. 
xiy. 14,— Acts xiii. 46.) 
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r/*^ Loioe of Money a Root of Evil. 



This Book cautions us horo to he aware of Riches^ and 
it points out to us the danger of coveting after much.eartJily 
riches^ fot ive brought nothing into this worlds and it is 
certain that we shall carry nothing out. But having food 
and raiment let us he there r&ith content. And my friends^ 
you may find many good observations in this Book, and 
some 'Very important subjects relating to these things^ 
whioh are very useful^ good, and profitable for us, and 
that is to keep us from the snares of the fiesh, the world, 
and the devil. 

And now my friends, be ye aware of riches,. and take heed 
that ye fall not by them, but consider that we brought no- 
thing into this world, and it is certain that we shall carry no- 
thing out, For the Lord giveth, and the Lord takest away, and 
blessed be the name of the Lord. (Job i. 21.) I say there- 
fore be ye aware of the deceitfulness of riches, be aware that 
thou forget not the goodness of the Lord thy God ; lest when 
thou hast eaten and art filled, and hast built goodly houses, 
and when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver,, 
and thy gold is multiplied, and all that thou hast is multiplied, 
then thine heart be lifted up, and forget the Lord thy God 
which brought thee out of thy distresses, and thou say in 
thine heart, My power, and the might of mine hand hath got- 
ten me wealth, I say that when the Lord hath blessed thee, 
and you do utterly forsake him, thou shall surely perish, and 
he wilt suffer a curse to come upon your blessings. (Deut. 
viii.) And they that trust in their wealth, and boast them- 
selves in the multitude of their riches, none of them can by 
any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for 
him, but God will redeem my soul from the power of the 
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grave, saith tlie righteous, for he shall receive me. Be not 
thou afraid when one is mace rich, when the glory of his 
house is increased ; for when he dieth, he shall carry nothing 
away: his glory shall not descend after him. For a man 
that is in honour and understandeth not, is like the beasts 
that perish. (Psalm xlix.) And again, see how low the king 
of Babylon was laid by pride, and by setting his heart so much 
upon riches; for he made an image of gold, whose height 
was threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof six cubits : 
and he commanded all people to worship it ; and he erected 
a burning fiery furnace, and whoso worshipped not this image, 
was to be cast therein ; and the three hebrew children would 
not worship his golden image, therefore they were cast therein, 
and the king saw the Almighty power of God displayed in 
the fire, for he saw four men loose walking in the midst of the 
fire, and the form of the fourth, said he, is like the Son of God, 
which stood in the midst of the fire, and assuaged the burning 
flame, and delivered his servants that trusted in him, so that 
they received no hurt. (Dan. iii.) And this seems to have 
humbled his proud heart a little at the first, but it appears 
that it did not last long ; for at the end of twelve months, he 
walked in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon, and with 
proud, daring words <a8 it appears the king speak, and said. 
Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of 
the kingdom, by the might of my power, and for the honour 
of my majesty ? And while the word was in the king's mouth, 
there fell a voice from heaven, which declared that the king- . 
dom was departed from him ; and the same hour he was dri- 
ven from men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his body was 
wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like ea- 
gles feathers, and his nails like birds claws ; and thus you 
may see how riches lifled up his proud heart ; and thus you 
may see how that poverty and correction humbled him; for 
at the end of those days, he lifted up his eyes unto heaven, 
and his understanding returned unto him again, and he blessed 
the most high, and praised and honoured him that liveth for 
ever, whose works are truth, and his ways judgment, and those 
that walk in pride, he is able to abase. (Dan. iv.) Therefore 
if riches increase, set not your heart upon them. God hath 
Bpoken onc^, twice have I heatd this. That power belongeth 
unto God. (Psalm Ixii. 10, 11.) Better is a little^ saith 
Solomon, with the fear of the Lord : than great treasure, and 
trouble therewith. (Prov. xv. 16.) And again, a little that 
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a righteous man hath, saith David, is hetter than the richer 
of many wicked. (Psalm xxxvii. 16.) But perhaps some 
may he ready to say as much as this, Well, hut if riches do 
increase, we need not set our hearts upon them, hut still we 
may worship and serve the true and living Gbd ; yes my 
readers you are right, hut rememher that there is something 
to be done, if you serve the true and living God aright : now 
I wish not to discourage any, because 1 know, by my own 
experience, that man is weak, therefore be not q^ended, and I 
will put two or three plain questions to you. Now, if you 
have in your own possession, much cattle, houses, lands, and 
riches ; now, if God were to suffer it to be that you must lose 
all this, do you think, do you know that you could give all 
these things up for Christ's sake, and that without murmur- 
ing ? now you must give all up if it were required of you, if 
you worship God aright, for remember Job, and how that he 
gave all up for the Iovp that he had for his Maker, for he said, 
The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, and blessed 
be the name of the Lord ; and so must we give all up, if it is 
required, if we serve God aright; and what should you think 
would have been said of Job, if he had not gave all up, and 
that without murmuring? Why it may have been said, that 
he only served God, and that because he blessed him with 
much earthly riches, even as Satan said. Doth Job fear God 
for nought? Hath not thou made an hedge about him, and 
about his house, and about all that he hath on every side, 
thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his«6ubstance is 
increased in the land ; but put forth thine hand now, and 
touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face 5 
but It was not feo with^Job, for when he was tried he was 
found faithful, and blessed the name of the Lord. Again, if 
if you have much riches, do you think ? do you knew ? are 
you willing to do much good to the poor godly man, and to 
the cause of God. I say we must do what good we can if we 
serve God aright, (see Matt. xix. 21, 22.) Again, if you 
have in this world a near and dear partner in lite, and one, 
and only one beloved son, and great riches in possession ; 
now, can thou suffer the loss of them, and that with righte^ 
ous tears if the Lord seeth fit to take them from you, and that 
without murmuring- against the God of heaven ? Yes, my 
friends, we must do all this, and we must resign our own lives 
up to his will, even in the time of health, riches, and 
prosperity : for remember Abraham, and how he was com- 
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nianded of God to offer up his son upon the altar, for a burnt 
offering, and Abraham obeyed the command of the Lord, and 
in this he worshipped God aright. And it appears that Abra- 
ham had much riches in his possession. Now what should 
you think \fbuld have been said of Abraham if he had not 
obeyed the command of his God ? Why perhaps it may have 
been said of him, that he was not faithful to his God accord- 
ing to the covenant of grace, but that he^only served God'for 
his earthly riches, and for his only beloved son Isaac, and if 
it had been so, for ought we know he may have loist the bless- 
ing, but it was not so, for Abraham was found faithful, and 
obtained the blessing. (Gen. xxii.) See my Book called 
The Trial of Faith ^ and there you may see something of the 
trial of Abraham's faith explained, which is worth your atten- 
. tion ; but although Abraham was found faithful, yet at the 
same time, we must be aware of the deceitfulness of riches, 
because, where one hath stood his ground, there are many 
that have fallen thereby : for the heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked : who can know it but the 
Lord? (Jerem. xvii. 9.) Therefore, we' should do well if 
we were to take our Lord's example ; Lay not up for your- 
selves, saith he, treasures upon earth, where moth and rust 
doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal : 
But lay up for yourselves treasuies in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break 
through nor steal. And here is a danger in riches: for 
where your* treasure is, saith he, there will your heart be 
also. (Matt. vi. 19.) And I say again, that there is a de- 
caitfulness in much riches ; for remember the seed which 
fell among thorns, which is he that heareth the word of God ; 
and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches 
choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful. (Matt. xiii. 
7, 22.) Choke not the word then by riches ; quench not the 
spirit by lust and pride, lest the grace of God cannot take a 
full possession of your souls, for Whosoever will come after 
me, saith our Lord, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall 
lose it; but whosoever. shall lose it for my sake and the 
gospel's, the same shall save it. (Mark viii. 34.) For what 
shall It profit a man if he shall gain the whole world, and lose 
his own soul ? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul? (Mark viii. 36.) Therefore, covet not after much 
tiarthlv riches, my friends, lecause our Lord saith, that a 
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man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which 
he possesseth, and he spake a parable unto them, saying, 
The ground of a certain rich man brought fortli plentifully. 
And he thought within himself, saying. What shall I do, be- 
cause I have no room where to bestow my fruits? And he 
said, This will I do . I will pull down my barns, and build 
greater ; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods : 
And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid 
up for many years : take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 
But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall 
be required of thee : then, whose shall those things be which 
thou hast provided. So is he that layeth up treasure for 
himself, and is not rich towards God. (Luke xii. 16.) 
Surely it might be said of this, and such like, that there are 
no bonds in their death ; but their strength is firm, they are 
not in trouble as other men, neither are they plagued as other 
men. But surely they are set, or set themselves in slippery 
places. Oh, how are they cast down into tiestruction ! Oh, 
how are they brought into desolation as in a moment! They 
are utterly consumed with terrors as a dveam when one 
awaketh. So, O Lord, wh^ thou awaketh, thou shall 
despise their image. (Psdlm xxxvii.) Surely then, the^ 
are they that heapeth up riches in this world, and cattnot 
tell who shall hold them in possession. (Psalm xxxix. 9.) 
For what is the hope of the hypocrite, though he hath gained, 
when God taketh away his soul? (Job xxvii. 8.) And 
agaio, look into the fif^h chapter of St. James, and there you 
may see what he saith of these things. And again. The wicked 
are driven away m his wickedness : but the righteous hath 
hope in his death. (Prov. xiv, 32.) And again, we read of 
poor Lazarus, and no doubt but what he had some hope in 
his death, for he died, and was carried by the angels into Abra- 
ham's bosom, but the rich man had no hope in his death, for 
he died, and was buried, and in hell he lifls up his eyes being 
in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his 
bosom, and he cried and said. Father Abraham have mercy 
on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger 
in water, and -cool my tongue, for 1 am tormented in this 
flame ; but Abraham said, Sou remember that thou in thy 
life time received thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil 
thingi, but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. 
(LvEe xvi. 19.) And now I will repeat these words again, 
What shall it profit a man then, if he shall gain the whole 
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world and looc his own soul '^ Or what shall a man give in 
exchange for his soul ? Oh, then, what can the earthly rich 
man's treasure profit him now, if he finds his soul in 
hell? Now, suppose that such an one to have been in hell 
two thousand years, I siy then, what doth his days of plea- 
sure seem to him noWjWhich he enjoyed upon the earth? Surely 
methinks, that they seem to him like as one day, and now gone 
for ever : and now he sees that he had no time to lose, nor 
no time for to give place for the pleasures of sin ; and his days 
upon the earth seemeth to him like a light opening of grace, 
wliereby he might have made sure work for his eternal joy, 
peace, and rest; but having refused it, it is all closed up 
again, and never to open unto him no more at aH : his candle 
is gone out, his day of grace is past, his sun is set, and never 
to rise no more upon hmi, no more at all, and his destiny is 
in the gulf of everlasting misery,' and never to oppress the 
righteous no more, and what shall he give in exchange for 
his soul ? Shall he give all his earthly riches for an exchange 
for his soul, or to rescue his soul from hell ? Surely no, for 
riches cannot make an atonement for sin, beside they are not 
his to give: and now they are giveivby God, or sufiered of 
God to be possessed by another: shall he give to God, or 
put up to God his prayers, now he is in hell, for an exchange 
for his soul ? No, for the prayers and sacrafice of the wicked 
is an abomination to the Lord, whilst they are upon the earth, 
how much the more so then when they are in hell. (Psalm 
xviii. 41. — Prov. x v. 8. — Isaiah Iviii. — Matt, xxv.) There- 
fore seeing that these things are so, what is the gain of a sin- 
ful man then, when God takest away his soul ? JBut godliness 
with contentment my friends, is great gain, and as 1 have said 
before, we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain 
we can carry nothing out, and having food and raiment, let 
us be therewith content ; but they that will be rich, fall into 
temptations, and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful 
lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition, for the 
love of money is the root of all'evil, which while some coveted 
efter, they have erred from the faith and pierced themselves 
through with many sorrows ; therefore I do "ad vise all you that 
are rich in this world, that ye be not highmiiided, nor trust 
in uncertain riches, but put ye your trust in the living God, 
who giveth us richly all things to enjoy ye that are rich 
in this world, be ye careful so as to embrace the days of God's 
grace, which are held out to us by Christ, and if you have 
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sinned, do so no more, but ask pardon for thy former sins, 
so that thou may break off thy sins by righteousness, and 
your iniquities by showing mercy to the poor, if it may be a 
lengthening of thy peace, rest, and tranquility. (Dan.iv. 27.) 
But the wicked are hke the tioubled sea, when it cannot rest, 
whose w^aters cast up mire and dirt, there fs peace saith my 
God to the wicked. (Isaiah Ivii. 20, 21.) But I know that 
it will go well with the righteous, and he that loveth God is 
rich enough, and no good thing will he withhold from them 
that walk uprightly, and he that overcometh shall inherit all 
things, and I will be his God, and a father unto him, and ye 
shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty ; O 
then how rich are the children of God, for they shall be heirs 
of heaven, and shall inherit his everlasting glory. Therefore 
my brethren, by grace let us avoid the deceitfulness of this 
sinful word, witn its riches, pleasure, and lust thereof, and so 
lay up our treasure in heaven, and so by grace let us all work 
our work betimes, and then at his good time, he will give us 
our reward. 



END OF THE TWENTY-EIGHTH BOOK. 

By Edward Crook. 



BOOK THE TWENIT-NINTH. 



The Power of God against the JVicked^ Judgment ^ and 

Pvnishmeiit. 



I have wrote of the Fallen State of Man ^ and the sinful 
and histful state of Man ^ and the cruelty of the wicked, 
Hut in this Book you have a more full description of the 
judgments of God against the wicked, or the punishments 
of the wicked, collected from the Holy Scriptures by chap- 
ter and verse, which things- 1 hope may he a warning to 
all those that read it, and that they may pray for repen- 
tance, so that they forsake their sins, ajtd obtain Grace 
and Mercy through Christ, before their iniquity prove 
their ecerlasting ruin. 

We see, by Holy Writ, that wicked men 

llHve dehaa'd themselves lo hell. 
And must I still to you their wretched 

And their awful state then tell. 

I have not comforted th% wicked 
Much in their lust and pride you see; 

And still great anguish, and threat sorrow, 
There remains to be. 

I have wrote of the innocent state of man, and the fallen 
state of man, and the sinful state of man, and the lustful state 
of man, and the cruelty of the wicked ; and now, hy GodV 
help, we may take a short glance at the punishment of the 
wicked, and that we may pray that by the mercy and good- 
ness of Almighty God, it may be a warning, and some profit 
to myself, and all them that hear or read it ; Lord when 
man had grieved thy Holy Spirit by lustful sin, did not thou 
cause the heaven and the earth to become like a sea of water ? 
And by thy great power and justice thou destroyed man from 
off the face of the earth, and judged them according as thou 
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sawgocd. (Gen. vii. 21.) But after this we read of righteous 
Liot, and how he entertained two angels, and how the wicked 
men of Sodom fought against God, but prevailed not, and 
the Lord by his mighty power, smote the men of Sodom with 
blindness, so that they could not hurt his righteous soul. (Gen. 
xix. 11.) And the men of Sodom were so ripe in lust and 
sin, so that the Lord would destroy them ; therefore his judg- 
ments came upon them, and so by his mighty power he rained 
upon Sodom, and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from 
the Lord out of heaven, and as the Lord destroyed the earth 
with water, so likewise when he pleaseth, he can destroy it 
with fire. (chap. xix. 24.) O Lord, who knowest the power 
of thine anger, even according to thy fear, so is thy wrath. 
(Psalm ix. 11.) For our God is a consuming fire. (Deut. 
iv. 24. — Heb. xii. 29.) O Lord, methinks thou art like a 
fire of love to thy people, and like a fire of wrath to the wicked, 
for behold the day cometh that shall burn as an oven, and 
all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly shall be stubble, 
and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord 
of Hosts, and that it shall leave them neither root nor branch. 

iMal. iv. 1) And we again read of the power of God against 
'haroah king of Egypt, and how he brought his judgment 
upon him and his people, and how he overthrew them in the 
Ked Sea, and delivered his people Israel. (Exod. xiv. 27.) 
But notwithstanding, we read of the judgment and threaten- 
ings of God against the children of Israel, for their sin and 
disobedience, which you may read in some distinct lines of 
my work, which is yet to come. (see. Lev. xxvi..) And 
you see I have wrote of the cruelty of the wicked, and the 
cruelty of Ahab king of Israel, and his unhappy end ; and 
now^we see the unhappy end of his children, for it appears 
that they slew no less than seventy of his sons in one day. 

i2 Kings. X. 7.) And Jehu slew all that remained of the 
lOUse of Ahab in Jezreel, and all his great men, and his kins- 
folks, and his priests, until he left him none remaining. (ver^6 
xi.) And Jehu slew all the worshippers of Baal, that God 
that Ahab served, (verse xxxv.) Therefore the word of the 
Lord was fulfilled, that he speak by the mouth of Elijah the 
prophet, (seel Kings xxi. 21.) O Lord, how great is thy 
power and wrath against the wicked, and it is said in thy holy 
word, that thou art a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
^fathers upon the children, unto the third and fourth genera- 
tions of them that hate thee ; but thanks be unto thee O Lord 

2x 
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for this comfort through Christ, for ihou will show mercy 
unto thousands of them that love thee, and keep thy com- 
mandments. But after these things Hezekiah the king of Ju- 
dah did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, accord- 
ing to all that David his father did, and the Lord was with 
him, and showed him great kindness, and comforted him in 
the time of his distress and affliction. (2 Kings xix. 6, 7. 
—chap. XX. 5.) For the king of Assyria had sent a great 
host against Jerusalem, which spoke many blasphemous words 
against the Holy One of Israel, and it appears that the Lord 
had borne with his cruel acts and deeds for a long time, there- 
fore because the judgments of God delayed, and did not come 
upon him, he began to fight against the God of heaven : but 
what could thou do, O thou wretched man ,? Was thou not 
like a, feather against the wind and storm ?' And so it was, for 
the Lord arose up, and by his mighty power, it came to pass 
that night that the angel of the Lord went out and smote in 
the camp of the Assyrians an hundred and fourscore and five 
thousand : and when they arose early in the morning, behold, 
they were all dead corpses, (chap. xix. 35.) Now, behold 
what a good and profitable thing piayer is, and what advan- 
tage we gain by it, for by prayer through grace Hezekiah and 
his people were delivered out of the hands of their enemy; see 
my little Book called The Book of Prayer ; now observe the 
boasting of the king of Assyria, and then observe the prayer 
of Hezekiah, and then look into the Book of Job, and see what 
that sailh. Surely Lord thou setteth up on high those that 
be low ; that those which mourn may be exalted to safety. 
Thou disappointeth the devices of the crafty, so that their 
hands cannot perform their enterprise. Thou taketh the wise 
in their own craftiness ; and the counsel of the froward is 
carried headlong, (chap. v. 12;) For the ungodly are like 
the chaff which the wind driveth away. (Psalm i. 4.) O 
Lord, at thy time the wicked shall be cut off from the earth, 
.and the transgressors shall be rooted out of it. TProv. ii. 22.) 
And-he that rewardeth evil for good, evil shall not depart 
from his house, (chap. xvii. 12.) And again, you may read 
in my little Book called Tlie Cruelty of tlie TTicked^ and 
there you may see the cruel acts of the king of Babylon, and 
how he compelled the people to worship his idol, and how he 
cast the righteous into the burning fiery furnace, but after 
this the judgments of God came upon him, and caused his 
dwelling to be with the beasts of the earth, he was driven 
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from men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet 
with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles 
feathers, and his*nail8 like birds claws. (Dan. iv. 33.) And 
it appears that his son was very proud and wicked, for he 
profaned the most holy vessels of the Lord, that had been 
taken out of the temple which was in Jerusalem, and used 
them common, and he and his princes, and his wives, and his 
concubines drank in them, to their wicked lust and pleasure, 
they drank wine, and praised the gods of gold and silver, 
of brass and iron, of wood, and of stone ; but the power of 
God came against him, for he saw the part of a hand that 
wrote against the wall, which made his flesh tremble, and his 
knees smote one against another ; and it appears that in that 
night, the Lord dut him off from the earth. (Dan. v. 30.) 
Ah! surely— 



It is dangerous tu provoke our God, 

His power and anger none caa tell ; [' 

One word from the Almighty God 
May send a sinner soon to hell. 

— And the wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the na- 
tions that forget God, for there is no difference between the 
Jew and the Gentile ; for behold the word of the Lord, by 
Jeremiah the prophet, Circumcise yourselves to the Lord, 
saith he, and take away the foreskins of your heart, ye men of 
Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem, lest niy fury come forth 
like fire, and burn that none can quench it, because of the 
evil of your doings, (chap. iv. 4.; And again, we should 
always mind how we act with things that pertain unto Gody 
for remember how Ananias and Sapphirahis wife were struck 
dead for their transgression. (Acts v. 5, 10.) And we see 
that Herod the king took upon him too much, for he stretched 
forth his hands to vex certain of the Church of God, and he 
killed James the brother of John with the sword, and he per- 
secuted the people of God. (Acts xii.) And upon a set day, 
Herod arrayed in royal apparel set upon his throne, and made 
an oration unto the people, and the people gave a shout, say- 
ing. It is the voice of a god, and not of a man, and immedi- 
ately the angel of the Lord smote him, because he gave not 
God the glory, and he was eaten of worms, and gave up the 
ghost ; therefore we see sin cannot go unpunished. (Acts xii.) 
Now, beVause there is wrath, beware lest he take thee away 
with his stroke, then a great ransom cannot deliver thee. (Job 
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XXX. 18.) For the wicked are driven away in his wickedness, 
but the righteous hath hope in his death. (Prov. xiii. 32.) 
And I have overt firown some of you, as God overthrew So- 
dom and Gomorrah, and ye were as a lire brand plucked out 
of the burning, yet have ye not returned unto me saith the 
Lord. (Amos iv. 11.) If ye will not hear, and if ye will not 
lay it to heart, to give glory unto my name saith the Lord of 
Hosts, I will even send a curse upon you, and I will curse 
your blessings, yea, I have cursed them already, because ye 
io not lay it to heart. (Mai. ii. 2.) And the destruction of 
the transgressors, and of the sinners shall be together, and 
they that forsake the Lord, shall be consumed^ Tlsash v. IS.) 
There is no peace saith the Lord, unto the wicked, (chap, 
xlviii. 22.) . 

And again, was not their blessing a curse unto them that 
brought an evil report of the land of promise, and did not they 
die by the plague before the Lord? (Num. xiv. 37.) And 
behold the wrath and power of God against Korah, Dathan, 
and Abiram, which rebelled against Moses and Aron, and did 
not the Lord cause the earth to clave asunder that was under 
them, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them 
up, and their houses and all their goods,, and they went down 
alive into the pit and the earth closed upon them, and they 
perished from among the congregation. (Num. xvi. 33.) 
And there came out a fire from the Lord, and consumed the 
two hundred and fifty men that offered incense, (verse 35.) 
But still the children of Israel murmured against Mosas, say- 
ing, Ye have killed the people of the Lord ; and the Lord 
was wrath with the people, and there died by the plague four- 
teen thousand and seven hundred, beside them that died 
about the matter of Korah. (verse xlix.) Therefore I say 
unto all those fhat read these lines, if you see a man whose 
works and life do correspond with the Gospel and law of 
God, condemn him not, neither despise him, for the prayer of 
a righteous man availeth much. (Num. xvi. 15.) See my 
little Book called by this name, and behold the power of 
prayer by the mouth of Elisha the prophet, did not he look 
back upon those children^ that mocked him, and he cursed 
them in the name of the Lord. And there came two bears 
out of the wood, and tare forty and two of them. (2 Kings 
ii. 24.) But yet our God is a faithful God, which keepeth 
covenant and mercy with them that love him, and keep his 
commandments to a thousand generations. (Deut. vii. 9.) 
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And repayeth them that hate him to their face, to destroy ' 
them : he will not be slack to him that hateth him, he will 
repay him to his face, (verse 10.) Look, and behold the 
curses pronounced against the children of Israel, if in case of 
their disobedience. (Deut. xxvii. 28, 29.) And look into 
the Book of Joshua, and see how Achen coveted after gold 
and silver, and by so doing he was stoned, and after they 
were stoned they were burnt With fire. (Joshua vii. 21 . 2/^.) 
And again, in another place we see how that Gehazi the serr 
vant of Elisha, he coveted after money, and by so doing a 
curse came upon him, for he went out from the presence of 
his master, a leper as white as snow. (2 Kings v. 22. 27.) 
And Solomon also saith, that the curse of the Lord is in the 
house of the wicked, but he blesselh the .habitation of the 
just. (Prov. iii. 33.) And Isaiah saith. Wo unto the wicked 
it shall be ill with him, for the reward of his hands, shall be 
given him. (Isaiah, xxx. 11.) David also saith. If he turn 
not, he will whet his sword : he hath bent his bo^, and made 
it ready. (Psalm vii. 12.) And again, he saitn, Thou hast 
rebuked the heathen, thou hast destroyed the wicked, thou 
hast put out their name for ever and ever. (Psalm ix. 5.) 
And the wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations 
that forget God. (verse 17.) And upon the wicked, he shall 
rain snares, fire, and brimstone, and an horrible tempest, this 
shall be the portion of their cup. (Psalm xi. 6.) O Lord, 
thine hand shall find out all thine enemies, thy right hand 
shall find out those that hate thee, thou shalt make them as 
a fiery oven, in the time of thine an^er, the Lord shall swal- 
low them up in his wrath, and the fire shall devour them. 
(Psalm xxi. 8, 9.) God thou shalt bring them down into the 
pit of destruction, bloody and deceitful men shall not live out 
half their days. [Psalm Iv. 23.] Because 1 have called, and 
ye refused, I have stretched out my hand , and no man regarded : 
but ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would none of my 
reproof, I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock whda 
your fear cemeth : then shall they call upon me, but I will 
not answer : they shall seek me, but they shall not find me : 
for they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the 
Lord. (Prov, i.) Wo to thee that spoilest,. and thou wast 
not spoiled ; and dealest treacherously, and they deal not 
treacherously with thee ! When thou shalt cease to spoil, thou 
shalt be spoiled : and when thou shalt make an end to deal 
tr«acbesou8]y , they sball deal treacherously with thee. (Is^iab 
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xxxiii. 1.) For behold the Lord will come with fire, and 
with his chariots like a whirlwind to fender his anger with 
fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire. (Isaiah Ixvi. 15.) 
And I will come near to you to judgment, and I will be a 
8wifl witness against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, 
and against false swearers, and against those that oppress the 
hireling of his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that 
turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear not me, saith 
the Lord of Hosts. (Mai. iii. 5.) And in another place we 
see by what our blessed Lord saith, that the wicked are com- 
pared as the tares among the wheat, or the filth on the land, 
which are gathered together, and burnt in the fire, and so 
shall it be in the end of this world, the son of man shall send 
forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all 
things that offend, and them which do iniquity, and shall 
cast them into a furnace of fire, there shall be wailing and 
gnashing of teeth. (Matt. xiii. 42.) The wicked is reserved 
to the day of destruction, they shall be brought forth to the 
day of wrath. (Job xxi. 30.) But there are some that do 
not observe the ways of the Lord, neither regard the operation 
of his power, and they say, what is the Almighty, that we should 
serve him ? And what profit should we have if we pray unto 
him ; and yet at the same time, their houses are safe from fear, 
neither is the rod of God upon them, and they say unto God, 
Depart from us, for we desire not the knowledge of thy ways. 
(Job xxi.) But know ye this O man, and understand, and 
be wise ; I say, A brutish man knoweth not, neither doth a 
fool understand this ; when the wicked spring as the grass, 
and when all the workers of iniquity do flourish it is that they 
shall be destroyed for ever. (Psalm xcii. 7.) And the peo- 
ple of God are sometimes exceedingly tried, when they see 
the prosperity of the wicked, and they themselves are exposed 
to slavery and cold, hunger and distress, and many afflictions, 
and are chastened every morning : and at the sam^time, they 
see the wicked in great prosperity ; therefore the Psalmist 
saith, My feet were almost gone, my steps had well nigh slipt, 
for I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of 
the wicked, for there are no bands in their death, but their 
strength is firm, they are not in trouble as other men, neither 
are they plagued like other men, and they are full of pride and 
fatness, they have more than heart could wish, liiey set their 
mouth against the heavens, and their tongue walketh througll 
jtheearth, and they say, how doth God know, and is there know- 
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ledge in the Most High. Behold, these are the ungodly who 
prospei in the world, they increase in riches. But the Fsalm- 
ist acknowledges his own ignorance, and the infirmity of his 
flesh, but when he went into the sanctuary of God, and rightly 
considered, then understood he their end, and saith, Surely 
thou didst set them in slippery places, thou castedst them 
down into destruction : how are they brought into desolation 
as in a moment, they are utterly consumed with terrors, as a 
dream when one awaketh, so O Lord when thou awaketh thou 
shalt despise their image : and after all this grievious tempta- 
tion, the righteous can rejoice, and say. As for me, I am con-^ 
tinually with thee, thou hast holden me by my right hand. 
Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive 
me to glory. Whom have 1 in heaven but thee ? And there 
is none upon earth that I desire beside thee. My flesh and 
my heart faileth : but God is the strength of my heart, and 
my portion for ever. (Psalm Ixxiii.) And David saith, Fret 
not thyself because of evil doers, neither be thou envious 
against the workers of iniquity, for they shall soon be cut 
down like the grass, and wither as the green herb ; for the 
Lord shall laugh at him, for he seeth that his day is coming. 
I have seen the wicked, saith David, in great power, and 
spreading himself like a green bay tree, yet he passed away, 
and lo, he was not : yea, I sought him, but he could not be 
found. (Psalm xxxvii.) It may be that the rich man did 
not think that his time was so short, when he set his mind so 
much upon his goods; but oh ! how dreadful it must be unto 
him in itxe samd night, when God required his soul. (Luke xii. 
20.) And to you who are troubled, saith St. Paul, rest with 
UB when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with 
his mighty angels in flaming fire, taking. vengeance on them 
that know not God, and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who shall be punished with everlasting destruc- 
tion, from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
his power. [2 Thes. i. 7. — chap. viii. 9.] Then shall he 
say also unto tnem on the left hand, depart from me ye cursed 
into everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels, for 
I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat, I was thirsty, 
and ye gave me no drink ; I was a stranger, and ye took me 
not in ; naked, and ye clothed me not ; sick, and in prison, 
and ye visited me not; and their excuse then will be of no 
use unto them, and these shall go away into everlasting pun- 
ishment, but the righteous into life eternal. [Matt, xxv.] 
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Therefore we plaiQly see, if we serve and embrace the grace 
and goodness of God, it will be for our everlasting peace and 
rest ; but on the other hand, if we abuse it, it will prove our 
everlasting woe and misery. And St. John saith by the Re- 
velation, mat they have no rest day nor night, and the smoke 
of their torment ascendeth up, for ever and ever. (Rev. xiv. 
11.) And they gnawed their tongues for pain, and blasphemed 
the God of hisayen, because of their pain, and their sores, and 
repented not of their deeds, (chap. xvi. 10, 11.) And I 
heard another voice from heaven, saying. Come out of her^ 
my |)eople, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye 
receive not, of her plagues. For her sins have reached unto 
heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities. Reward 
iker even as she rewarded you, and double unto her double 
according to her works; in the cup which she hath filled, fill 
to her double, [chap, xviii. 4, 5, 6.] But behold, here is an 
exhortation to turn to God, for it is said. He that overcometh 
shall inherit all things, and 1 will be his God, and he shall 
be my son ; but the fearful and unbelieving, and the abomi- 
nable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and 
idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimstone, which is the isecond death, 
[chap.^xxi. 6, 8,] And the devil that deceived them wat» 
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beasts and 
the false prophets are, and shall be tormented day and night, 
for ever and ever, and death and hell were cast into the lake 
of fire, this is the second death, [chap. xx. 10, 14.] And 
John the Divine saith, I heard a great* voice oi* much people 
in heaven, saying, Alleluia : Salvation, and glory, and honour, 
and power unto the Lord our God : for true and righteous 
are his judgments : for he hath judged the great whore, which 
did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged 
the blood of his servants at her hand. And again they said, 
Alleluia. And her smoke rose up for ever and ever. [chap. 
xix. 1 , 2, 3.] But mark the perfect, and behold the upright ; 
for the end of that man is peace. [Psalm xxxvii. 37. J But 
the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose 
waters cast up mire and dirt ; there is no peace saith my God to 
the wicked. [Isaiah Ivii. 20, 21.] No, none at all, as we see the 
rich man when he was in hell lifted up his supplication unto 
Abraham, that he may send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip 
of his finger in water, and cool his tongue, for he said, I am 
tormented in this flame. [Luke xvi. 24.] But there is no 
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peace sailh my God to the wicked ; therefore it may be said 
by some poor sinner, I see by these lines, and by my works, 
that I have merited this place of torment ; but Oh, must it be 
80y — is there not so much as one twig for my poor soul to 
catch at, that there may be some hopes of delivering my poor 
sinful soul from hell ; now I will say to that poor soul, be not 
dismayed, for 1 conceive that there ia a lively spark of God's 
grace still with thee, therefore I would advise thee to come to 
the Lord as sinful as you are, praying for the gifts of repent- 
ance^ mingled with faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, and if yoii 
pray for the pardon of your sins, in faith and in truth, and to 
rest with your Maker in heaven, I say then, if this be the case, 
hell cannot detain a faithful soul from God ; but for further 
consolation, look into my Books called The Goodness of 
God^ the Sttfferings of Christy and Exhorta^on. 

BOOK THE THIRHETH. 



w^ 



The Blessed State of the Righteous, 

O what an admirable work is this relating to the Blessed: 
State of the Righteous. O how it comforts my sotil : be- 
cause it is filled up with the goodness of God, it is filled* 
up with blessings and promises for the children of God^ 
and for their everlasting luippiness ; and this work is so 
selected from the Holy Scriptures., by chapter and verse ^ 
and that in a most beauteous and admirable and plain 
way and manner, so that a child may understand greaP 
parts of it. But yet it is adapted and most suitable and^ 
useful for all classes of people, ' But notwithstanding this^ 
beware and repent, because he who lives and dies in his 
sins, cannot obtain the blessings which are mentioned in 
this Book, 

But now, b^^bold the blessed state of tlie righteous ; and I 
heard a voice from heaven, saith St. John, saying unto me,- 
"VVrite, blessed are the dead which die m the Lord, from hence- 
forth ; yea, saith the spirit that they may rest from their la- 
bours.; and their works do follow them. (Rev. xiv, 13.) 
And now, Lord, by thy help,! will talk of their blessedness, 
and my mouth shall show forth thy praise ; aod aow we see 
bow iiij beloved Enoch walked widi his God in fa-ith and 
obedience, a»d he was blessed of tbe Lord , and he was not, 
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for God took him to his everlasting mansion of love. (Gen. 
V. 24.) And Noah also was found righteous in the sight of 
the Lord, and he hlessed him, and saved him in the time o^ 
trouhle, when the waters prevailed fifteen cubits upwards, and 
the high mountains were covered. (Gen. vii. 20.) The Lord 
ijilso blessed Abraham, because he was i'ound faiihful, and that 
by an everlasting blessing. (Gen. xxii.) And after this the 
Lord received his righteous soul on high, and set him in the 
high order of heaven, to comfort the poor and needy. (Luke 
xvi. 20.) And the Lord also blessed his son Isaac. (Gen. 
acxvi. 3.) And Jacob with a peculiar blessing. ^Gen. xxxii. 
24.) And their names are upon record in the Lamb's Book ' 
of life. (Matt. viii. U.) And after this, the Lord was with 
his son Joseph in Egypt, and comforted him in all his trials 
and adversity ; and now methinks the Lord hath set his soul 
on high, and that he is admired by the holy saints in glory, 
because in his youth he gained the victory over wicked and 
proud lust, and bowed not his loins to ihe wicked allurement 
'of women. (Gen. Xxxix. 7.) And again, we see after these 
things, how that the Lord preserved his servant Moses, and 
that, even from his mother's womb, and hid him three months 
from the hand of the destroyer. (Exod. ii. L) But yet after 
this he was nourished and preserved in the midst of all his 
enemies, to the intent that the Lord might perform his mercy 
which he promised to Abraham and his seed for ever. 
Now the Lord was with Moses, and it appears that he was 
filled with the righteous law of his God, for he was a man 
that hated and detested cruelty and oppression, and would 
not let it go unpunished. (Exod. ii. 11, 12.) Therefore by 
this he defended the law of his God, and he is an example of 
righteousness to all generations, and his soul, name, and me- 
morial is blessed for evermore, (see Luke xi. 30. —chap. xvi. 
39, 31.) And blessed is the man that beareth the fruits of 
righteousness, for it plainly shows us that his branch is in 
Xhrist. (John xv.) And again, the Lord blessed Joshua, 
which succeeded Moses, and saved him in the day of battle, 
because he was found faithful, and set his house in order to 
serve the true and living God. (Joshua xxiv. 15.) And 
again, Samuel also was a beloved and ble^ed child ofjihe 
I^rd, and a comforter to his people Israel ; and his sacrafice 
was accepted when he offered the sucking lamb. (1 Sam. vii. 
9.) And after this we see how the Lord blessed David in his 
youthjand took him from the sheep fold, and anointed him to 
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beking, to the inteiit that he might rule and govern his people 
Israel ; and coucevning his sin, it is all forgiven, for he le- 
tained not his anger for ever, because he delightelh in mercy, 
and so set his soul on high, anJ exalted his name to honour. 
(Rev. xxii. 16.) And see his sweet Psalms relating to the 
blessed state of the righteous, which are the 15th and 16th 
verse 11. — (Psalm xxiii. and xxiii. and xxxvii. 25 — see Psalm 
Ixxiii. 23.) O then, seeing that these things are so, let us com- 
fort one another in the name of the Lord. And again, we 
read that Elijah was very zealous for the cause of his God, 
and for it he suffered much upon the earth ; but behold 
how blessed and happy was his soul in its station, when he 
ascended up to heaven in the chariot of love. (2 Kings ii. 
1 1.) Therefore say unto the righteous, that it shall be well 
with him, for thev shall eat the fruit of their doinsrs: but wo 
unto the wi(^kerl, for it shall be ill with iiim, for the reward of 
his hands shall be given him. (Isaiah iii. 10.) But blessed is 
the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord 
is. For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that 
spreadeth out her roots by the riversj^: and shall not see when 
heat cometh : but her leaf shall be green, and shall not be 
careful in the time of drawght, neither shall cease from yield- 
ing fruit. (Jer. xvii. 7. — see Psalm i. 3.) And precious in 
the sight df the Lord, is the death of his saint. (Psalm cxvi. 
15.) Blesse 1 is the man that feareth the Lord, that delight- 
eth greatly in his commandments, surely he shall not be mo- 
ved for ever, the righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance, 
(cxii.) The wise shall inherit glory, but shame shall be the 
promotion of foois. (Prov. iii. 35.) The wicked are driven 
away in his wickedness, but the righteous hath hope in his 
death. (Prov. xiv. 32.) It is said in the Book of Job, that 
thou shalt know that thy tabernacle 'shall b6 in peace, and 
thou shall visit thy habitation, and shall not sin, thou shalt 
come to thy grave in a full age, like as a shock of corn cometh 
in his season. (Job v. 24.) And blessed are all they that do 
his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of 
life, and may enter in through the gates into the city. Hev. 
xxii. 14.) And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes, 
and there shall be no mpre death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain, for the former things 
are passed away. (Rev. xxi. 4.) There they sing the song 
of Moses. (Exod. xv. 1.) And of the Lamb. (Hev. xv. 
3.) Saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God 
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Almighty ; ju4 and true are thy ways thou king of Saints ! 
bow great is thy goodness, O Lord, which thou hast laid 
up for them that fear thee ; which thou hast wrought for 
them that trust in thee, before the sons of men ! Thou shalt 
hide them in the secret of thy presence from the pride of 
man : thou shalt keep them secretly in a pavilion from the 
strife of tongues. (Psalm xxxi. 19.) For the Lord loveth 
Judgment, and forsaketh not his saints ; they are preserved 
for ever. (Psalm xxxvii. 28.) In the mansions of love, 
and there the wicked cease from troubling ; and there the 
weary be at rest. (Job iii. 17.) And again, hear what St. 
Peter saith, I/ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy 
are ye : for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you. 
(1 reter iv. 14.) And blessed are the righteous which 
hold on their way ; and he that hath clean hands shall be 
stronger and stronger. (Job xvii. 9.) Lord, I have 
loved the habitation of thy house, and the place where thy 
honour dwelleth. O, gather not my soul with sinners, nor 
my life with bloody men. (Psalm xxvi. 8.) But let me be 
content in thy way, O Lord, for a little that a righteous man 
hath is better than the riches of many wicked. (Psalm 
xxxvii. 16.) For surely thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 
O thou most holy, whose mind is stayed on thee : because he 
trusteth in thee. (Isaiah xxvi. 3.) And again, hear the ad- 
mirable and sweet words of David in his Psalm, Yet the Lord 
will command his loving-kindness in the day-time, saith he 
and in the night his song shall be with me, and. my prayer 
imto the God of my life. (xlii. 8.) For this God is our God 
for ever and ever : he will be our guide even unto death. 
(Psalm xlviii. 14.) For since the beginning of the world 
men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither hath 
the eye seen, O God, besides thee, what he hath prepared for 
him that waiteth for him. (Isaiah Ixiv. 4.) And Isaiah saith 
again. Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which 
keepeth the truth may enter in. (Isaiah xxvi. 2.) For the 
Lord is my portion, saith my soul ; therefore will I hope in 
him. (Lam. iii. 24.) And again, hear the blessed word of 
the Lord, by Malachi, the prophet, They that feared the Lord 
«peak often one to another : and the Lord hearkened, and 
heaifd it, and a book of remembrance was written before him 
for them that feaied the Lord, and that thought .upon his 
name. And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in 
thst day when I make up my jewels ; and I will spare thefti 
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as a man spareth his own son that serveth him. Then shall 
ve return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, 
\>etween him that serveth God and him that serveth him not. 
(MaL iii. 16.) O, blessed are they then that do hunger and 
thirst after righteousness : for they shall be filled. Blessed 
are the pure m heart : for they shall see God. (Matt, r.) 
Therefore, seeing that thy love is so great, O Lord, and thy 
promises so sure and precious, it therefore excites me to write 
down this song; As the apple-tree among the trees of the wood, 
so is my beloved among the sons. I sat down under his 
shadow with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my 
taste. He brought me to the banqueting-house, and his banner 
over me was love. (Solomon's Songs ii. 3.) 

Behold, hoir be loves me, 
My heart pants within me. 
Because of the drops 
Of the dew of his grace. 

His lips, O, how sweet; 
His graces refreshing ; 
O ! how I admire 
The joys of his charms. 

Atid again, St. Paul bears witness to Isaiah, and saith, 
The eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared 
for them that love him. (1 Cor. ii. 9.) Therefore, he saith, 
I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure 
is at hand. I have fought a good tight, I have finisned my 
course, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up 
for me a crown of righteousness, which ihe Lord jtlie righ- 
teous judge shall give me at that day : and not to me only, 
but unto all them also that love his appearing. (2 Tim. iv. 6.) 
And St. John, the divine, beheld in the spirit, and lo, a great 
multitude which no man could number, of all nations and 
kindreds and people and tongues, stood before the throne 
and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in 
their hands ; and cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation 
to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto theLamb^ 
and one of the elders answered, saying unto me. What are 
these which are arrayed in white robes ? and whence came 
they ? And I said unto him, Sir, thou . knowest. And he 
said unto me, These are they which came out of great trU>u- 
lation, and have washed their robes, and made them whi^ 
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the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne 
of God, and serve him day and night in his temple : and he 
that sitteth on the throne^ shall dwell among them. They 
shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more : neither shall 
the sun light on them, nor any heat. (Rev. vii. 9.) And • 
again, hear the blessed word of our Lord, Come ye blessed 
of my Father, inherit the k.ngdom prep'ired for you from the 
foundation of the world. (Matt. xxv. 34.) Then shall the 
righteous shine forth fis the sun ii^ the kingdom of their 
father. (Matt. xiii. 43.) And tha Lamb which is in the 
midst of the, throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto 
living fountains of waters, and God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes. (I^ev. vii. 17.) Surely then they that be 
wise shall shine aVtlia iinnimsnt; and they that turn many to 
righteousness, as the stars for ever and ever. (Dan. xii. 3.) 
And shall enter into his mansions of love. (John xiv. 2.) 

< O, behold his jErraud mansions, 

Which he hath prepared, 
When we shall appear 

[ II his bosom of love, 
There to drink the sweet pleasures 

Which flow from his fountain, 
And we'll sing Hallelujah 

To redeeming grace. 

O glory, O glory. 

To God in the highest, 
And praise ye his Son 

For ever more, 
Who bringeth our souls 

From the earth of all trouble. 
And crown's, us with love 

Of the joy he's insur'd. 

And in this most holy place, the wicked will cease from 
troubling; and the weary souls, but yet in strengdi will be 
at rest. (Jobiii. 17.) And the days of their mourning shall 
be ended. Amen. 



END OF THE THIRTIETH BOOK. 
By Edward Crook. 



BOOK THE THIRTY-FIRST. 



The Book of the Resurrection, and the Day of Judgment, 



In this Book you haoe a full description of the Beser^ 
rertion of the Dead, even twto eternal life of joy and hap^ 
piness for the righteous; hat unto the wicked eternal 
misery and destruction. Also^ we have in this Book a full 
description of the Judrjment Day, selected from the Holy 
Scriptures, and in this work you have some good observa- 
tions, and an easy and plain explanation, and that by way 
of clear proof and conmncmc) reasons, and tliatfor the 
necessity and certainty of these things. Adapted in a 
plain, easy, and suitable and benefi§ial manner for all 
ct asses of people. JVatch ye, therefore, and pray always, 
for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man cometh. 



And now although the Son of God hath opened the holy, 
true and living way for poor fallen man, whereby he may be 
born again from a death of sin, unto a life of righteousness, 
and that his soul might be quickened again to tne Father of 
life, and so be brought into everlasting glory ; but yet at 
the same time, O how mysterious this is to some, and how 
hard they are to believe in his quickening spirit, and of the 
resurrection of the dead unto eternal life, either of that of hap* 
piness, or that of misery ; but what is the cause? Why they 
are are so hard to believe ; why, it is because they still in- 
dulge themselves in sin, and so neglect to watch and pray, 
and so despise theday of grace, and^byso doing they keep faith 
and the spirit of God back, so. that it cannot take possession 
of their souls ; I say they quench the spirit, so that it returns 
to its rest agam, and to God which gave it: for the spirit of 
God, will not tarry long at a time with a man, which is always 
occupied in doing evil, therefore the devil blindeth them, and 
deadeneth their understanding and their reason, and so per* 
suadeth them that there is no heaven to enter in, nor no hell to 
punish man for sin ; but there be some of these that will say, 
that they do believe that there is a Supreme Being above, but 
,they do not believe th.it th^re is any resurrection from the dead ; 
but I think that a man may almost as well disbelieve in the 
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bein^ of God, as to disbelieve the word of God ; for thus we 
liee that the devils also believe and tremble. (James ii. 19.) 
But ther^ belief will not save them, and for a man to say that 
he believes in a Supreme fieing, and at the same time denies 
his will, his ways, and his worship, and disbelieves in his 
quickening spirit, I say that such a belief as this ,wili condemn 
the poor sinner at the last day, and sink his poor soul into 
hell if he do not repent in time. 

And now my readers, I have been tempted and tried in all 
such things as these, but by the help of God, I persevered in 
prayer, and so prayed that the Lord would manifest his truth 
into my soul, and at his good time he showed me his mighty 
power of grace, so tliat I could realize it in reality as a truth 
to my soul ; and at that time I strove mightily with the spi- 
rit, and for the spirit, and would not let it go except he blessed 
me ; and the Lord did bless me, and I found my sins pardoned 
as it were in a moment of time, and I was filled with such 
joy, love, and peace, that the world could never give me, nei- 
ther can it take from me, if I serve my God aright ; and then 
did I believe in the everlasting Father, and in the Prince of 
peace, which is Christ my lledeemer, and in his quickening 
spirit, and of the resurrection of the dead, to eternal life of 
happiness and glory ; therefore his word is realized as a truth 
OTito my soul, as follows : — I will bless the Lord who hath 
given me counsel, my reins also instruct me in the night 
seasons. I have set the Lord always before me : because he 
is at my right hahd, I shall not be moved. Thou will show 
me the path of life; in thy presence is fullness of joy, and at 
thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore. (Psalm xvi.) 
As for nie, I will behold thy face in righteousness; I shall by 
satisfied when I awake with thy likeness. (Psalm xvii. 15.) 
And again, who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord ? Or 
who shall sta»d ih his holy place? He that hath clean hands, 
and a pure heart, who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, 
nor sworn deceitfully, he shall receive the blessing from the 
Lord, and righteousness from the God of his salvation. (Psahn 
xxiv.) And in another place the Psalmist saith, and that by 
faith, God will redeem my soul, saith he, from the power of 
the grave, for he shall receive me. (Psalm xlix. 15.) And 
precious in the sight of the Lord, is the death of his saints. 
(Psahn cxvi.) And thanks be unto God that those sweet 
Psalmists lived in faith, and full assurance of tfie resurrection 
^^m the dead, and the ascension into everlasting glory ; for 
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in the way of righteousness is life, saith Solomon, and in the 
pathway thereof there is no death. (Pro v. xii. 28.) Because 
the spirit of a man goeth upward and is immortal ; but the 
i^irit of a beast goeth downward, and is mortal ; but the soul 
of the righteous shall never die, but is eternal. (Eccl. iii. 21 .) 
And whosoever liveth andbelieveth in me saith Christ, shall 
never die. (John xi. 26.) Trust ye therefore in the Lord 
for ever, for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength; for 
behold the Lord cometh out of his place to punish the iiihabi- 
tantsH)f the earth for their iniquity, and the earth also shall 
disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain. (Isaiah 
xxvi. — see Isaiah Ivii.) And again see Ezekiel concerning 
the resurrection of dry bones, (chap, xxx.) And again, 
many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth, shall awake, 
Bome to everlasting life, and some to shame, and everlasting 
contempt, and they that be wise shall shine as the brightness 
of the firmament, and they that turn many to righteousness 
as the stars for ever and ever. (Dan. xii. 2, 3.) See my 
Book called The Blessed State of the Righteous, O thou 
which hast showed me great and sore troubles shall quicken 
me again, and shalt bring me up again from the depths of the 
earth. (P^alm Ixxi. 20.) And as the Father delivereth his 
children out of all their troubles, and raiseth up the dead, 
and quickeneth them, even so the son quickeneth whom he 
will. Marvel not at this : for the hour is coming in the which 
all that are in the graves shall hear his voice. And shall 
come forth : they that have done good, unto the resiu'rection 
of life : and they that have done evil unto the resurrection of 
damnation. (John v.) But every one that believeth in the 
Son of God, and loveth him and his commandments, shall 
have everlasting life, saith the Holy One, and I will raise him 
up at the last day. [John vi. 40.] And now if you read my 
Book called The Miracles of Christ you may see his Al- 
mighty power, in that of raising some from the dead whilst 
Jie was upon the earth ; for we see how he raised Lazarus from 
the dead, and that after he had been dead four days, [see 
John xi] And still should some suppose that our Lord hath 
not power to raise the dead now he is ascended into his glory, 
O what an accursed sin is this for a man to argue against the 
word of God, and against the will of God, and his goodness, 
and that of raising souls to his everlasting glory^; O surelyit 
is an accursed sin, and it bars the grape and faith of God, which 
leadeth unto life out of their souls; poor sinful souls do 
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not die away like this, but hear me, aud stir jourselvoB up a* 
little by that common grace that you have, and consider now 
if there is not a quickening spirit, then how came you a living 
■oul? And if there be not an adversary against righteousness, 
how then came the world so wicked f And again, surely we 
are as likely to be quickened again after death, and to be raised 
up into another world as we were at tlie fir^t, to be quickened 
and to be raised up into this world. Now I believe that the 
mystery is as creat, that is, for man at the first to be created 
upon the earth, and to be endued with a living soul, as the 
mystery is now man is created, why his soul should not return 
again after the death of the body, to God which gave it ; but 
these mysteries are in a great measure made known to the righ- 
teous^and will be, and blessed is tiie man that belie vetli in his 
God ; but there be some that imagine that there be no reaur* 
rection ; as it is written, the Sadducees say that there is no 
resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit. [Acts xxiii. 8.] But 
such people do err, my brethren, because sin and Satan hath 
blinded them, and the way of truth they have not known, 
therefore they are enemies to their own souls, and to all others : 
but my beloved brethren^ you do see that we have many in- 
{sillible proofs to the contrary, an i we have many in&Uihle 
proofs that our blessed Lord and Saviour rose again from the 
dead, and was taken up into heaven. [Acts i.] And again, 
Matthew is a witness, and declares it by an angel, which ap- 
peared unto two women that ceme to the sepulchre of our 
Lord, and the angel said unto them, Fear not ye, for I know 
that ye seek Jesus which was crucified, he is not here, for he 
is risen, as he said, Come see the place where the Lord lay, 
and by the command of the angel, they departed quickly from 
the sepulchre with fear, and great joy^ and did run to bring 
his disciples word ; and as they went to tell bis disciples, be- 
hold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail, and they came and 
held him by the feet and worshipped him ; and after this he 
appeared to his disciples, and saluted them with the power of 
his lf>ve» and he opened their understanding, that they miffht 
understand the Scriptures concerning him, and he gave his 
disoipleSy ehurch andpeople a command to nreach the Gospel, 
•nd a promise of his grace, even to the ena of the worlds and 
the Evangelists are witnesses of these things, [see Matt, zxviu. 
*-^Mark xvi.-— Luke xxiv. — John xx. and xxii.] And then 
was our Lord received up into glory everlasting. Amen. 
Therefore we plainly see, my brethren^ that God raised him 



from the dead. [Acts xiii. 30.] And now is Christ risen ^rool 
the dead, and become the first furits of them that slept, for 
since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of 
the dead, for as in Adam all died, even so in Christ shall all 
be made alive. [Cor. xv.] For the Lord shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God, and the dead in Christ shall rise first, then' 
we which are alive and remain, shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air^ and so 
shall we ever be with the Lord, wherefore comfort one another 
with these words. [I Thes. iii. 15.] Therefore my beloved 
brethren, these that are in Christ, shall not die eternal, as it 
is written, neither can they die any more, saith the Holy 
One, for they are equal unto the angels, and are the children 
of God, being the children of the resurrection; therefore! 
say again, Comfort one another with these words. (Luke xx« 
36.) 

The bay of Judgment 

There is a time that man shall die, and after this his soul^ 
fihail rise, and come to judgment— there is a day coming in 
>vhich the Lord will judge the world in righteousness, by him 
whom he hath ordained, which is Christ our Lord, for we must 
all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that every one 
may receive the things done in his body, according to that he 
hath done, whether it be good or bad, (2 Cor. v. 10.) And 
this appears to me to be very right, good, and reasonable, for 
how can things be settled right, well, and truly, exeept tb^e 
be a judgment day, for we see that things are not always set* 
tied aright in this world, for we see that many innocent and 
holy lives have been taken away by the wicked, and that they 
have had no help from man ; and how can we account for 
these things, and many more if God do not judge the world 
in righteousness ; will that pure and righteous God, do you 
think, suffer the righteous to be destroved from the eartfi, and 
let the wicked go unpunished ? No, lot sometimes we see its 
this wdrld, the innocent condemned , and the guilty go free^ 
but this denotes that there ie a judgment day to be ; for we 
aee, and have heard thatmany of the holy lives of the prophets^ 
and of the priests, and of the diseiples of our Lord have been 
taken away by the cruel hands of the wieked, and there ia • 
day coining in which the Lord will judge them, and repay 
them to their Amsp, and none can deliver Aem.ont of his ba]|d«< 
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for the guilty sinner confessed that he' doeth according to his 
will, in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the 
earth, and none can stay his hand, nor say unto him. What 
doestthou. (Dan. iv. 35.) And now, by the help of my God, I 
will endeavour to excite the Christian's faith, and to convince 
the wicked that there will be a judgment day, and that by 
what we have seen already, and by what follows. Now when 
we read that shocking apcount of Ahab the king, and Jezebeel 
his wife,- and how they accused Naboth which appears to be 
innocent, and charged him with blasphemy, and took away 
his life, to the intent of taking possession of his vineyard, (see 
1 Kings xxi.) And it appears in many things that Ahab was 
very wicked, and so was Jezebeel his wife ; but when Elijah 
the prophet denounced the judgments of God against him, 
concerning this wicked deed, he seems somewhat to humble 
himsejf, but we have no clear proof that he ever sincerely re- 
pented of his wickedness; but on the contrary, it is to be 
feared Ihat he did not. Now such things as these, and the 
like, seems to excite my belief that there will be a judgment 
day ; for shall innocent lives be taken away, and no one re- 
gard it ? Again, it appears to me to be likely that all such 
characters must stand at the bar of God at that great day, and 
be judged according to the deeds done in the body, if they 
do not repent in time. And we read again, how that wicked 
king Jehoram was lifted up, and slew all his brethren which 
were better than himself, and we do not find that he repented, 
but it is said, that he died an infamous death, and he departed 
without being desired, or without desire. (2 Chron. xxi.) 
O when we look, and ponder, and rightly consider upon these 
things, we find that they are not finally settled here, but that 
theie must be a judgment day hereafter ; but you may read 
of a more full account of these things, in my Books called 
The Sinful State of Man ^ and in another called The Cru- 
elty of the Wicked^ see my Book The Punishments of the 
Wicked, And again, we see how that Joash with the princes 
of Judah left the house of the Lord God of their fathers, and 
served idols, and because, Zechariah the son of the priest, 
spake to them in the name of the Lord concerning their wick- 
edness, they stoned him with stones, so that he died, and 
when he died, he said, The Lord look upon it, and require it. 
(2 Chron. xxiv. 2L) And we see again how that by proud 
wicked lust and revengeful spite, that Herodias by a wrong 
cause, took away the life of holy John the Baptist, for by 
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their wicked and cruel desire, he was beheaded in the prison, 
and his head was brought in a charger, and given to the dam- 
sel, and she brought it to her mother. (Matt, xiv.) So then 
my reader, seeing those things are so, if there be no judgment 
day, nor no reward for the righteous hereafter, what profit 
have we in serving the Lord ? Or what hath it profited the 
righteous, whose lives have been destroyed by the cruel hands 
of the wicked ; but let us not be faithless, but believe; for 
there is a jtidgment day coming, in which the Lord will, I be- 
lieve, require the blood of his saints, as it were at^the hand of 
the wicked, and what a shocking sight this will be, if that 
holy man's head should appear unto Herodias at that great 
day of accounts, in the same manner as it was brought unto 
her, when she was upon the earth, for the Lord will surely re- 
quire these things at the handa of the impenitant ; so I believe 
at that great day that the Lord will require of these things as 
much as this, and that he will ask, and that with authority, 
aod say. Why, or for what cause have ye taken away the lives 
of my people ? And then surely methinks that they will stand 
speechless, and then will it be fulfilled which was spoken by 
St. James, that is, that he shall have judgment without mercy, 
that hath showed no mercy : but where there hath been mercy 
and love, then they will rejoice against judgments. (James 
ii. 13.) And righteous, just, and good is the Lord in all his 
works, and he shall endure for ever, he hath prepared his 
throne for judgments, and he shall judge the world in righte- 
ousness, he shall minister judgments to the people in upright- 
niess, for the Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressed, for 
he will be an high refuge in times of trouble, and they that 
know thy name, will put their trust in thee, for thou Lord 
has, not forsaken them that seek thee. (Psalm ix. 7.) But 
my readers, if we seek the Lord aright, we must seek him as 
the pearl of great price. (Matt. xiii. 46.) That is, we must 
forsake all that is wrong and offensive in his sight, and so try 
and prove our own hearts, and leave off all sinful courses of 
life, and idle words, for of such things as these, saith our Lord 
men shall give account of in the day of judgment. (Matt. xii. 
36.) So you see that we must love the Lord our God above 
all things, and that with a true and right desire of the soul ; 
but .this must be all done by the power, and righteous merits 
.of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and there is a Book of 
remembrance written before him for them that feared the 
Lord, and that thought upon his name, and they shall be mine 
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$9ith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up mj 
je^vels ; and I W(ll spare them as a man spareth his own son 
that aerveth him. Then shall ye return, and discern between 
.he righteous and the wicked, between htm that serveth God 
ind him that serveth him not. (Mai. iii. 16.) Surely then, 
it will be said in that day, that there is a reward for the 
righteous, and the Lord will sever the wicked from the 
righteous, and he will divide them as a shepherd divideth 
his sheep from the goats, or the wolves, or from any thing 
that would hurt them. And in another place the wicked are 
compared to tares, or as weeds among wheat. As therefore 
the tares are gathered, and burned in the fire : so shall it be 
in the end of this world. The Son of man shall send forth 
his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things 
that oSend, and them which do iniquity ; and shall cast them 
into a furnace of fire ; there shall be wailinc and gnashing of 
teeth. Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun, in 
the kingdom of their Father ; who hath ears to hear let him 
hear. (Matt. xiii. 40 — Dan. xii. 3.) And to you, my be- 
loved brethren, who sufier trials, persecutions, and tribula- 
tions, rest with us, saith St. Paul, when the Lord Je&us shall 
be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming 
fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that 
obey not ihe gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ : who shall be 

£unished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the 
.ord, and from the glory of his power ; when he shall come 
to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them 
that believe. (2 Thess. i. 7.) And again, in another place, ' 
St. Peter saith, The day of the Lord will come as a thief in 
the night, in the which the heavens will pass away with a 
' great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, 
the earth also, and the works that are therein shall be burned 
up. Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, 
tirhat manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversa- 
tion and godliness. (2 Pet. iii. 10—1 Thess. v. 2.) And if 
the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and 
the sinner appear? (1 Pet. iv. 18.) And again, it appears 
that' this will be a great day of God's wrath to the wicked; 
But' surely it will be a great day of his grace to the righteous. 
And I beheld, when he had opened the sixth seal, saith St. 
John, and lo, there was a great earthquake ; and the sun be* 
'came black as sackcloth of hair, ana the moon became as 
'b)o6d. And the st6rs of heaven fell unto the earth, even4M 
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the fig-tree casteth her untimely or green figs, wlien she is 
shaken of a mighty wind. And the heaven departed as a 
scrowl, when it is rolled together; and every mountain and 
island were moved out of their places. And the kings of the 
earth and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief cap- 
tains, and the mighty men, and every hond-man, and every 
fre3-man hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the 
mountains ; and said to the mountains and rocks. Fall on ua, 
and hide us fron^ the face of him that sitteth upon the throne, 
and from the wrath of the Lamh : for the great day of his 
wrath is come : and who shall he able to stand ? (Rev. vi,) 
And see my readers there are many days of trouble, and great 
days of the Lord spoken of in Scriptures, as in (Jer. xxx. 7.— 
Joel ii. 31. — Mai. iv. — Rev. xvi. 10. — Jude v. 6. — ^Isaiah 
ii. 19. — Hosea x. 8. — Luke xxiii. 30.) And it is likely that 
some of these Scriptures have a reference to this great day of 
God's wrath. (Rev. vi. 17.) This great day therefore will 
surely come as a thief in the night; be not deceived, God is 
not mocked, for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap, for he. that soweth to his flesh, shall of the flesh reap 
corruption, but he that soweth to the spirit, shall of the spirit 
reap life everlasting, (Gal. vi. 7.) Know ye not therefore, 
that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God ? 
be not deceived : neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adul- 
terers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with man- 
kind. Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers^ 
nor extortioners shall inherit the kingdom of God. (1 Cor. 
▼i. 9l) But he that overcometh saith the Holy One, shall in- 
herit all things, and I will be his God, and he shall be my son, 
but the fearful and unbelieving, and the abominable, and 
murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, 
ahd all liars shall have their part in the lake which bumeth 
with fire and brimstone, which is the se/sond death. (Rev. 
xxi. 7.) Therefore seeing that these things are so, take heed 
to yourself my readers, lest at any time your hearts be ovet^ 
charged with surfeiting and drunkenness and earo» of tbicf life, 
and so that day come upon you unawares, for as a snare shall 
it come on all them that dwell on. Ihe iaoe of the wboteeartb. 
(Luke xxi. 34.) Therefore let us by the help of God, make 
the best of our time and talents whilst it ts day, for to-morrow 
may be too late, for that great day is coming, and we know 
not how soon, when the Son of man shall come in his glory, 
and all the holy angels wHk him, then shall he set upon t£e 
throne of bis glory, and before him shall be leathered all ' 
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tions, and he shall separate them one from another, as a shep- 
herd divideth his sheep from the goats, and he shall set the 
ffheep on his right hand, hut the goats on the left, then shall 
the King say unto them on his right hand, Come ye blessed of 
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foun- 
dation of the world. Therefore we see that the Lord will pro- 
nounce such blessed, and he will declare that there works do 
follow with them, but such will not boast of their good works, 
. but they will ascribe their righteousness to the blood of the 
Lamb and their merciful and righteous soul will rejoice against 
judgment, and they will be filled with holy joy, and everlasting 
peace, then shall he say also unto them on the left hand. De- 
part from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels ; and such as these will be pronounced 
cursed, because their evil woxks will condemn tnem ; for it 
appears that they had no godlike love, charity, nor mercy, 
but they confess it not, therefore they are judged without 
mercy, and these shall go away into everlasting punishment, 
but the righteous into life eternal, (see Matt, xxv.) And 
again, St. John the Divine bears witness of these things, and 
behold it is upon record where he saith ; And I saw a great 
white throne, and him that set on it from whose face the earth 
and the heavens fled away, and there was found^no place for 
thenx: and I saw the dead small and great stand before God, 
and the Books were opened, and another Book was opened, 
which is the Book'of life, and the dead where judged out of 
those things which were written in the Books according to 
their works, and the sea gave up the dead which were 
in it, and death and hell delivered up the dead which 
wer^ in them, and they were judged every man according to 
their works, and death and hell were cast into the lake of fire, 
this is. the second death; and whosoever was not found* written 
in the Book, of life was cast into the lake oFfire. (Rev. xx. 
U ♦) W^tch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be 
accounted worthy to escape all these things that, shall come 
to pasfi, and to stand before the Son of man. (Luke. xxi. 36.) 
Therefore Jbe ye also jeady, for in such an hour as ye think 
noj: ihe Son of man Cometh. (Matt, xxi v. 44.) He which 
testifieth these things, saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. 
JEven so come Lord Jesus. The. grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you all. Amen. 

THE END. 
James Pickburn, Printer, New Road, Aylesbury, ' 



Blessed is the man that Yeadeth these Books, and pondereth 
upon them in liis heart, whose life, will, ways, and actions 
doth correspond with those blest characters mentioned in these 
Books, for surely he shall receive the cup of salvation, and 
shall enter into the joys of his Lord. 

And now my dear children, may God Almighty bless you, 
and give you grace so as to remember and consider upon these 
Books at this time, and when I am dead and gone, and that 
you may get much profit thereby, for I trust that the sum and 
substance of it all is of love. And that I have wrote it all by 
God*s divine assistance alone, and that by my own hand, 
Edward Crook, and if there is in these my Books anything 
worthy of praise, give God the glory. 

But as for me, I will lay me down at his feet, as an un- 
worthy servant until my change come, and then I hope and 
trust that he will raise me up into his own likeness, and there 
to behold my loving Saviour and his Saints, in glory everlast- 
ing. Amen. 
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